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286 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 
£2) TEVE SON, M. MORRIS, Apothe-| church. He was married September 20, 136s, 
can cary, mint Delaware, was born in, to Miss Lydia Walton, youngest daughter of 
ia) Dover, February 26, 1840. His parents David Walton, late of Milford. Mr. Walton 
“By were James H. and Temperance A.; was aman of remarkable christian character. 
SJ (Morris) Stevenson. His father was a, |He died in 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson 
builder in his early life but became a mer- have had four children, of whom three are liv- 


chant in 1846. He was a man of honor and: ing; Lucretia M.; Fannie B.,and Grace Walten 
uprightness, with great energy and enter- Stevenson. 

prise, and enjoyed the full confidence and 41630705 
respect of the community. He died in 1849, Dis ea = 
at the age of thirty-eight. Mrs. Stevenson) Say 
is still living and resides with her son, the i : 
subject of this sketch. She was born in Y 
809. The grandfather of Mr. M. Morris| the State of Delaware, was born in 
Stevenson, Thomas Stevenson, was born in ” Georgetown, Feb. 17, 1842. An account 
Smyrna, (then called Duck Creek Cross! of his ancestry is given p. 237. He received a 
Roads,) February 25, 1787. He was a promi- good English education in the schools of his 
nent member of the M. E. Church for half native place, and leaving the academy at the 
a century, and for many years was a Justice age of seventeen and a-half, he at once com- 
of the Peace in Dover. He died in that| menced reading law in his father’s office. He 
place in the triumphs of the christian faith,'| was admitted to the bar in April, 1863, when 
November 10, 1865, when in his seventy-ninth| he was twenty-one years of age, and began 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





OBINSON, -ALFREDP.,..of .George- 
town, Ex-Deputy-Attorney General of 





year. Ile was the son of James Stevenson, the practice of his profession as his father’s 
who came to this country from England,some-| partner. His success was marked from the 
time prior to 1774, and settled at Duck Creek | first, and after the death of his father, May 4, 
Cross Roads. He married Margaret Denny, 18606, he continued alone the professional busi- 
February 14, Tee He was .an Episcopalian | ness of the firm. He now stands in the front 
and highly esteemed as a citizen. His descen-| rank of the members of the bar in Delaware, 
dants have ever since been residents of the practicing in the civil, criminal and chancery 
same locality, living mostly in Smyrna and/ courts, in each of which he is dintinguished. 
Dover. Mr. M. Morris Stevenson attended in | He has a large and lucrative practice, and has 
his boyhood the public schools of his native been engaged in many of the most celebrated 
place, and for three years the private school cases, which have been tried in Sussex county 
of Prof. Williamm Sharp. At the age of four- ‘since he came to the bar. He has a fine intel- 
teen he entered as a clerk the drug store of D | lect, and is devoted to his profession, throw- 
F. Barton, with whom he remained six years.’ ing his whole strength and power with ve- 
In May, 1860, while still underage, he removed | hemence into every case entrusted to his 
to Felton, and embarked in the drug business. care. Engrossed in his duties, he remains 
on his own account. In this he has been from : quietly at home, finding there more than 
that time successtully engaged, and has be- enough to engage all his time and thoughts. 
come the leading apothecary of that part of He is, moreover, a gentleman of high social 
the state. He is one of the most prominent standing, and the warm regards of his fellow- 
business men of Felton, and one of its most townsmen still further attach him to the home 





highly respected citizens. For four years he|of his fathers, and the place where he has 


has been one of the commissioners of that spent his life. In 1875, he was Clerk of the 
town, and a trustee of the Felton Seminary State Senate, and the same year was appointed 
since 1874. He was postmaster from 1866 to Deputy-Attorney General, by Hon. John B. 
1868. Heconnected himself with the Masonic, Pennington, then Attorney General for the 
order of his town in May, 1872, since which State. He was a delegate to the Democratic 
time he has been treasurer of the Lodge. He) National Convention, held in Cincinnati in 
joined the Odd Fellows in Merch, 1861, and is'1880. Mr. Rebinson is a member of the 
treasurer.also of that Lodge. Mr. Stevenson, Masonic order. tle is also a member of the 
is a member of and an elder in the Presbyterian | Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


OSA, JOHN JAMES, Master of Dela-— 


ware State Grange, Patrons. of Hus- 


OY » bandry, Farmer and Fruit Grower, of 
iW TS ‘ O ae Bs 
os 7D) Milford, was born in Ulster county, New 
‘ (ry) 


His parents were 
Rosa. 


a York, April ro, 1833. 
Jacob HI. and Catherine (Hasbrouck) 
Jacob H. Rosa was a farmer all his life, an 
enterprising, prosperous and popular man, 
greatly respected by the community. He died 
in June, 1877, at the age of eighty-one. He 
was the eldest son of Herman and Catherine 
(Sleight) Roosa, and the name was changed by 
him to Rosa. Herman Roosa was one of the | 
early settlers of Ulster county, and the land | 
he took up is now in possession of the fourth) 
generation of his descendants. 
son of Herman Roosa, the elder, who emigrated 


removed to Holland, probably to enjoy relig- 


ious freedom. The mother of the subject of | 


iis skctch was the daughter of Rocliff Has- 
brouck, who belonged to one of the oldest 
Huguenot families in Ulster county. The old 


Hasbrouck house was built of stone in 1705, 


and the port holes in the parlor, from which | 


the inmates defended themselves against the 
Indians, are still to be seen. In 1836, when 
he was only three years of age, Mr. Rosa’s 
parents removed to Cayuga county, Central 
New York, where his father continued farming 
till 1870. Mr. Rosa enjoyed the advantages 
of a good english and business education in 
the schools of Cayuga county, till the age of 
sixteen, after which he attended only during 
the winter season till the age of twenty. He 
continued to live with his parents, taking the 
burden of care at the farm, till he was mar- 
ried, in 1860, when his father retired, and he 
assumed entire charge. This he continued 
till 1870, when he removed to Milford, and 
then purchased of Joseph Yardley, the 
farm on which he now resides, and which } 
has become famous throughout the United 
States as the J. J. Rosa Fruit Farm. It 
consists of ninety acres in the suburbs of 
Milford, and is excellently located for the 
Purpose to which it is devoted. Mr. Rosa 
has been very successful with his peach irees, 
of which he has two thousand, and the same 
number of fine pear trees. His eight and 


/market. 
| 

He was the | Fruit Growers’ 
| exist, 
from Holland to New York. According to | 
the family tradition the Roosas were originally | 
French and the name was Rossian, and they | 


DEPARTMENT. 287 
a-half acres of strawberries have paid well, 
also, his ten acres of Wilson blackberries 


and seven acres of black raspberries. Besides 
these he has plums, apples, grapes and aspa- 
have been profitable. His fruit 
been a success, but has 


ragus, which 
raising has not only 
attracted attention throughout the State and 


| . . ~ 
many portions of the United States. Heerected 


_an Evaporator in 1876, principally for the 
pose of saving his own fruit. It has a capacity 
_of two hundred and fifty baskets in twenty- 
four hours. Mr. Rosa evaporates only the best 
fruit, of all kinds, excepting strawberrics. His 
evaporated fruits have a high reputation on the 
He was an ‘active member of the 
Association till it ceased to 
instru- 


pur- 


when, in 1876, he was largely 
mental ih organizing the Milford Grange, No. 
6, Patrons of Husbandry, of which he was 
made Master for the first three years. On the 
| organization of the Delaware State Grange, in 
| 1877, Mr. Rosa was made Master, which hon- 
iorable and responsible position he has held 
ever since, having been elected for four succes- 
Isive terms. He has attended six annual ses- 
stons of the National Grange, as a representa- 
tive from Delaware. These were held in 
| Louisville, in 1874, in Chicago, in 1876, in Cin- 
cinnati, in 1877, in Richmond, in 1878, in Can- 
andaigua, New York, in 1879, and in Wash- 
ington, in 1880. He keeps some stock on his 
ifarm, all thoroughbred Jerseys, in which he 
|takes a pardonable pride. Mr. Rosa is not a 
| politician, and is independent in his views and 
sentiments. He was brought up in the Pres- 
byterian Church, and still attends and aids in 
maintaining that denomination. He was mar- 
ried in 1860, to Miss Sarah M., daughter of 
Alexander and Magdalen (DuBois) Elting. 
This family is also of French Huguenot ex- 
}traction, long settled in Ulster county, New 
York. Mr.and Mrs. Rosa have three children; 
Alexander Elting, Ida Elting, and Jacob 
Herman Rosa. Mr. Rosa is a gentleman of 
bape intelligence, broad, liberal and practical 
views and great enterprise. These qualities 
have made him conspicuous in the agricultural 
interests of the State, to which he is devoted, 
and with a physical and mental organiza- 
tion, which has thus far enabled him to do 
a large amount of work for one no older than 
is J. J. Rosa. 
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©RIPPEN, EDWARD JOHN, Whole- 





eA€Rt sale and Retail Grocer, Philadelphia, 
eX was born in Milltown, near Stanton, 
ch 


Cat New Castle county, May 26,1826. He 

€) was the second son of Silas and Maria 
(Rodgers) Crippen, who were both from Kent 
county. Silas Crippen was a farmer, and was 
born in Frederica in 1804, when 
only seven years of age, he lost his father, 
Benjamin Crippen, who was also a farmer, 


1797.00 lth 


and was brought up from that time partly by 


Mr William Townsend of that place, and 
partly by Mr. Zadoc Townsend, wno were 
brothers, and relatives of his mother. He 
He married about the year 1818. 
child was James Crippen, now engaged in 


mercantile business in Wilmington. 


His oldest | 


HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


'a good English education. With this for a 
foundation,and indulging through life a natural 
fondness for books and reading, he has at- 
tained a more than usual degree of culture. 
In 1842 he went to live with his elder brother, 
James, in New Castle, and was clerk in his 
store. He first commenced business for him- 
self by opening a store in Newark, where he 
remained three years. In 1853 he removed to 
Philadelphia and entered into partnership with 
his father-in-law, W. S. Maddock. This gen- 
tleman wasthe proprietor of the oldest grocery 
-house in Pennsylvania, located at 115 South 
Third street, Philadelphia, and which has been 
in continuous business, and in the same family 


‘from the time of its establishment in 1805 


The third | 


child was Joshua D. Crippen, who weiit to, 


California in 1849, and after spending some 


years at the gold mines, was elected sheriff of | 


every two years for a period of fourteen years. 
He died,while still holding that office, in 1872, 
jeaving a widow and three children. Sarah 
Jane Crippen was the fourth child and only 
daughter. 


the house of her brother Edward. The wife 


The founders were W.S. and E. Maddock, who 
continued it till 1826, when it was taken in 


_charge by W. S. Maddock, of the second gen- 


eration, till 1853. By the admission of Mr. 


Mariposa county in 1858, and was re-elected Crippen at that time, the name of the firm was 


changed to W. S. Maddock and Company. Mr. 


'Maddock died in 1867, and his son, John B. 


She died unmarried in Newark, at | 


to a Mr. Townsend, by whom she had two, 


daughters, both now deceased. 
1835, and her husband in 1841. The family 
were originally from Scotland, and came to 


tlers. By the early orphanage of Silas Crippen, 
the family Bible and much that is of great 
importance in their history, has been lost trace 
of. Two brothers, James and Benjamin Crip- 
pen, first came to this state, leaving John, an 


family estate. 


left without an heir. Undoubtedly the Crip- 
pens of Delaware could be proven the rightful 


owners, but for the difficulty of recovering the | 


lost links in their history. They have always 
borne an excellent name, and have been highly 
esteemed in the communities where they have 
resided. His mother dying when he was only 
nine years of age, Edward J. Crippen was 
brought up in the family of John Peach, Esq., 


the husband of his half sister. He was sent 


She died in| 
/ Company. 


Maddock, of ihe third generation, continued 
the business with Mr. Crippen, the firm bear- 
ing the name of Crippen and Maddock. John 
B. Maddock retired in 1873, and William Mad- 


of Silas Crippen had previously been married ‘dock Crippen, the eldest son of the subject of 


our sketch, was admitted to the firm, which 
now assumed the name of E. J. Crippen and 
This name it still retains, but this 


'cherished son, the idol of his parents and of 


: hi ’ friends, : 
Delaware, it is supposed, with the early set-. ae ness wae removed’ by dean, May 


28, 1882, when in the thirtieth year of his age. 


Mr. Crippen has now taken in his place his 
younger and only son, J. E. Crippen. The 
large grocery business which they conduct 
is both wholesale and retail, and has been 


fey Eesepee eda ec. honed eh ‘sound and successful from the time of its first 
r brother,in Scotiand, who inherited the! : : 5 
eae Thi a A establishment in 1805. 
ee poh Sree SO UNTic BS¢ during all this length of time, any variation in 
value has, within the last forty-five years, been its strength or credit; it has never paid less 


There has never been, 


‘than one hundred cents on the dollar, and its 





condition was never more flourishing and sub- 
stantial than now. As an old, reliable busi- 
ness stand, it has been for generations one of 


‘the landmarks of the city, and bids fair to hold 


its place firmly amid all the changing scenes 
around it for generations to come. Mr. Crip- 
pen has long been known as one of the solid 
men of the city, as sound in character and all 
the essentials of a noble manhood, as in credit. 


regularly to school and received, for that time, | Heis a trustee inthe Tabernacle Baptist church, 
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Chestnut street above Eighteenth. He was 
marriedin 1850, to Miss Mary Maddock, daugh- 
ter of W. S. Maddock, and ‘granddaughter of 
the first W.S. Maddock, who,with his brother, 


founded the business of which we have given, 
,|the Whig ticket in 1852, and was one of the 


an’ account. William M., mentioned above 
was the eldest of their three children. The 
second child is Elizabeth Maddock Crippen, 
and the youngest is James Edward Crippen. 
Mrs. Crippen died in March, 1882. Inher loss 
and that of his son, so soon succeeding, Mr. 
Crippen has experienced a sorrow which has 
elicited the deepest sympathy of his friends 
and acquaintances. 


Oy yand Farmer of Middletown, was born | 
near that town, December 4, 1813. His 

re Ehren was William Reynolds, a farmer 
“OP who was born in Appoquinimink hundred 
and died in his 48th year. His grandfather was 
Thomas Reynolds, also a farmer of the same 
hundred. 
and were among the early settlers of the 
country. His mother was Elizabeth, daughter 
of Arnold Naudain, an uncle of Dr. Arnold 
Naudain, U. S. Senator from Delaware. At 
the age of eight years, shortly after the death 
of his father, John was sent first to the pay 
school, then to the Middletown Academy 
where he remained until he was fifteen years 
of age. He then entered the store of Mr. 
John McDowell, at Dover, where he continued 


for one year, when he accepted a clerkship in | ter of Joshua B. Fenimore. 


the store of Mr. William B. Janvier, where he 
remained until he was eighteen years of age, 
when he returned home. He began the busi- 
ness of agriculture at the age of twenty-two. 
At first he rented the land which he cultivated, 
when, after four Yeats, he became the owner 
of a farm known as “‘Glenwood,” lying two and 
a half miles from Newark and containing 165 
acres. Soon after this he purchased another 
farm of too acres, being assisted by his friends 
to makethe payments thereon. This kindness 
was the result of his integrity and the conf- 
dence reposed in him by his friends. Mr. 
Reynolds was very successful as a farmer, 
which business he followed until 1861, when he 
began merchandizing in the town of Newark, 
where he remained for three years. He then 
removed to Middletown, and in connection 
with his two younger sons, engaged in the 


ou 


bo) EYNOLDS JOHN A., Retired Merchant | 


The family is of English ancestry | 


general mercantile business, which he contin- 
| ued until 1868, when he retired from business, 
| Mr. Reynolds was reared in the Whig party 
land voted with it while it lived; he now is a 
Democrat in politics. He was nominated on 


ithree Whigs who were elected from New Cas- 
tle county to the State Legislature, serving in 
|the session of the General Assembly of 1353. 
He has never desired political office, and with 
the exception of the above single term of ser- 
vice in the House, has declined to serve in 
public life. Mr. Reynolds was appointed by 
Governor Saulsbury in 1867, one of the Trus- 
tees on the part of the State for Delaware col- 
lege, which position he still holds. He has 
been a director of the Citizens National Bank 
of Middletown since 1873, and also occupies 
the position of Notary Public for New Castle 
county. Mr. Reynolds has been very success- 
ful in life, and by industry and self-dependence 
from an early age, he has, achieved success. 
He is universally esteemed as a citizen, is a 





{member of ihe Picsbyterian church,and in the 
past has been an elder and trustee of his 
church. Mr. Reynolds has been twice mar- 
ried, first to Miss Mary G.,daughter of Samuel 
Moore, of New Castle county, Del. She died 
April 1858, leaving four children, three of 
whom are yet living: John A. Jr., farmer; 
Edward, merchant at Dover, and Samuel M., 
a merchant at Middletown. He was again 
united in marriage to Miss Caroline C.,daugh- 
He has wona high 
place in the esteem and confidence of those who 
know him by his genial disposition and un- 
questioned integrity. 


OLFE, DR. WILLIAM WELLS, of 
Milton, who died in that town in May 
1866, was born in 1800. His father, Dr. 
‘> Jacob Wolfe,was alsoa physician of Mil- 
ton. Dr. Wm. W. Wolfe, after careful 
literary training entered on the study of Medi- 

cine, and after graduating from the University 

of Maryland, settled for the practice of his 
profession, in Milton, where he spent his life. 

His brothers were Jacob and Erasmus Wolfe, 

merchants of Philadelphia. Dr. W. W. Wolfe, 

married Ann, daughter of Governor Hazzard. 

Himself and wife were members of the Metho- 

dist Episcopal church. She died in July 1866,her 

honored husband preceding her by only a few 
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months. For forty years Dr. Wolfe was en-'|ing to health, he has labored as hard to 
gaged ina large and extensive practice and -advance the system as for his own personal 
left behind hima name for skill in his profes- | benefit. 

sion, and for great uprightness of life. Two! hiner ee 


| 


sons and one daughter survived their parents; ae ECORDS, THOMAS ELLIOTT, Mer- 
Dr. David Wolfe, a farmer near Milton, Dr. ARDY, chant of Lewes, Delaware, was born 


William Wolfe, of Laurel, and Mrs. Charlotte, | « UY three miles from Lewes, January 7, 
wife of John R. McFee, attorney at law, | ive) 1828. His father, Isaac Records, was a 
Georgetown, Delaware. oY farmer and alsoa builder; anindustrious, 
aaa thrifty and upright man; highly regarded in 

the community, and a member of the Metho- 
3G ANTUM, JOSEPH Ri M. D. of Wil- | dist church. He died, September 29, 1843. 
& Hie mington,was bornin Monmonth county, |His wife was Temperance, daughter of John 
2S New Jersey, on the 12th day of April,| Elliott of Little Creek hundred. Seven of 
Cie 1834. He is the son of James Tantum, their eight children grew to matwity ;—John, 
a weaithy farmer of that county, and/a leading lawyer of Pendleton county, Ken- 

was educated in the best schools in that sec- itucky, died, unmarried, February 1, 1869,— 
tion of the country. Atthe age of twenty-; Ann, married Mr. James Magee and died 
one years he engaged in mercantile business, | September 10, 1869, leaving one child, Temper- 
which he prosecuted successfully for several |ance J. Magee,—Sarah, widow of Wm. Massey 
years, but finally disposed of it and engaged in | of Kent county ; Mary died unmarried; Rufus, 
the drug and apothecary business. Ina few also, at the age of twenty-two. Thomas E., 
years he decided to relinquish that occupation | the subject of this sketch, and Margaret L. 


and to prepare himself for the duties of 2 physi- | who mairi¢d Jamies 11, Davidson, of Indian 
cian, for which he believed he was especially | River hundred. The father of Isaac Records 
called. Immediately after the disposal of his | was also a farmer, near Lewes, and the family, 
interests in the drug and chemical department | which is of French origin, is one of the oldest 
he commenced the study of medicine. While|in the county. Mr. Records received a good 
thus engaged events occurred that deeply im- | common school education which he has sup- 
pressed him with the probable truth of homeo- | plemented by reading and study, and is well in- 
pathy, and he decided to examine it carefully, | formed and conversant on all the leading topics 
and at once entered the office of Prof. O. B.| of the times. At the age of eighteen he became 
Gause, M. D., of Philadelphia. Here the/aclerk in Lewes,and continued in this employ- 
same characteristics exhibited themselves that |ment till 1852, when he went to Madison 
had marked his early life, viz: an indomitable | county, Missouri, as bookkeeper for the mining 
will and a determination to succeed in all that |company of R. F.& T. F. Fleming, of Phila- 
he undertook. He was a faithful and diligent | delphia. In this position he remained till March 
student, being absent from lectures but two!1856, when he returned to Delaware and was 
hours during the last year’s course at College. | for two years in mercantile business, in com- 
After the completion of a thorough course of | pany with Henry Wolfe, Senior, in Lewes. He 
instruction,he graduated from the Homeopathic | disposed of his share in the business in the 
Medical College of Pennsylvania. Inthespring |spring of 1858, and in the following spring 
of 1865 he moved to Wilmington and here | openeda store in his own name, which he has 







commenced practice. His success in build- | conducted to the present time with uninter- 


ing upa large practice in ashort time is almost | rupted success. He is a wholesale and retail 
unprecedented in the history of his profession. |dealer in grain, fertilizers, flour, wood and all 
He is a kind and courteous gentleman, a skill- | kinds of produce. He is the owner of two 
ful surgeon and an accomplished physician; | farms,—the ‘‘ Bay Side,” near Lewes, and “St. 
strong in his conviction of right. Homco-|George’s Chapel,” in Indian River hundred. 
pathy has in him one of its strongest and|Mr. Records has been alife long Democrat, 
firmest advocates and supporters. Euthusi-|and in 1864 was elected a member of the Levy 
astic in the faith ofits beneficent and scientific |Court of Sussex county for four years. In 
provisions for relieving the sick and restor-/| 1870 he was elected to the State Senate, serv- 
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ing with great credit in the sessions of 1871 
and 1873. He was on the Finance Committee 
and instrumental in defeating the attempt to 
change the usury laws of Delaware which 
would have unsettled all the investments in 
the State. 
not since been 
in officein Lewes in connection with its educa- 
tional interests or local government. He was 
elected Chairman of the Democratic County 
Central Committee in 1878, which position he 
still occupies. He is steward and trustee in the 
Methodist church, of which he is one of the 
leading members. In 1876 he was a delegate 


to the Lay Electoral Conference at Wilming- | 


ton, and to the same body in Dover in 188o. 
He joined the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows in 1849. His marriage with Miss 
Esther Rebecca, daughter of Rev. John T. 
and Mary (West) Hazzard, of Lewes, took 


place yinvilune, Wk60,4 Thev have: had: three 
children; John Hazzard, William Thomas, 


died August 7, 1868, and Mary Hazzard 
Records. Mr. Records is a gentleman of high 
character and a worthy representative of the 
self-made men of Delaware. 


13 ICKARDS, KENDAL, ESQ., Farmer, 
DF | 












M 


<9 of Baltimore hundred, Sussex county, 
wey was born in that locality, August 8, 
€c 2 1816; being the youngest son of Eli 

and Rachel (Derrickson) Rickards. His 
father was a farmer in independent circumstan- 
ces, an industrious and respected citizen, and a 
member of the Methodist church. His first 
wife lived but a few months after their mar- 
riage, and he was next united to Miss Evans, 
by whom he had four sons and one daughter. 
‘She also died, and in 1810 he married Rachel, 
daughter of John Derrickson. 
children grew to maturity ;—Isaac, a farmer, 
who died in March, 1878, leaving one child ; 
Stephen, a farmer and a man of family ; Ken- 
dal, the subject of this sketch, and Mary, who 
married J. D. Lynch, and died in 1850, leaving 
two children. Eli Rickards died November 
12, 1833, in his sixty-sixth year. His father 
was Jones Rickards, also a farmer, who owned 
the property on which his son restded when 
Kendal Rickards was born. He died in 1790, 
at the age cf fifty. Esquire Rickards was 


He was also influential in securing | 
the passage of the present tax law which has | 
materially modified. Mr. | 
Records has also been kept almost constantly | 


Their four | 


‘favored with but few educational advantages, 
all his school daysamounting to no more than 
‘nine months. There were almost no schools 
in that part of Delaware during his childhood 
‘and youth. He grew up on the farm, and his 
father dying when he was seventeen years of 
age, he assisted for one year afterward in the 
care of the estate. He then followed the sea 
five years, being engaged in the coasting 
trade, and spending his winters at home. In 
| 1840, having married the year previous, he 
_purchased two small tracts of worn-out land, 
| containing forty-eight acres, for which he paid 
‘four hundred and fifteen dollars, and com- 
'menced farming. To this land, on which he 
still resides, he has added all the adjoining 
property; and owns, with his other farms, six 
in all, about one thousand acres; all well im- 
| proved and under good cultivation. He hasa 
|stock range of four hundred acres. He raises 
cereals and stock. He is one of the most 
enterprising and successful agriculturists in 
ithe county, and has succeeded by industry, 
economy and well directed effort. Mr. Rick- 
ards was a member of the Whig party till 
1844, when he joined the Democracy, in 
which organization he has since been a lead- 
ing member in his county. He was made 
constable in the three years following 1842, 
and also in 1853-54. In 1854 he was ap- 
pointed Justice of the Peace and Notary Pub- 
lic, the duties of which office he discharged 
with so much ability and acceptance, that he 
was twice reappointed, holding the office for 
three full terms of seven years each. In this 
position he won the respect and esteem of all 
who knew him, and gained a wide reputation 
as a just, fair and honorable officer. In 1876 
he was elected, on the Democratic ticket, to 
|the popular branch of the General Assembly, 
and served with credit during the session of 
1877. He has always been deeply interested 
in educational matters, and active in promot- 
ing the interests of the public schools of his 
locality. For seventeen years he was clerk of 
the Local Board of School Trustees. He has 
/beena class-leader and trustee in the M. E. 
church, with which he united in 1839. In that 
/year he married Eleanor M. Carey, by whom 
he had seven children ;—Ann M. T., married 
ito Dr. James D. West ; Mary C., wife of James 
'N Laws; Elizabeth L., wife of John R. Steele; 
James K., married to Alice K. Bennett ; 
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Charles S., married to Irene Lynch ; Sarah E., | continued farming. 


wife of Peter Gray, and George Washington | 
Rickards, who married Kate Lynch. 


Rickards. had the misfortune to lose his wife| gage in the manufacture of morocco. 


November 23, 1875. In January, 1876, he} 
married Elizabeth S., widow of David H.| 
‘Derrickson, and daughter of Lemuel Lynch. | 
His children by this marriage are Minerva W. 
and Mattie Rickards. 


pein STEPHEN. of Camden, Re- 
2 





tired Morocco } Manutieciner was born 
between Frederica and Milford, in Kent 
county, Sept. 29, 1811; being the fifth 
ee and youngest child of Zadee and Eleanor 
(Parker) Postles. His father, a farmer, a most 
excellent man, and a devoted member of the 
M. E. Church, died in 1812, when his son, 
Stephen, was only six months old. The 
grandfather of the latter was Shadrach Postles, 
who with his brothers, Thomas and John, were 
the first of the name who came to America, 
They settled in Sussex county, and in the vear 
1800 Shadrach and all his children, with the 
exception of Zadoc, who had married, removed 
to Franklin county, Ohio, where he died and 
his descendants are scattered throughout the 
West. Mr. Postles grew up at the old home- 
stead. A very poor school kept only about two 
months in the winter, was all he had any op- 
portunity of attending. At the age of sixteen 
he left home, and for nearly two years worked 
for Jehu Reec on the old Hewston farm,in Mur- | 
derkill Neck, receiving only $3.50 a month,or a 
shilling a day for fifteen hours iabor. In the} 
fall of 1829 he became a clerk in the store of! 
his cousins, Job and Solomon Townsend, of | 
Frederica, with whom he remained four years, 
receiving but thirty dollars a year, but he 
learned how to conduct business, and was in-| 
troduced to a course in life which held before | 
him the promise of better things. Leaving his | 
cousins, he formed a partnership with Thomas | 
Lockwood in the general merchandise business, 
in Frederica. The firm of Lockwood & Postles | 
dissolved after three years, by mutual consent, 
and Mr. Postles purchased, in the fall of 1837, 
the Hardcastle farm,one mile from Camden. On 
this he worked hard, and also, after a year, es- | 
tablished a small foundry and plow manufac 
tory for the supply of the surrounding country. 
This, after continuing with success till 1850, | 








he sold to Nock and Dickson, of Camden, but , 


In the spring of 1853, he 
was urged by Mr. Thomas H. Baynard, uncle 


Mr.! of his wife, to remove to Wilmington, and en- 


This he 
at first declined to do, but in the fall of that 
year, partly in consideration of better schools 
for his children, decided to take the step. The 
change was made in November. He entered 
into partnership with Mr. Baynard, and set 
himself to work to learn the business. Not- 
withstanding the closest application,he scarcely 
made enough the first year to support his 
family, but they did make some reputation. 
The establishment had before been in bad re- 
pute, and was sadly run down. The second 
year they began to prosper, and in 1856 built 
a new brick factory on Fourth street, between 
Orange and Tatnall, in which his son, General 
James Parke Postles, is now conducting the busi- 
ness. The financial! distress of 1857, they foresaw 
and were preparedto meet. In January, 1858, 
Mr. Postles bought out his partner, and after 
that owned and conducted the business in his 
own name. The two years tollowing were 
successful; 1861 was not so profitable, and in 
1862 the factory was stopped, the men dis- 
charged, and ruin seemed inevitable. As the 
war progressed, he was enabled to renew busi- 
ness ina small way; credit and cash were gone, 
but he had never lost his credit for integrity, 
By degrees prosperity returned, and in 1866 he 
took his two eldest sons into the business, the 
firm taking the name of S. Postles and Sons. 
After two years of continued success, his eldest 
son, William R, retired from the firm, which 
then bore the name of S. Postles and Son. In 
1873, just twenty years from the time he left 
his country home, Mr. Postles bought the fine 
residence in Camden, owned by Hon. John 
Glancey Jones, which he has from that time 
occupied, though he did not withdraw from the 
business in Wilmington till 1875, when he sold 
out to his son and retired. He has forty-six 


-acres of fine land, contiguous to his. home, 


which he takes great pleasure in cultivating. 
He is hale and vigorous, and heartily enjoys 
life and the comforts and luxuries he has 
gathered about him. Mr. Postles was never a 
politician but always took a deep interest in 
political affairs. He was an Old Line Whig ; 
voted for Bell and Everett, and for Lincoln 
the second time he was nominated, but finally 
left the Republican party, from which he dif- 
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,by whom he had three children, 


.of which he delivered to a girl and the other | 
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fered on the question of colored suffrage, and | 


has since voted for the Democratic nominees. 
He has long been a prominent and influential | 
member of the M. E. Church, with which he 
united in 1820, and has filled all the lay offices. 
He was, in 1880, a lay delegate to the Lay | 
Electoral Conference, at es His first wife, | | 
to whom he was married, April 15, 1834, was 
Elizabeth, daughter of William and Elizabeth | 
Roe, of Kent county. Their children were | 
Thomas, who died in infancy; William Roe, | 
who was a soldier of the Union army during | 
the late war, and now resides in Camden 
General James Parke Postles, Adjutant-General 
of the State of Delaware, and engaged in the | 
morocco business, in Wilmington; Eliza Me- | 
lissa, wife of John P. Doughten, of Wilming-| 
ton, and Elizabeth, who died in infancy. Mrs. | 
Postles died, January 21, 1848. On the 8th of 
January, 1850, Mr. Postles married Miss Eliza-| 
beth, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Casson, 
Elizabeth | 


Gess08,; who died at une eee of seven; Mary 
eh. ASA nln aA T nven Row nard 


Postles. He had the misfortune to again lose | 
his wife, August 16, 1875. 


the Loyalist, 
d, Y brother of Judge Peter Robinson, was | 
UD a gentleman of high character, of super- | 
ior education and of great talents and 
influence. The following account of him | 
is found in ‘‘Sabine’s Loyalists of the Revolu- | 
tion,“ Vole! seein July; 1775; the “Sussex | 
county Committee took him in hand for his’ 
acts and words,and unanimously declared that. 
he was an enemy to his country and a contu-. 
macious opposer of liberty and the natural | 
rights of mankind! His offences were various. | 
Peter Watson swore that being at Robinson's’ 
store, he saw his clerk, John Gozlin, weigh | 
and sell two small parcels of bohea-tea, one 









to Leatherberry Baker's wife. Robert Burton | 
testified that Robinson said to him that the. 
Whig committees were a pack of fools for tak- 
ing up arms against the king, that our char-| 
ters were not annihilated, changed or altered 
by the late acts of Parliament, etc., Nathaniel 
Mitchell testified that Robinson had declared | 
to him, the present Congress were an uncon- | 





| 
| 


stitutional body of men, and also that the | 
great men were pushing on the common | 


people between them and all danger. After 
| hearing this evidence the committee sum- 
moned Robinson to appear before them to 


answer. But he returned word that he desired 


| his compliments to the gentlemen of the 


committee and to acquaint them that he did 
not nor could not think of coming before them 


-unless he could bring forty or fifty armed men 


with him. These ‘compliments’ were voted to 
be ‘insulting and imperious,’ and a resolution 
pronouncing his defection from the Whig 
cause followed.” He was fined one thousand 


; pounds and his property was confiscated, and 


he took refuge in Canada. He afterwards 

returned to Sussex county, and died, and was 

buried at St. George's fhapel: 

ce > OWNING, HIRAM T., Merchant of 
a4 } Georgetown, was born near Cannon’s 
Jao), Feiry, in Sussex county, October 11, 
“8 1833. His father, James Downing, wasa 





*@P merchant in that village. He died in 
1862. His mother was Margaret, daughter of 


Amat tha 


T VTL. Tanna) A tr 
| jamcs L. vv allacc,a 10CaGi MminiSecr Gi Cmar Cour nty. 


Mr. Downing was well educated in the public 
schools, attending until 1853, when he spent 
a year at the academy in Zanesville, Ohio. 
After that he was a clerk in Laurel, in his na- 
tive state. In 1856, he went to Danville, ill, 
Where he was engaged as mail and station 
agent on the Wabash Valley railroad, until 
1860. Returning to Delaware he was engaged 
in farming for three years, onthe former estate 
of his grandfather on the Nanticoke river, 
after which he was again aclerk in Laurel. In 
November, 1865, he was appointed by Governor 
Gove Saulsbury Clerk of the Orphans’Court and 
Register in Chancery for a period of five years, 
at the expiration of which he wasre-appointeda 
second term of five years. He is now a mer- 
chant in Georgetown, and the owner of fifty 
acres of land in its suburbs. He also owns a 
small farm near Redden Station. He has been 
successful in life, and is regarded as a business 
man of superior abilities. Mr. Downing has 
always belonged to the Democratic party. 
He became a Mason in 1854, and has passed 
all the chairs of the Blue Lodge and the Chap- 
ter and Council degree. In 1860 he was 
married to Martha, daughter of Nathan Can- 
non, Esq., of Concord, Sussex county, and 
has three children; Jennie Vernon, Lizzie 
Ellegood and Hugh Turpin Downing. 
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Peas =cCOMB; COLONEL HENRY S., late 
Jan of Wilmington, was born in that city, 
bye ae July 28, 1825. He was of Scotch Irish | 
S we? descent Ri: was the second ina family 
ee of five children, who, by the death of 
their father, a blacksmith, were left at an early 
age dependent on the exertions of their mother. | 
She was a devoted christian, and a woman of} 
uncommon energy; and undertaking her dif- 
ficult task with faith and resolution, brought 
up all her family well. She lived to an ad-| 
vanced age, reaping a rich reward for her heroic 
endeavors in the success and eminence at-| 
tained by the subject of this sketch, who 
early took the place of his father to the whole 
family, and in her later years was enabied to 
surround her with every comfort. He was but 
a boy at the time of his father’s death, but | 
was obliged to leave school and assist in the 
common support. This he did bravely and 
cheerfully, exhibiting even then the same 
bright, undaunted spirit that won him so many 


ed him co well thrauch life 
Ue oabecilieralg ny is 
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Commencing as an errand boy, he was next a 
roller boy in the office of the Delaware Jour- 
nal, and was afterwards apprenticed to Israel 
Pusey, to learn the trade of Currier. Here his | 
great ambition was, after a complete mastery 
of his trade, to buy as much of his time as he 
could from his employer, and to make as early 
a startin lifeas possible. With this end in view 
he saved all that he could of his earnings, and 
worked indefatigably, rising at four in the 
morning and often accomplishing a good day’s 
work before breakfast. In addition to all this 
he ‘studied hard at night, and improved every 
opportunity he could find for mental culture. 
His books lay near him as he worked, and 
labor and study were often zealously pursued 
at one and the same time. It was often re- 
marked in after years that however suddenly he 
might be cailed upon, and whatever post of 
honor he was expected to fill, he was always 
able to acquit himself in the most gratifying 





- and satisfactory manner, such as could only be 


expected of one who had enjoyed the advan- 
tages of thorough training and culture. He 
succeeded in buying two years from the face 
of his indenture papers, and was free, with a 
good trade, at the age of eighteen. Fora 
short time he worked as journeyman with Mr. 
James Webb, in the leather business on the 
corner of Third and Tatnall streets, but soon 


DELAWARE, 


| bought out his employer and commenced fife 


for himself. His heroic struggles through all 
these years had not failed to attract attention, 
and his appearance and manner were such as 
to win regard, and to command confidence 
and respect, even at that early age. Hon. 
Willard Hall had been his Sabbath School 
teacher for years, and was greatly interested 


{in him, freely aiding him with counsel, with 


his open partiality and friendship, and, when 
needed, with his money. Other prominent men 


/in the Hanover Presbyterian church which he 


attended, assisted him in the same way, and 
were always ready to give him an extra push 
forward if any rival or ill-disposed person would 
discourage or pull him back. Such countenance 
and favor would have made the way compara- 
tively easy for any young man, but the won- 
derful energy and surprising business talent of 
young Mr. McComb was the real impelling 
force. His business moved forward with a- 
rapidity and an apparent ease that makes the 
taie of his successes seem mioie like a fanciful 
dream than an account of real life. At twen- 
ty-five he was recognized as one of the fore- 
most men in his native city ; at thirty he had 
passed nearly all competitors in trade, his 
social position was in the front rank, and at 


| forty he took his place among men of national 


reputation as projectors and promoters of great 
public enterprises. It is also affirmed that the 


/example of his wonderful energy and of his suc- 
/cess so stimulated many others to like exertions 


that it has had much to do with making Wil- 


/mington, asa manufacturing city, one of the 


first in the country. He became, finally, the 
most extensive and successful manufacturer in 
his line in the United States. In the war he 
was of great service, holding immense con- 
tracts under the government for furnishing 
tents, knapsacks, etc. His work was always 
ready at the time named, and gave entire sat- 
isfaction, gaining for him the lasting friendship 
and esteem of the War Secretary, Edwin M. 
Stanton. He was alsoastrong personal friend 
of President Lincoln and the members of his 
cabinet, and when a military governor was 
ordered for Delaware the commission was 
made out for Col. H. S. McComb. This, how- 
ever, he declined, and advised against the ap- 
pointment of a military Governor for the State, 
and his advice was followed by the authorities 
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at Washington. He raised and equipped, at 
his own expense, the Fifth Delaware Regi- 
ment of which he accepted the position of 
Colonel, serving gratuitously. Later, among 
his personal friends were almost all the 
men of public note who have figured before 
the country for the last twenty years. 
He was vivacious, genial and affable, and his 
intercourse in private and social life was as 
pleasant as his business career was brilliant. 
His conversation and his personal presence 
possessed a magnetic charm which will long be 
remembered by those who enjoyed his ac- 
quaintance. Also, he was a man cast in na- 
ture’s finest mould, and the pleasure of observ- 
ing, added to the enjoyment of meeting him. 
He will long be missed on the streets, in the 
church, and wherever he was most frequently 
seen. After the war he turned his attention, 
principally, to railroads,any branch of which, 
it was said, it was only necessary for him to 
take hold of to make it a success. He was 


Union Pacific 


anne nf thea 
ee va ease 


on originators of the 


Railroad, and took an active part in’ carrying 
this grand enterprise to successful completion. 
In 1868, he came in possession of the Missis- 
sippi Central railroad, at which time he con- 
ceived the idea of runninga trunk line between 
New Orleans and Cairo, Illinois, by securing 
control of the New Orleans, Jackson and 
Great Northern railroad, which was under the 
management of Gen. Beauregard of Confeder- 
ate notoriety. In this he succeeded after much 
opposition, and began to operate his grand 
trunk line, which ran a distance of nearly 
six hundred miles, the complete consolidation 
being effected July 4, 1873. In 1870 he bought 
six thousand acres on this route, covered with 
pine timber and laid out what is now called 
McComb City. It is situated on high ground, 
in one of the most desirable locations in that 
section of the country, being one hundred and 
five miles from New Orleans. Its population 
is now two thousand. Colonel McComb was 
called, in the south, the “Railroad King.” 
Besides being President of the Southern Rail- 
road Association, and.President of the road 
above mentioned, embracing, with his other 
railroad interests in the south, nearly seven 
hundred miles of continuous road which came 
under his special supervision, he was largely 
interested in many of the leading lines of the 


iof dollars. 


large owner in, the Narraganset Steamship 
| Company, or the “Bristol Line” of steamers 
ibetween New York and Boston, but re- 
| signed this position that he might give more 
'time to his southern railroad interests. It is 
gratifying to be able to add that the peo- 
ple of that section in time fully realized 
| the value of his services, and expressed their 
gratitude and appreciation in the warmest 
terms. When first among them he was an- 
tagonized by their prejudices ; the road he took 
possession of was thoroughly disorganized, 
out of repair, utterly without system in the 
management of its details, burdened with debt 
and powerless to develop the country through 
which it passed: in little more than. three 
years he brought the bonds of the company 
from 70 to about par, built over one hundred 
miles of new road, put the road bed, of over 
five hundred and fifty miles, in complete order, 
and thoroughly equipped the road; he and his 
associates having invested in it seven millfons 
The New Orleans Picayune of 
March 11, 1874, contains the following: “A 
memorial has been gotten up, signed by cor- 
porations and merchants, capitalists and citi- 
zens, of all classes of this State and Missis- 
sippi, addressed to Col. H. S. McComb, Presi- 
dent of the Great Northern and Mississippi 
Railroads, expressing to that gentleman their 
great admiration, respect and gratitude, and 
the vast services and benefit rendered to their 
States and the great Northwest by the com- 
pletion of unbroken railroad communications, 
between this city and Chicago.” ‘'The signers 
of this testimonial are all the cotton factors 





and commission merchants in this city, the- 


wholesale grocers and dealers in western pro- 
duce, and a multitudinous array of the leading 
merchants, manufacturers and traders in New 
Orleans, and in all the towns and villages 
along the Jackson and Mississippi Central 
Railroads, including all the bank presidents 
and presidents of insurance companies of this 
city, many professional gentlemen, and high 
public officials, and all classes, generally, whose 
names, in small type, make up fifteen pages of 
the pamphlet. Few men have ever enjoyed 
or more richly deserved such a splendid testi- 
monal from citizens whose good will, respect 
and confidence have been won against such 





strong prejudices and formidable obstacles as 


country. He was the first President of, anda | confronted Col. McComb, when he commenced 
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his labors in this section. There are few men 
brilliant result. There can be no doubt that | 
there did not ae inj/,our) section, either'| 
the capital or the enterprise to accomplish | 
so great an undertaking.” In his reply, when | 
presented with this testimonial, Col. McComb 


President had not been satisfied with the mere 
prolongation or extension of their railroad ; 
they had sought to give it depth and solidity 
as well as length, superseding insecure and 
perilous cribwork,with a solid earth basis, and 


to make it as safe as any northern road.” In) 


the winter of 1880 he bought up the controlling 
interest in the Delaware Western Road, and 
secured from the Legislature of Delaware the 
amended charter which made this road neces- 
sary to the Baltimore and Ohio’s projected 
through-line to New York, realizing upon this 
venture a very large profit. In his connection 
with the credit Mobilier exposure his name 


became more generally known to the country | 


at large, and it was chiefly through his instru- 
mentality that the workings of this great | 
scheme were brought to light. 
purification of congressional affairs followed. 
Had there been any stain upon his personal 
record, politicians and others would have then 


gladly made use of it, but none was to be'! 


found. He came out of that most searching or- 
deal unscathed. It had previously to this been 


written of him in one of the many public | 


notices which the career of such a man must 
from time to time call forth; ‘‘ Never, from his 


boyhood, has he indulged in a single habit of 


dissipation, but recognizing the nobility of life, 
he has added to his wealth and morality, the 
crowning glory of a christian character,which, 
through great temptations, has always been 
consistently maintained.” He was a life-long 


and active member of the Central Presbyterian | 


Church, and warmly interested in the success 


of his denomination, as well as of other relig- | 


ious bodies throughout the city. The churches, 


benevolent societies,and many struggling as-.| 
sociations, he often aided largely. Also, the | 
industrial establishments of his native city he | 


greatly assisted and promoted in securing for | 
them orders from companies whose work was, 
in a measure, under his control. The benefits 
accruing to Wilmington in such ways as these, 
from his powerful and extended influence, can, 


| perhaps, 
in this country, w ie could have achieved this | 


A very general | 


DELAWARE. 


never be accurately measured. In 
| the last decade of his life he relaxed,somewhat, 
‘the tense strain of his earlier years, and was 
less absorbed in business, living proportion- 
ately more to his home and friends, and to the 
world at large. He had, towards the last, oc- 


| casional premonitions of that fatal attack of 
stated that ‘‘the company of which he was | 


heart disease, that so suddenly summoned him 
from earth; but his appearance and manner 


'was that of aman in robust health and in the 


full enjoyment of life. On the morning of 
| Friday, December 30, 1881, he left home, per- 
fectly well, to attend a banquet to be given in 
Newark, New Jersey, to Mr. Frelinghuysen, 
i Secretary of State. Stopping a short time in 
Philadelphia, he was taken ill and expired at 
;noon. “The shock throughout the community, 
and to all his friends, far and near, was great. 
His appearance in death was of one in pleasant 
slumber only: his residence was_ kindly 
thrown open before the hour for the funeral 
/services, and the public permitted to pass 
through and take a last farwell of the familiar 
|figure that will long be sorely missed. ‘lhe 
/occasion was one of profound sorrow, and of 
deepest sympathy for the stricken family. 
Colonel McComb married, June 16, 1853, Miss 
Elizabeth McKane Bush, daughter of Charles 
Bush, of the then well-known firm of Bush & 
Lobdell, car wheel manufacturers. Mr. Bush 
idied not long after, leaving his daughter a 
‘large property, and Colonel McComb was ap- 
pointed to settle up the estate. It was while 
‘in the performance of this duty, that all the 
'grand possibilities of railroad enterprise first 
loomed up before his quick and comprehensive 
mind. Colonel and Mrs. McComb had five 
‘children; Charles Bush, who died at the age 
of five years ; Ellen Bush; James Craig; Jane 
| Elizabeth, and Martha MeComb:. 





near Middletown, was born at ‘‘ Home- 
stead Hall,” September 17, 1810, being 
the youngest child of Edward and 
Lydia R. (Rothwell) Wilson. Edward 
Wilson wasanextensive farmer and land owner, 
‘and a man of prominence in his time. He 
‘died about 1820, at the age of fifty-seven. 
‘He had six children, viz: Thomas, Edward, 
‘Mary R., Sarah Ann, Lydia P., and William 
‘Wilson. Thomas died at the age of twenty- 
one, just after eccoustine from college. Ed- 
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ward died, unmarrried, at the age of sixty ; 
Mary R., married Richard Lockwood, a mer- 
Middletown, 
General Henry Lockwood of the 
States Army. (See sketch in this vol- 
ume.) Sarah Ann married Dr. Stanert, by 
whom she had three children. After his death 
she married George Flintham, by whom she 
had two children. Lydia P. married John 
Whitby, a grain merchant of Odessa, her only 
daughter being Frances, wife of Columbus 
Watkins. William Wilson, the subject of this 
sketch, received. a good english education at 
the district schools and the Middletown Acad- 
emy. On attaining his majority he engaged in 
agriculture which vocation he followed through 
life with great success. He received a consid- 
erable landed estate from his father, but the 
system of farming then in vogue had worn out’ 
the soil and rendered the land of little value. 
But Mr. Wilson was not satisfied to continue 
on in the old beaten track. Being a man of 
broad and advanced views, of unusual business 
and executive ability, he improved the soil, 
bringing it up to a high state of cultivation, 
and so increased his fortune, that years before 
his death he possessed about thirty-five hun- 
dred acres of the choicest land in Delaware, 
and just over the line in Maryland. This large 
estate consisted first of the ‘‘ Mayfield,” farm 
on which his son, John T., now resides ; the 
““Middlesex,” ‘Homestead Hall,” ‘ Heath 
Mansion,” ‘Brick Store Landing,” and the 
“California” farms in Delaware ; and the 
“Barnes” tract, the ‘‘ Foard” farm, ‘‘ Painter’s 
Rest” and ‘‘Oregon” farms, in Cecil county, 
Md. He also owned ten dwellings in Warwick, 
a carriage shop, machine shop, and vacant lots, 
valued at about $13,000. The ‘‘ Brick Store” 
farm descended at the death of Mr. Wilson to 
his two sons, William N. and John T., through 
their mother Rachel (Naudain) Wilson, having 


chant. of 


been’ in possession of her family since the, 


original patents were given them by Wm. Penn. 
Mr. Wilson’s lands were chiefly devoted to the 
raising of cereals, but when the growing of fruit 
began to attract the attention of farmers of the 
state, he became early interested, and had as 
many as thirty five thousand peach trees in 
bearing at one time. 
about forty thousand peach trees,and this inter- 
est has been profitable from the first. In pol- 
itics Mr. Wilson was an old line Whig, and in 


38 


and first cousin of! 
United | 


early and middle life was very active in party 
affairs. He was indifferent to office, but was 
several times prominently mentioned as a can- 
didate for Governor. Mr. Wilson was first 
married to Rachel, daughter of Rev. Arnold 
S. Naudain, of whom see sketch. He had by 
her three children, Lydia R., William Naudain 
and John Thomas. Sketches of both these 
sons will be found in this book. Lydia R. 
married James P. Rothwell, of New Castle 
county, and had two children, one of whom 
died in infancy: the other, Delaware Wilson 
Rothwell, is now eight years of age. Mrs. 
Lydia Rothwell died in 1872. Mrs. Wilson 
died in August, 1862, and in 1863, Mr. Wilson 
married Miss L. Annie, daughter of Jacob ¥V. 
Naudain. By her he left seven children; 





The estate now has on it | 


Rachel R., Mollie L., Edward V., Annie Jessie, 
R. Alexis, Howard Groome and Bayard K. 
Wilson. Mr. Wilson died August 21, 1879. 


greatly regretted by the whole community, | 


He was a man of great uprightness of charac- 
ter, faithful to every trust, and exceedingly 
| kind to the poor and unfortunate. 






“~ OBINSON, ALFRED P. Sr., Lawyer, 
Sit the youngest son of Judge Peter and 

&.&% Arcada (Robinson) Robinson,graduated 
ive at Delaware College, in Newark, and 
0} practiced law at Georgetown. He was 
appointed Secretary of State in 1851, by Gover- 
nor Wm. Ross, and served four years. He was 
a gentleman of fine culture and good ability, 
but not of great energy. He was universally re- 
spected for his amiable character and kindness 
of heart. He married Clara C. Porter, daugh- 
ter of Alexander Porter, of Wilmington, at 
one time Mayor of that city. They had three 
children, the eldest being George J. Robinson, 
an officer in the fifth Texas regiment, and dis- 
tinguished for his bravery during the war of 
the rebellion. He now resides at Corsicanna, 
Texas, where he is practicing Dentistry. The 
second son, Thomas Robinson, was Clerk of 
the Orphans’ Court and Register in Chancery, 
for Sussex county, from 1860 to 1865. In the 
latter year he went to Texas, and settled in 
Houston, where he is now a practicing Dentist. 
A sketch will be given of the third son, Alfred 
P. Robinson, lawyer, of Georgetown, and 
Deputy-Attorney General of the State of Dela- 
Mr. Robinson died May 4, 1866. 
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208 HISTORY OF 


S¥2 RIGHT, WILLIAM, Capitalist, of Wil- | 
ae ) mington, was born in Philadelphia, April | 
~ It, 1814. His father, Captain William 
Hol Bright, was born near Swedesboro, New 
roy Jersey, and for many years, commanded 
the ‘Good Friend,” a vessel owned by Stephen | 
Girard. During the war of 1812, he, with his | 
brother George.was captured by the British and 
detained in Dartmoor prison, sharing the suf- 
ferings of other American prisoners, until | 
the close of hostilities. Mr. Bright had then 
just enough money left to pay his own passage 
home, and that of a fellow prisoner, who, how- 
ever, immediately deserted him on their arrival 
in’ New York, and never discharged his debt | 
of gratitude. He then returned toa sea-faring | 
life, which he followed till middle age. He 
married Miss Sarah Pratt of Philadelphia, who 
was noted for her intelligence and beauty 
She died when her son William, the subject of; 
this sketch, was in his eighth year. Her an- 
cestors and also those of her husband, were | 
among the earliest settlers of the country. | 
At the tender age of ten years, William Bright | 
was put to work on a farm, under a hard | 
master, with no one to protect his inter-| 
ests. It was stipulated in writing that he| 
should attend school six weeks in each | 
year, but he was kept at home on every trivial | 
pretext, and his whole attendance rarely | 
amounted to more than three weeks annually. 
After he became a man, however, he attended | 
nizht school, and has been all his life a care- | 
ful reader, observer and thinker; storing up a | 
vast amount of knowledge and practical wis | 





'count of his health. 


DELAWARE. 


manent work and full remuneration. As soon, 


‘however, as his health would allow, he came to 
‘Delaware, where he worked for some months 
/asa journeyman, but embraced the first oppor- 


‘tunity to take a contract for himself. This 
was to build a house for Harman Tally, of 
Brandywine hundred, a member of the Dela- 


|ware Legislature, for one hundred dollars. 
_This money was the first that had ever been 


paid him for all his labor, and putting it at 


‘once at interest he made it the foundation of 


all his success. While earning it he pushed 


-his work with the greatest energy and indus- 
try, going to it by four o’clock in the morning, 


through the snow more than knee deep, and 
doing it so thoroughly and well, as to attract 
general notice. On its completion he estab- 


‘lished himself in business as a builder, and 
had all the work that he could attend to with 


the assistance of apprentices and journeymen. 
This he continued till 1839, when, having 
bought a farm in the vicinity—the same prop- 
erty on which his wife was born—he engaged 
‘in agriculture which he followed successfully 
for ten years. In the latter part of 1849, he 
was induced to purchase the store of John and 
Jacob Rice, prominent grocers in Wilmington, 
and was highly successful in the business, clear- 
ing several thousand dollars a year; but dis- 
posed of it at the end of three years on ac- 
In 1852 he engaged in 
the Real Estate business with success, buying 
and selling farms in Delaware and Pennsyl- 
vania, and houses and building lots in Wil- 
mington and vicinity. He retired in 1876. 


dom. His boyhood was full of hardship and, He is now the owner of a very large number 
he was often cruelly treated. When he was of houses in Wilmington, and of farms in each 
fifteen and a half years old he went to learn county of the State, besides other property. 
the house-carpentering trade with William | His success has been but the natural outgrowth 
Weaver, of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, | of the qualities that have distinguished him all 
with whom he continued till he was within six these years. Prompt, energetic, fair and up- 
months of his majority, serving out the full right in all his dealings, and possessed of ex- 
five years of his apprenticeship. His labors cellent judgment and great business capacity, 
here were arduous, and he suffered many priva- | that Mr. Bright will succeed in whatever he un- 
tions, but he worked on patiently and indus- | dertakes, is in the minds of most,a foregone 
triously, sustaining himself with the resolve, /conclusion. He was for eighteen years a di- 
and the assurance he felt within him, that ne ‘rector of the Farmer’s Bank in Wilmington. 
future should yet make him ample amends for | In 1875 he was elected President of the Re- 
the past. His fidelityso won the confidence and | Mnetorkt Beach Association, in which position 
esteem of his employer that, when disabled he continued till 1878, when he resigned. In 
by an accident, about two weeks before the | July, r881, he was again elected to this office, 
end of his apprenticeship, he gave hima home, which he still holds. The object of the asso- 
until his recovery, and then offered him per- ciation was to provide a popular summer re- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 


sort on the Delaware coast, in connection 
with a camp meeting to be held each season 
at that place. In the winter and spring of 
1876 Mr. Bright erected there the celebrated 
“Bright House.” which, during the season is 
often insufficient to accommodate the large 
number of guests who apply for entertainment 
He takes an active interest in all public im- 
provements, and delights to use his means in 
promoting the best interests of the commu- 
nity in which he resides. Of this abundant 
proof has been given by his course as trustee 
of the Wesleyan Female College. This ex- 
cellent institution struggled on many years 
under the most discouraging burden of debt, 
finding, however, in all its trials a true and 
earnest friend in Mr. Bright. Finally,no other 
alternative presenting itself, the trustees per- 
mitted it to be sold, and Mr. Bright became 
the purchaser, his only object, however, being 
to re-dedicate it to the cause for which it was 
originally erected, and with new and better 
facilities and greater advantages than it ever 
before enjoyed. From this time his name. as 
its greatest benefactor, will be inseparably 
connected with its career, which, no one can 
doubt, will be one of highest usefulness and 
honor. Mr. Bright has always been deeply in- 
terested in all national, state and city affairs, 
but has never been a politican, and though 
frequently solicited to do so, has always been 
reluctant to accept public office. He waselect- 
ed president of the city council in 1867 on 
the Democratic ticket, and re-elected on the 


same ticket the year following by a still larger | 


majority, though the city was then in the 
hands of the Republican party. In 1874 he 


was a prominent candidate for the nomination | 


as Governor of the State. He united in his 
boyhood with the M. E. Church, in which he 
has held office the greater part of his life. 
is now a member of Grace church, in Wil- 
mington. He was united in marriage, Febru- 


ary 23, 1837, to Miss Sarah, daughter of Philip | 
and Sarah Rodman, of Brandywine hundred. | 
In this relation he has been eminently happy; 
indeed, in all respects, his life, since he reached | 


maturity, has seemed a compensation for his 
early trials Thirteen children have been born 
to them. of whom three died in infancy. Also, 
a.daughter, Victorine, died July 13, 1867, in 


the twenty-first year of her age, and another 


daughter, Mrs. Sarah Jennie, wife of J. W. 


He) 


299 


Burney, died in March, 1878, leaving three 
children. The surviving children of Mr. and 
| Mrs. Bright, are Mrs. Hannah E., widow of 
' Henry Talley, late of the Farmers Bank of 
Wilmington ; George W., nowin the real estate 
business ; Mrs. Laura A., wife of John A. 
Mvers; Mrs. Anna P., wife of Thomas H. Rile, 
all of Wilmington, and the Misses Ella D. and 
Lillie E. Bright, and Paul and O. Percy Bright, 
who are still under the parental roof. The 
lesson furnished us in the life of Mr. Bright, is 
one full of encouragement to every boy in 
Wilmington, and is a bright example of what 
the poorest may attain. As their own towns- 
man, whom they may meet any day upon the 
streets, his early struggles, his triumphs and 
his successes, seem a matter of personal pride 
and interest. He had his own way to make 
from childhood, commencing indeed, from the 
very bottom of the ladder, without friends, 
education or money. To-day he is one of our 
honored citizens, a man of wealth, intelligence 
and influence. 





HITE SAMU EL, :U:-S:Senator. from 
Delaware, from 1801 until his death, 
which occurred in Wilmington, Nov. 4, 
1809, at the age of thirty-nine years. 
Son of Judge White of Kent, and was 
buried in the graveyard of Old Swedes Church. 





(79 LLEGOOD, DR. WILLLAM: THOS:, 
Chas son of Joshua Adkinson Ellegood, of 
CRY Concord, Sussex county, Delaware, was 
(ve 
Ge born March 17, 1837. He was edu- 
Pe cated at Newark Academy and Dela- 
ware State College. After which he studied 
medicine and graduated M. D., from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, in the spring of 1860. 
-The expense of his education was generously 
borne by his brother,Dr.R.G. Ellegood. Soon 
after obtaining his medical degree he went 
to the West, settling for the practice of his 
hsouri, In 1851 he was appointed Surgeon of 
the 23rd regiment of United States Infantry, 
of the State of Missouri, and shared in the 
many hardships and painful duties imposed by 
the several campaigns and engagements in 
which his regiment participated until it was 
'captured in the battle of Shiloh ; he, with his 
assistants, escaped by retreating to the shelter 
(of the gun boats on the river. He had be- 





profession in West Ely, Marion county, Mis- 
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come eminent in his profession, and his skill 
and admirable qualities as a man and a physi- 
cian, rendered him popular and won him many 
friends. After his return from the army he 
was united in marriage to Miss Anna Stilwell, 
of Hannibal, Missouri. He died, January 3d, 
- 1867, leaving one son, William Ellegood. 
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33 IMPSON, CLEMENT CECIL, Farmer 
of Harrington, was born in Milford hun- 
e dred, March 29,1809. His father, Thomas 
Simpson, was a cripple from an injury 
received in infancy. He was at firsta 
farmer and afterwards a teacher, but such was 
the regard in which he was held, that he was 
nearly all his life kept in office. He was also 
noted for his piety. In 1829, he was elected to 
the Legislature on the Adams or Whig ticket, 
but he died before he took his seat, November 
29, of that year, at the age of forty-five. He 
married first, February 28, 1805, Mary, daugh- 
ter of John and Elizabeth Cecil, of Queen 
Anne’s county, Md. Twoof her children grew 
to maturity ; Clement Cecil, the subject of this 
sketch, and Ezekiel Merrick, who died, August 
24, 1875, in California. His wife having died 
in 1813, he married, the following year, Mrs. 
Mary, widow of Beauchamp Walton, and 
daughter of David and Susannah Harrington, 
by whom he had one child, William Walton. 
She died in 1817, and in 1820 he married 
Rachel, daughter of Solomon and Elizabeth 
Griffith, by whom he had three children ; Silas 
Asbury, Margaret Ann, deceased; and Thomas 
Simpson. The grandfather of the subject of 
our sketch, was John Simpson, born December 
28, 1750, and died July 14, 1819. He married 
Mary, daughter of Matthew and Ann Milford. 
She was born January 15, 1748, and died April 
19, 1826. Their children were, Esther, who 
died in 1840, aged sixty-three ; Nancy, born in 
1773, was killed in young womanhood, by 
being thrown from a horse ; Clement, born in 
1779, and John, born in 1781. The two last 
went to Ohio in 1818, where they lived to old 
age and left large families. The youngest 
child was Thomas, father of Clement Cecil, 
_born November 26, 1783. The family is one 
of the oldest in Kent county, and the land 
titles in their possession, were among the first 
granted. Of Scotch Irish origin, they have 
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State. Mr. Simpson attended school during 
the winter season, till he was fourteen years of 
age, When he was for three years in a black- 
smith’s shop, but that business affecting his 
health, he went to farming. In he 
purchased a farm in Mispillion hundred, on 
which his son Alexander now resides. In 
1857, he purchased an adjoining farm which 
he still owns, and in 1868, bought six acres, 
now part of the town of Harrington, which 
he divided, and sold most of it in village 
lots. In 1869 he purchased the farm where he 
now resides, and has since added two small 
tracts adjoining. Most of his lands are de- 
voted to grain, but he has also raised some 
fruit, and sold large quantities of ship and 
other timber. Mr. Simpson has succeeded by 
integrity and good management, and is a 
well-read and well informed man. He is widely 
known and respected as one of the most 
worthy and substantial citizens of Kent county. 
He joined the Republican party upon its or- 
ganization, having been formerly a Whig, and 
was during the warastaunch Unionman. tie 
was married in january, 1832, to Ann, daugh- 
ter of Jeremiah and Sarah Morris,then of Kent 
county, but formerly of Caroline county, Md. 
Six children grew to maturity ;—Alexander 
Simpson, a farmer, married Lydia, daughter of 
Henry and Rhoda Lewis, and has thirteen 
children; Mary; Ezekiel Henry, married Louisa 
Callaway, and died October 3, 1878, aged 
thirty-six years; Richard John, residing in 
Kansas ; James Thomas, and Sarah Matilda, 
wife of Thomas A. Melvin. Mrs. C. C. Simpson 
died, February 28, 1880, aged seventy years. 
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(4) BBS, BENJAMIN, a Farmer of New 
AY \ Castle, and late Recorder of Deeds for 
SZ, that county, was born in Appoquini- 
pe mink hundred, June 16,1812. His father 

was Isaac Gibbs, who was born in Phila- 
delphia. A large landed estate was bequeathed 
to him by a paternal uncle, and he removed to 

Delaware to take possession of this tract, 

which was situated on the ‘‘ Levels” near Mid- 

dletown. The progenitors of the Gibbs family 

in America were three brothers who came to 
this country with William Penn. Benj: min 

Gibbs, the eldest, became a resident of Phila- 

delphia. His son Benjamin Gibbs, Jr., 





Was a 


always been a hardy, industrious people, worthy | well known merchant of that city, and his 
to stand among the representative men of the ;name is found affixed to the agreement or 
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compact by which the merchants of Philadel- 
phia bound themselves to import no goods 
subject to stamp duty. His name also appears 
as one of the founders of the Franklin Library 
of that city. Edward Gibbs, the second 
brother, settled in Delaware. 
ever, removed to Kentucky, and thence to 
South Carolina, where the family name became 
prominent. 
New Jersey as hishome. Isaac Gibbs, father 
of the subject of this sketch, purchased a farm 
near Newark, to which he removed in 1815, 
because of the educational. advantages its 
locality afforded, and his son, Benjamin, was 


educated in Newark under the supervision of | 


Rev. A. K. Russell, of the Presbyterian church. 


In 1833 they returned to the old homestead | 


called ‘‘ Danby” on the Levels, and here Mr. 
Benjamin Gibbs began farming. In 1842 he 
removed to Newark where he remained for 
four years and afterward purchased “Fairview,” 
an estate of 205 acres, where he has since re- 
Mr. Gibbs gave his attention chiefly 
to raising fruit and found it a paying interest, 
He had at one time 7000 peach trees in bearing. 
Mr. Gibbs acted with the Whig party so long 
as it existed: in 1854, he became a member 
of the Democratic party and was appointed 
Register of Wills, by Gov. Saulsbury in 1860, 
and served in this capacity for five years. 
He was reared in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and was a vestryman from his early 
manhood. Soon after reaching his majority 


sided. 


he was made a Mason and served in all the | 


chairs of the Blue Lodge. He was mar- 
ried, January 22, 1845, to Miss Hannah, 
daughter of Justa Justis of Swedish ante- 
cedents. Six children were born to them ; 
Joseph Shewell, Amca Dale, Gustavus Justis, 


Isaac, Edward Cantwell and Catharine Justis. | 
Blameless in his life, and honored and esteemed | 


in all his public and private relations, Mr. 
Gibbs was an example of achristian gentlemen. 
He departed this life December 13, 1880. 


&©* RIGHT, CUSTIS WISE, (deceased,) 
WU) Lawyer of Georgetown, was born in 

st Millsboro, Sussex county, February 1, 
920 1840. His father, Colonel G.H. Wright, 





has been for many years Cashier of; 


the Farmers Bank of Georgetown. His mother 
was the daughter of Colonel William D. Wap- 


He soon, how- | 


Edward, the third brother, chose | 
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iles, of that county, and connected with the 
Custis and Wise families of the Eastern Shore 
‘of Virginia. Mr. Wright was educated at 
Princeton, and studied law in the office of 
Hon. Elisha Cullen. Admitted to the bar in 
New Castle, in September, 1862, he became 
the law partner of Hon. Willard Saulsbury, 
|then United States Senator from Delaware. 
In 1865 Hon. Gove Saulsbury, being speaker 
of the State Senate, became e¢r-officio Gover- 
nor of Delaware, upon the death of Governor 
| William Cannon, and Mr. Wright was ap- 
| pointed Secretary of State. The duties of 
this position he performed for six years, until 
the close of Governor Saulsbury’s administra- 
tion, with great fidelity and ability. In 1872 
he was nominated by his party as their candi- 
‘date for Congress, but the ticket was not 
successful. He now gave himself with renewed 
earnestness to his profession, in which he rose 
rapidly, and increasing business taxed all his 
energies, when in the midst of his bright and 
‘successful career he was stricken with illness 
which terminated fatally, November 29, 1874. 
Mr. Wright had many friends. He was a 
“young man of great goodness of heart, and 
‘winning address, and his rare talents drew 
around him many warm admirers. The loss 
sustained in his death will long be felt. He 
was married in November, 1865, to Miss 
Emma R., daughter of Sam’! Rowland Paynter, 
and granddaughter of Samuel Paynter, for- 
merly Governor of Delaware. Mrs. Wright 
with their two daughters, Maud and Mary, 
reside in Georgetown. 
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y ILSON, REV. JAMES P., D. D. a cel- 


ebrated Clergyman and many years 
Pastor ofthe First Presbyterian church 
2 of Philadelphia, was born in Delaware 

2 about 1750. He resided at New Castle 
and first studied law, in the practice of which 
he became very distinguished. In early life for 
some years after the Revolution he was a 
strong Anti-Federalist, but never held office. 
He was aman of profound learning, with an 
acute and metaphysical mind, well suited to 
‘teach the truths of chrisianity, while his 
‘humble, andardent piety, and most faithful dis- 
charge of his pastoral duties, won for him the 
'warm regard and veneration of his people and 
the whole community. 


ine” 


/ 
LY era 
eS aa 
o 


Ra O65 


é 
ce 


x 





pea 


ao a i ia la halen 


,- 
~ 
= 
SS 
2 
4 
2 
a6 
& 
fl 
oe 


















i cliw Patna HAR whtie jes. to Ph , hati to esmadtorin 
| ORE wistens sd lo Rollin sei bon ai? ne -eboog Bon, tognn ota 
lL, PE 47! a | fx Tit? a fi 1h a / © ; a co ore atts an 


bl eo 
ift ‘wok bertuge. bn ersuiinial Saesid nian alt Yo wie 
1 basset, polly) py ed oH bowave arts adsl: by bt 
j i oil 2084 od oyse Al ne ae ey wed vo woul wht 3% evatotl nh ‘bet 
rake wistimg we NY Ot Parsi ‘hits avira | ot 
‘ a { . 2 oS it Mat J i ry Weed NOM Tieng} ts ae 
- PCEINES vO) Oh 2084 OD iments Yerttodd Enid 2 sai 
yop 


6990 ,otenbe shaie Hig 10) Li La tenting 26a 
P a “ i 

; Mo fda + tog ,snéveais 100) wwe  boawids UY HOD aye an pip 
: . ~ : ee Tia 

as  Yeboie MIE ,Conbe) oe 2081 Ri Bevonisy oth doidw of cha 


WMte1II2 i) rare ; 2) AD ad f Lovins le fet ec subs ant Y 


xe on * oll forme iS rity ; “aN retin net noel Oe bal ber (i babe 
falas e's) WiC 2onIeVG” to SHgte athletes ejay: pal veg bones oye wow De 
‘ ; riblii” ity VWTHSHA 1895 ? 4iw 4 tJ iP A Ss t esr] oi? © Mseaurst Pa 
¥ ‘ a 5 a y r es ‘ S =) 2 
ryt aged wed ‘ nf ; melee bie aif or b Sinisa ‘tad ¥ 
i x Re omhict Ant aie a 7 See art We 
Avy ad eee yt | A Oral bat alavet odd ga “ude 
} Hs oepnig nO filease: ot S284 iq] 3 




















ih b Qitedttnl- a ix 2m 
( fr .Nolsestong 2H Oo setateoieet dah dort Biter ef aay Haws oF 
rf (7 eeoniend wrtetsdoni fun Thigat) "wanpig tysewtloseiq b owi1site bree 
idgind eid Yo teblm odd nb ede POTS | HO SSHe) we Se dud espe ef 
f in Se: uge #5 afl 4 SOYE if eas hic us eer inodte el eV ig addin ‘ yt 
QS wiirswe ileal | Day. Shed vg ott waived: 6 6 di binvo) bas tiv) gait 
oieW .4] . yang st] coke event dogo ~ ae seni: J 1 ane ta bee 
eanbooy tavry Jo nam Ynue () gael 08 Yiaeg a gid M ods 

































, STST are wits earhhe ered IW) sechatar a itn au oe 
i hos ATE WHEE ih bewows Letnineg de RG Ww, bays ‘vires 
; ol [live daesty vjd- ieee (ORR: ay Gudelus2 to) 
' ,mainevevt WTS SOW | OA OT See YADA eild i bov 
o- date" r cf... ? y . re Re - 
pnslvoA lss2 to vstdguah, Femme lnqossigt treieotoy'l 944; i "bareor 
’ * ° 2 4, 7 
lsumpe Mit ypebbns tise atch. ceded tatrrtes 
: 4 ¥ 
/ i 33 STE WEISU jo ton Gal PMOern art zB 
7 tere ek oe I ton Hit i Le Mt, bags 
Nn aT fl sbieet| 198m esa SH 
- { ; (wer 
a jis Cerys 
_ — -arie flaw 
/ i Tesi 74 bh a 
: LA > Oe t 
pe 7 ih y 7 a =~ 
r ii a wa OF | iY eIeuU an 
a ‘ ' waned ade 
bye ~ fii ee 4 ue Siti ne aoa brewhit 
mewaelsa dj tofabali bumsoies brs. horned Live oil sid nf; nes ‘oem 
; ‘ . 
3 bal " UM ,eaoitalsy d¥. fey bt _ sila at : 
; may eel f hot hn = ‘ ae Way 
id'w tos NT wel HEIN S Raed eg bo sign x2 age 26WA 
4 bodsinani OBS! 59 redmaa00 ail eins ‘boriae 
Fe . 39 statte or —— 4 
iat EE , { t j 33 
P - o - ‘2. oi .% HOU 
ries Vi qf ar vite ja 5§ in cay 3H } \ W2BRS ISD) ics 
i bative iow || ist {Som bre atvos| ni.nved sew peotgaa ees 
fh shrew ere y ‘9 to. ade ee a n2632 ol ese Lipl leg A ease ig coeaut ovadi 
b lutdviet teom bre , (sig isebry, ke pati 


1b .a 


fs 4 7 4 Si greed 
“Ai TG tol now 2sivb IBIOTERG 4 


bres sigosq ei? Ves Noi Kionsy bre t tee 
- Qtinummes slo a ta 





rl 
at 
ne ee ee er 





ex-Senator, was born on the old home- 
steadin Mispillion hundred, Kent county, 
Aug. 15, 1812. His father, James John- 
son, lived ona large farm which he culti- 


& OHNSON, ALEXANDER, Farmer and 


vated, but his principal business was survey- 
ing. He had a high reputation in his profes- 
sion and was at one time surveyor for the 
county. Many of the-records of Kent and 
Sussex counties show how large an amount 
of labor he performed. He died in February 
1828, when in his fifty-ninth year. He mar- 
ried about 1797, Elizabeth, daughter of Rich- 
ard and Priscilla (Polk) Hayes, and sister of 
Manlove Hayes, father of Manlove Hayes of 
Dover, and.also father of Judge Alcxander 


© . ! 
L. Hayes, who was forty years a Judge in 


Lancaster county, Penna. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Johnson had seven children ; William, a law- 
yer, died in 1861, at the age of sixty-three; 
Charles Haves died in 1821, at the age of 
twenty-one; James who was killed by an 
acciaem, J ccCember 25; f 
twenty years; Mary Ann, born 1805, died in 
1849, unmarried; Manlove, a farmer, born in 
1807, died in 1863; Elizabeth, born in 1810, 
married George Johnson, and died January 18, 
1866, leaving a family; and Alexander, the 


amber 


t8ar. at the ase o 


subject of this sketch. The grandfather of the | 


last named was Samuel Johnson, a farmer, 
who was born August 16, 1737, on the old 
homestead, where, also, he died September 30, 
1792. He married Miss Mary Ann Willey of 
Sussex county, who was born April 15, 1740, 
and died February 9, 1811. Their eleven chil- 
dren were Elizabeth, who married Nathan 
Davis of Kent county; William who died un- 
married at the age of thirty years, a man of 
great ability; Nathan, who died in 1835, leav- 
ing no issue ; Purnell, who died in 1829, aged 
sixty-two,—his daughter was the wife of 
Governor Tharp; James, mentioned above ; 


Sarah, born in 1771, married Thomas Brown, | 


and died in 1827, her children all now de- 
ceased; Nancy, died young; Mary, born in 
1776, married Wlliam Willey; Priscilla, born 
in 1780, married James Miller, and died in 
1822; Nancy, the second, born in 1782 and 
died 1799, and Phcebe, born in 1785 and 
died in 1797. The great-grandfather of the 
subject of our sketch was John Johnson, 
who was born near Belfast, Ireland, about 
the year 1700. He came to America in 
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and married soon after his 
He purchased of James Parker, the 
|} original patentee, a tract of land known as 
| Parker’s Island,” and afterwards added to the 
|Origina! purchase other tracts of land till he 
| owned over one thousand acres. This land 
|Was situated in Mispillion hundred, two and 
'a half miles, southeast of Farmington, and 
has been the home of the family ever since. 
| Part of it is now in the possession of Mr. John- 
| son, He attended only the public schools,but 
| acquired a good education under the teaching 
|of his parents, who were both well educated 
and kept their home well supplied with the 
best books and periodicals of that day. Mr. 
|Johnson’s taste was for farming and_ he has 
been devoted to agriculture all his life. His 
_father died when he was only sixteen years of 
jage, and the care of the farm from that time 
devolved principally upon him. He remained 
several years with his mother. In 1850 he 
purchased an adjoining tract of one hundred 
and twenty-five acres, on which he built the 
large and commodious residence he has since 
occupied, with the extensive outbuildings. He 
‘has also added at other times to his original 
inheritance, till he now owns over eleven hun- 
|dred acres in a body. A portion of the 
land was low and marshy and was considered 
‘of small value, but by ditching and under- 
| draining Mr. Johnson has reclaimed it and 
|made it very valuable and productive. He has 
‘not invested largely in fruit, having now only 


learly manhood, 
arrival. 








|about two thousand peach trees. He has a 
‘fine apple orchard, but his Jands are devoted 
'to grain, stock and hay. For wheat and corn 
they are unsurpassed in the State, but Mr. 
Johnson's specialty is hay, of which he is one 
of the largest and most successful growers 
lin: the -¢ounty. As, . an 
stands among the first 

deserves especial 


agriculturist he 

the State and 
credit as the pioncer in 
redeeming the low lands and making them 
valuable. Mr. Johnson has always been ac- 
tive in public affairs. Asa Whig he was, dur- 
ing the existence of that party, very influen- 
tialin Kent county. In 1838 he receiveda 
commission from Gov. Comegys as Justice 
of Peace and Notary Public, the former of 
which offices he resigned at the end of one 
year. In 1840 he was elected to the Legisla- 
ture on the Whig ticket, and served with 
credit in the session of 1841. In 1842, al- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


though only thirty years of age, he was nom- | 


inated for the important office of Sheriff of 
Kent county, and elected for two years ; which 
office he filled with ability, giving general 
satisfaction, On the demise of the Whig party 
he refused to affiliate with the Know Nothing 
movement, and has since acted with the Dem- 
ocratic party. In 1858 he was elected by that 
party to the State Senate and served with 
credit in the sessions of 1859, 1860 and 1861. 
Since that time he has not been in political 
life. Mr. Johnson was one of the original 
friends of the Delaware Railroad, and with the 
supporters of that enterprise labored indefati- 
gably to secure the building of the road. He 
took a considerable amount of stock, and was 
elected a member of the first board of Direc- 


the Annual Conference of that State. 


tors,a position which he has held uninterrupted- | 
entered Dickinson College, in the fall of 1848. 
1847, to Miss Williamina, daughter of Hon. | 
full course in that Institution, but the death of 


ly to the present time. He was married June Io, 


Henry M. Ridgely, and has three children 
living ; Henry Ridgely Johnson, a lawyer by 


profession, residingin Dover; Nicholas Ridgely | 


Johnson and Annie DuPont Johnson. Mrs. | 
Mr. Johnson. 


Johnson died June 25, 1859. 
again married February 26, 1868 ; the lady 
being Lizzie E., daughter of W. N. W., and 
Elizabeth (Cropper) Dorsey, of Milford. By 
this marriage he has one child, Elizabeth. 





AYsIDGAWAY, WM. HENRY, President | 


of the Farmers’ Fruit Preserving Com- 
pany, Wyoming, Kent county, was born 
r in that county, April8, 1824. His father, 
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The grandparents of Joseph Ridgaway, were 
William and Sarah Ridgaway of Talbot 
county, and his father, James Ridgaway, was 
born March 2, 1753. Besides the subject of 
this Joseph Ridgaway had three 
children, only one cf whom grew to maturity ; 
Elizabeth, who became. Mrs. William Brown, 
and died, May 3, 1845, leaving one child, Sarah 
Elizabeth, wife of John B. Satterfield. William 
Henry Ridgaway was trained to the usual 
labors of the farm, attending school in the 
winter season until he had reached the age of 
seventeen, when for a year and a half he at- 
tended at Pennington, N. J., the Academy of 
In 1844 
he went West and engaged in business in 
Indiana, for eighteen months, when, having 
laid up a few hundred dollars, he returned and 


sketch, 


It was the great desire of his heart to take a 


his father, in 1851, leaving him the only one to 
take charge of the estate, compelled him to 
leave college in his junior year. He then un- 
dertook the settling up of his father’s affairs, 
and from that time devoted himself to farm- 


ing. “Mr. Ridgaway was one of the first men 
in Kent county to discover the advantages of 
fruit raising, and in 1853 commenced the cul- 


prosperous farmers. 


Joseph Ridgaway, was born in Talbot | 


county, Md., January 25, 1786. He was a far- 
mer,and about the year 1814 removed to Kent 
county, Delaware, where on the 22nd, of Feb- 
ruary 1816, he married Miss Sarah A., daugh- 
ter of Jonathan and Sarah (Brown) Lowber. 


failed and his stock was lost. 


tivation of peaches, in which he was very suc- 
cessful, becoming one of the pioneer fruit 
growers of the State, and is one of its most 
He was one of the stoek- 
holders in the Dover River Steamboat Com- 
pany, which ran a steamboat from Barker's 
Landing to Philadelphia; but this company 
He took twenty 


‘five scholarships in Dickinson College, and also 


The ancestors of the Lowber family came | 
with the early Dutch settlers, and patented | 
Amsterdam Farm, in North Murderkill hun- | 
dred, in Kent county, about four miles from) 


Camden, before the conquest of the colony. 


by the English. The Ridgaways were also an | 
ancient family, descended from the nobility of | 
/capacity, as well as in all the relations of life. 
He is an ardent patriot, a staunch Union man 


England, and their coat of arms is still pre- 
served in Philadelphia. Three brothers came 
to this country among the earliest settlers, 
one of whom settled in New Jersey, one in 
Pennsylvania, and one in Maryland, in all of 


a one hundred and fifty dollar share in the 
Wyoming Institute, a regularly incorporated 
college. His landed estate consists of 877 
acres of the best land, besides village property, 
bank stock, mortgages, &c. In January, 1876, 
Mr. Ridgaway was elected President of the 
Farmers’ Fruit Preserving Company, and fills 
this position with great efficiency. He is most 
highly regarded and esteemed in his business 


and Republican, and voted for Lincoln at both 


elections. He joined in 1846, the M. E. Church, 


of which he has ever since been a prominent 


which States they have numerous descendants. , and useful member, and in which he has filled 


A le 





Ca’ 
eonernat va, Wok 7 Pane: 






















































_——a r caw 
isu VaR bit 20) Mw 3 rivedtestd tay oAT mom wy oaks aio ria iy tes 
oe T : ‘ Tae “ 4 


eT We Yanagi dest “fae Glin i shed tre neq 


wb} ri fat eid bien oy Asis seta IOWS Veh bratioule ; 


» fet! (f tfagweM ned Levaiy a Wivtg aaifide din b nan 
; , A ilersemt “shotodle efay usta Wid wily to gate ods no b> 
j j fey: edlifidy nile Wonst alt Aiiw « tei ihe ob ead bey 


i, sm iH il OC sit iftiw horas sonie ent bane S094 
a BOVE FRY ¢ i ‘is JaAy “a bh: Dale ¥ hie wil Bs #81 al x 18g 
wrote A nitol be sttw ede) ihe Fabre Bas #hea9 wI63e, codt ¢ 


7 panier eb cowieblA Qos, AOR be OBE yori Io enoisese oid ni? 
mi lei it jn ,tatet os jo aredel 'soittieg ai meod ton asd. off sant te 
Boek sedoeo bel of titi soxnes within Temi S80) Teens 2hW send 
Hed 2 hne 4 & wrt lw se03moves gHtitiw bas sowie wns velod ol) ce 
wars sel r % Hotmunhs] de bebmod /<iieal 


“oh ; & boboet | -lsebri bored! SENG IOINS Jadd To ay te 


Sindee it} issaow leunoA sip Ad 2204 347 Ww anibliod os 2292 OF 

' a9 trow sd’ bew Br sHIO8F FH Hnworns otc levebleno> 4 
hoop Qe wl \sasibnl] -Fai€l Wo based gest ons Yo 2 vm otit 2 b a4 

’ ds lob Sobrud wol s ou biel -beitquyies view blad agrt oc es iw noidivon 


ROez IHL bsigte OT 99 sl bole -swoH om id Sereonq 





9 ofiedb Jeorg sdt iT, Woe wit mr enimsilliV/ eM of 2p8r 
4 tod iienl tadt nt ser Ui  nbids sou Patt. Baw logbir Mow onal 
£3\ 128) oi 1530) est) yd teywal 4 serniol yloubi aoH ; pay 
_ steieo vit Yo soumito stay vibe Baetotohlt eat pi: inibieon~, noi 
be a h3 int; id ni agsite- Mi inoenitel, +iOfet] sinah bas ae 
qu soilttes on toonhah  mozodel af 0281 2° gov. beib’ HORHED 
toveb ‘sent ind ino) bas vbel.ode, ABBE, OS Yaurds bain om. tt 
; i at W MW Wo win yush , at sixs 
wyben dds néuemeth ac 0 , ra Na ori (42 THA) soda 
58 bes ,yhisive thus xia t bility Smo Red od ee : 
. Hai wodaesg | a ae 
, (mara lMee9>' Youbieswt PM NeW YAWADEI eg q 
D282 Oe Siete oh) Je ers Cc, ro) galhyy et tee ‘e19001 at ott to. AT 
3 anew a} | etean G [MIZOIG. pyad’ saw ir: Uae Dra eQitis Hoy Wayne aq | 
31S yay pS voll otl3 nf aisblail sertlista CPL TA yy inuoo dauld aid 
r torts: 6 mer dondw van joie I ty disia ei , Va wagbiA dqaeol YF 
‘ : idl DHE | phn. wow OORT .2s ‘caer be oy tated 
any Jz aiff inne bea lia tral ot bovontet 4484 TRoy ont juods bas 730m 
oJ noenitsid ni egidevalodss avi! cg rE Yes. Dees sd vig oye velve (32 ewrelo \y aaa 
isiob yin bos boibaud dno a) gi ak deen eulhe behnrsen off D181 yt 
Hip. otuitenl gaioyW avdwecd (in wth) deve by ne nsdiangl % 
in yao fl i » Unnat re on}: Yo ziotesomne > 
GO 3nd lo esis» b inmost boy ATalator fate yliss aT at 
gnom oete load )+ned Hideshall fie! ni ee master: . mn 
79} 4 yewsabid ali’! toed astio qa hired ss ‘Yintuos 3099 ai bon > 
na 9D yrivisesy tind. ‘erm tle: ont Ve teaupaon sdy “ototed, ,etobems 
Pell .woiwioiis tes 4 tiv oiteDg Buty pe ashe aay we WAN hist. odT eit grill 
se brah 297 aldai 


/ Bui tt bomestes bre bskieger gidvid. Yc siidon sald mont bobaxaeeb elinadh § te 
& a J r " 5 , = 


zie EEO eS NOW Be Noeges | -sig Hive af Bete Ie teas isd) bi 2 .b mn y! 


Ww homigiz « MInQ WSs ne al ant rite ered toned soulT -siriqis! Di alin nt 
Ps ait rai botev bra ,nesild uqoA dogvet | 2 vot ise dé estlaua ‘olt, ‘yo ; Civ 
bee or ae , 





Ope mi bartiof oH cenoitses 9) mi an0 PRIS val wot 
7 i, 
tony 4 nxed sortie rave ead od dobdw, eo. to d at am rT 
cp asl 


Lidl e&fi Afi roid i ai bas dm 3m litven baa) bases 


: 






304 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


the offices of treasurer, steward, and class- 
leader. He was married, July 29, 1852, to] were born, Thomas,in 1795; James, 1797; John, 
Miss Mary M., daughter of Rev Levin Pretty- | 1799; Sarah, 1802; William B, 1804; Eliza- 
man of the Philadelphia Annual Conference, [beth 1805;and Doringiéon Glover,180g. In 1816, 
and has four children; Mary, now Mrs. A. P.|the father, mother, and two of the children 
Lasher, Principal of Pennington Institute,N. were cut down by an epidemic which was wide- 
Charles Bascom, A. M., a graduate of Dickin- | spread and almost devastated various sections 
son College, and a lawyer in Atchison, Kansas;|of the Peninsula. John Phoebus continued 
Wilbur Joseph, and Annie Clara, who are still|to follow the example of his father in enter- 
at home with their parents. taining the Methodists, until finding their 
eat Seles ue ats number increasing, he built for and gave to 

“4, HOEBUS, GEORGE ALFRED, D. D., them a chapel with the land whereon it stood. 
‘YT was, born January 4, 1830 in Somerset Inthis work he wasaided by his brother Lewis, 
if Co., Md. His ancestors were of English | Who, notwithstanding he nad a very large 
, descent. and among the earliest settlers family, kept also an open house for the weary 
AL of the county. George Phoebus, the |itinerant. Both brothers were blessed in their 

head of the house in America, was a young | Posterity, Lewes being the father of Harrison 
man and unmarried when he immigrated: In| Phoebus,the owner anc proprietor of the popu- 
1678, he was married to Ann Smith by Capt. lar hotel at Old Point Comfort, Virginia. James 
Thomas Haller. After her death he was mar- | Phoebus, the son of John, was prominent in 
ried to Mary Jones. He had four sons and two | his native county, possessed of a clear mind 
daughters, and died at a very advanced age in|and vigorous intellect, together with moral 
1747. Yohn Phoebus. his youngest son, born in | qualities that gave both grace and power to 
1717, was married in 1750, to Anna Muir, of a|his character. Hespent nearly one third of his 
Scotch family that had settled, partly in Som-|life in public service. In politics he was a 
erset, and partly in Dorchester counties, Md.| Whig, and afterwards a Republican. At the 
To these were born seven children, as follows:| time of the breaking out of the Rebellion, in 
Rev. William Phoebus M. D., born in 1754;| 1861, he was the owner of a large number of 
Mary, 1756; Henry. 1758; John, 1762; James, pees His servant men enlisted in the Union 
1767; Lewis, 1770; Thomas, 1777. Of these, ; army, and he himself went with them to the 
William entered into the ministry of the | recruiting offices to be assured that they were 
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1783, and be-| properly enlisted; the women with their chil- 
came an honored, wise, and venerated minis- | dren were provided with homes by him when 
ter, distinguished for his piety, varied learning, | they were all made free by the emancipation 
and unswerving integrity. He also studied, | proclamation, while two motherless children 
and, after graduation, practiced medicine in| were legally taken charge of by him, and 
the city of New York. He was the first active | protected within his own family, until one, an 
Methodist Preacher from Somerset county. | invalid, passed away, and the other was grown. 
He died at his residence in New York, in| He was a friend of the poor, a counselor for 
November, 1831. Lewis Phoebus lived an up-|his community, an advocate of temperance, 
right,exemplary life, dying in the 73rd year of |a christian of purity of character, and holiness 
his age. Thomas died in New Orleans,of yel-|of heart. He was twice married; first to 
low fever,in 1812. The father of these, John | Eliza Howard, who died early in life, leaving 
Phoebus, opened his house to the Methodists, /an only son, William Jas. Howard, who 
and for several years it was anestablished place also died in early life. In 1829 he was 
for public worship; his hands ministered to the; married to Ann Willing. By this marriage 
necessities of the first Methodist preacher that | the male and female branches of the family 
died in America, and from his house to the | were re-united, Ann (Willing) Phoebus, being 
family burial ground, was conveyed the remains | descended from Mary Willing, daughter of 
of the Rev. William Wright. He himself lived | Nancy Ross, daughter of Mary Walton, daugh- 
till near the close of the last century. At his! ter of Alice Ellen Spicer, daughter of George 
death his homestead went into the possession Phoebus. By this marriage came George A. 
of hisson John. The latter was married in 1793, | Phoebus, whose name is given at the head of 


to Margaret Muir of Dorchester county; tothem 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


this sketch. There were eleven children as) 
the ftuit of this second marriage, four of whom | 
have died. The father closed his useful and | 
honorable life in 1868. The early life of Dr. | 
Phoebus was pleasant. His parents,being strict | 
but liberal christians, gave ail possible care to 
his culture in childhood. He was given free 
access to books, and to the schools of his 
native county. In these he was prepared for 
_ college and entered Dickinson College in 1848, 
spending two years. At the termination of; 
his college life he taught school until yielding 
to the convictions of his mind, he entered the 
itinerant ministry of the Methodist Episcopal | 
Church in 1853, being connected with the Phil- | 
adelphia Annual Conference. His ministerial 
life has been spent mostly on the peninsula, 
and nearly one-half in the State of Delaware. 
He is known in the church as a bold and orig- 
inal thinker, with a mind patient in investiga- 
tion, and earnest in the enunciation of Gospel 
truths. He is an ardent supporter of the cause 


aft 
vi 





education, aiid being himself a life-long 
student, takes high grounds on this subject. 
He is connected with various Boards in his 
church, and being versed in her ecclesiastical 
history, occupies the highly responsible posi- 
tion of defender of her usages. He is a Metho- 
dist of the Asburyan type, holding that epis- 
copacy is a third order in the church, differing 
from presbytery, not in degree, but in the 
power and quality of ecumenical superintend- 
ence ; that.therefore,no man should take upon 
him this office, unless he be called thereto of 
God; that consecration to office in the church, 
while it is both wise and in conformity with 
ecclesiastical usage, is merely conventional,and 
imparts no inward quality or qualification. Dr. 
Phoebus has been honored not only by his own 
church, but by the sister denominations, it 
being a principle of his life to commend what- 
ever is good in all. In 1873, the honorary de- 
gree of A. M. was conferred upon him by the 
trustees and faculty of Dickinson College, and 
almost at the same time that of D. D. by the 
Delaware College. He is much engaged in 
literary work, and besides the publication of 
addresses, sermons, and essays, other and more 
imposing work may early appear from his pen. 
In 1856, he was married to Virginia Caroline 
Massey, second daughter of the Rev. Jas. A. 
Massey. lhe Massey family came to this 
country from the Island of Jersey, one of the | 
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Guernseys, and was settled in Kent county, Md. 
The order of descent in America is as follows: 
Elijah Massey, born in 1732, Benjamin, his son, 
1767, James Augustus, his son, 1808, Virginia 
Caroline, his daughter, 1837. Dr. Phoebus has, 
by his marriage, a companion whose culture 
and intellectual qualities are of a high order, 
and who is known and respected for her liter- 
ary productions. They have a large family of 
children, who are trained almost entirely by. 
their parents’ instruction. 


DEPARTMENT. 





A ers, Wilmington, was born in that 
S49" city, November 20, 1838. His parents 

<9 were John and Elizabeth (Bush) Mc- 
Lear. John McLear was a dry goods mer- 
chant in the above city, but late in life went 
into the banking and brokerage business. He 
was a man of upright and positive charac- 
ter, and exerted a wide influence. In the 
Whig party he was a ieading member, working 
earnestly for its success. He was a regular at- 
tendent and supporter of the Presbyterian 
Church. His wife died at the age of forty-five, 
but Mr. McLear lived to reach his seventy- 
seventh year, his death occurring in 1874. The 
names of their six children were, Anna Bush,who 
died in 1872 at the age of forty-three ; John 
Patterson, of the Wilmington Mills Manufac- 
turing Company; Samuel Bush of the D. K. 
Miller Lock Company, Philadelphia; Henry, 
Clay, and Elizabeth Bush McLear; one son 
died in infancy. Henry C. McLear received 
his education at Professor Hyatt’s Institute in 
Wilmington, and at the age of fourteen, by 
his own desire, was apprenticed to the car- 
riage trimming business with Henry Pretzch- 
ner, with whom he served four years. He 


'then worked as a journeymen till 1863, when 


he formed a partnership with Mr. P. L. Allen, 
for the manufacture of carriages; the firm 
bearing the name of Allen & McLear. This 
was dissolved after one year, and he then 
formed his present partnership with Mr. Cas- 
per Kendall, under the firm name of McLear 
& Kendall. They purchased of Mr. John Mer- 
rick, first the factory at the corner of Second 
and French streets, and in 1866, of the same 
gentleman, the works he had erected the previ- 


| ous year at the corner of King and Ninth streets. 


These were then the largest works of that kind 
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in the United States, and the firm has contin- 
ued since, with great enterprise and success. In 
May, 1882, 
Their stock of finished coaches and carriages 


HISTORY 


their factory was destroyed by fire. 


burned was very large, as also many that were | 


under way, representing, with the building, 
machinery, tools and materials, a loss of nearly 
$65,000. With characteristic energy and en- 
terprise the firm at once rebuilt their works, 
running their building up four stories high, the 
last story being finished with a mansard roof 


and the new machinery being of the latest and | 


most improved kinds By September 1, 1882, 
they were in full operation with an increased 
force of the most skilled workmen in every 
department. Mr. McLear has been one “of 
the leaders and managers of the Republican 
party for several years. -He was chairman of 
the city Republican committee in 1879 and 
1880. It is admitted that to his efforts and 
management it was largely due that the city 
of Wilmington gave President Garfield a ma- 
jority. Mr. McLear is a strong worker but 
has never allowed himself to be a candidate 
for office. He was madea Mason in 1863, and 
is a Royal Arch Mason and a Knight Tem- 
plar. He isa member of the West Presby- 
terian church, and has been chairman of the 
Board of Trustees since the organization of 
the church in 1868. He was married in 1865 
to Miss Martha J., daughter of John G. and 
Mary C. (Culbert) Yates. of Wilmington. 
They have four children living ; Walter, Mal- 
colm, Anna Bushand Martha McLear. 


f°2 UMMINS, GEORGE WILSON, Presi- 
@54 dent of the Kent County Mutual Insur- 
: ance Company, retired merchant, and 
farmer of Smyrna,was born in that town, 

© January 18, 1809. His father was John 
Cummins, for many years a leading merchant 
of that town, a man of great industry, business 
capacity and integrity, and was, at the time of 


Se 

Aga 
>» 

C3 


his death, perhaps, the largest land owner in| 


Kent county. He died in July, 1833. His 
mother was Susan H., daughter of William 
Wilson of Kent county, Maryland. She was 
an estimable woman, and died in 1845. George 
W. was the eldest son and second child, and 
attended school first in Smyrna Academy, an 
institution which his father contributed largely 
to build and support. 
age he went to Wilmington and attended 


At thirteen years of 





| 





OF DELAWARE. 


Enoch Lewis’ (Friends) schoo! for three years. 
When sixteen years of age his father put him 
in his store to perform the duty of store-boy 
and Merchandizing at that time, in 
Smyrna, comprised. in the case of John Cum- 


clerk. 


mins, the ownership of vessels trading from 
Duck Creek to Wilmington, Philadelphia and 
New York. These vessels brought goods to 
Smyrna for most of the merchants on the 
peninsula, and were then distributed in Mr. 
Cummins’ wagons, in Delaware and the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. George was put by his 
father under the charge of the chief clerk ; 
instructed implicitly to obey him, and attend 
to every duty without failing in any particular. 
He remained in the store of his father, as clerk, 
until 1830, when he was taken into partner- 
ship) At that day merchants in Smyrna 
bought staves, bark, wood, grain, and a variety 
of products of this class. which were sent to 
Wilmingtonand other cities. The larger staves 
finding their way to the West Indies to be used 
for sugar hogsheads; also, quercitron bark, 
after being ground, was exported to be used as 
a dye. In March, 1834, after the death of his 
father, the business was conducted by himself 
and brother, the firm being known as George 
W. Cummins and Brother, afterward as Cum- 
mins & Brother, and they also continued in 
the vessel business until the firm was dissolved; 
their larger vessels carrying grain to Boston 
and Providence, as well as to New York Mr. 
Cummins, after this, being in business by him- 
self from 1856 to 1859, dealt largely in the 
grain and vessel business, when he sold out to 
Col. Edwin Wilmer. Mr. Cummins has for 
many years been a large landowner and has 
given much attention toagricultural pursuits, in 
connection with his various other engagements. 
He is the owner of about 2500 acres of very 
valuable land in Kent county. He resides on 
“Woodlawn,” situated one mile south of 
Smyrna. It consists of over 200 acres. He 
has on it 8500 peach trees, 1500 pear, [50 
quince, and 200 apple trees. When he took 
this farm it was very poor; 30 acres in corn, 
giving only a rent of a few bushels of ‘‘nub- 
bins” or short corn. It is now in a high state 
of cultivation. Mr. Cummins was a member 
of the Delaware Legislature in the session of 
1856 and 1857, having been elected to that 
body on the Democratic ticket ; making a good 


| . . 7 
representative for one who has always kad a 
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decided distaste for political 
since this period has always refused to allow 
his name to be used on a party ticket. 


position; and | 
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at Newark,Del. In 1846 he formed a partner- 


ship with his employer under the frm name of 


He | 


was for many years a director of the Bank of 


Smyrna, and is now the occupant of that posi- 
tion in the Farmers Bank, at Dover, From 
an early period after its organization, he was 
one of the directors of the Kent County 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and since 
1868, has been President of that popular and 
well-managed corporation. He is a member 
of the vestry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Smyrna, having occupied that posi- 
tion for over thirty years. The late Bishop 
Cummins, of the Reformed P. E Church, was 
a cousin, and the subject of this sketch was 
named for the Bishop’s father. Mr. Cummins 
was married, June 6, 1837, to Miss Evelina M., 
daughter of William and Ann Denny, of Kent 
county, Maryland. Mrs. Ann Denny died in 
1881, at the advanced age 104 vears, and to 
the last retained the possession of her mental 
and physical faculties to a remarkable extent. 
The children of George W. Cummins, who 
still survive, are George W., of Smyrna, Walter, 
attorney-at-law, Wilmington, Sarah A., and 
Louisa A. Cummins. 


ILLIAMSON, HON. JOHN F., Mer- 
chant, Newark,was born in Cecil county, 
Md., March 5, 1818. His father, John 
#2 Williamson, of Scotch descent, was 
eS farmer and miller. He was a class- 
leader in the Methodist church, and his house 
the home of the earlyitinerant ministers. His 
wife was Sarah, daughter of Robert Arm- 
strong, of that county. They had eight chil- 
dren, of whom John Fletcher, was the sixth. 
Mr. Williamson died in 1847, at the age of 
seventy-three. His wife died in 1842, in the 
sixty-third year of her age. Both families 
were among the early settlers of Cecil county. 
Mr. Williamson’s early education was limited 
to an attendance upon the common schools of 
his neighborhood till he was twelve years of 
age. He was then employed on the farm and 
in the mill till seventeen, when he left home, 
his father having lost his property by endors- 
ing for others. He worked in a grist and saw 
mill till 1842,applying most of his wages to the 
support of his father’s family. At that time 





he became a clerk in the store of John Miller | honest countenance. 


Williamson & Miller, which continued to doa 
prosperous business till 1855, when the whole 


business passed by purchase into the hands of 


Mr. Williamson, who has ever since conducted 
it with uninterrupted success. He has always 
taken a deep interest in public affairs, and has 
often served as school commissioner, school 
trustee,and town commissioner. In 1860 he was 


-elected to the House of Delegates (on the Bell 
jand Everett ticket) for two years, serving as 


| speaker of that body. 


| period of enlistment. 


In 1862 he was elected 
to the State Senate on the Republican ticket, 
and was the nominee for speaker. He wasa 
useful and leading member, exerting his 
utmost endeavors to secure legislation favor- 
able to the Union cause, with which he was 
prominently identified from the beginning of 
hostilities. He was in the’ seventh Delaware 
Infantry, serving as commissary sergeant 
of that regiment, until the expiration of its 
He has been frequently 


;urged by the leaders of the Republican party 











to allow his name to be placed upon the ticket 
as candidate for Governor, but has always de- 
clined the honor. Mr. Williamson joined the 
M.E. church in 1842, and has been a prominent 
member and office-bearer. In 1843 he organ- 
ized the Sunday School of his church, and for 
thirty-five consecutive years served as its super- 
intendent. He was, in 1872, the President of the 
first Lay Conference held in Wilmington, and 
was elected an alternate on the list of delegates 
of that year, to the General Conference. In 
1876 the Lay Conference elected him a dele- 
gate to the General Conference which met 
that year in Baltimore. Hewas licensed asa 
local preacher in 1878. He was married 
August 27, 1847, to Margaret, daughter of 
William Reynolds, of New Castle county. 
They have four surviving children: John M., 
a lawyer in Philadelphia, and a graduate of 
Dickinson College ; Alexander F., associated 
in business with his father; Kate A. and 
Maggie R. Williamson. The above simple 
narrative of the labors and positions held by 
Mr. Williamson needs no words of praise to 
speak his worth as a man and a christian, and 
the high respect and confidence in which he is 
held by his fellow citizens. 


stature, dignified bearing, 


He is of large 
and has a frank and 
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es ACALLISTER, COL. SAMUEL A. 





O%4 oP Sept. 10,1840. His father was Samuel 

<-> Macallister,a journalist,and connected | 
with the Dazly Sun of that city. His mother | 
Isabella Macallister, died when Samuel was 
three years old, and his father, in 1850. Thus 
when only in his tenth year he was left an or- 
phan and is the only one of five children of his 
parents who survives. When but ten years old 
he came to Delaware, and was placed ona farm 
in Kent county, his opportunities to obtain an 
education being limited to an attendance 
at the public school in the winter months for 
three consecutive years. After this period he 
never again attended school. But there 
are some minds which rise above the most 
untoward circumstances, and in defiance of ob- 
structions and outward surroundings, take hold 
of knowledge. Such a mind was that of Mr. 
Macallister. At the age of tourteen years he 
began going to sea, and being away insummer, 
came back-to spend tis wintcrs on the farm. 
He took every opportunity to study and im- 
prove himself, more especially in mathematics 
and navigation, under the direction of the mas- 
ters of vessels. His first voyage was to Rio 
Janeiro, S. A., when in his fifteenth year. He 
subsequently went to France and England, 
but was mostly employed in the West India 
and coast-wise trade. Upon the breaking out of 
the war of the rebellion he enlisted as a private 
and was mustered into Co. F, first Delaware 
Regiment, Col. John W. Andrews. His sol- 
dierly bearing and courage soon won him pro- 
motion in the field, and by successive steps he 
rose to non-commissioned, then to commis- 
sioned officer, until he reached the rank of 
Ist Lieutenant of his company, and adjutant of 
the Regiment. He was detailed and appointed | 
an Aid-de-camp on the staffof the lamented 
General Thomas A. Smyth of Wilmington, and 
was within a few paces of the General when a} 








died in less than twenty-four hours thereafter. | 
He served on staff duty until he waS mustered | 
out, July 13, 1865. Col. Macallister was wound- | 
ed three times, first at Fredericksburg, then | 
at Antietam, and severely at Bristow station. 
Upon his return to civil life he settled in the | 
city of Wilmington, and still suffering from, 
his injuries, sought such employment as was 





DELAWARE. 


suitable to his physical condition. The posi- 
tion of Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue 
for the District of Delaware, was tendered to 
him, and he served in this position creditably 
from 1869 to 1872. 
ployed his leisure in the study of the law, 
under the direction of Anthony M. Higgins, 
Esq... He was admitted. to the Bar at the 
December term of the Court, 1872, and imme- 
diately entered on the practice of his profes - 
sion in that city. From the first he met with 
a good degree of success, which continued 
increasingly remunerative. In 1877 Colonel 
Macallister was elected by the city council 
Solicitor of Wilmington, and was re-elected 
to the same position for three years in May, 
i878. In this’position, it is not too much to 
say that he won the confidence of men of all 
parties,and made an admirable record as the 
law officer of the city. He has been the 
President and a director of the Wilmington In- 
stitute for the last ten years and has served for 
three years inthe Board of Public Education. 
He has taken a large share of interest in the 


During this period he em- 


organization of the militia of the State, and 
for two years the Colonel commanding the 
troops of the State, resigning that position in 
November, 1881, and was succeeded by Col. 
S. M. Wood. He is now devoting his time 
exclusively to his law practice. In politics he 
has always voted and acted with the Repulican 
party and ts very pronounced, though courte- 
ous, in his advocacy ofits claims. Few men of his 
years in this or any other State have begun life 
under more inauspicous and saddening circum- 
stances, and his career is full of instruction 
to those youths who are left with the task 
before them of hewing out their path to an 
honorable and successful future. He has been 
repeatedly spoken of asa suitable man to fill 
the responsible position of Mayor of the city, 
and as far back as 1875, ina list of seven 
persons who were candidates for nomination 
by the Republican party, Col. Macallister had 
the second highest number of votes for his 
nomination, although he made no effort to 
obtain it. In 1882 he again was largely sup- 
ported for the Mayoralty of the city. He 
was married in April 1872, to Miss Sadie A., 
daughter of Joshua A. Conner, Esq., of 
Chester county.Pa. Three children have been 
born to them: M. Isabella, Ada V., and J. 
Letitia Macailister. 
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&R AMM, PLEASANTON, Merchant and} 
wh Fruit Grower of Cowgill’s Corner, was 
born in Camden, Feb. 23,1812. His father, | 
a 09 Benjamin Hamm,died in 1816,in Camden. 

His mother was Ann Pleasanton, a de-| 
Beendant of Henry Stevens, a large jandholder 
in Little Creek Neck and among the early set- | 
tlers of this part of the county. The family is | 
still in possession of numerous articles of 
~ household furniture, which were brought from | 
England by the ancestors of Mrs. Hamm. The) 
subject of this sketch attended the schools of | 
his vicinity until he was sixteen years of age. 
when he entered the Gazette Office at Wil- | 
mington to learn printing, and continued there 
for four years. On leaving he followed his 
trade for ten years when he removed to his 
present home at Cowgill’s Corner,and engaged | 
in mercantile pursuits, which he has continued 
ever since. He inherited from his grandfather 
a farm of 114 acres situated in Little Creek 
Neck, and in 1880 he purchased an adjoining 
farm of 7o acres. Giving his attention partly to 
his land he has been successtui both as a mer- | 
chant anda farmer. In the culture of fruits 
he has engaged largely, raising peaches, straw- 
berries, etc., very successfully. In politics he 
is a Democrat. He has been twice married, 
first in 1834, to Miss Abigail, daughter of Judge 
Christopher Sickler, of New Jersey. Two chil- 
dren of this marriage grew to maturity ; Laura 
Virginia, now wife of Rev. William. F. Talbot | 
of the Wilmington Conference, Mary Anna,who 
married, first, Mr. Gideon Waples, of Sussex 
county, and afterwards, Mr. Alexander Taylor, 
of Dover. -\fter the loss of his wife, Mr. Hamm 
married, in 1849, Miss Sallie E., daughter of 
William Porter, of South Milford. The three 
children of this marriage are Pieasonton Jr., 
Kate P. and Lizzie Hamm. Favored in his 
undertakings, his efforts crowned with success, 
Mr. Hamm enjoys the evening of a quiet, use- 
ful and pleasant life. 
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OAZIER,:sHENRY,| Farmer, late « of 
“White Hall,’ was bern in New Castle 
wy county. June 14,1799. His father, Jacob 
oe Cazier,a farmer of the same county,died, 

© May 2, 1807. Jacob Cazier married Mrs. 
Charity, widow of Rev. James McCoy,a clergy- 
man of the Presbyterian church, May 9, 1795. 
Her maiden name was Charity Benson; she was 
a woman of great energy and business ability, | 








were French 
land owners as early as 1760, and*patents and 
deeds are still in existence showing their pos- 
session of large tracts of land on the St. 


reals. Mr. 
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and was conspicuous for piety,and devotion to 
her church. She died March 4, 1843 in the 
eighty-second year of her age. 
|parents of Henry were Jacob and Rebecca 
Cazier, whose 


The grand- 


four sons were John, Jacob, 
Henry and Matthias. The ancestors of the family 
Huguenots. They were large 


Augustine Creek, traversing a broad area from 
the waters of the Chesapeake Bay, on the 
Bohemia Manor,to the mouth of St. Augustine 
Creek on the Delaware Bay. A large portion 
of this property is yet in the hands of J. B. 
Cazier. Henry Cazier grew up on the farm 
adjoining Mt. Vernon Place,the estate of Jacob 
B. Cazier. Although his early educational ad- 
vantages were limited,he nevertheless acquired 
a large fund of business and historical knowledge 
When ofage he came into possession of 400acres 
of land,and such was his industry and business 
management that at the time of his death he 
was the owner of seven large farms aggregat- 
ing 3000 acres of valuable land in Delaware and 
Maryland, which was devoted, chiefly, to ce- 
Cazier joined the Presbyterian 
church about (830, which event produced a 


marked change in his lite and character. He. 


became ardent in his attachment to every 
form of aggressive christianity, which he was 
ready at all times to sustain by liberal con- 
tributions from his means. He 
was identified with the temperance cause 
from its rise, and was a devoted advocate 
of total abstinence, visiting various points 
and speaking with great effectiveness in 
Maryland and Delaware. In politics, Mr. 
Cazier was an old line Whig, a great ad- 


growing 


|mirer of Henry Clay, and a personal and 


political friend of Hon. John M. Clayton. He 
would never allow his name to be used for any 
office of profit or honor in the state, yet no 
man was more interested or active in his party 
than he, during the life of Henry Clay, at 
whose death he ceased to take so large a share 
of interest in public and political affairs, yet 
continued to act and vote with, at first, the 
American, and then with the People’s party 


until the period of his death, which occurred 
Nov. 5, 1859, at the age of 61 years. Few men 
have better illustrated than he, the virtues of 
industry, self reliance, and devotion to moral 
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and religious conviction. He was united in 
marriage on the 23d of December 1828. to Miss | 
Sarah Johnston, of New York, by Rev. T. 
McDuley,in Rutgers church in that city. Mrs. 
Cazier died August Ist, 1877, in her eighty-first | 
year. She possessed rare natural endowments 
and was an educated and devoted christian 
lady. Her death was a great loss to the church 
and community in which she had lived for 
nearly half a century. The following children | 
were bornof this marriage; Catherine Eugenia, 
who married Rev. Samuel Dickey of Oxford, 
Pa., October 8, 1850; she died March 16,1862 ; 
Sallie Eugenia, born August 11, 1853; Mary| 
Irvine, born August 21, 1857, and Jacob Benson 
Cazier. . 





SAZIER: JACOB -BENSON,< Retired 
Farmer, near Kirkwood, New Castle 
county, son of Henry Cazier, was born 
re on White Hall farm, the old homestead, 
ace 25, 1833. Heattended the schools} 
of his neighborhood till his fourteenth year 
when he was sent to the Academy at Newark, 
then in charge of Rev. Matthew Meigs, now 
consul to Greece. After a thorough prepara- 
tory course of two and ahalf years, he entered 
Delaware college, where he remained till about 
the middle of the senior year, when he left for 
the purpose of making a general tour of the 
United States, and spent about twelve months 
in visiting the principal cities, and points of in- 
terest in the northern, western and southern 
portions of the Union. Returning home he 
entered upon the duties of life as an agricul- 
turist, on the old homestead farm. In 1859, | 
(after the decease of his father,) he retired from 
the practical pursuits of farming and removed 
to the beautifully located farm, ‘‘ Mount Ver- | 
non place,” where he still resides. In this farm | 
Mr. Cazier has taken great pride, and has 
made of it one of the most productive and val- | 
uable estates in the country. He owns, also 
the old homestead, “White Hall,” and in 1873) 
purchased the lands devised by his father to) 
his father’s. brother, John Cazier The three. 
tracts of land being contiguous, make one | 
solid body of about thirteen hundred acres 
bounded on the south by the Chesapeake and 
Delaware canal. He has, besides, other farms, 
in all, amounting to about two thousand acres | 

of improved and valuable land, which he 
devotes, principally, to cereals. In 1878, Mr. | 








,,and one daughter, Mary Ann, 
Thomas C. Aldrich of Wilmington, and died 
'in 1855. 


DELAWARE. 


Cazier took away all of the old family resi- 
dence but a portion of the outside walls, and 
rebuilt it in modern style, after plans of his 
own,making of it one of the most commodious, 
richly finished, and elegant mansions in the 
state. Mr. Cazier is influential and popular; is 
a prominent member of the Peninsula Agri- 
cultural and Pomological Society. In politics 
he is an independent Republican, and a ster- 
ling advocate of a strong government, but has 
no aspirations for political honors. He was 
married in December, 1878, to Miss Hannah 
Brinton, daughter of William Magins, late of 


Wilmington. 

SG Mires of St. George’s, was born in 
uy Philadelphia, Feb. 11, 1828. His father, 

Ga David Deacon Taylor, born in Wilming- 
)) ton, in the year 1800, was a machinist 

by trade, and in early life removed to Phila- 

delphia, where he took Philip Garrett, a Quaker, 


eg NAYLOR, ANDREW D. DEACON, 


,|into partnership, the firm bearing the name of 


David D. Taylor & Co. In May, 1827, he 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Warwick 
of Philadelphia, who came from England to 
America in early life, was a patriot during the 
Revolution, and died in 1864, at the great age 
of one hundred years. He was very wealthy, 
owning a large amount of property in Phila- 
delphia, and after his death a chest, he had 
carefully guarded, was found to contain two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars in conti- 
nental money. David D. Taylor had two 
daughters, who died in childhood, and he died 
at the early age of thirty-one. His father, 
Andrew Taylor, was born in Germantown, Pa., 
about 1755. He married Elizabeth Deacon, of 
New Jersey, sister of Commodore David Deacon 
of the United States Navy, who died at seaon 
board the man of war Brandywine. They had 
a large family, seven living to maturity ; George 


I W., of Wilmington ; Augustus; David Deacon ; 


Alexander, living near Springfield, Illinois ; 
Rev. William W. Taylor, a Presbyterian Clergy- 
man residing in Wilmington; Edward T, 
treasurer of the Artizan’s Bank, Wilmington, 
who married 


Andrew Taylor was for many years, 
flour inspector in Wilmington. He died in 
1840, at about the age of eighty-seven years. 
The family came, originally, from Germany, 
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where their name was Schneider, which, after 
their arrival in America, was changed to its 
English equivalent, Taylor. Mr. Taylor was 
educated in the public schools of Philadelphia | 
till the age of fifteen, when he became a clerk 
in a dry goods store in that city, and was thus 
engaged till 1850, after which he was, for seven 
years a clerk in a drug store. He then took a 
partner and engaged in the retail drug busi- 
‘ness. In July, 1863, he entered the Quarter- 
master's department of the United States 
Army at Fortress Monroe, in which position 
he continued till 1868, when he settled in St. 
George’s, New Castle county, in mercantile 
business. In this he has been very successful> 
and has become the leading merchant of the 
town. He has gained, also, the entire respect 
and confidence of the people of the place, as 
aman of character and worth. In politics he 
was formerly an old line Whig and a staunch 
defender of that party, and is now an equally 
pronounced Republican. He is now and has 
heen for two terms previously, a.member of 
the Town Council, of which he is Treasurer, 
and is also, Treasurer of the Town Library. 
Since 1853, he has been a member of Phoenix 
Masonic Lodge of Philadelphia, No. 130. He 
is a member of the Presbyterian Church and 
Treasurer of the Board of Trustees. Mr. 
Taylor was married, in 1853, to Miss Sarah I., 
daughter of Joseph Keen, of Philadelphia. His 
eldest son, Henry Clay, is his partner in busi- 
ness. The only daughter, Ella Yardley, is the 
wife of Oliver V. Jamison, a farmer of St. 
George’s hundred, and they have one other 
child, William Keen Taylor, eight years of age. 








"§o ATMAN, CHARLES, Jr., Merchant, 
ret Middletown, was born about ten miles 
> Lb west of Milford, Sussex county, Feb- 
CES ruary 17,1820. His father, Cyrus Tat- 
-)) man, born in the same place, November 
13,1789, owned a small farm and grist mill, from 
which he supported his family. His wife was 
Elizabeth Dushane, whom he married in Feb- 
ruary, 1813. They had eight children, of whom 
four are still living. The father of Cyrus was 
Purnell Tatman, a native of the same county, 
anda farmer. He married Bathsheba Griffith, 
who was a member of an extensive family of 
that name in Sussex county. Purnell Tatman 
raised a large family and died in 1826. The 
. family is of English origin, and tradition places | 
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their emigration to this country late in the 17th 
century. The descendants are now scattered 
through Delaware, and the Western and South- 
ern States. The subject of this sketch was 
brought up to work on his father’s farm and in 
the mill, attending for a limited period the 
schools of the neighborhood, which were few 
and poor. Atsixteen years of age he became a 
clerk in the store of Edwards & Hazel in Mid- 
dletown. In six months the firm dissolved and 
he became a clerk with Tatman & McKee, at 
Cantwell’s Bridge, now Odessa. Mr. Tatman, 
who is still living, is his uncle and a younger 
brother of his father His sketch and portrait 
are to be found in this volume. As his name 
was also Charles, Mr. Tatman affixed ‘‘junior” 
to his name, which he has since retained. - He 
remained with that firm till 1843, and 
thoroughly mastered the business which he 
has made the vocation of his life. Returning 
to Middletown he was a clerk for Mr. Richard 
Lockwood for three years, and in 1846, form- 
ing a partnership with Philip Le Compt; they 
purchased the stock and business of his late 
employer. In less than a month Mr. Le Compt 
died, although Mr. Tatman ‘continued the 
business under the firm name of Le Compt & 
Tatman till 1848. At that time his old em- 
ployer, Mr. Lockwood, became his partner by 
the purchase of Mr. Le Compt’s interest. 
Lockwood and Tatman continued to doa large 
and prosperous business till 1865, when Mr. 
Tatman bought out his partner, and has since 
managed his affairs with equal success in his 
own name. He is one of the most substantial 
and prosperous men of the town. By close 
attention to business, and by a course of strict 
integrity and honor, he has not only accumu- 
lated a handsome fortune, but has won for 
himself the respect and confidence of the 
community with which he has so long been 
identified. He was originally an old line Whig 
in politics and cast his first vote for Henry 
Clay. He held the office of Postmaster under 
Presidents Taylor and Fillmore from 1849 to 
1854. He has also served as Town Commis- 
sioner, and as a school officer. During the 
late war he was a pronounced Union man, 
contributing heavily and exerting his influence 
to the utmost to assist the Republic in its 
struggle with rebellion. His principles and 
convictions naturally allied him with the Re- 
publican party, of which he is an earnest sup- 
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porter. He fs an attendant and supporter or December 31, 1854. Mr. Duncan was a man 
the Presbyterian Church, and for many years; highly respected in all his wide circle of ac- 
has been a member of its Board of Trustees. | quaintance, and warmly regarded among his 
He has never married, but for twenty-five friends. His activity and energy were remark- 
years was the entire support of his parents.| able, and the results proportionate. He mar- 
His father’s health failing, he brought them to|ried, in 1833, Mrs.- Elizabeth S., widow of 
Middletown, furnished them a home as long;Samuel Woolston, and daughter of David 
as they lived, and ministered to their declin-} Brinton. She died in 1859. Their children 
ing years with the most tender and loving| were, Richard B ; Charles, (deceased); Henry 
care. Mr. Tatman has enjoyed remarkable|B.; John A; William R., and Elizabeth 
health, having had but one period of slight} Duncan. 
indisposition of about two week’s duration. 
since he was ten years of age. He is of a| (@O2ERKINS,DR. AND REV. JOHN DAY, 
genial disposition, naturally quiet and retiring, es an eminent physician and preacher of 
but a man of superior intelligence, and one ye 4 Smyrna, was born in Kent county, Md., 
of the most highly respected members of i So) August 20, 1790. His father was Thos. 

le 
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community. Perkins of that county, who died in 1833. 
His mother was Mary Kettridge, daughter of 
John Malden, an emigrant from England, who 
settled at Zurkey Point, Cecil Co., Md. She died 
in Baltimore, at the age of eighty-four, having 
removed there in the childhood of her son, John 
Dav,and he grew tamanhood in that citv. He 


@2> UNCAN, JEREMIAH WOOLSTON 
deceased, was born in Baltimore, Md., 
Fe, July 21, 1810, and was the third son of 
a5 John and Elizabeth (Woolston) Dun- 
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can, ot wliose family an account is 
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in a preceding sketch. He received, in com-| graduated at the Pennsylvania University after 
mon with all the other members of his father’s | having attended three coursés of lectures, and 
family, a good English education, but his active | began the practice of his profession in part- 
and enterprizing nature early asserted itself, ; nership with Dr. Thomas Emerson Bond, after- 
and while still but a boy in years, he proceeded | ward the able editor of the Christian Advocate 
of his own volition to Philadelphia, where he | axd Fournal of New York. After a short time, 
became a clerk in a hardware store, remaining; Dr. Perkins removed to Sudlersville, Queen 
till he was twenty years of age. He then went! Anne’s county, Md., and there practiced medi- 
into partnership, in Wilmington, with his) cine for fourteen years. In May, 1828, he re- 
brother, John A. Duncan, in the hardware! moved to Smyrna, Delaware, and for twenty- 
business. In 1830 he withdrew from the firm! four years was engaged in a large and success- 
and went into the lumber business with Baudy | ful practice. For eight years before his death 
Simmons and Company, of Wilmington. He)! he suffered from partial paralysis, which greatly 
afterwards retired, also, from this firm andjaffected both his body and mind. Doctor 
went into the West India trade and wholesale ; Perkins was one of nature’s noblemen, in physi- 
grocery business, in partnership with Matthew | cal form and presence as well as in character. 
and Andrew Carnahan, in the same place. He| His genial manners made him a favorite, and 
next erected a steam saw mill on the “Old| he won the esteem and confidence of his 
Ferry” property. In 1850 he removed to| patrons, by his unwavering integrity and hon- 
Chicago, where he engaged extensively in the | orable life. In very early life he became a 
lumber business. He owned large tracts of)| member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
land in Michigan,near the straits of Mackinaw,| and after some years was licensed as a local 
and the town of Duncan, in that vicinity, was} preacher of that church, which office he filled 
named in his honor. But the life he now led! for many years, greatly to the acceptance of 
subjected him tofrequent and severe exposures, | the people. He married in 1813, Mrs. Eliza- 
and carried away by his activity and energy, | beth, widow of James Kennedy, of Millington, 
he paid too little regard tohis health. It thus; Kent county, Md. The following are their 
se that in the prime of his vigorous and | _ surviving children ; Mary J., widow of Colonel 

ost valuable life he contracted a fatal sick- | George Davis; Francis A., widow of George 
ness. He returned to Wilmington and died, | Biddle, of Cecil county, Md.; Thomas J., of 
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Tallahasse, Florida; Ellen Franklin, residing ;the community in which he has spent his life, 


_in Baltimore, and Dr. William Charles Perkins,| Mr. Cummins has preserved, unblemished, a 


a physician of West Philadelphia, Pa.,of whom | reputation for integrity and honor, and asa 
see sketch in this volume. John Bradshaw | citizen isinfluential and widely respected. He 
Perkins, the fourth child and second son of Dr.|is a member of the Democratic party, but 
Perkins, died at Harper's Ferry, Va., during| with so many other pressing demands upon 
the late civil war. his time and attention, has taken comparative- 
ly little interest in political affairs. He has 


(£°@UMMINS, DAVID JAMES, President been for many years a vestryman of the St. 
Aff of the National Bank at Smyrna, was Peters P. E. church of Smyrna, having been 


Coe SL born in that town, March 16,1824 His | from his boyhood in its communion. He was 
a distin- | Married, June 26/1852, 1 to. Miss Juliet, M., 
me oF cleaeiuipenandimerchant of Smyrna. daughter of William Polk, Esq. of Odessa. 
He had scv.n sons, of whom the subject of | The six children of this marriage are all liv- 
Mr. D. J. Cummins! ine; William: Polk =: Margaret :P:.;,Susan. F. 
juices Agnes; Edith J., and Albert W. Came 


WW !2-father was John Cummins, 





this sketch was the filth. 
was brought up in the place of his nativity, 
has spent his life there, and stiil resides in the mins. 


house in which he was born. His early edu- 

cation was obtained in the schools of the cae AULL, GEORGE WOOLLEY, M.D., 
town,and in 1839 and 1840 he was sent to the| \€ at, of Georgetown, was born in that place, 
Friends’ school in Wilmington, then under | at September 7, 1807. His parents were 
the direction of Mr. Bullock. After his return Or £ James and Mary (Kollock) Maull. His 


— 


he went into the stere of his brother George, ap father, who was a house-carpenter, 
(of whom also see sketch,) for the purpose of |served his apprenticeship at Millington, Md. 
acquainting himsclf with all the details of mer- | He was in the war of 1812, and in 1823 was 
cantile business. He continued as clerk for | elected Sheriff of Sussex county for three years. 
four years,and in 1845 became a partner withhis | John Maull, the father of James, was a ship- 
brother in the general merchandise and vessel | carpenter, and fought inthe revolutionary army. 
business They built a number of vessels and | He was an Episcopalian. He had nine sons 
shipped grain to Phil’a, New York, Providence |and one daughter, whe all lived to old age. 
and Boston, and were large buyers, also, of | His youngest son, Joseph Maull, was Gover- 
bark, staves, wood, lime and commercial ferti- | nor of Delaware, and died while filling that 
lizers, and manufactured bricks. Mr. Cum-joffice. The father of John Maull was from 
mins, retired from this business in 1853, in| England and tradition says, came over with 
order to devote himself to his four farms, com- | William Penn. The family settled in Lewes, 
prising twelve hundred acres of land; and|and were among the first English settlers 
immediately went into the business of raising |there. Dr. Maull was educated at the George- 
peaches. Of this now large interest he was | town Academy. When nineteen years old he 
one o° the pioneers of his vicinity, and has led commenced the study of medicine with Dr. 
the way, and helped and encouraged others | Joseph March, of Lewes, and afterwards con- 
by his success. Also the general interests of | tinued with Dr. Elias S. Richards. In 1827, he 
agriculture in his locality have claimed a/ matriculated at the Jefferson Medical College, 
large share of his attention, and his advice | Philadelphia, from which he graduated with 
and opinion are held in high esteem. In 1854 | distinction in 1830. Returning to his native 
he was made a director of the New Castle} town he took out his license in May of the 
county National Bank of Odessa, which posi- | same year, and commenced the practice of his 
tion he held for twenty years. In 1876 he) profession. He soon teok high rank and at- 
was elected President of the National Bank of | tained the largest practice of any physician in 
Smyrna, having been for two years, previously, | that part of the country. For sixteen years he 
one of its directors, and still retains this hon- “never left his field of labor to stay over night, 
orable and responsible position. Jn all his,and his success was largely due to his untir- 
large and varied interests, as a business man, ‘ing watchfulness and care His deep interest 
and in all the relations he has sustained to and faithful watching of every case entrusted 
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to him, inspired in his patients a trust and con- | 
fidence that was restful and helpful to them 
and greatly aided his skillful administration of. 
remedies. During the war he was left with 
almost the entire professional business of his 
locality in his hands, the other physicians 
being absent at the scene of hostilities. His 
practice has had no interruption from the time 
of hissettlement in Georgetown to the present. | 
He is now. probably, the oldest practicing 
physician in the state, and is still in the enjoy- | 
ment of excellent health. He still has a large 
practice, although thcre are now many more) 
physicians, and considers himself as capable as | 
ever. He never wears glasses when driving. | 
Dr. Maull has been for many years a member of | 
the Medical Society of Delaware. He was 
married in 1830 to Miss Julia Hobbs, a native 
of Baltimore. Three of their five children are 
now living Dr. William Maull of Wilming- | 
ton, whose plate and sketch are in this volume ; 
James Henry Maull, ex-Postmaster of George- 
town, and Emma Green, widow of the late | 





Toho E P.M. (Parker, 2 promincnat druggist of) 
Georgetown. Mrs. Maull died August 3, 


1874, at the age of seventy years. She wasa 
member of the Presbyterian church, an excel- 
lent christian woman, and greatly beloved 
by all who knew her. In November, 1875, 
Dr Maull married Mary Jane Butler, his pres- 
ent wife. He has, occasionally, during his 
long and useful life, taken time to travel, and 
has made himself quite well acquainted with 
the western portion of the United miate and 
Territories. 


UMP, ISSAC, M. D., of Dover, was born 
in North West Fork hundred, Sussex 
6 county, November 8,1809. He was the 
al? youngest of twelve children, whose par- 

“ ents were Olive and Mary (Priest) Jump, 
His father was bornin Maryland and removed to 
Delaware in early life. He was a man of good 
education and stood highin the community. He 
was afarmer and alsoa surveyor and conveyan- 
cer, and wrote most of the deeds and alli kinds 
of legal papers forthe neighborhood. The elder 
Jamcs A. Bayard once said of him in court, 
that he could ‘‘draw a stronger instrument in 
fewer words than any lawyer in the state.” 
He died at the age of fifty-six, when his son 
Issac was but one year old. The mother of the 









latter also died when he was only four, and an | the state. 


| Doctor 
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older sister, Mrs. Mary Nexia Stafford, took 


him under her care till he was eighteen. Until 


nearly that time he attended the neighborhood 
schools, and afterwards engaged in teaching, 
continuing his studies by himself. From that 
time he made his own way in the world and 
obtained a professional education by his own 


-exertions. At twenty he commenced the study 


of the languages,and somewhat later the study 
of medicine. In 1834 he entered the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, from which he graduated 
of Medicine in 1836, and settled in 
Dover in April of that year He is said to 
have had a larger practice than any physician 
who has ever lived in Dover, and has enjoyed 
throughout all these years the entire confi- 
dence of the community. He was a Director 
oi the Farmers Bank at Dover from 1848 to 
1853; and is a Director of the Delaware 
Railroad; clected to this position by the 
stockholders in 1868. For several years prior 
to 1876he was President of the First National 
Bank: of: Dover. r. Jump was a Whig 
aul pulitics, aud as such his influence was 
felt and decided, but for many years he 
would not allow his name to be used as a can- 
didate for office. In 1850 he was elected 
to the State Senate for a term of four years. 
Although in the minority in that body he ex- 
erted strong influence in behalf of hu- 
manity and justice, and the principles of his 


party. During his term, the code of Delaware 
was revised and what is known as *' The Black 
Code” was re-enacted, but every provision of 


those measures Dr. Jump opposed with a 
strength and a decision that is now remem- 
bered to his honor. During the war his en- 
thusiasm for the Union and the old flag was in- 
fectious and inspiring. He succeeded in ob- 
taining arms from the Federal Government, 
and organized a company of which he was 
elected captain, and drilled them thoroughly 
in military tactics. Many of them afterward 
became officers in the field. When the rebels 
invaded Maryland and it became necessary to 
send men into that state from Delaware, he, 
to encourage those who had families depen- 
dent on their daily labor, had all the grain 
from his farms carried to iis mill as a supply 
from which such families might draw free ra- 
tions during that time. Since the war Dr. 
Jump has been U.S. Examiner for his part of 
In 1874 he was nominated for Gov- 
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and of Lincoln in 1860. When the President 
called for three months troops, in 1861, he, at 
once, assisted in raising a company of which 
he was appointed First Lieutenant. TVhe reg- 
iment, when complete, was ordered to guard 
the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 


érnor by the Republican party, and ran ahead 
of his ticket, but was defeated by his Demo- 
cratic opponent by only twelve hundred votes, 
though the average majority for the Democratic 








ticket was largely in excess of that. He has 
been for many years a steward in the Methodist 
church, with which he united in 1852. Dr.| railroad, between Baltimore and Havre de 
Jump was married in November, 1843, to Miss} Grace, in which duty it continued until mus- 
Ruth Anna, daughter of Jonathan Jenkins, of| tered out. In 1862 Lieutenant Nields raised a 
Camden, and sister of Mrs. Dr. Ridgely of} Battery of Light Artillery, the first and only 
Dover. She lived only eight months after her} Battery of the kind ever recruited in Delaware. 
marriage. January 6, 1846, he married Miss| He was commissioned Captain of this organi- 
Margaret Hunn, of New York city, who died! zation which was composed of the first 
three years and a half afterward, leaving him aj young men of the state. It was mustered 
daughter. He was again married, October ee the service of the United States in 
1856, to Sarah Virginia, widow of Charles} August of that year, and was ordered to 
Alling, of Newark, N. J., and daughter of|Camp Barry near Washington. It took part 
Alexander *C. Hyer, formerly a merchant of|in the defense of Suffolk, Va., when that 
Philadelphia, and a member of the ‘Order of! town was besieged by Longstreet, and later 
The Cincinnati.” The daughter of Dr. Jump} was sent to New York to assist the enforce- 
married Martin B. Hillyard, and died in 1878,} ment of the draft. On his return to Camp 
leaving two childrcn, Mary Olive and John! Barry, the private soldiers of his command 
Hunn Hiliyard. z presented Cantain Nields with a very elegant 
jewelled sabre as an expression of their admir- 

RO ation for himas an officer, and their apprecia- 
@ Aik Wilmington, son of Thomas and Eliza! tion of his unwearying care for their health 
ai Nields, was born in East Malborough, and comfort. When the officers appointed by 
Gye township, Chester county, Penna., July; the British Government to visit the United 
“> 12, 1831. His ancestors were English} States and examine the improvement in arms 
Friends, and were among the earliest settlers} and war material, were in Washington, Gen- 
of that part of the state. His parents both] eral Barry, Chief of Artillery, U.S. A., selected 
died while he was very young and his oppor-|the 1st Delaware Battery from among the 
tunities of education were limited, but fortu-| many Batteries, both regular and volunteer, 
nately this neighborhood was noted for its spirit | then near the city, as the one best displaying 
of liberal advancement and many advantages| the perfection attained by this branch of the 
for culture were offered the young. These he!| service in the United States. It was soon 
so well improved that, when he reached the age| after ordered to the Department of the Gulf, 
of manhood, he was unusally well qualified for} and Captain Nields embarked at Baltimore in 
the profession he desired to adopt. In Dec.} command of two Batteries in addition to his 
1855, he commenced the study of law with!own. Arriving at New Orleans, February, 
_John C. Patterson, Esq , in Wilmington.where, | 1864, he reported to General Banks, who as- 
though an entire stranger, his generous dispo-| signed him a position in the army fitted for 
sition and kindly social qualities soon won him | the Red river expedition, and he, with his com- 
many friends. His preceptor evidenced his} mand, took part in all the engagements of that 
entire confidence and trust in him by many| disastrouscampaign. After the battle of Sabine 
generous acts, and was greatly gratified at the | Cross Roads he was made Chief of Artillery 
success which followed his admission to the! on General Emory’s staff, and as such had 
bar at Georgetown, in April, 1859. The| command of all the artillery of his division 
tendency of his early surroundings, as well as| and of the siege guns of the expedition. For 
his own sense of right, having enlisted his! conspicuous gallantry at Cane River Crossing, 
symphathies in the anti-slavery cause, he be-| April 23, 1864, he was promoted to a Lieuten- 
came identified with the Free Soil party andj ant Colonelcy. In the fall of this year he was 
was an active supporter of Fremont in 1856,| transferred to the Department of Arkansas, 


a)IELDS, COL. BENJAMIN, Lawyer of 
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and during the winter and following spring, 
served as Chief of Artillery and Ordnance on 
the staff of Genera? Joseph J. Reynolds. In 
May, 1865, he was one of the officers appointed | 
to receive the surrender of rebel_troops west of 
the Mississippi, under the command of General 
Jeff. Thompson, and June 24, 1865 was mustered | 
out of the service, having been the only member 
of the bar of New Castle county who had en- 
tered the army for the three years’ service. 
In the. fall of 1865, he opened a law office in 
Wilmington, since which time his practice has 
steadily increased until it has grown to one of 
the largest and most remunerative in the 
state. Although always maintaining a deep 
interest in matters of public concern, and 
never failing to render active assistance in every 
important political campaign, he would never 
allow his name to be used as a candidate for 
public office, preferring to devote his whole 
attention to the practice of his profession. 
His sympathy is ever actively enlisted in the | 
cause of the unfortunate, and all schemes for | 
the encouragement of the deserving and the 
succor of the helpless find in him a_ hearty 
supporter. Colonel Nields was married, June 
27, 1867, to Miss Gertrude W., daughter of 
James and Mary A. Fulton, of Ercildoun, Pa 
The family are Friends and for generations have 
been residents of that locality. Colonel and 
Mrs. Nields have now five children: Percy, 
Greta, Bessie, James Fulton and Edgar. 











o> ASHIELL, WILLIAM W., Capitalist 
oft of Laurel, was born about two miles 
re J from that place, on the estate now) 
ZS known as ‘ Patrimonium,” December | 
AS 9, 1823. His father, Winder Dashiell, 
a farmer and merchant in Laurel, resided part 
of the time on this estate and part of the time 
in the village. He was born, August I, 1789, | 
_and married, December 11,1816, Mary, daughter | 
of Isaac and Polly Moore, of Sussex. One, 
child of this marriage is now living, Mary 
Jane wife of William Bacon, residing near | 
Barren Creek Springs, Wicomico county, Md. | 
Mrs. Dashiell died, July 24, 1821, and Mr | 
Dashiell married, January 30, 1823, Polly,daugh- | 
ter of Charles and Nellie Moore, also of Sus- | 
sex. She had one child, the subject of this 
sketch, and died, September 11, 1827. Mr. 
Dashiell was married the third time, nae 20, | 





| shield,’ 


|in 1697, he devised to his son James. 


DELAWARE. 


N., daughter of William and 
She died, November 25, 1833, 
without children, and he married next, Febru- 
ary 12,1835, Rebecca M., daughter of James H. 
and Nancy Phillips, ates of Sussex county. 
Two children of this marriage are living; Nancy 
E., wife of Dr. Joseph A. McFerren, of Phila- 
delphia, and Rebecca A., wife of Daniel Fooks, 
druggist of Laurel. Winder Dashiell was suc- 
cessful in life and left considerable property. 
He died, May 31, 1851. His parents were John 
and Nancy Dashiell. John Dashiell was born, 
November 15, 1757,in Somerset, now Wicomico 
county, Md ,near Wetipquin. About 1788, he 
removed to Laurel, Delaware, where he was 
for a number of years a prosperous merchant. 
He purchased, in 1796, the estate on which the 
subject of this sketch was born, and which 
was his home the remainder of his life. He 
married, June .25, 1780, and had seven chil- 
dren.” ‘Bhree*of: them,,married; .Betsey; -to 
David Howard, of Somerset Co., Md., and hada 
family of children ; Winder, mentioned above, 
and Nancy, who married Luther Moore, and 
was the mother of J. Turpin Moore, a promi- 
nent citizen of Laurel. John Dashiell died, 
April 13,1818. His father was Winder Dashiell, 
a descendant of the ancient family of Somerset 
county, Md. They were originally ‘‘ Hugue- 
nots or French Protestants, who, upon the 
the revocation of the edict of Nantes, or in 
some earlier persecution, fled to England. The 
origin of the name is said to be a motto of the 
pious Huguenots, ‘GoD a shield:’ the word God 
in early times ending as well as commencing 
with a capital. The name was first ‘D’a 
next ‘Dashiell,’ finally, ‘Dashiell.’ 
The American head of the family was James 
Dashiell, who settled in the above county about 
1666. He purchased and resided upon land 
at the head of Wetipquin creek, and which, by 
his will, dated in 1696, admitted to probate 
The 
records in the land office at Annapolis, also 
show that the first James Dashiell, patented 
lands in Somerset county in 1672, 1673 and 
1696. He left four sons; viz, James, Thomas, 
_Gcorge and Robert, Bad one daughter, Jane. 
From the elder James have descended, it is 
believed, all the families in the United States 
| who bear the name of Dashiell.” The above 

“account is taken from the records of the family 
in ‘Representative men of Maryland, and Dis- 


1828, to Sallie 
Charity Moore. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 


trict of Columbia.” William W. Dashiell at- 
tended the common schools of his neighbor- 


hood, and for three or four years the Laurel | 


academy, which enjoyed at that time the in- 
structions of a very superior teacher. In 1842 
he became a merchant in Laurel, in partner- 
ship with his father, who furnished the capital 
while he transacted the business. After four 
or five years his father withdrew, and Mr. 
Dashiell continued alone. Besides everything 
kept in a general store, he dealt, to a limited 


extent, in waod, produce, lumber, grain, etc., | 


In | 


and also owned and run several vessels. 
1854 he retired from mercantile business, and 
purchased large tracts of land, now amount- 
ing to about 4,500 acres, all of which are 
rented, and in a good state of cultivation. 
Upon them are 25,000 peach trees, and he has 
large interests in small fruits. He also owns 
and rents several stores and dwellings in 
Laurel, and has an interest in three coasting 
schooners. He has always kept closely to 
business, and has become one of the most 
wealthy men of the place: modest and indis- 
posed to office, he is esteemed as one of the 
most worthy of men. In politics he isa Demo- 
crat. In 1840 he united with the M. P. church, 
in which he has been an office bearer for many 
years. He was married June 26, 1854, to Miss 
Miranda H., daughter of Capt. William and 
Eleanor Wheatley, of Broad Creek hundred. 
Her father was a descendant of an ancient 
English family who early came to America, 
and settled in Dorchester county, Md. The 
family are numerous in that county, and have 
always been highly regarded. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dashicll nave had four children ; Alma Ellen, 
died in infancy, Mary Clara, Eleanor, died 
April 27, 1864, and Marian Dashiell. 


CR IRD, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, M. 
of} D., Physician and Author, was born in 
Q sn) New Castle, February 5, 1805, and died 
Q) in the city of Philadelphia, January 

23, 1854. He was of an old Delaware 
family and his earliest progenitors in America 
settled in New Castle about A.D, 1700. He 
was educated at Mount Airy College,German- 
town, and afterward studied medicine and 
graduated M. D., fromthe University of Penn- 
sylvania. He engaged in the practice of his 
profession for one year in Philadelphia, and 
then gave it up for literary pursuits. His first 
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introduction tothe publicas an author occurred 
in 1828,when he published in the Philadelphia 
Monthly Magazine, tales entitled “The Ice 
Island,” ‘The Spirit of the Reeds”, and ‘The 
/Phantom Players,” and the poem entitled 
'‘Saul’s Last Days.” Though he wrote <everal 
comedies, it was in tragedy that he excclled, 
which gave a freer sweep to his imagination 
and the powers of mind required in the deline- 
ation of the sublime and terrible. Edwin For- 
rest was the means of introducing Dr. Bird’s 
plays to the public, and they, specially the 
“Gladiator,” were written for him, and with 
reference to his peculiar powers. The ‘“Glad- 
}iator”’ laid the foundation of Forrest’s fame 
and fortune. 
'“If Dr. Bird had managed rightly about the 
‘Gladiator’ he would have died a rich man.” 
| As it was he received from Forrest $1,000 for 
each of three plays, and $2,000 on account, in 
all $5,000. There was acontract by which 
Dr. Bird was to receive an adequate share of 
the profits, but it was never put on paper. Dr. 
Bird had an interview with him touching this 
matter in 1837, when he evaded the claim, and 
he never saw him afterward. We think the pub- 
lic exaggerates the Gladiator’s literary merits. 
It has some fine lines, but the author counted 
it full of mere thunder and stage effect, and 
little more. ‘‘Oraloosa” was probably inferior; 
‘The Broker of Bogota” was better, and the 
authors favorite, except ‘‘ Pelopidas,” a play 
never produced. Dr. Bird was that unfor- 
tunate being, a universal genius. Had his 
talents been less varied, doubtless they 
would have made a deeper mark. As it 
was, he attained success in the drama and 
in fiction, and later in journalism. In early 
years he wrote poetry; but verse-making was 
his amusement rather than serious pursuit. 
He had gigantic literary plans, but on this 
splendid framework no house was ever built. 
The treatment he received at the outset of his 
career did him irreparable harm. Always a 
thinker anda brain worker, he was not fitted 
for the battle of life. No business education 
checked the fastidiousness of an intensely poet- 
ical temperament, or enabled him to seek and 
hold his own. Guileless, generous, the soul of 
honor,truth and unselfishness, he was more than 
once the victim of false or ill-judging friends, 





has been a failure.” His novels appeared in 


George H. Boker once said: 


and his last conscious utterance was, ‘‘ My life. 
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this order: .<“Calavar,” 18345) {\- The Infidel,” 
1835; ‘Hawks of Hawk Hollow,” 1835; ‘‘Shep- 
pard Lee,” 1836; ‘ Nick of the Woods,” 1837; 
‘Peter ‘Pilerim,. 1838 ; and “ ‘Robin’ Day,” 
1839. Of these ‘‘Nick of the Woods” was by 
far the most popular; ‘‘Calavar” (se judice) by 
far the best anda genuine romance. Most of 
them were reprinted at the time in London. 


In July, 1837, Dr. Bird married Mary Eliza, | 


daughter of Philip F. Mayer, D.D., pastor 
(1805-57) of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Phila- 
delphia. They had but one child, Frederic 
Mayer (see Johnson’s Encyclopedia), now 
Chaplain and Professor at the Lehigh Univer- 
sity. 
toa farm on the Elk river, in Cecil county, 
Md., and he shortly after removed to his native 
town, New Castle. There for some years he 
was occupied with scientific, literary, and polit- 
ical writing; being active in Whig politics, and 
very intimate with Hon. John M. Clayton. At 
one time he was talked of for the Senate, and 
suggested as Direcior of itie Smithsonian ln- 
stitution. In 1842-3 he was Professor of Materia 
Medica in the short lived Philadelphia Medical 
College, and associated therein with the Mc- 
Clellans, Dr. Morton and other eminent men. 
In 1847, Mr. Clayton desired to consolidate 


the North American and the United States | 


Gazette and make a great Whig paper. He 
arranged with Dr. Bird to purchase a one-third 
interest, and he removed to Philadelphia. 
For the next six and a-half years his life was 


very retired and laborious, and his editorials | 


gave the paper rank and weight. In January, 


1854, worn out, not so much by workas by the | 
worries of business, a brain fever carried him. 


off within ten days. He, perhaps, never wrote 


an impure line, spoke, consciously, an un- | 
true word, cr did a mean or selfish act. He. 
had no cause to be ashamed of having lived, | 


or of being loth to die. His gravestone in 
Laurel Hill records simply his name, date of 
birth and death, and the text, ‘‘ He giveth His 
beloved sleep.” 


(oe OLK, JOHN P. R., Attorney at Law, 


rei0 Wilmington, was born, October 18, 





vA Polk, who emigrated from Scotland to 


Ireland, andto Americain 1660, and settled in 
Somerset county, Maryland, at a place still 


In 1839, his health caused him to retire | 


| : 
* 1845, in that city. He is the sixth in| 
ig from Robert and Magdalen | 


DELAWARE. 


| known as Dame’s Quarter,in that county. The 
name was originally Pollock and by contrac- 
tion came to be Polk. This family is one of 
the historic families of the United States, and 
|from this settlement sprung the wide spread 
branches of the Polks who have given a Gov- 
ernor to Delaware, and to several other States 
of the Union, more than one Senator to the 
United States Congress and one President to 
our Nation ; besides a Bishop to the Protestant 
| Episcopal Church and a Lieutenant General 
lin the late confederate army. History tells, 
also, of this family in connection with the 
| famous Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen- 
dence in 1775, of which they were among the 
chief promoters, and their love of liberty and 
culture down tothe present time. The subject 
of this sketch received acareful and classical 
education,and after these preparatory studies, 
entered Nassau Hall, Princeton, in 1864, and 
after four years, graduated from that honored 


institution with great credit, in the class of 
¥QKQ 





observation, he entered the office of Hon. 
Thomas F. Bayard, as a student of law, and 
after three years was admittec to the bar. He 
settledin Wilmingtoninthe practice of his pro- 
fession in which he has been successful, and to 
which he is greatly devoted ; having obtained 
by his life and abilities a large share of the 
public confidence. Mr. Polk is quiet and 
polished in manner, a gentleman of high 
social standing, and a well read lawyer. 





| (2SUMMINS, DANIEL, Merchant and 
“af Land Owner of Smyrna, was born in 
awe7 that town, April 12, 1820. His parents 
bf? were John and Susan (Wilson) Cum- 
© mins. He attended the schools of 
his vicinity and was afterward sent to Dela- 
ware College, from which institution he grad- 
uated, and began life in the capacity of a clerk 
in the store of his brother. George W. Cum- 
mins. After a short time and before he was of 
age, he was given an interest in the business. 
This partnership continued fortwo years, when 
he joined Mr. Jacob Raymond and began the 
mercantile business. The firm of Raymond 
and Cummins did a large business, buying and 
shipping “igrain, lumber, etc: to northern 
markets in which they were very successful. 
Mr. Cummins bought out the interest of his 
|Partner in 1844, and assumed full control of 
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the business. He was very successful, and in| 
time his became the leading business house of 
Smyrna. He retired in 1859, after fifteen years | 
of active life, and removed to ‘‘ Fout Hill,” 
farm which he had previously purchased. This | 
property he greatly improved, and devoted it, 


he took great pride. He only remained here 
a few years, when he returned to Smyrna. He 


was elected to the House of Delegates on the | 


Whig ticket in 1849, and served in that posi- 
tion with great credit and usefulness. He was 
Speaker of the House during the session of 


a, September, 


| county, and served in the session of 1849 
principally, to raising blooded stock, in which | 





1851-2. Mr. Cummins was married, April 13, 
1843, to Miss Martha A., daughter of Jacob 
Raymond, of Smyrna, of whom sce sketch. 
The two surviving children of this marriage 
are, Eliza B , wife of Doctor James C. Dirrick- 
son of Berlin, Md., and Alfred Lee Cummins. 
He died, June 9, 1861, leaving behind him a 
record of integrity and honor. 





CAS IDDEMAN, COL. HENRY. B., Presi-.| 

OG 4 dent of the First National Bank of 

DS 

Gr i. Milford, was born February 3, 1807, in 
{/. 


i, Mispillion hundred, Kent county. His | 
» father was Philip D. Fiddeman,a farmer 
well known as a stock raiser; a man of great 
uprightness and integrity, and several times 
elected to the State Legislature. He died in 
1840, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. He 









married Mary, daughter of Major Anderson of 
Kent county, a real estate owner anda Jus- 
tice of the Peace. Mrs. Fiddeman was a chris- 
tian lady, and adevoted wife and mother. She 
died in 1817, at the age of twenty-five years. 
Col. Fiddeman was reared upon the farm and 
received a fair business education. At the age | 
of seventeen he entered a store as clerk at 
Cannon’s Ferry, Sussex county, where he re- 
mained until he reached his twenty-first year, 
when he became an equal partner, and the firm 
was long and favorably known as Powell and 
Fiddeman. They commanded an extensive 
trade and operated largely in vessel property, 
lumber and grain. In 1838 they removed to 
Wye Landing, Talbot County, Md., where 
they successfully embarked in a like business. 
In consequence ofa partial failure of his health, 
Mr. Fiddeman sold out his share of the busi- 
ness in January, 1845, and removed with his 
family to the farm of his boyhood near Vernon, 
Del. In February, 1847, he removed to the 
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farm called “Oakland,” in Cedar Creek hun- 
dred, Sussex county, which he had purchased 
of Peter F. Causey, afterwards Governor. In 
1848, he was elected on the Dem- 
ocratic ticket, to the State Senate from Sussex 
He 
was elected to the speakership of the Senate 
in 1851, and also at an adjourned session, call- 
ed for the purpose of passing the revised code 
of state laws. After the adjournment of this 
session he removed to Milford, where he had 
purchased, enlarged, and improved the proper- 
ty at the north corner of Front and Walnut 
streets, his present residence, the corner room 
of which is occupied by the First National 
Bank. Here he engaged in the coal and lum- 
ber business and the purchase and sale of real 
estate, which he continued for several years. 
He was elected a director of the Delaware 
Railroad at its inception in 1853, and still holds 
that position. He was President of the Milford 
Steam Boat Company, incorporated by the 
Legislature in 1853, which owned and opera- 
ted a side wheeled steamer, plying between 
Miiford and Philadelphia. 
unsuccessful owing to the difficult navi- 
gation of the Mispillion. The President, by 
a resolution of the stockholders, sold the 
steamer, settled the liabilities of the com- 
pany, and disbursed among them the surplus 
funds, pro rata He was also a commissioner, 
appointed by the Legislature, for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of Mispillion creek, and 
as treasurer, disbursed some $10,000 He 
was for sixteen years a director in the Bank 
of Smyrna, representing its office of Discount 
and Deposit in Milford, and for a major part 
of that time alone, with power as a committee 
to discount paper, which was exercised with 
such discretion as to avoid the loss of a single 
dollar to the bank. This position he resigned 
after his re-election in 1876, and soon after, 
by a liberal subscription to the capital stock, 
assumed a leading part in the First National 
Bank of Milford, of which he was then mace, 
and is now the President. He was very active 
as one of the original directors of the Junction 
and Breakwater Railroad, and was at one time 
its President. He is still a large stockholder in 
this road. He was again,in 1874, elected to 
the State Senate,and appointed a commissioner 
from Delaware tothe International Exhibition 


at Philadelphia, in 1876. He has served the 
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HISTORY OF 


DELAWARE. 


Democratic party of which he is a consistent! State till 1848, when he removed to Delaware, 


member, in several State conventions, and 
upon one or more occasions as the presiding 
officer. 
ers in the state. 


Ware as they 
separated from the family. 


Castle 
resident of 


settling in St. George’s hundred, New 


county... In.1853 he became a 


He was one of the largest slave hold-; Appoquinimink hundred, moving in 1858 to, 
Most of his slaves he brought | the ‘‘Hook” 
over from Maryiand on his removal to Dela- | 
were unwilling to be left and | 
All of these, over; stance, that he has chosen to rent rather than 
twenty in number, he liberated on the ratifica-| to purchase land. 


farm,where he has since remained. 
He is one of the model farmers of Delaware, 
and it may be mentioned as an unusual circum- 


But he has been remarka- 


tion of the anti-slavery amendment to the; bly successfuland is one of the most prosper- 


constitution of the United States in 1865. 


Presbyterian church and an elder for many 
years, contributing liberally to its erection in 
1851 and to its maintenance since, 
continuously as a trustee, and most of the 
time, and now, president of the board He was 
married in 1830 to Miss Eliza Ann Smoot of 
Dorchester County, Md. She was a member 
of the Presbyterian church for many years 


previous to her death, a most excellent and 


devoted christian lady. She died, November 
12, 1866,in her 57th year, and is interred ia 
the Protestent Episcopal Cemetery of Mil- 


‘ford. The beautiful monument erected to her 





He} ous agriculturists in New Castle county. The 
has been a prominent member of the Milford | 


farm under his care contains three hundred 
acres of upland and the same of marshland, 
He has about six thousand peach trees on the 


serving | place, and with him they have been a success. 


Mr. Whittock was originally an old line Whig, 
but now acts with the Democratic party. He 
was brought up in the Episcopal church, with 
which, however, he never united, and in 1837 
joined the Presbyterian denomination. He 
has now been for twenty-four years a ruling 
elder is Drawyer’s church at Odessa. 

married in 1Sa0,.to. Ann, 

Stockdale of Philadelphia, and half-sister of 
Hon. Joseph L. Caven, late President of the 


He was 
danohter of George 


memory bears this inscription; ‘‘Erected to my| City Council, of that city. They have had 


beloved wife, Eliza A. Fiddeman—for thirty six | nine children: 
years my companion and support in the trials | | delphia county, Penna., 


Henry Harrison, died in Phila- 
in his fourth year ; 


) 


of life, and endeared by all the-virtues that! Mary Elizabeth, married Charles M. Matthews, 


adorn the christian wife and mother. 


from the pain and sorrow of this earthly night | | Joseph, 
she has entered into that perfect rest that Caven, farmer, 
Col | 


Fiddeman has one child surviving, Mrs. Mary. Bieeanes 


cometh with the morning of eternal life.” 


E., widow of Dr. Mark G. Lofland, of Milford. | 


AF s Appoquinimink hundred, was born in 
Alkampton, Somersetshire, England, 
¥ June 13, 1809. His father, Benjamin 
Whittock, a farmer, was one of a family 
of three sons and six daughters, viz: William, 
Joseph, Benjamin, Sarah, Mrs. Simmons, Eliza- 
beth, Miriam, Martha and Ann. The Whit- 
tocks are an old English family of means and 
standing, and had been land owners in Somer- 
setshire for many generations. Mr. Whittock 
has in his possession documents containing the 
family names as far back as 1745. 
America, landing in New York city, March 25, 
1832,and soon after commenced farming in Phil- 





2 HIT COCK, “HENRY “G., Karmer’ of | 





Free | and died in 1864, in her twenty-second year ; 


residing with his parents; Robert 
near Middletown ;:.\braham 
| Martin ; Alonzo Stockdale,farmer near Mount 
Jda Ann, married Mr. William H. 


| West of the eastern shore of Maryland ; 


Henry Goodfellow and George. As a christian. 


gentleman and a worthy citizen,Mr. Whittock 
has the sincere regards of the community. 


ziaOBINSON, JUDGE PETER, the first 
a5 7 appointed Justice of the Supreme Court 
as | of Delaware, and Thomas, his brother, 
‘© the loyalist, settled in Sussex county, 

Ey at the St. George’s Chapel, Indian 
River hundred. This was a voting place and 
a town of some historic interest. But little of 
the life of Judge Robinson has been preserved, 





but he is known to have been a gentleman of. 
He came to} prominence, and was appointed a Justice of 


the Supreme Court of Delaware, October 8, 
1793, at the same time that Hon. George 


adelphia county, Pa., near Fox Chase, now in-| Read was appointed Chief Justice of the same 


cluded in the city limits. He remained in that 


court. 
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Cee AVIS,,COL..SAMUEL,. BOYER, son 
of John Davis and Elizabeth Boyer, his 
wife. was born at Lewes, Sussex county, 
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@P been taken prisoner while serving in 
the Army of the Revolution, suffered so se- 
verely from the effects of bad treatment by the 
English that he died shortly after his release. 
His widow removing to Philadelphia about 
1783, Samuel was placed ina counting house 
for a short time, but his inclinations being for a 
maritime life he went to sea for several years. 
During one of his voyages to France he met 
and married Rosa Elizabeth,daughter of Baron 
de Boisfontaine, a French noblemen, after 
which he served a short time as a Captain in 
the French Navy. The disturbed condition of 
France became so great, however, that he 
resigned, and returning about 1796, settled at 
New Orleans. Hethereserved as ‘Capitaine del 
Porto” (Captain of the Port) under the Spanish 
Government, the then owners of Louisiana; the 
position being similur tu that of Collector of 
the Port. On the cession of Louisiana to 
the French in 1800, he became a ‘“‘ Fuge de 
Pain” of the Parish of St. Bernard. He was 
also engaged in business, and particular- 
ly in sugar planting, the raising of sugar 
cane having become very profitable. Having 
accumulated what was in those days a 
large fortune he retired from business. On 
the... breaking out, .of. the... war of. 1812 
he came North and offered his services to the 
Government. Towards the close of 1812 the 
British Government had declared the ports and 
harbors in the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Bays in a state of vigorous blockade. The 
commander of the British fleet, Admiral 
Beresford, in March, 1813, proceeded to levy 
contributions on the people inhabiting the 
shores of Delaware Bay. This demand for 
provisions was sternly refused by the people 
and the officials. Benson J. Lossing, in his 
“Incidents of the War of 1812,” says: ‘The 
spirit of the people thus manifested, astonished 
Beresford, and he held the thunders otf his 
threat at bay for almost three weeks. The 
Governor of Delaware, in the meantime, sum- 
moned the militia to the defence of menaced 
Lewistown. He reiterated the positive refusal 
of the inhabitants to furnish the invaders with 
supplies. Beresford continued to threaten 
and hesitate, but at length, on 
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“oy March 25, 1766. His father having | 
~f) 4 | 


| April he sent Captain Byron with the Belvi- 
| dere and some smaller vessels to attack the 
j village. They drew near, and the Belvidere 
sent several heavy rounds of shot into the 
| own, with the expectation of terrifying the 
inhabitants into submission. These were fol- 
| lowed by a flag of truce, bearing ‘from Byron 
ia renewal of the requisition. Colonel Davis 
in command of the gathering militia repeated 
|the refusal, when Byron expressed a regret 
| because of the misery he would be compelled 
| to inflict on the women and children bya 
bombardment. ‘Colonel Davis is a gallant 
man and will take care of the ladies,’ was the 
verbal reply. Acannonade and bombardment 
followed this correspondence, and were con- 
tinued for about twenty-two hours. So spirited 
was the response of a battery on an eminence 
worked by the militia that the most dangerous 
of the enemies gunboats was disabled, and its 
cannon silenced. Notwithstanding the British 
hurled full eight hundred of their 18 and 
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shells and two Congreve rockets were,sent, 
the damage inflicted was not severe. The 
shells did not reach the village, the rockets 
passed over it, but the heavy round shot in- 
jured many houses. No lives were lost. An 
ample supply of powder was sent down from 
Wilmington, while the industrious enemy 
supplied the balls from his guns. A large 
number of these were sent back with effect. 
Unable to capture the town, the British at- 
tempted to land the next day, for the purpose 
of seizing live stock in the neighborhood. 
They were met with great spirit at the verge 
of the water, and driven back to their vessels. 
For a month longer they lingered, closely 
watched by the vigilant Davis, and then drop- 
ping down the coast seven miles below Lewis- 
town, they attempted’ to supply themselves 
with fresh water from Newbold’s ponds. Again 
they were driven to their ships. Failing to 
obtain supplies on the shores of the Delaware, 
the little blockading squadron sailed for Ber- 
muda, where Admiral Warren was fitting out 
reinforcements for his fleetin American waters.” 
So much pleased with the courage and skill 
shown by Colonel Davis, was Beresford, that 
he sent a flag of truce, desiring to make the 
acquaintance of so brave a man and skillful a 
soldier. This was accorded, and the two com- 


the 6th of! batants, after an hour’s pleasant conversation, 
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mutually pleased with each other, and being, 
each, somewhat versedin painting, exchanged 
water coloredsketches; that given by Beresford 
being still in the possession of Colonel Davis’ 
family. Colonel Davis was badly wounded in 


this bombardment and battle, having been 


struck in the face by a part of a shell, and also | 


had his ankle shattered by a splinter. He re- 
covered the use of his leg, however, entirely. , 
March 17, 1813, he received from President | 
Madison his commission as Lieutenant Colonel | 
of the Thirty-second Regiment, U.S. Infantry, 
which was recruited in Delaware and Pennsyl- 
vania, and on May 6, 1813, was transferred 
to the Forty-fourth Regiment, 
afterwards was made Colonel. This regiment 
was recruited in Louisiana. He was placed in 
command of the defenses at Sandy Hook, 
which commanded the entrance to New York 
Bay, and in 1814, was ordered to Albany, New 
York, as one of the Judges of the Court 
Martial for the trial of General William Hull, 
who had surrendered Detroit to the British in 
1812 On the completion of this duty he was 
ordered to re-form his regiment at Sandy Hook 
and proceed at once to New Orleans. On this 
march he passed through Wilmington, encamp- 
ing for the night on a hill on William Warren’s 
lands, about one mile west of the city. They 
reached Wheeling, Va., the regiment marching 
- on foot, and from that point were conveyed on 
flat-boats down the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers to New Orleans, arriving there the 


of which he 


day after the battle of that name, fought 
January).8; 1815... They ‘were: ordered 
to: Fort St. -Philip,. oné of (the river. de- 


fenses below New Orleans, to the command 
’ of which Colonel Davis was assigned. He 
remained in the army until 1819, when he 
finally resigned. Struck by the exceeding 
beauty of his camping ground near Wilming- 
ton he came north soon after and purchased 
it, a house having in the meantime been built 
thereon, naming it ‘‘Delaware Place.” He 
spent his summers here, going south in the 
winter tohis plantations, until about 1830 when 
he became a citizen of Pennsylvania, living in 
Philadelphia, from which city he was elected 
a representative to the Legislature for the ses- 
sicns of 1831-32 and 32-33. In 1834 he was a 
candidate for Caren but being defeated, and 
his wife dying shortly thereafter, he removed 
permanently to his native state. Henever held 


, office here, although he alw ays took an active 
{interest in all political and public affairs. In 
| 1837 the State of Delaware presented him with 
la a sword,in recognition of his services during 
of 1812, a gift in which he justly 
took great pride. In 1837, he married Sally, 
daughter of Edward P., and Janette Jones, of 
| Wilmington. He died, September 6, 1854, 
after a short illness, and was buried in the 
Brandywine cemetery. By his first wife he 
had three children ; Horatio, Alonzo and 
|Oscar, and by his A ciad five; Delaware, 
i; Sussex D., Kent D., Elizabeth and Harriet. 
Delaware is living in Virginia; Sussex D., 
practising law in Philadelphia, and also Regis- 
iter in Bankruptcy ; Elizabeth married, first, to 
Charles H. Stokes, of Philadelphia, and after- 
wards to Hampden P. Morris, of Virginia, and 
Harriet, widow of Capt William B. McKean, 
of the United States Marine Corps, are those 
now living. Kent D. died in 1865, a Lieutenant 
in the Marine Corps ; Horatio in New Orleans 
in 1857; Alonzoin 1854, and Oscar in 1839. 
Colonel Davis was a singularly handsome man, 
fully six feet three inches in stature, with a most 
winning smile and graceful and courteous bear- 
| ing. His lifehad been full of event and incident, 
and gifted as he was with a vigorous intellect, 
strong memory and brilliant powers of con- 
versation, it was not strange that in his later 
days he should frequently be called on to en- 
tertain strangers of distinction. His residence, 
‘Delaware Place,” became the property of his 
son Delaware, and subsequently was purchased 
by the Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, who still re- 
sides there. In politics, Colonel Davis was a 
strong Jackson Democrat, whose devotion to 
his country never faltered, and whose motto 
was that of his political leader, ‘‘ The Union, 
jit must and shall be preserved.” © By the people 
of Lewistown he was always held in the most 
grateful remembrance, and whenever he visited 
that place the citizens testified, always, their 
appreciation of his services by a salute from 
cannon. 
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62> RIFFITH, WILLIAM, F.,Merchant of 
Newark, was born August 6, 1848. His 
¥, father was Caleb Griffith, who died 





. April 19,1855 He wasa man of great in- 


dustry and great physical power, a good 
| citizen, and died in his 35 year much Sahel 
| His mother was Miss Mary Elizabeth Briscoe. 
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His grandfather was Joseph Griffith (of whom 
see Plate and sketch in this volume). William 


was the second son of his parents,and attended | 


the public school until fifteen years of age,when 
he was sent to Newark, Academy, under the 
direction of Professer E, D. Porter, and re- 
At the expiration 
of this time he went -West and resided in 
Indiana for one year, when he returned East. 
He then engaged in the occupation of clerking 
in Easton, Talbot county, Md., which he con- 
tinued, until he, returned to .Newark and 
embarked in the mercantile business in the 
Autumn of 1870, which he still continues. 
He has been very successful in 
and is a man of great energy and fine busi- 
ness ability. Mr. Griffith was reared in the 
Baptist Church to which his family has been 
attached from the early settlement of the 
Welsh tract; the first pastor of that church in 
this locality being a Thomas Griffith, of whom 
the Griffiths are lineal descendants. Heisa 
politics. though not partisan. 
He has served as a town commissioner for the 
last- two years. Mr. Griffith was married 
February 21, 1871, to Miss Marianna, daughter 
of Willam H. and Susan A. Wilson, of Easten, 
Talbot county, Md. 
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ONES, WASHINGTON, Morocco Man- 
ufacturer and President*of the National 
-Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine, 
was born in Wilmington, January 5, 
1818. Heisason of the late William 
G. and Rachel Walker Jones. His father, who 
was a cabinet maker, lived all his life in the 
house where he was born, and died there in his 
eighty-ninth year. The great-grandfather of 
Mr. Jones came from Wales and was among 
the early settlers of the Diamond State. His 
mother was from a substantial Pennsylvania 
family of Irish descent. Mr. Jones attended 
the schools of his native city as much as the 
delicate health of his childhood would permit. 
At the age of sixteen he became a clerk in a 
retail dry goods house in Philadelphia, and at 
eighteen, went into a wholesale house in the 
same city. tthe end ofayear hereturned to 
Wilmington, where he spent a year as a dry 
goods clerk, after which became discount clerk 
in the bank of which he has been for many 
years the honored President. In 1839 he er- 
gaged in the dry goods business on his own 






,account, which he carried on prosperously 
juntil January, 1858, when he disposed of it and 
| associated in partnership with Mr. Thomas H. 
|Baynard, under the firm name of Baynard & 
'Jones. They erected suitable works, and early 
lin 1859 commenced the manufacture of Mo- 
jrocco. Mr. Baynard died in 1864 and Mr. 
| Jones assumed the control of the whole busi- 
(ness, since which time it has increased four- 
\fold. In 1867 he associated with him Mr. 
Daniel Post Price and his son, Charles Rice 
| Jones, under the firm name of W. Jones & Co., 
and in 1873 another son, Wm. Gideon Jones 
was admitted to the firm. The business done by 
this establishment is one of the largest of its 
class in the country. They import their own 
;skins from Calcutta and sumac from Sicily. 
Their goods, which are- exclusively for first- 
class boots and shoes, are sold in all parts of 
the United States. Mr. Jones has traveled 
extensively in his native country He has 
been an active member of the Second Baptist 
Church of Wilmington, since January, 1841, 
and has held nearly every official lay-position. 
He was for many years the President of the 
Board of Trustees, and was Treasurer of the 





Church for seventeen years. He took an ac- 
tive and leading part in collecting the funds to 
erect the beautiful church edifice at the N. E. 
corner of Fourth and French Sts., and was 
himself one of the leading contributors. He 
superintended the Sabbath School for fifteen 
years and has been for many years a deacon. 
He takes an active interest in the welfare of 
the church and is one of its most liberal sup- 
porters. He was married in 1841 to Miss 
Margaret Wilson, daughter of Mr. Washing- 
ton Rice, a prominent and highly respected 
citizen and a leading grocer of Wilmington. 
The four children of this union were Emma 
D. (Mrs. Wm. W. Lobdell), Charles R., Mar- 
garet R. (Mrs. D. S. Cresswell, of Philadel- 
phia), and William G. Mrs. Jones died, Octo- 
ber 4, 1854. In 1856, Mr. Jones married 
Emma W. Stager of Philadelphia, and they 
have one child, Lizzie S. Jones (Mrs. N. B. 
Danforth). Mr. Jones has been a projector of 
many of the enterprises that have contributed 
to the material prosperity of the city. Among 
them are the Franklin Cotton Factory and the 
Wilmington Coal Gas Co., in each of which 


jhe became a director. He is the only sur- 


viving director of those who obtained a char- 
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ter of the Gas Co. in 1852. He has also been 
an active promoter of various new railroad en- 
terprises, and has held positions of trust and 
responsibility in connection with them. A 
few years after he resigned his clerkship in 
the Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine, he 
was elected a director, and he has held that 


position, with short intervals, ever since. He 
became President of the Bank in 1868. Mr. 


Jones is one of the most. careful and far-see- 
ing of our business men. His active enter- 
prise and sound judgment have not only ad- 
vanced his own interests, but his liberal pub- 
lic spirit has contributed largely to the sub- 
stantial and permanent growth of his native 
‘city. Mr. Jones is a gentleman of affable 
manners and is universally esteemed for his 
sterling integrity, great business capacities 
and kindliness of heart: 


cyoLLEGOOD, ROBERT GRIFFITH, 
£43 M. D., of Concord, Sussex county, was 
born March 16, 1828. He is descended 
SS5 from William: Ellegoud who eimipraicd 
from Wales abcut 1750, and settled on 

the eastern shore of Virginia, removing soon 
to the vicinity of Concord, then in Maryland, 
where he patented and purchased large tracts 
of land on the head waters of the Nanticoke 
river. He had four sons, Thomas, john, Wil- 
liam and Robert, and one daughter, Mrs. Sally 
Hitch. He died in 1790, greatly respected 
as a manand acitizen. His son Robert, the 
grandfather of Dr. Ellegood, inherited a por- 
tion of the original estate and became a far- 
mer of some note for that time. He died in 
1800 at the age of fifty years. His wife was 
Mary B. Adkinson of St. Mary’s county, Md 
They had four children; William, Joshua A.., 
Thomas and Sarah, Their son Joshua Adkin- 
son Ellegood, the father of Dr. Ellegood, was 
born on the old homestead in 1789. He was 
a man of ability and high character, and 
acquired considerable wealth which was 
mostly invested in lands. He enjoyed the 
confidence and esteem of the community, and 
for fourteen years held the office of Justice 
of the Peace. He died in 1845. He married 
Miss Ann Griffith, of Concord, daughter of 
Col. Seth and Nancy (Houston) Griffith. Col. 
Griffith was also a man of prominence, a large 
land owner, and at one time sheriff of Sussex 
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town of Concord now stands, and himself sur- 
veyed and platted the town. Mrs. Ellegood 
was born in 1804, and now resides in Seaford. 
Dr. Ellegood was the eldest of eight children, 
six of whom still survive. He attended the 
schools of his neighborhood till fourteen years 
of age,after which he enjoyed, for three years, 
the advantages of an excelient select school in 


Laurel. His plans for. a_ full collegiate 
course were interrupted by his father’s 
death in 1845, and he being the eldest 


child, was compelled to return home and 
become, practically, the head of the family. 
The superintendence of the homestead, and 
the care of the family henceforth devolved 
upon him till his younger brothers and sisters 
were grown. He assisted his mother in set- 
tling up the estate and in educating the elder 
children, while he bore the entire expense of 
educating the younger ones. A sketch of his 
brother, Dr. William Thomas Ellegood, whom 
he educated, isin this volume. At the age of 
twenty-one Dr. Ellegood began the study of 
medicine in the office of Dr. Jas. H. Fisher. 
In October, 1850, he matriculated at the Penn- 
sylvania Medical College, graduating M. D. in 
March, 1852. He immediately settled in Con- 
cord for the practice of his profession, where 
he has since remained. In his practice he has 
risen to prominence as one of the first physi- 
cians of the State, and enjoys the confidence 
and high esteem—not only of the county in 
which he resides, but of the people of the 
entire State and the adjoining counties of 
Maryland. He probably has the largest prac- 
tice in the county, and his labors have been 
constant and great for twenty-eight years. 
Dr. Ellegood has contributed valuable papers 
to the medical journals of the country. He is 
a member of the County and State’ Medical 
Societies, and has been President of both 
bodies. He is a member of the American 
Medical Association, in which he has repeatedly 
represented the State. He has also taken a 
a deep interest in popular education, and from 
the time of his twenty-first to his thirty-sixth 
year he served continuously as School Com- 
missioner. He has alsobeen somewhat prom- 
inent in public affairs, having served once as a 
member of the Legislature. In 1866 the Legis- 
lature elected him to the office of Auditor of 
Accounts, which he filled with great ability 


county. He owned the land on which the | for three terms of two years each, viz: 1865 


A 



















































































mit bes ebeote wan ! 102) Yo aod} nae te nad ok ‘oe 
; .9Wod oi) badlalg j baw boyy} -a i ‘on epohay: 
6 4063 ni mod tow) Sne lo eno tivng blot 
io deoblo od? eww boogell dt 1) A er iw nalisecnos - 
| ovine Hise molw Yo xia! al ‘Qiite ey eid bamytesy od: 
v Denticadyren eld te eloodse'l of eA ron brs pire 05 
Lyon | Houlw 759 1is oon 10| 4 in? bled end of ini siofattb & 19332 
139 M0249 AB 10 eoysinovbn 203) oH ame dae ae uwtetal tothe M3iw yt 
‘wl # wl enslq 2iH Iswel [1M AOR! nt Yan of Jo snsbien' oi 
A ye bejquyisini sisw Se 1uD9 | -soerich Bak Mifows toad ond YS no 8 
J pried of bas ,481 of dimeb}) 4oins Saito aff nach Sa oiend 4 
| muisy of bollogmios agw bith | -bs ylno fon oved | Insang lit” bruce 1 
bs by md usIo61q ,2inojed | -duq lavedil gid dod jsje419) inwo ‘eli D 
mod ol Yo 3DNns bnainiquesdT | -due of} of visgis! bo iudia nO? eat thig 
is Gs) ord to STH odd! vitna il To Hrwe est Jets SnAtnat bites f - itm 
meray eid (fi mid : arkty) sltihe io femelinag « ei vantol A Mi" 
n#id botejeen 9H nec iw | 2id 9G) Bomasies ylicersvinea ‘2 bos MonmEe 
“uisoubs aj | Jes ond qu gnil | esisioages eaenieud isoTy “dingezal ai 
stutn olt® lidw .néablida| a0 . Sis Yo eenilton F 
; otto vs ( 303 Baltkoubs fo Frnt : 
esmodT tu UW asdiord | TI TRO TATHOS .dooax r 
tnulow eid? ai et’ b 2)n3uD9 of | 28W NAOT eeetue -bronnbt) Yo m2 1 5 
ne dod boogotiH 2G sno- rrnew ‘bobussesh aioh (Reb: Or ins mod sf i 
i aa lo sailo 5 i} mi snivibsrt | ibe orcs VW Wuual Ss yi Ve aot J 
j Auonism dopey sdo9s0 al] me biti e bos 7" ig twods aslawW mon , 
bubssg »ysllod lsxibsM sine ye | Mie yrivemas Binis mV lo stode nis}ees 
jise Yisisibamanl otf’. 281 doeM | baslyesM ai gods ‘Bro nod lo ytinisiw "Ss 
; ar iot bros} atosyt aptal bavalswg by 16 bedastag 131 
nl besnisnnsy sonia 2 sd] sao sii aa add to metew besd aii} ‘hoe seal 
iff ond Ve 1 6 SOnShimot oF noziy| = iW tol eninod'T 208 Wel bsil oF 
sft eye bn 2 73 lo an 51 Ulce eM weiioush sno bas \inadot bn 
aft to yoo fon—mesies dyid bre | £ DI} INAS lies OOF 1 tri beib’ oH, ot 
nec jo dud «eobieet af duidw| oct redo Gee 4H noshis s bas ose. 
; sib bia 3 ina} woe bornseai moog! +0 Yo yorlta ae 7 
| oH oly rhs A a sttebad fie sistes leni igo on 
id bas .vinwos ada ¢ =] ia beib i tat tail! 161 930n % 
; nowd 101 ison mg Ingiénoy | enw sth ae wary yi 16 sus Sed 
sdintnos ead boo Goel}e DM Nines CHAE 42 Yo noeniab A aq 
Hi lo elsawo} lasiborn si? of. A pared eptW +15 bfitts wer bed Se 
19) 's it Io 19d om «| MudbA seen woe a dee? big eeitton 
nosd ead bore aaltsiong | maw, couse A 7 y redial oft boogsils a 
‘ com « 2] 9H wesibod) saw sh Geta a bitheied of blo odd no"n 
f i nowaiso: s2tbeM | bre “edsawseds stpid bag yilids To nah 
| .9lejé oft bsinvesiqei|eaw Aaidyy Aifesw sidersbienos botiuy ip 
' jubs veluqeg ni tesrstni qawb e| only, boyenis SH & bt asl wh batesvit a oul 
inf 03 writ oe | aid {o of vid “odd 7 bre -etew TEs a9 sii to m5s3e5: bas sonob Ano: 
? 10> bevisk & a ‘Yeoy | soisent to safle sir blsd 2TBoy. sot 2 
> need ne! MH .toroiseio | bosinem SH PAI ni bsib’ oH 22094 Ey 
univedl eves aildng at taoni | Yo tind soguati broom” Yo dnd wad 
ty ol .sywiRletns] 99) tod etoen | Jo) dino (odev0H) ° ast bas Wipe 
) Soo sz oF mil hoejasia sywakl) opial x a nroatimorg Yo i Ps © 
1) Stow boli od wWoidy errongd. araexhe t wh voile omni : . 
HOG 






: é 5 


e1620Y ows lo eeriad sordt’ hs oy of ois 
i - , 








—— ne 











é Zz 
‘ 
i in ." 
i H 
ri 
a 
* 
. 
r) +a lS 
— tee = B Y 
P im z : : 
ate are | ha 


BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 325 


to i867; 1871 to 1873; 1873 to 1875. Hejhe achieved immediate and constantly in- 
exerts a wide influence in the councils of the| creasing success, and to-day stands in line 
Democratic party. He has often been a mem- with the foremost and best lawyers of the 
ber and frequently presiding officer of theCounty | State. Not only his mastery of legal lore, 
and State Conventions. Beside all these | but also his thorough literary training, per- 
multiplied labors and responsibilities, he has}sonal magnetism and indefatigable industry, 
found time to become one of the largest and have contributed toward the rapid strides he 
most successful agriculturists of Sussex county. | has made in his profession. He is a close stu- 
He owns 900 acres of land in the vicinity of | dent and hard worker, and it is not unfrequent 
Concord, divided into convenient farms, and | that the rising sun finds him where the setting 
most of it under a high state of cultivation. | sun left him, still pondering over some knotty 
He has 6000 peach trees in bearing, besides | legal problem submitted to him for solution, 
other fruits; ten acres of strawberries and and patiently and thoroughly working out and 
fifteen acres in blackberries. His son Robert building up his case. This constant and in- 
now has the principal oversight of his farming | telligent application to his work has long since 


‘only daughter, Martha, in infancy. 


interests. Dr. Ellegood was married, July 28, 
1858, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Nutter | 
and Margaret Cannon, of Concord. They have 
had four children; Joshua Adkinson, M. D. ; 
Robert, farmer; and Seth Griffith, a cadet in | 
the United States Military Academy at West 
Point. They had the misfortune to lose their 





RIXSOORE, HON. JACOB, Lawyer, of 
<> Georgetown, was born at Laurel, Sus- 
¥.7 sex county, November 21, 1829. His 
OF oP father, Louther Taylor Moore, was a 

“9” merchant of that place for nearly half. 
a century, and after an active life of three- 
score and ten years, died during the past de- 





‘brought its certain reward, for at home, 


throughout the State, and in some of the 


|Eastern Shore counties of Maryland it has 


created for him a clientage so large that to 
meet its demands seems an impossible task. 


|.Yet he turns no legitimate business.away, and 


whether the cause be great or trifling, client 
rich or poor, whether the business be civil or 
criminal he annlies himself to it with a deter- 
mination to win. A wise, thoughtful and dis- 
creet counsellor, he is even more successful as 
an advocate, and by the careful arrangement 
and skillful handling of his cause, by present- 
ing his facts clearly and concisely, by logical 
argument and impassioned oratory, he is prob- 
ably best known and most admired. Mr. 


cade. His mother was Eliza S., daughter of | Moore was actively identified with the Demo- 


Isaac Wootten. 
years. 
to maturity: the oldest of these being the 
subject of this sketch. After completing his 
preparatory studies, in 1846, he entered Union 
college, Schenectady, N. Y., of which the 
celebrated Eliphalet Nott was President, and 
after a full four years’ course, graduated | 
with the degree of B. A. in 1850. His studies | 
had been prosecuted with the view to fit- 
ting himsel! for the legal profession, and after 
graduating he chose Georgetown as his resi- 
dence, and Hon. Edward Wootten then and 
now (1882) one of the Associate Judges of 
Delaware, as his perceptor. An apt, persevr- 
ing and hard-working studen the completed his | 
legal studies in three years, and after passing | 


She died in 1863, aged 58 


cratic organization from his youth until the 


But three of their twelve children lived |assault upon Fort Sumpter, when believing 


that his party on the great question of the 
day was wrong, he became a Republican, and 
still thinks and acts as such. His loss to the 
Democratic party was generally recognized, 
and the gain to the Republicans was made still 
more manifest, for he immediately became an 
acknowledged leader among his new political 
associates. He made powerful Union speeches 
throughout the State, and under the inspira- 
tion of his eloquence no small part of Dela- 


/ware’s quota in the army was secured. He 


assumed his new party relations in the face 
of Democratic promises of high political offices 
and honors that could and probably would 
have been fulfilled had’ he remained with 





an excellent examination was admitted to | 
practice in all the courts of the State, in 
April, 1853. Well equipped for the struggle, | 
and possessing a determination to succeed, | 


them, but he answered first and last. that 


“he preferred country to political preferment, 


and that so long as he believed the Republi- 
can party was the only instrumentality through 
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‘ Convention and nominated William Cannon for | 


“was elected. 
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which treason could be punished and the, 
Union preserved, he should cantinue to act | 
with and work for it regardless of personal 
aggrandizement. His legal business also suf- , 
fered severely because of his change of party. 
relations, his clients principally being Demo-. 
crats; but this state of affairs was short: lived, | 
and soon his practice began to grow and in-, 
crease until its present enviable proportions | 
were reached. At the very outbreak of the | 
war he saw the necessity of promulgating in| 
every way possible, the principles and purposes 
of the Republican party, and in connection | 
with William, afterwards Governor, Cannon) 
commenced the publication, in Georgetown, of | 
The Union. a weekly paper. Mr. Moore did | 
most of the editorial work, and by the crisp, | 
vigorous manner of his writing, soon gained | 
for the paper a large circulation, and made | 
it a great help to the Republican cause | 
in Southern Delaware. In the summer of) 
1862,he was a delegate to the State Republican. 


Governor. At first there was considerable Op- | 
position to Mr. Moore’s choice, and several) 
other candidates were named, but he plead! 
the cause of Mr. Cannon with such force that | 
he was nominated almost by acclamation. | 
The wisdom of the selection was fully demon- 
strated in the following fall, when Mr. Cannon | 
In 1863 the Sixth Delaware 
Regiment was organized in Sussex county, 
largely through Mr. Moore’s influence. He 
joined it as a private, but was soon elected | 
Lieutenant Colonel. Soon after the organiza- | 
tion of the regiment it was assigned to guard. 
duty on the line of the Philadelphia, Wilming- 
ton & Baltimore railroad, in Maryland, and! 
later was stationed at Fort Delaware. Col. 
Moore was mustered out at the expiration of 
his term of service, and September 3, 1864,, 
was commissioned Attorney General of Dela-. 
ware for the term of five years. His appoint- 
ment to this office was the second time a 
lawyer of the same name had been called to) 
discharge its important duties. Hon. Jacob 
Moore, from whom Colonel Moore was proba 
bly descended,was appointed Attorney General 
of the three counties on Delaware in 1774. 
His commission, the original copy of which is 
still preserved, reads as follows: ‘‘The Hon. 
John Penn, Esq., Governor and Commander 
in Chief of the counties of New Castle, Kent 








Rodney, of Georgetown. 


DELAWARE. 


and Sussex on Delaware, and of the Province 
of Pennsylvania; To Richard McWilliam, 
keeper of the Great Seal of said counties, 
Esquire, greeting: These are to authorize 
and require you to affix the said seal toa com- 
mission tested by me, and bearing even date 
herewith, appointing Jacob Moore, Esquire, 
Attorney General of and for the government 
of the counties aforesaid ; and for so doing, 
this shall be your warrant. Given under my 
Hand and Seal at Arms, at New Castle, 
the twentieth day of October, in the year of 
our Lord cne thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-four. JOHN PENN, 


Col. Moore filled the office with such signal 
ftdelity and ability that to the bench, bar and 
people it was a matter of much regret when a 
change was brought about through the mu- 
tations of politics. To show how the bench 
regarded him it is only necessary to quote 
Chief Justice Gilpin, who had also been Attor- 
ney General: he said of Colonel Moore, 
“He has made a_ good officer and has 


tried more important capital cases than 
were ever tried by any other Attorney Gen- 


eral in the State; and during his term of 
office the law of.murder has been firmly set- 
tled.” On retirement he devoted himself to his 
ever growing practice, and is now attorney for 
the Junction and Breakwater, and Breakwater 
and Frankford Railroad Companies,for the Old 
Dominion Steamship Company of New York, 
and other corporations. Since the expiration 
of his commission as Attorney General he has 
held no public position, and has never been 
before the people for office, althorgh time and 
again his party has sought him as a candidate 
for Congress He has no personal political 
aspirations, and avoids politics beyond help- 
ing and advocating, in an unostentatious 
way, the Republican party and its candidates. 
Col. Moore has been a member of the Masonic 
fraternity since 1854, and has served as Deputy 
Grand Master of the State, and Deputy Grand 
High Priest. On October 23, 1860, he was 
married to Miss Eliza R., daughter of John D. 
Five children have 
been born to them, of whom only two sur- 
vive ; Charles Louther and Nellie. The son, 
now in his eighteenth year, is preparing for 
the legal profession. In social life Col. Moore 
is as great a favorite aS he is popular in his 
profession. He is a man of medium height, 
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robust and muscular, with a calm, thoughtful | march, via Harpers 
face that is lighted up,and materially changed ; and went into winter quarters at Falmouth, 
He is a capital | Va. 


in expression, when speaking. 
story-teller and an interesting conversation- 
alist, acquainted with a wide range of topics, 
and is a gentlemen of sterling integrity. 


“4A 


BO 


OSTLES, GEN. JAMES PARKE, Ad- 
jutant General, of Delaware, and Mo- 
rocco Manufacturer, was born at Cam- 
en, September} 28,,.1840.. .He, is the 
son of Stephen and Elizabeth (Roe) 
Postles. His father owned a large farm near 
Camden, and Gen. Postles attended the coun- 
try schools of that vicinity, until 1853, when 
his parents removed to Wilmington. He 
completed his education in the excellent pub- 
lic schools of that place, and when he had 
passed the whole curriculum, he entered, in 
1856, the office of his father, then a large and 
successful manufacturer of morocco leather. 
With the exception of one year during which 





i 


he was employed asa clerk in the grocery | years, two months and twenty-two days. 


store of J.S. Cowgill, he continued with his 
father until the outbreak of the war of the re- 
bellionin 1861. His enthusiasm and patriotism 
were so much aroused that he seized the first 
opportunity to enlist for the defence of the 
Union. He joined Co. C, First Delaware 
Regiment, under Col. Henry Lockwood, for 
three months. This regiment was assigned to 
duty on the line of the P, W.& B. RR. R., and 
at the close of the term our subject was mus- 
tered out as First Sergeant of his company. 
On the re-organization of the command for the 
three years’ service he was commissioned First 
Lieutenant of Co. A, First Delaware Regi- 
ment. His regiment spent the winter of 1861- 
62 on duty at Fortress Monroe, where they 
acquired a discipline which rendered their sub- 
sequent service efficient. In the spring of 
1862, they formed part of the column that cap- 
tured Norfolk, Va., and they were afterwards 
sent to Suffolk. After the battle of Chantilly, 
fought, September 1, 1862, they were assigned 


| Inspector General, Second Brigade, Third Di- 


Iw hile taken part in the battles of Chancellors- 





to the army of the Potomac, and participated. 


in the Maryland campaign under General 
McClellan, which was terminated by the route 
of General Lee’s forces at Antietam. In this 
engagement in which his company lost 44 out 
of 85 men, Captain Evan S. Watson was killed, 
and Lieutenant Postles was promoted to the 


Captaincy. They accompanied the army in its 


‘home in connection withthe draft. 
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Ferry to Fredericksburg, 


Captain Postlescommanded his company 
in the terrible battle at Fredericksburg, in 
December, 1862, and was afterward appointed 


vision, Second Armycorps. He served’ in this 
capacity until August, 1863, having mean- 


ville and Gettysburg; and was then, on ac- 
count of inpaired health, detailed tor duty at 
In Septem- 
ber he was assigned to duty by the Secretary 
of War, as enlisting officer of the Fifth | 
Maryland Regiment. After re-enlisting the | 
men for three years the regiment was ordered | 
on duty at Fort Delaware. Soon after their | 
arrival there Captain Postles was appointed 
Inspector-General of the Island, and continued 
to discharge the duties of that office until July, 
1864, when failing health rendered it neces- } 
sary for him to resign, after a service of three © 
On | 
his return from the Army he ie-cntered his | 
father’s morrocco manufacturing establishment, 
and in 1866 he was admitted to a partnership | 
under the firm name of S. Postles & Sons. | 
In 1876, General Postles was appointed by the | 
Centennial Commission one of the Judges for 
Leather and Leather Products for the Centen- 
nial Exhibition. He devoted five days of each 
week during a period of three months to this 
labor and examined minutely over two thous- 
and exhibits. The work was so thoroughly | 
and systematically done that their report was 
said to be the best classified in the exhibition, 
In January, 1877, General Postles purchased 
his father’s interest in the Morocco business, | 
and since that time he has been the sole pro- 
prietor. (For description of the factory see | 











Industrial Department.) He was politically 
educated as an old line Whig, and in 1860, 
though not a voter, he was an enthusiastic 
champion of the Bell and Everett party. As| 
his record indicates, he was devoted to the | 
Union cause, but the issues of the war having 
been decided, he, like many another gallant | 
soldier, in tims, beeame identified with the’ 
Democratic party. In December,1878, he was 
appointed by Governor Cochran, Adjutant Gen- | 
eral of the State, to succeed the late General 
| William S. McCaulley. General Postles is a| 
Master Mason, and being a public spirited and | 
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enterprising man, is an active promoter of 
benevoient associations. He was married, 
September 17, 1863, to Miss Sadie, daughter of 
the late William H. Dodd, first Assistant En- 
gineer U.S. N,and who died of Hydrophobia | 
in November, 1878. Of this union was born | 
one child, Grantley Parke Postles. 


Se OOPER THOMAS, Served as a Rep- 

A resentative in Congress from Delaware | 

et us from 1813 to 1817. He was a cultured | 

x : gentleman of more than ordinary | 

O° ability, and filled his position ih the 
fone of Congress with credit. 








CEBRAZIER, EZEKIEL COOPER, Far- 
OEyP ‘3 mer and Member of the Levy Court of; 
of =A)’ Kent county, was born, November Io, 
MG 1825. His father was Alexander Frazier, 

XQ» a farmer of North Murderkill hundred, 
who died April 23,1867. His father was James | 
Frazier who emigrated from Scotland in 1798, 
landing at Oxford, Md. He acquired a hand- 
some property as a farmer, and served as a 
soldier in the Revolutionary war. He married 
Deborah Emory, of Kent county, Del., and 
died at the age of fifty five years, in 1853. The 
mother of Ezekiel Cooper was Catherine, 
daughter of Thomas Cooper of Kent county. 
The following children were born of this 
marriage; Ezekiel C., the subject of this notice; 
Sarah, Thomas C., Peter, Alexander, Cathe- 
rine, William J., Richard C., and Mary Frazer. 
Mr. Frazer grew up onhis father’s farm and at- 
tended the schools of his vicinity in the winter, 
until twenty years of age. He then took charge | 
of the farm and managed it until he marriedand 
removed to his present home,a farm containing 
140 acres, one-half mile north of Peters-} 
burg. Mr. Frazer is a representative farmer | 
and has been very successful. He hasan orchard | 
of 1000 peach trees in bearing, but his farm is | 
principally devoted to grain. He is a man of| 
intelligence and influence, industrious and) 
honorable, and a highly esteemed citizen of 


| officer. 





the State. He was reared in the old Whig 
party which he supported until 1854, since, 
which time he has been identified with the, 
Democratic party. He served as Assessor | 
of his district, and Inspector of Elections. 
In 1876 he was elected a member of the Levy | 


ne Pehl 
Court. In these positions he has served with | 


DELAWARE. 


of men of all parties as a faithful and able 
He joined the Baptist church in 1873 
and has been Treasurer of his church for 
He was married, May 22, 1840, 
to Miss Mary, daughter of Emory Knotts, 
of Kent county. Four children have been 
born of this marriage; Wiliam E., of Elkton 
Md., Thomas K., at home ; Joseph R., of ‘Col- 
orado, and Sarah C. Frazier. 


several years. 


SOOPER, JOHN BRADY, Merchant of 


ee AT Smyrna, was born in Kent county, 
ote October 1, 1830. His parents, Richard 


can ° and Mary (Brady) Cooper, are now de- - 


©) & ceased. The former was a farmer, and 
both were members of the Baptist Church,and 
exemplary christian people. Four of their 
six children are living. Thomas Cooper, the 
grandfather of the subject of our sketch, was 


| bornin Maryland,and removed to Kent county, 


Delaware, about 1790. He was an Episcopa- 
lian, and the family was of English origin. 
Mr. Cooper attended the public schools of the 
county till he was twelve years of age, but is 
mainly self-educated. He worked on the 
farm till he attained his majority, when he be- 
came a teacherin the public. schools for ten 
years, and was very successful. He began 
with the lowest school and at the time of 
leaving was teaching the highest school and 
receiving the largest salary paid in the county. 
He then opened a small confectionery store 
in Smyrna, and as his business increased other 
things were added,tillit finally became a store 
for general merchandise. He now has the 
largest store in the town, and keeps a greater 


| variety of goods than any other merchant, his 


prosperity and continued success showing the 
confidence and esteem in which he is held by 
the citizens. This establishment is first class 
in every particular. Mr. Cooper is a man of 
public spirit and has borne his share in all the 
public enterprises which tend to the general 
welfare. He has been Secretary of the Smyrna 
Building and Loan Association since its or- 
ganization in 1866. In politics he affiliates 
with the Republican party. He has beena 
member of the Methodist Church since 1853, 
anda Trustee for the last fifteen years. He 
was married, in 1855, to Mary F., daughter. of 
John H. Rash, of Kent county, and has two 
children living ; Fletcher Ellsworth and Irving 


credit, and won the confidence and respect | Thompson Cooper. 
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A® was born in that city, October 13, 1820. 
Se) His father, John Adims, in partnership 


VU 
ow witha half brother, James Cochran, con- 


ducted what was considered in that day, an 
% | 
extensive manufacturing business in the same | 


place. John Adams died in 1856, at the age 
of sixty years. His wife was Margaret, daughter 
of John Hyndman, also of Wilmington. | 


the Presbyterian church, and carefully brought 
up her children in that faith. She and her 
husband were both of mingled English and 
Irish descent, and the ancestors of both came 
to this country and settled in New Castle 
county about the middle of the last century. 
The subject of this sketch was the second of 
the foar children of the family. There were, 
younger than himself,one brother and a sister. 
This only daughter died at an early age. The 
younger brother is now the Rev. Carson Wil- 
son Adams, D. D..a Presbyterian clergyman 
of New York city, a member of the Presbytery 
of West Chester, N. Y., and of the synod of 
New York. Mr. J. H. Adams received his 
early education at Belknap’s Academy. He left 
school very early and entered, as a boy of all 
work, the hardware store of Duncan & Bros., 
where he was employed for about five 
years, when he left, and for the three years 
following was engaged with Messrs. Betts, 
Pusey & Harlan. While here employed, in the 
year 1837, he assisted in building the second 
pump which was furnished for the water sup- 
ply of Wilmington. He with others placed the 


-pump in position, and when it was ready for op- 


eration, enjoyed the distinction of turning on 
the water. More thoughtful and far-seeing than 
most boys, Mr. Adams had not, from the time 
he left school, neglected the cultivation of his 
mind, improving whatever opportunities he 
could find, besides attending a night school for 
several winters. He was one of the original 
seven who, founded ‘‘The Young Men’s Lite- 
erary and Debating Society of. Wilmington” 
which afterward became the Franklin Lyceum: 
finally merged into the Wilmington Institute, 
of which Mr. Adams is a life member. On 
the eighth anniversary of the Society, October 
18, 1841, he was made its president. In 
1839 the Messrs. Duncan dissolved partner- 
ship, the senior partner, Mr. John A. Duncan, 


42 


She | 
was an excellent christian mother, a member of | 


This 


taking the business into his own hands. 


|gentleman then desired Mr. Adams to take 





| 





a position in his store as salesman, which invi- 
tation he accepted, after first purchasing his 
time of Messrs. Betts, Pusey & Harlan. This 
he did though he was not an indentured ap- 
prentice, and he was here engaged for the 
next eight years. In 1847 he commenced, 
on his own account and in a very small 
way, the heater and range business. It in- 
creased year by year under his management, 
until by close application, hard work and rigid 
economy, with an occasional outside venture 
of small pretensions, he had accumulated a 
moderate capital. With this he decided, in 
1857, to embark in the manufacture of iron: 
a business, at that time in a very depressed 
state, but one of which he had the best know- 
ledge and the most practical acquaintance. 
He accordingly connected himself with the 
firm of McDaniel, Craige & Company, pro- 
prietors of the OJd Ferry Rolling Mill, and 
manufacturers of bar iron. For about four 
years they did little more than meet expenses. 
In 1860 Mr. W.S. Craige withdrew, and the firm 
name was changed to that of McDaniel, 
Adams & Company. This firm established 
during the war an enviable reputation for the 
manufacture of ‘Chain Links” of superior 
quality, and were subjected to an exceedingly 
severe test by the Government Inspector, yet 
of the many thousands made by them not one 
was rejected. During this period Mr. Adams 
not only spent the entire day, but often the 
night, in the mill among the workmen. In 
1863 the firm was dissolved and was suc- 
ceeded by ‘‘The Diamond State Iron Com- 
pany,” of which Mr. Adams was chosen 
president. He retained this position till the 
fall of 1865, when he sold out his interest in 
the company and early in 1866 connected him- 
self with the McCullough Iron Company, manu- 
facturers of block and galvanized sheet iron. 
This is now the most extensive establish- 
ment for the manufacture of galvanized sheets 
in the country, and is a formidable rival of 
English manufacturers. He was connected 
with this company for nearly sixteen years, 
twelve years as vice-president, and four years as 
president. He devoted himself unremittingly 
to his duties, attending however, more particul- 
arly the purchase and sales department. He 
retired in April, 1882, and on the roth of 
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July last sailed with his wife for Europe. | 
Mr. Adams has always strongly advocated 
a protective tariff of -discriminating duties 
and believes in it as a question which touches 
the very life of the nation. As next in im-| 
portance to this he awcurrency: .0f 
which gold is the basis, and maintains that 
every dollar, whether of gold, silver or paper, 
should be of equal value. The advent of 
the Republican party in 1356 first wakened in 
him an interest in politics, its principles meet- | 
ing in him a full and hearty response, with the 
manhood and courage to avow and uphold 
them. During the memorable winter of 1859- 
60, he was President of the Club of the People’s 
Party in Wilmington. One of the first great 
meetings held after the Convention, in Chicago 
in May, 1860, to ratify the nominations, was 
that in the City Hall in Wilmington, in June, 
1860. It was exeeedingly large and enthu- 
Siastic, and was the first meeting, in a slave 
State, to applaud and uphold the nomination | 
of Mr. Lincoln. Of this meeting Mr. Adams 
was chosen chairman. He was President of 
one of the divisions of the Union League dur- 
ing the dark days of war, and spared neither , 
means nor effort to aid the Government. 
in the struggle. .In 1866, :Mr.. Adams, for. 
New Castle county, Hon. N. B. Smithers, | 
of Kent county, and Jacob Mocre, Esq, of 
Sussex county, were appointed delegates to 
the Loyalist National Convention, held that 
year in Philadelphia, the object of which was 
to bring together, for fraternal greetings, 
the Union men of all sections of the country. 
Mr. Adams was also appointed a delegate 
to the National Convention called by the 
National Board of Trade, which was held 
in Bost.nin February, 1868; and was active 
and prominent as a member of the committee 
appointed by that body, to take into consid- 
eration the question of ‘‘ Taxation,” which was 
then weighing heavily on the industrial and 
commercial interests of the country. Also, in 
that year, he was nominated for State Senator 
from New Castle county, on the Republican 
ticket, but the strong prejudice then existing 
against the extension of the right of suffrage 
to the colored people, caused the defeat of the 
ticket. In 1867 he was elected a member of 
the City Council of Wilmington, and after 
serving two years, was chosen President. Fe} 
was for a second time elected from the fourth | 


urges 


/with appropriate addresses. 
_member of the Presbyterian church. 


| Clark ; 
Alexander Clark. 
“Susie Springer Adams, 


DELAWARE. 


ward, and again from the sixth, under the 
new arrangement of wards. He was, also, 
for several years, a member of the Board of 
Public Education, in which capacity he was 
very decided in the expression of his views in 
regard to the education of the masses, believing 
it indispensable to the permanency of a popu- 
lar government, and strongly advocated the 
study of Latin in the High School. In 1873, 
he gave two gold medals, worth about thirty 
dollars each; one for the male and one for the 
female department of the High School as prizes 
for those who passed the best examination in 
English grammar. He offered the same prizes 
the succeeding year, and has continued to 
do so each year since. The occasion of the 
bestowal of the ‘‘Adams Prizes,” as they are 
called, is given special prominence; the first 
men of the city being asked to present them 
Mr. Adams is a 
. He was 
marriedin 1844 to Mary Anna, daughter of Sam- 
uel McCleary, late of Wilmington, one of the 
pioneers in the manufacture of improved cot- 
ton, woollen and paper machinery, in this sec- 
tion of the country. Mr. Adams has been un- 
usually favored and happy in his domestic life. 
The children of the family have numbered but 
two; the eldest, Maggie Hyndman Adams is 
now the wife of Alexander Clark, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and has three children ; John H. Adams 
Ralph Ewing Clark, and Winthrop 
The younger daughter, 
married Henry L. 
Townsend, of Germantown, Pean., and has 
one daughter, Marian Adams Townsend. The 
residence of Mr. Adams on Delaware avenue 
is one of the most elegantin the city. Tothe 


“young people of the place, whose benefit he 


has so much at heart, the lesson of his life is 

ofinestimable value, and with all its sugges- 

tions and inspiration is kept constantly before 
them by his personal presence. 

- ARKLEY, SAMUEL, one of the pro- 

® im) prietors of the Cake and Cracker Bak- 

x ery of Barkley & Brother, Wilmington, 

3 Woh was born in Ireland, May 14, 1844. His 

parents came to America and settled 

in Wilmington before his recollection. In 1848 

he commenced his attendance at the public 

schools which he continued till he was sixteen 

years of age, at which time he was appren- 
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ticed to J. Morton Poole & Company to Jearn 
the machinist business. He faithfully served 
out the term of his apprenticeship, winnitg 
golden opinions from his associates and em- 
ployers, with whom he remained as a journey- 


man until he reached the age of twenty-two | 


years. He then spent two years in the Tool 


works of William A. Betts, also of Wilming- | 
ton, after which being solicited by his brother | 
to join him in the new enterprise he had in| 


view, he became partner with him in the Cake 
and Cracker Bakery and Candy Works,, first 
established by them on the corner of Sixth 


and Spruce Streets, and of which a fullhistory | 


and account is given in the Industrial depart- 


ment of this work. This flourishing business | 


the brothers have built. up by their own 
unaided efforts, by fair dealing, enterprise, and 
originality in ideas and ways of working; and 
the steady increase of their success and popu- 
larity seems likely to know no diminution. 
Mr. Samuel Barkley is a man of remarkable 
energy, and the foundation of his prosperity 
is laid in character and principle. He is a 
member of the Episcopal Church. 


aig 3k JOSHUA, Lawyer and Ex- 
Peat Mayor of the city of Wilmington, was 
J born in Willistown township, Chester 
: April 7.4 TS 320 Eis 

Xe parents, Caleb and Ruth (Bennett) 
Maris, were Friends, and possessed, in a 
marked degrce, the characteristic excellencies 
of that society. Caleb Maris was a miller by 
vocation, devoted to the interests of religion, 
and his pure and upright life gave him a wide 
influence. He died in September, 1838, at 
the age of fifty,and his wife, in 1864,at the age 
of sixty-eight. They had six children; Jacob 
Bennett; Phoebe, who married Edward Pray, 
both of whom are now deceased—they left one 
daughter—Joshua; Thomas, who died at the 
age of sixteen; Barclay, who died in 1853, and 
George C., a Conveyancer, in Wilmington. 
The grandfather of the subject of our sketch, 
also named Caleb Maris, was a large and pros- 
perous farmer, of Chester county, Pa. He 
owned four large farms. He died in 1838, at 
the age of ninety-four, and his wife, Ann 





(Fawkes) Maris, the same year, at the age of| 


ninety. They had eleven children, of whom 
Caleb was the ninth. The Maris family were 
English Friends, who came to Pennsylvania 


soon after the arrival of William Penn.  Los- 
‘ing his father at the age of six years, the sub- 
lject of our sketch had but limited opportuni- 
ities of education. He lived part of the time 
| with arelative, and the residue with a stranger, 
till he was sixteen and in 1848 wasapprenticed 
_by his guardians to learn the cabinet making 


business. But he thirsted for knowledge, and 
becoming free at twenty, determined to 
obtain an cducation. He attended the 


' academy at Newark, Del., for one term, and 
afterwards the schools of Wilmington, and 
ireceived private instruction till he was 
fitted for college. He entered the Freshman 
{class of Dickinson College, at Carlisle, Pa., 
i1 1854, but, after attending one year, sick- 
ness, family duties, and other circumstances, 
hobliecd him to abandon his cherished hope of 
a full. collegiate course. He taught for one 
year, and in 1856 commenced his legal studies 
with the late Chancellor Daniel M. Bates, in 
Wilmington. In that city he settled in the 
| practice of his profession immediately on his 
admission to the bar, in 1859, and, trom the 
first, achieved a decided success. He has 
proved a safe and judicious counsellor; a legal 
adviser in whose character, wisdom and judg- 
ment implicit reliance can be placed. These 
sterling qualities met with speedy recognition, 
ani he was early and repeatedly called upon 
to assist in public affairs. He was a member 
of the old Whig party during its continuance, 
then of the American party, and united with 
the Republican party soon after its organiza- 
tion in Delaware, proving ever since one of its 
most able and consistent friends. - In 1859 
he was elected clerk of the City Council, 
and was twice re-elected to the same position, 
making three terms of one year each. He 
{then declined an election to a fourth term in 
order to give himself more exclusively to his 
profession. In 1863 he was nominated for the 
office of Mayor of Wilmington, and elected 
by a majority of four hundred and forty seven 
votes. His administration was popular and 
successful, and at the conclusion of his first 
term, which was only one year, he was re- 
elected by a majority of four hundred and 
ninety-five votes. A nomination for a third 
term was tendered him which the requirements 
'of his private business led him to decline. In 
| 1871 he was elected by a majority of four hun- 
idred and eighty-three votes to the office of 
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President of the City Council for a term of two |seventy-first year. 


years. He discharged its duties with his usual 
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His mother, before her 
marriage, was Miss Diana Bell, of New Castle 
a 


fidelity and success, and his party insisted upon | county, a lady of great intelligence and many 


his accepting the position for a second term 
to which he was elected by a majority of 
eight hundred and thirty votes. Accordingly 
he was for four years in this responsible office. 
In 1872 he was elected to the Legislature from 
New Castle county, and served ably as a 
member of that body. He was on the com- 
mittees of Education and Ways and Means, 


and was Chairman of the Joint Committee | 
from the House for the codification and revi- | 


sion of the laws of the state. 
given much attention to the subject of Building 
and Loan Associations, several of which have 
been organized by his own efforts. In many of 
them he has served as president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer, Or a member of the board 
of directors. At the present time he is a mem- 
ber of seven such organizations, being president 


of two,vice president of one,treasurer ofanother, | 


He has also been 
connected with several benevolent and secret 
societies, and is a member of the Masonic or- 
der, of the Independent order of Odd Fellows, 
the Improved Order of Red Men, (at present 
Great Chief of Records of the G.C. W. S.) and 
the order of United American Mechanics, 
having held in the latter two of the highest 


and a director in others. 


offices in their gift, and in the I. O. O. F, the | 


highest position in the State and represented 
the Grand Lodge of Delaware in the G. L. U. 
S. for three terms. Mr. Maris was married 
January 12, 1870, to Miss Martha A., daughter 
of David and Harriet I. Howell, of Yardley- 
ville, Pa., and has three children: Bertha H.; 
Dela H., and Elma Howell Maris. He was a 
birthright member of the Friends’ Society, but 
after his marriage he, in 1873, united with the 


St. Andrew’s Protestant Episcopal Church, of | 


which Bishop Lee is the Rector, and of which 
church his wife is also a member. 


1IGGS, WILLIAM PIERSON, Ex-Leg- 
islator and farmer,of New Castle county, 
ae’, was born, January 22, 1838. His father 
£9) was John Biggs, a farmer of Pencader 
hundred, a man who achieved success in 
life by industry and integrity. He 


prominent member of the M. E. Church, and 





for many years was connected with its official | nomination in 1861. 


board. He died, January, 5, 1860, in 


Mr. Maris has j 


virtues.: She died, December 14, 1877, at the 
age of seventy-eight years. The subject of 
this sketch is the youngest of four sons, and 
of six children, who grew to maturity, whose 
names areas follows: Hon. Benjamin Thomas, 
of whom see sketch in this volume; Sewell 
Chambers, Register of Wills, New Castle Co., 
a sketch of whose life and portrait will also be 
found in this work ; Jane Elizabeth, wife of the 
late Rev. W. H. Brisbane, of the Philadelphia 
Conference of the M. E. Church; Joseph, a 
farmer, now residing in Cecil county, Md.; 
Mary Anna wife of Rev. Theodore Stevens of 
the Philadelphia Conference of the M. E. 
Church, and William Pierson. The last named 


attended the district school until seventeen 


years of age, when he was sent to the New 
Jersey Conference Seminary at Pennington, 
where he continued for three years. At the 


|expiration of this time he returned home and 


engaged in tarming on an estate owned by his 


'father, knownas ‘‘ Locust Grove,” one and a 


half miles west of Summit Bridge.. He re- 
mained upon this farm until 1870 when he 
removed to the farm on which he now resides, 
known as ‘“‘ Sunny Side,” and containing 230 
acres of land, one half mile north of Summit 
Bridge. Upon this farm Mr. Biggs has planted 
12000 peach trees which have been very 
remunerative. He also cultivates corn and 


'wheat toa large extent and has been very 


successful. In addition to ‘Sunny Side,” Mr. 


| Biggs owns a farm of 212 acres, two and one- 


half miles south of Bohemia Bridge, upon 
which he has a fine orchard of 10,000 trees. 
This orchard has been very productive, and in 
the 15 years of his ownership there have been 
but two years of failure in peaches. For 
15 years he has been extensively engaged in 
a peach nursery, and has been very successful. 
In politics Mr. Biggs has always been a Demo- 
crat, and in 1874 was elected to the Legisla- 
ture of the State, serving in the session of 





Was aj 


1875. He served as chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Corporations, and made an efficient 
member of the body. He is a trustee and 
steward of Bethel M. &. Church, at Pivot 
| Bridge, having attached himself to that de- 
He was united in mar- 


his |riage, January 17, 1865, to Miss Fannie, 
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daughter of James Boulden, of Pencader hun- | 
They. have two children, Clara May, copai Church. 


dred. 
and Mellie Boulden Bisse 


aha! ieLIs; Ree JONATHAN SPENCER, | 


jee CD 
Raat 


> the Gospel, was born April 5, 


wt 73 
cxs Oxford, Talbot county, Md. 


ION 
was sheriff of Talbot county for several years, 
and represented that county in the Legislature 
of Maryland for four terms. He was a large 
land owner, and a very successful agriculturist. 
The father of William B. Willis, was john 
Willis, known.as ‘‘Oxford John.” He served 
as officer of Customs at Oxford, for thirty 
years, and was remarkable for his general 
knowledge, wit and large hospitality. Hewas 
the grandson of John Willis who removed from 
Virginia in the latter part of the 17th century, 
settling at Snow Hill, now Preston, 
grandfather was Sir Richard Willis,an English 
nobleman who came to Virginia with the early 
colonists and took up extensive land grants 
near Norfolk. The mother of Rev. J, S. Willis, 


His fa- 


was Mary, daughter of Captain Jonathan and 


Eleanor (Robinson) Spencer. Captain Spencer 
was an officer in the war of 1812, and served 
under Gencral Benson, in the affair of St. 
Michaels. He died in 1822, at the age of thir- 
ty-cight years. Captain Spencer was the son 
of Perry Spencer, of ‘‘Spencer Hall,” who made 
a large fortune in ship building. He was the 


uncle of Rev. Joseph Spencer, D. D., of the P. | 


E. church, Professor Matthew Spencer; Henry, 


Edward and Robert Spencer, well known. in| 
Law, Theology and Letters in the history of | 


the State of Maryland. Captain Spencer left 
three daughters, of whom Mrs. Willis was 
the eldest. The second daughter married 
John Willis, uncle of Rev. J. S. Willis. 
resided near Carrollton, Mo., and died in 
1881. The other daughter married Thomas 
Jewell, Esq., of Georgetown, D.C. Mrs. Willis’ 
ancestor, Robinson, who was the immigrant 
from England, was a man of wealth, and 
married late in life. He loaned the Govern- 
ment large sums of money for the prosecution 
of the war. He was a true patriot and a 
staunch friend to the Government. 
Willis, the subject of this sketch, was carefully 
reared in the morals and discipline of christi- 
anity, both his parents having been, from 


ther was William Barnaby -Willis, who | 


Md. His | 


He | 


Mr. | 
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early life, members of the Methodist Epis- 
He was the oldest of nine 
,children, and was reared on ‘Long Point,” 

Mange farm, near Oxford. He attended ve 
district school in Oxford Neck until he was 


A of Milford, a well known Minister of fourteen years of age, when he spent a year in 
1830, in| 


his uncle’s store, (Mr. Jewell,) at Georgetown 

D.C. Returning home he spent two and a 
half years under the tuition of Lyman Gris- 
wold, where he was taught the higher mathe- 
matics, and obtained the rudiments of Greek 
and Latin. the completion of his 
seventeenth year he was appointed teacher 
‘in one of the district schools of Talbot county 
and continued this profession for seven years, 
part of which time he was principal of the 
academy, at Trappe, in the same county. He 
joined the M. E. Church at seventeen years of 
age. During the years intervening, his mind 
-had been drawn to the ministry as his life- 


Before 


_work, perhaps, instrumentally, through the in- 
fluence of his mother. He was licensed to 
_preach as alocal minister of the M. E. Church 
}at the age of twenty years, and his friends 
‘and the church were the agents in bringing 
about from the first, his assuming the duties 
|of this holy calling. In the spring of 1854, 
at the age of twenty-four years, he was ad- 
mitted to the Philadelphia Annual Conference, 
whose session that year was held in the city 





| of Reading, Pa., and was appointed to fill the 


icharge of Centreville, Maryland, in 1854, 
‘Camden, Delaware, in 1755, Dover, in 1856, 
Frederica, in 1857-58, and Odessa, in 1859. 
In 1860-61 he was in charge of Tabernacle 
Church, Philadelphia. He was ordained 
Deacon by Bishop Waugh, in 1856, and Elder 
‘by Bishop Scott, in 1858. He served as pastor 
(of the Mt Vernon, now Spring Garden M. 
/E. Church during 1862-63, which church he 
built and organized, beginning with forty-five 
|members and closing his pastorate with two 
‘hundred and eighty communicants. In the 
'winter of 1864 he accepted a call from the 
Western Presbyterian Church, of Philadelphia, 
| but resigned after one year, and retired from 
| the astive ministry, until the spring of 1867, 
;}when he returned to the M. E. Church, and 
took charge at Harrington, 
tinued until 1859, when he received a call to 
‘the Seventeenth Street.M. E. Church, of New 
York city. and to the New 
| York East Conference. remained in 


| 


where he con- 





was. transferred 


He 
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‘highest order and well received. 
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charge of this church for three years. He was 
then: pastor for three “years. of the” M..E 
Church at Stamford, Connecticut: here he 
was eminently successful, having “had great 


temporal and spiritual prosperity. He was! 


returned to New York, where he took charge 
of nthe: Seventh Street) ML ei “Church, 
remaining there for three years. He acted as 
president of the Preachers’ Meeting, in New 


York, for one year, with much acceptance to, 


that body. 
of Mrs. Willis, he in the spring of 1878 re- 
turned to Delaware, and for a year was em- 
ployed in looking after the interests of his 
In the spring of 1879 he was 
made pastor of the Felton charge of ‘Vilming- 
ton Conference, where he resided until March 
1882, when he was appointed to his present 
charge at Milford. Besides being an able and 
eloquent minister, Mr. Willis has the endow- 
ments of a poet of a high order, and has 
written a number of poems of rare literary 
merit. He wrote a series of War Lyrics for 
Forney’s *\ Press” during the late war, which 
were widely quoted in the periodical literature 
of that time. He was also the author of a 
centennial poem which received high pratse 
from William Cullen Bryant. In 1877 he was 
the poet for the commencement occasion of 
Dickinson College, the poem being of the 
The world 
may soon hear of him ina volume of his poems. 
He is widely and favorably known as a lecturer. 


His *‘ William the Silent,” The First Woman,” | 


and others have been delivered to charmed 
audiences in many states. 
owner of between four and five hundred acres 


- of land, half of which is devoted to the culture 


of fruit of all varieties. He is a Republican in 
politics and though not a politician in any 
sense, he still takes deep interest in the wel- 
fare of his country. His family record is a 


grand one as to loyality to the republic in all | 
He furnished a substitute during 


her wars. 
the late war though he was not drafted, and 
was busy in hospitals and devoted himself to 
alleviating the sufferings of the soldiers. He 
has been twice married, first in 1851 to Miss 


Annie S, daughter of Hugh Vallaint, Esq. of | 


Ferry Neck, Talbot county, Md. She died 
in 1862, and was interred with the three 
children of this marriage in the family burial 
ground in Ferry Neck. He afterwards mar- 


In consequence of the poor health | 


Mr. Willis is the | 


jried Miss Annie, daughter of Hon. William 
; Lownsend of Frederica. Two children were 
born of this marriage, William Townsend who 
| died in his second year, and Elizabeth Town- 
send Willis. 

“i HURCHMAN, HENRY LAWRENCE, 
Bait Farmer and Grazier of Stanton, New 
eb Castle county,was born in Ridley town- 
cis ship, Delaware county, Pa, March, 20, 

1821. His father,Caleb Churchman,was 


be 


\ 
ia farmer and grazier of that county, a birth- 
‘right member of the Friends’ Society, but was 
dismissed for the offence, it was said, of joining 
'a company of light horse cavalry during the 
last war with Great Britain. He died in 
Chester, Pa., in. 1863, being in the 8tst year of 
‘his age. His wife was Martha, daughter of 
‘John Shelly, a farmer of New Castle county. 
/She died in 1827. Mr. Churchman was sent to 


the Friends’ School at West Chester, and also 
‘that at Burlington,New Jersey. After hisreturn 
he assisted his father until he reached his 22nd 
/year, when he commenced farming and grazing 
-apon his own account, on his father’s farm in 
| Philadelphia county, Pa. Dec. 1, 1842, he came 
to New Castle county and purchased ‘Spring 
Garden,” a farm which he greatly improved, 
residing thereon until 1852, when he returned 
to the old homestead known as the ‘tMarsh 
| Farm,’ in Philadelphia county. Here he built 
-a commodious residence and outbuildings, and 
continued to improve it until 1856. In June, 
1859, he purchased what was known as the 
“Cripple Farm,” the estate on which he now 
resides, situated in White Clay Creek hundred. 
He is the owner of 600 acres, and devotes his 
attention to stock raising, consisting of sheep, 
cattle, and horses. In addition to this large 
farm, he is also the owner of a farm near Ox- 
ford,Chester county,Pa., consisting of 80 acres 
of valuable land, now occupied by his brother- 
in-law Benjamin W. Oakford. He takes a 
large share of interest in public affairs, and 
has served as School Commissioner for his dis- 
trict, as well in Pennyslvania, as since his re- 
turn to Delaware. Reared in the old Whig 
party, he continued to act with it while it con- 
tinued to exist, and since the advent of the 
Republican party he has identified himself 
with its purposes, aims and measures. Mr. 
Churchman is a man of great uprightness in 


C 


business, possessing a geniality and intelli- 
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gence which render him greatly respected | 
wherever known. In business circles he is) 
highly valued for accurate judgment, and 
possesses administrative qualifications of a 
high order. As the President of the National 
Bank of Newport, and in other financial posi- 
tions, his discharge of the duties imposed on 
him has been eminently satisfactory. His in- 


dustry, economy, and habits, have rendered | 


him successful in the several pursuits which 


have engaged his attention. He was married 


on the first day of December, 1842, by Rev. 
Albert Barnes, to Miss Sarah, daughter of 
His | 
eldest daughter is the wife of Mr. John Crans- | 
ithe New Castle and Frenchtown, and Phila- 


Alexander Reed, Esq., of Philadelphia. 


ton of Newport, his eldest son died in Chicago, 
and his second son, a soldier of the 20th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, was killed in the action 
at Ashby’s Gap, Va. 


Sx AYES, MANLOVE, Dover, Secretary 


{ 


@ate and Treasurer of the Delaware railroad, 


pe was born in Kent county, May 5, 1817. | 


ot He is the second son of the late Man- 


Oe 
i) love Hayes, farmer and merchant, who | 


died in 1849, past eighty years of age. The 
family record and ancestry is given in the 
sketch of Judge Alexander L. Hayes. 
youth of the subject of our sketch was spent 
on his father’s estate, a few miles east of Dover. 
In 1832, he entered the academy at Newark, 
then at the height of its prosperity, under the 
management of Rev. A. K. Russell, and con- 
tinued in the academy and coliege till the win- 


ter of 1836, with the exception of one year | 


spent at school in York, Pa. In December, 
1836, he left college to accept a situation as 
assistant in John C. Trautwine’s corps of civil 
engineers, and was engaged in locating the 
East Tennessee Railroad from Knoxville to 
the Georgia state line near Chattanooga. The 
surveying for this road was made through the 
Cherokee country, at the time the government 
was removing the Indians to the reservation 
west of the Mississippi river. 
charge of a division of the railroad until 1840, 
when, by reason of financial troubles, work 
was suspended and the engineer corps dis- 
banded. Returning to Delaware in 1840, Mr. 
Hayes soon afterwards engaged in farming 
and continued to live on his farm, ‘‘ York 
Seat,” until 1864, when he removed to his 


The | 


He remained in | 
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present residence, just without the town 
limits of Dover. In 1846, and for several 
years afterward, he was associated with the 
late Chancellor Harrington and Caleb H. Sip- 
ple, Esq , of Dover, in establishing a steamboat 
line to Philadelphia from Dona Landing, seven 
miles from Dover,and superintended the build- 
ing of the wharf, hotel, and other structures at 
that place. In 1848 he was chosen clerk of 
the State Senate and was a member of the last 
Whig Legislature,elected in 1852. During the 
important session of 1853, he was identified 
with the legislation by which power was granted 
the Delaware railroad company to extend 
their road north from Dover and connect with 


delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore railroads, 
thus securing to the people of the Peninsula a 
line by rail to Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
He was elected a director of the Delaware 
railroad company in 1864, and has been secre- 
tary and treasurer of the company since 1870. 


| Mr. Hayes is also a member of the Historical 


Society of Delaware, and atrustee of Dela- 
ware College. He is also President of the 
projected Bay Shore railroad, and is a mem- 
ber of the boards of several other public enter- 
prises in the state. Evidently the value of 
his services are too well understood and ap- 
preciated to leave room for hope that an ex- 
acting public will allow him any opportunity 
of leisure or inactivity. He assisted in the 
organization of the First National Bank of 
Dover,in 1865,and is still a director. Always 
greatly interested in agriculture and in the 
progress of that industry in Delaware, he has 
participated in every movement in his county 
for its promotion. He has been singe its 


|organization the correspondent from Kent 





‘county to the 


Agricultural Department at 
Washington, andis corresponding secretary of 
the State Board of Agriculture. He was one 


|of the first in his county to engage largely in 


the cultivation of fruit, and his agricultural 
pursuits, which absorb a very consideable por- 
tion of his time, have always been to him a 
great source of pleasure as well as of profit. 
Since 186t he has acted with the Republican 
party, and has been strong and decided for the 
Union. His mother was a Friend, and also his 
wife,and he inclines to the faith of that society, 


but is not a member of any church. He was 


| married, February 17, 1851, to Miss Rebecca 
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Carmalt, daughter of James and Sarah (Perry) 
Howell of Philadelphia. They have three 


children living ; Maw Edith and Anna Belle. | 


gay ASH. MOSES, Farmer, of Pierson’s 
‘9 > Corner, was bean December 7, 1810, in 
at West Dover hundred, in which place 





{ Shis father, Joseph Rash, was a large. 
He died in 1836, at the} 


land owner. 


age of 82 years. His wife was Elizabeth, 


daughter of Joseph Davis, of Kent county. | 


She died in 1844, in the 75th year of her age. 
They were both members ofthe M. E. Church. 
The father of Joseph was John Rash, a large 
owner of real estate, who resided near 
Wyoming. He married Miss Micah Wilson, 
and had four sons and four daughters: Daniel, 


who went to North Carolina, where he died at | 


the advanced age of 109 years; Andrew, 
who lived to be 87 years of age; Joseph, named 
above; Martin, who also reached his 87th 
year; Hester, who married William Green; 
Letitia, who married Isaac Beer; Patuma, 
who married Eben Walls, and Angela, 


(Clayton. In 1862 he removed to Wilming- 
iton, and in 1867 returned to his farm 
at Pierson’s Corner, where he now resides 
| Mr. Rash is agent of Mr. William McCaulley 
(of Wilmington and has charge of his ten farms 
in Kent county. 
intelligent and influential. He was very active 
in the old Whig party and at all times inter- 
At the breaking out of 
(the war in 1861 he took decided ground against 
secession and was a devout supporter of the 
Union. He offered himself asa soldier for the 
support of his country’s flag but his age being 
greater than the service allowed he was com- 
-pelled to remain at home, but was in heart 
and sympathy with those who served in the 
ficld. Heis now a strong Republican and has 
been frequently elected asa Delegate to state 
‘Conventions. He joined the M.E church in 
1845 and has held both the position of leader 
and steward, but stands withdrawn from its 
communion. Mr. Rash has been twice married; 
‘first, July 28, 1831, to Miss Maria, daughter of 
| Meyers and Sally (Barber) Casson, by whom 


He is a large, energetic man, 


ested in its success. 


who married William Whitby ; each of/he had eight children, five of whom are still 


the daughters left children. This family is | 
one of the most ancient in the State, and 
deeds are in existence showing their posses- 


sion of lands in Kent county over two hun- | 


living ; viz: Meyers, Sarah, wife of Jas. Kersey, 
Maria, wife of Blanchard Smith, Eugene and 
Pennel. He was again united in marriage 
| August 17, 1854, to Miss Mary C., daughter of 


dred years. The subject of this sketch had John Lawrence; eight children were also born 
few opportunities of early education, a teacher jof this marriage, and are all living; Josephine, 

being employed for perhaps two months in the | ‘William H., Charles W., George B.,Lawrence, 

winter for the neighborhood. At the age of | 'Addison, Kate and Hattie Rash. 

22 years he began farming on the lands of his | Porn oS Sea 

father, at Pierson’s Corner, where he resided | Seag EMPLE, JAMES D. W., M. D., of 
for three years, and in 1836 went to Middle- | os Kenton, was born in ‘Templevilie, Queen 
town, where he remained one year. In 1837) ay, Anne’s county, Maryland, Aug. 10,1851, 

he removed to Dover, where he resided for | ue and is now the only surviving child 
six years, being engaged in the livery busi- | ® of James and Ann (Graham) Temple. 
ness. He served as Constable of the district |The last named was the third wife of Mr. 
for one year, and as Deputy Sheriff for two | Temple, a successful farmer, and a man widely 
years. In 1843 he removed to a farm near | known and highly respected. He died in Feb- 
Pierson’s Corner, which he inherited from his | ruary, 1852, at the age of forty five years. His 
father, and in 1845 purchased the farm where ‘children by his first wife were, John T.; Wil- 
he now resides, an estate of II5 acres of | liam E., of whom a sketch is pabiened in 
excellent land. He first raised grain, and in | ‘Representative men of Maryland and District 
1843 began cultivating fruit for the market. He of Columbia, 1879,” and Lucy. wife of John W. 
is now the owner of 225 acres of land, which Temple, of whom also,a sketch is found in the 
is divided into two farms. In 1849 he erected above work. By his second wife his children 
his present residence. In 1879 he built astore |} were Benjamin L. and George C.; the latter 
and granary at Pierson’s Cross Roads of which died in 1880. The Temples were an old his- 
his son has charge. In 1857 he removed to toric family, among the earliest settlers of the 
Philadelphia but after one year returned to | Eastern Shore. Templeville derives from them 
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its name; also, Governor Temple, of Delaware, ; as a majority of the Board were opposed to him 
was of that family. Dr. Temple attended the in politics. In all these positions he has been 
public schools of his native village till he was | conspicuously useful, and has enjoyed public 
sixteen years of age, after which he spent | confidence and regard in a high degree. In 
three years at a boarding school in West Not-! the spring of 1880, Mr. Conrad, in partnership 
tingham, Cecil county, Md.. where he was pre-! with Mr. Emerson, purchased The Morning 
pared for the medical college. In 1870 he | Herald, a Democratic newspaper, of Wilming- 
entered the Jefferson Medical College at Phila-| ton, and established in its place Zhe Morning 
delphia, from which he graduated in the cprigl| News. With the change of name and 
of 1874. He at once settled in Kenton, where}ownership the paper also underwent a 
he has grown into a large and lucrative prac-{ change of politics, and became devoted to 
tice, and is very highly esteemed in the com-!the interests of the Republican party, which 
munity. He is a member of the amacnaticl 

party, but does not take an active part ial 
public affairs. Dr. Temple was married, Octo- 
ber 24, 1877. to Miss Laura, daughter of John 
and Margaret (Bailey) Lee. A sketch of Mr. 
Lee will be found in this volume. 





it has ably and zealously advocated to the 
present time. Soon after the purchase Mr. 
Emerson retired from the firm, and his place 
was filled by Mr. Isaac R. Pennvpacker. Asa 
lively, wide-awake morning paper, the Mews 
filled a niche that had been waiting for it, tak- 
ing rank from the first, with the longer estab- 
lished journals, and became exceedingly pop- 
ular throughout the towns of the State and 
Peninsula. Toits success, Mr. Conrad devoted 
| himself, and had the satisfaction of seeing it 
received with great and increasing favor. In 
the winter of 1882, it was purchased by the 
News Publishing Company, with Watson R. 
very young he had the misfortune to lose his! Sperry, late managing editor of the New York 
mother, and in 1856 removed with his father| Evening Post, as editor-in-chief. Mr. Conrad, 
to Wilmington, where he has since d then renewed his law practice. On the 3d of 











SONRAD, HENRY C., Lawyer and 
I President of the City Council of Wil- 
mington, was born in Bridesburg, April 


ae 


cf 


we 







52 Fe 25. 1852) His’ parents,’ Aaron. and 

Oo Sarah W. (Pennypacker) Conrad, were 
both natives of Pennsylvania. A sketch of 
his father will b: found in this volume. When 


He received his education in the public} June, 1882, the Republicans achieved a victory 
schools of that city, and studied law in the} in the city of Wilmington, which, for the pre- 
office of Anthony Higgins, Esq. In 1873 he} vious ten years, had been under Democratic 
graduated at the Harvard law school, and|rule, and Mr. Conrad was elected President of 
was admitted to the bar in November, 1874.| the City Council. The occasion was one of great 
In the campaign of that year he took an/ rejoicing, his great personal popularity having a 
active part as an out-spoken Republican,| sensibly ameliorating effect on the opposing 
miking speeches throughout the State. In] party. Mr. Conrad is a man of fine presence, 
the campaign of 1876 he also bore a conspicu- | and the truth, honor and thorough reliability 
ous part, and was of great service to his! of his character is manifest in his countenance 
party. In May, of that year, he was made/and bearing. He has commenced life under 
actuary or superintendent of the colored | the fairest auspices,and every step is attended 
schools of the State of Delaware, and has| with that favor that in sacred writ is declared 
held that position tothe present time. In the}rather to be chosen “than great riches.” He 
advancement of these schools he has taken! is an active member of Grace M. E. church. 
great pride, their efficiency and_ flourishing EE NY EBA, 

condition giving abundant proof of his care, and 
wise and excellent management. In 1878 he 
filled an unexpired term in the Wilmington 
Board of Education, and in May, 1879, was 
elected a member of that body. To this posi- 
tion he was re-elected in May, 1881, and fora 
second time was made president of the Board; 
the distinction being more particularly marked 
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ACX2AYLOR, JAMES, TOMKINS, Farmer 


and Member of the Levy Court of New 


My 







re /ly Castle county, was born on the farm 
LS where he now resides, July 23, 1836, 

) being the seventh and youngest child 
of Teak and Catherine (Garvin) Taylor. His 
father, also a farmer, was born in Thoroughfare 
Neck, New Castle county, March 28, 1793. 
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He had but three months’ schooling, but was 
a man of good judgment, great energy and} 
industry, and more than average ability. He| 
was for many years a steward and class-ieader 
in the Methodist Church. He died July 13, 
1870. His marriage took place in 1820. His 
wife was born in Kent county, but her father, 
William Garvin, came from the city of Cork. 
He was a Presbyterian, and resided on a strip 
of country known as the ‘‘Alley,” near Mur- 
phy’s Mills, Kent county. The six elder chil- 
dren of Isaiah Taylor and his wife were, 
William, who died at the age of nine years; | 
Mary’ Ann, died at the age of three years; | 
Sarah Jane, and John Henry, died in infancy ; 
Catherine Maria, who became the wife of; 
Peter S. Deakyne, and died in 1860, her only | 
surviving child being Joseph Fletcher Dea- | 
kyne; and Wilhelmina, who married George | 
Davis Collins, near Smyrna, and died in 1860, | 
leaving five children. The father of Isaiah | 





efficient member of that body. He isa trustee 
of the Methodist Church in Townsend. He 
was married in 1875 to Miss Saiah Rebecca, 


daughter of Captain John Smith, residing near 


Centreville, Queen Anne’s county, and sister of 
Rev. John E. Smith, of the Wilmington Annual 
Conference. 
C2 WIGGETT, COL. WILLIAM YARD-~ 
G) A LEY, Postmaster at Wilmington, was 
Ew, born in Seaford, March 15, 1841, being 
Soa the third son of William Hindsand Hen- 
GI rietta Maria (Hurst) Swiggett. William 
H. Swiggett was a man of considerable local 
reputation. He taught school in his youth, 
and was in public life for many years, holding 
various positions in the county. He was 
Recorder of Deeds for Sussex county, clerk 
in the Register’s office for twelve years, and 
Assistant Provost Marsha]. He was a staunch 
Whig, and one of the first to join the ranks of 


Taylor was Kendall Taylor, who was born) the new Republican party. He died in 1875 
and spent his life in Thoroughfare Neck. He!when in his sixty-third year. His wife, as 
died there in 1796, when Isaiah, who was his | Miss Hurst, was an accomplished young lady 
only child, was three years of age. He wasthe) of Dorchester county, Md. She was a sister 
son of Isaiah Allen Taylor, a farmer, who was of the late John Hurst, of Baltimore, and the 
also born, and lived, and died, in Thoroughfare present Bishop Hurst, of the Methodist Epis- 


Neck. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary | 
war, a man of intelligence and prominence in| 
his time. He married a Miss Francis, of an 
English family of New Caste county, relatives 
of the Rothwells. He died in the latter part of! 
the last century, at the age of eighty-five. | 
Mr. James T. Taylor attended the schools of 
the ‘“ Levels,” and for about six months the. 
Middletown Academy. At eighteen years of 
age he went for one year to the Conference 
Academy at Pennington, New Jersey, and on! 
his return assisted his father in his store, and 
superintended the farm. The store was given 
up in 1867, having been carried on ten years. 
At his father’s death, being the only surviving | 
child, he came in possession of the landed | 
estate, which he has kept under excellent cul- | 
tivation. The home farm contains 187 acres” 
of valuable land, and he has also thirty acres. 
of woodland. He has about 2,500 peach | 
trees which have been a paying interest, and 
devotes the remainder of the farm to cereals. 
Mr. Taylor has always been a Democrat in 
politics and influential in that party. In 1878 
he was elected a member of the Levy Court 
of New Castle county for four years, and is an | 


months at Camp Ford, Texas. 


copal Church, is her nephew. She died at the 
early age of thirty-two years, leaving a family 
of five children. These are now Captain Sam- 
uel A. Swiggett, a merchant at Ottumway, 
Iowa; Francis C., merchant tailor at Aller- 
ton, Iowa; Anne E., wife of Robert’ H. Ford, 
of Washington, D. C.; Col. William Y., the 
subject of this sketch, and Ashland B. Swig- 
gett, of Washington. All these sons bravely 
served their country in the Union army during 
the late war; the eldest was captain of the 
Thirty-Sixth Iowa: an excellent and coura- 
geous officer. He was a prisoner. for eighteen 
His brother 
Ashland,was wounded seven times in the bat- 
tle of Antietam. Mr. William H. Swiggett 
was again married, in 1856 to Miss Ellen 
A. Harris. She died in 1860, leaving him two 
children, who are now both residents of Iowa ; 
Mary B., wife of Cassius M. Green, and Cor- 
nelia M., wife of Edwin Goodwin. The grand- 
father of the subject of this sketch was Major 
Aaron Swiggett, who married Miss Nancy 
Hinds, daughter of William Hinds, of Kent 
county, and niece of General Thomas Hinds,of 
Mississippi. He settled in Seaford, engaging in 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


the merchant and shipping business,and accum- 
ulatedaconsiderable fortune. He wasamajorin| 
the war of 1812, and wasin the battle of Lewes. | 
The coat he wore inthat fight is stillin the fam- | 
ily. He diedin 1828 when about forty years of| 
age. He had two sons, William Hinds and} 
Levin Swigget; and three daughters, Eliza| 
Ann,who married Major W. Allen, of Seaford, | 
and died in 1873, leaving seven children ; Cor-| 
nelia, who died unmarried in 1864, and Sarah 
J., widow of Capt. Orlando R. Martin,who died | 
in 1860, leaving one child, Walter EK. Martin. 
The father of Aaron Swiggett, and the frst | 
American ancestor of the family was William 
Swiggett, who was born in Sweden about 1750, 
and coming to America when a young man 
settled in Caroline county, Md. He married 
Miss Shaftesbury, and had two sons Levin 
and Aaron, and three daughters. He was a 
farmer in.good circumstances, and lived to the 
good old age of eighty-five years, dying in 1835. 
The parents of Col. William Y. Swiggett re- 
moved to Georgetown when he was five years 
of age, and he attended the school and} 
academy at that place till he was seventeen. 
He then went to lowa, where he remained one 
year, and returning in t859 entered the office | 
of the Georgetown Messenger, to learn the 
printing trade. At this business he continued 
till the breaking out of the rebellion in 1861, 
when he was one of the first to enroll himself 
for the defense of his country’s flag, and en- 
listed as a private in company G, First Dela- 
ware volunteers, for three months. He was 
soon elected Second Lieutenant by that com- 
pany, in which rank he served during the 
term, guarding the railroad from Wilmington 
to Baltimore. On being mustered out heassisted 
in reorganizing the regiment for the three 
years service and was mustered in as First 
Lieutenant of company C. Two months he 
spent at home, in recruiting, after which he 
joined the regiment at Camp Hamilton, For- 
tress Monroe, and shared its fortunes till the 
battle of Antietam, in which he was severely 
wounded in the hip by a musket ball, and was 
borne from the field. After two months in 
the hospital he rejoined his regiment, and on 
the 20th of January was promoted to the 
rank of Captain, receiving his commission 
January 23, 1862, the day following his mar- 
riage. He was at that time at home on leave 
of absence, but soon afterwards rejoined his 
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regiment at Gettysburg. He was, however, 
unable to participate in the battle or to endure 
the hardships of the field. He was transferred 
to the veteran Reserve Corps, Oct. 1, 1863, and 
employed in the lighter duties of the service. 
He was first commissioned as First Lieutenant, 
and on the 1toth of December was promoted 
to a Captaincy, and was stationed at Meridian 
Hiil, near Washington, serving in this capacity 
until April 6, 1864, when he was mustered out 
of service under general orders. He returned 
home, and during the following summer as- 
sisted in raising the Ninth Delaware Regiment. 
When it was organized he was commissioned 
Major, his commission bearing date, Sep- 
tember 12, 1864. He was still suffering greatly 
from his- wounds, which had not yet closed, 
but he went with the regiment to Fort Dela- 
ware, guarding rebel prisoners. On the 4th 
of January, 1865, he was commissioned Lieu- 
tenant Colonel of his regiment, which was the 
same month mustered out of service by gen- 
eral orders from the War Department. Colonel 


oe ia ais AGA 2.4 eet 7 ee vom 
Swiggett.-holids eight military commissions, 


| beginning with a Second Lieutenancy and as- 


cending to that of Lieutenant Colonel In 
September of the last named vear he was ap- 
pointed Mail Agent on the Delaware railroad, 
and removed his residen¢e to Wilmington. 
He filled this position in an efficient manner 
till May, 1882, when having been appointed 
Postmaster of that city by President Arthur, 
he was on the fifteenth of that month con- 
firmed by the United States Senate. He en- 


| tered upon the new task assigned him with 


the same zeal and devotion to duty that has 
characterized him in the different positions he 
filled in the army, and the one he so recently 
resigned in civil life. Heisan active Republi- 
can, amember of the Grand Army ofthe Repub- 
lic, and was one of the originators of DuPont 
Post. No. 2, of Wilmington, in which he has 
held all the chairs of honor. He has been As- 
sistant Quartermaster General of the Depart- 
ment of Delaware, and is a member of the 
National Council of Administration. He is 
also a member of the Knights of Pythias. He 
joined the M. E. Church in February, 1869, and 
is a trustee of St, Paul’s Church. He was mar- 
ried, January 22, 1863, to Miss Charlotte E. D. 
Cannon of Georgetown, daughter of Joseph K. 
and Hannah (Dunning) Cannon. They have 
only one child, Miss Maria Swiggett. 
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: -ILLIAMS, JONATHAN KNIGHT, 
Cael ee 
Si ; Farmer, one mile north-west of Odessa, 
Ay was born in Cheltenham tow mesh) 


2’ Montgomery county, Pa., May 25, 1828. 
His father, John Jarrett Wil fae a 
farmer, born in 1782, married Lydia, daughter 
of Jonathan Knight, and had five children ; 
four of whom survive: Mary K.; Thomas, a 
farmer on the old homestead; Jonathan K., 
the subject of this sketch, and John Jay 
Williams, a farmer of St. Augustine, Cecil 


county, Maryland. John Jarrett Williams was | 


a Friend, but married out of the Society, and 
was disciplined ; still he always adhered to 
that faith. He died 


his sixty-ninth year. His father, Anthony 


Williams, was a rigid member of the Society, § 


of Friends. The English tried to force him 


into the ranks of the British army during the | 


Revolutionary war; he was severely threat- 
ened and the heaviest pressure was brought 
to bear upon him, but he did not yield. He 
married Rachel Jarrett, of a numerous and 
highly respected family in that county. She 
was also a Friend. The Williams family were 
of Welsh descent, among the early settlers 
of Pennsylvania, and have been in all their 
generations, an industrious, thriving and 
highly respected people. The subject of 
this sketch attended the common schools till 
when he was sent for four 
winters to boarding schools of the Friends’ So- 
ciety at Clermont and at Byberry, and after- 
wards attended for one session the Friends 
Academy at Alexandria, Va ,receiving at these 
schoolsa good mathematical and English edu- 
cation. He was then engagedon the home farm 
tillthe spring of 1852,when he removed toDela- 
ware and settled on the farm which has now 
been his home for nearly thirty years. It con- 


sists of 300 acres of tillable land which is | 
mainly devoted to wheat and corn, though he | 


has also a great deal of fruit, and at one time 
had ten thousand peach treesin bearing. Mr. 
Williams also bought in 1871 the Mapleton 
estate, and in 1876 the Foard farm, on the 
road from Middletown to Odessa. 
considerable attention to stock, raising horses, 
cattle, etc , and keeps all his lands ina good 
state of cultivation. He is enterprising and 
intelligent, and highly regarded in the com- 
munity. He is a Republican in politics, and 
was a staunch friend of the Union during the 


in. November, 1851, ee 


He pays | 
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|war. He isa prominent and influential mem 
'ber of the Methodist Church in Odessa, with 
'which he united in 1868, and in which he is 
| both trustee and steward. Mr. Williams was 
imarried in September, 1853, to Miss Fannie, 
r! daughter of Jacob and Margaret (Fox) Shall- 
cross, of Philadelphia, and sister of Serick 
/Shallcross. They have had eight children: 
‘Lydia, who married Mr. Leonard Aspril, of 
| Odessa ; John J., died in 1856, at the age of 
fifteen months ; Margaret Shallcross ; Mary 
'Knight; Adaline Evans, died in 1865, in her 
‘fifth year; John Jay, died in 1863, aged one 
year; Fannie Shallcross, and Bessie C.Williams. 


| EOD AN BURKALOW, MOSES SIPPLE, 
Le } Merchant of Magnolia,was born in North 
¥, Murderkill hundred, January 19, 183 
u His father, John Van Burkalow, saunek, 
Po was a most excellent man. He was a 
patriot, and served his country during the Rev- 
‘loution, entering the American army at the 
‘age of eighteen, and served to the close of the 
war, a period of four years. He was four times 
married, but had no children by his first and 
‘second marriages. By his third wife, Mary 
|Turley, he had several children, and in 1829 
‘he married Miss Ruth, daughter of Moses 
Sipple of Kent county, and sister of the late 
Caleb H. Sipple, of Dover. By her he had 
four children; Moses Sipple; Hannah Ann, 
deceased ; Hettie S., widow of Joseph Hare- 
grove, of Seaford, and Eliza H., wife of 
Thomas E. Cottingham. John Van Burkalow 
died in 1842, at the age of eighty-four. He 
had been for sixty years a member of the 
Methodist Church. His father came from the 
north of England. about the middle of the sev- 
'enteenth century, and settled in New Castle 
-county. Mr. Van Burkalow attended the good 
common schools of his neighborhood till he 
was seventeen years of age, after which he was 
In 1851 he 
purchased a farm in the suburbs of Camden, 
-which he sold in 1856, and bought “the Cy- 
| press,’ a farm of 130 acres, two miles from 
Magnolia, on the Camden road. Here he 
lived but one year, and in 1858 sold the land 
;and entered into mercantile pursuits in Mag- 
‘nolia, in which he has since been engaged. 
| Besides merchandise proper, he has also dealt 
to a considerable extent in grain, produce, 
, wood, bark, lumber and coal, which he has 





|engaged in farming for ten years. 
| 
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mostly shipped in his 


Magnolia to the large citiescf the North. He, 
buy-}| mother was Charlotte, daughter of James Wil- 


has also dealt extensively in real estate ; 
ing and selling farms in his vicinity. 
store in Magnolia is now conducted under the 
firm name of William M. Prouse & Co., Mr. 
Prouse being his son-in-law, and Mr. VanBurk- 
alow having for some time been gradually with- 
drawing from active business. In_ politics 
he is a conservative Democrat and was a strong 
Union man during the war. Inthe fallof 1880 he 
was elected to the Legislature, and was active 
and prominent in the session of 1881. He was 
made a Master Mason, at Temple Lodge, 
Milford, ine 1867. Mr. Van Burkalow united 
with the Methodist Church in 1844, at the age 
of thirteen, and at sixteen years of age was 
licensed to exhort, having from that time 
maintained this relation to the church. He has 
filled all the lay offices, and is a leading mem- 
ber in the church of his denomination in Mag- 
nolia. He was married in 1851 to Miss Mar- 
garet Maria, daughter of Benjaminand Cather- 
erine (Swiggett) Townsend, of Camden. Their 
children have been six in number: Ruth Sip- 
ple, who died in 1869, at the age of seventeen; 
Keturah Swiggett, wife of William M. Prouse, 
merchant at Magnolia ;.Hattie Sipple, wife of 
John J. Conner, eons near Magnolia ; Mosena, 
wife of Rev E. C. MacNichol, of the Wilming- 
ton ee John, who died at the age of 
three years, and Caleb Sipple, a son of much 
promise, now in his twentieth year. 
Ring ASSEY. GEO. V., Lawyer and Sol- 
e ' 3 dier, was born in Chester county, Pa., 
e+’ in 1841, removed to Delaware in 18409, 

OX 

Ska” living for one year at Newark. He 

Rae afterward resided for several years at 
Elkton, Maryland. He removed to Dover in 
1855, where he has since resided. 
constantly engaged in the practice of the law 
since 1865. Has never had any public office. 






He was in-the army for two years during the | 


war, in the Adjutant Generals and Inspector 
Generals Departments, fespactively: 


o> OUGLASS, COL. HENRY CLAY, 






His father was ries H. Pein 
who was in early lifea farmer, and later, 
a justice of the peace. He was several times 


own vessels to and from} 


His | 





| 





a member of the Legislature of Maryland, and 


died in 1831, aged nearly fifty years. His 


son of Dorchester connty. Her ancestors 
were among the earliest settlers and land 
owners in that county. She died in 1861 in 
the 66th year of her age. Mr. Douglass at- 
tended a district school until the age of four- 
teen, when he became aclerk in the store of 
Hon. Jacob Charles, a well known and greatly 
respected citizen ‘of “’ Federalsburg’” After 
reaching the age of twenty-one he was for 
three years a clerk in Seaford. He was next 
a clerk for Governor William Cannon and was 
in his family for two years. During the time 
Mr. Cannon was State Treasurer he had charge 
of his mercantile business to a great extent. 
In 1856 he was appointed by Governor Causey 
an aid on his staff with the rank of Colonel, 
and the same year was nominated by the 
American party as a candidate for the State 
Legislature. The entire ticket was defeated, 
yet Colonel Douglass led his ticket by three 
hundre:i voies. january 1, 1857. 
pointed ticket and freight agent for Smyrna 
station, now Clayton, on the Delaware rail- 
road. In 1863 he was elected on the Demo- 
cratic ticket to the House of Representatives, 
when he resigned his position as agent. At 
the expiration of the session he returned to 
Clayton and established himself as a grain 
merchant, commencing in (866 and continuing 
to the present time. He has been by far the 
largest buyer of grain on the extended line of 
the Delaware railroad; his business steadily 
increasing in all these years and now aggre- 
gates many thousand bushels per annum. It is 
a business which is beset with peculiar hazards 
on account of the frequent fluctuations in the 


he was an- 
t 


| market,and requires great judgement and watch- 
He has been | 


fulness to be safely conducted. These qualities 
are possessed by Colonel Douglass in an emi- 
nent degree,as shown by his experience of 
nearly twenty years, in which he has not only 
enjoyed financial prosperity, but won the con- 
fidence and friendship of his thousands of pa- 
jtrons in Delaware and Maryland. It was 


handle through the agency of Col. Douglass 


that the telegraph facilities now enjoyed by 


blest were secured to that town, in 1874. 
| He took a large interest in the building of the 


branch railroad from Clayton to Smyrna, 


| which was placed in running order in 1865. 
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HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


He was one of the incorporators of the Fruit! where he now resides, containing one hundred 


| 

Growers National Bank of Smyrna and is at and forty-five acres. 
’ 5 Sal 

He was united in} one 


present one of its directors. 
marriage on the 24th of August, 1 
Kate Hanson, daughter 
Lockwood of Smyrna. 
of this marriage: 
Russell Douglass. 
x ise OORE, JOHN, Farmer, was born Oct. | 
1 22, 1826, on the old homestead farm, 


“Fairview,” in Kent county, where he 


SHS 7 Z 
he, now resides. His father, 
“ Moore, was also a farmer. His first 


wife was’ Sarah, daughter of William Maffett, 
of Kent county, by whom he had four children, 
all now living ; John, the subject of this sketch; 
William*H.: ; Andrew H., and Susan, now Mrs. 
David Bopee of Kent. Mrs. Moore died in 
1849, at the age of forty-nine. Mr. Moore next 
married Mary Farrow, by whom he had also 
three sons and one daughter, their names being 
Francis A., Thomas F., Daniel G. and Rebecca 
C. The father of Mr. Thomas Moore was 
John Moore, also a farmer, inthe same locality. 
He married Susan Green, and raised a family 
of six sons and one daughter. As far back as 
the family can be traced they have been resi- 
dents of Kent county, and were undoubtedly 
among the early colonial settlers. Mr. Moore 
attended the public schools of the neighbor- 
hood in the winter season only, after reaching 
the age of twelve years, from which time he 
worked regularly on the farm, plowing and 
doing much other work quite beyond his 
strength; but he has always been exceedingly 
fond of reading, and in this way has become 
one of the best informed men of his locality. 
On attaining his majority he spent two years 
in traveling through several of the northern 
and surrounding states. Returning home he 
was in 1850 made Collector of Little Creek 
hundred for one year, after which he was, for 
the same length of time, clerk in a store in 
Leipsic. He then commenced mercantile life 
on his own account at Shawn’s Crossroads, 
since known as Moore’s Corners. This busi- 
ness he continued prosperously till 1862, when 
he sold it to his brother. He then bought a 
lot and built a house in Leipsic, where he for 
a time resided. He had, on coming to Shawn's 
Crossroads, bought ten acres of land asa be- 
ginning, and in 1860, purchased “ Fairview,” 






859, to Miss | | Moore’ s Corners. 
of Colonel David | commodious barns, and other buildings. 
Two children survive peach trees 
Henry Lockwood and Kate | been very profitable, as well as his apples and 


'and stock. 


Thomas | 








To this he added in 1868 
hundred. and twenty-two acres, near 
He has put upa good house, 
His 
s, five thousand in number, have 
pears, grapes, and four acres in small fruits.. 
The rest of the farm is devoted to wheat, grain 
Mz. Moore was formerly an old 
/line Whig, afterwards he became a Republican, 
and ‘an earnest supporter of that party. He 
was an ardent patriot and Union man during 
the war, and is at all times active and inter- 
ested for his party. By the force of his intel- 
ligence, and the earnestness of his character, 
he exerts a wide influence in his locality. He 
was married, April 27, 1853, to Miss Mary 
Jane,daughter of Clement and Grace (Wharton) 
Nowell. They have had nine children, of whom 
six survive: Thomas Clayton; Elma Nowell; 
Hester Jane ; Lillie May; Henry Winter Davis 
and Arabelle Moore. 


& ~~ OTHWELL,' GIDEON | .EMORY)(}a 
( ~ 3 2 Farmer of Blackbird hundred, was born 
ices ist of August 1817, in New Castle 
county. His father was Major William 
Rothwell, of the ‘‘Levels,” a large land- 
holder and an influential citizen of the State. 
The Rothwells are of English ancestry. His 
mother was Miss Ann, daughter of Gideon 
Emory, of Thoroughfare Neck. The subject 
of this sketch received his education princi- 
pally at. the schools in Thoroughfaie Neck. 
He went to reside with his grandfather in boy- 
hood, and remained with him until he was 
nineteen years of age. He then returned to 
the “Levels,” and resided with kis father until 
he reached his twenty-sixth year, when he 
engaged in the busiuess of farming on the old 
homestead farm of Major Rothwell, which 
contained 500 acres. In 1850 Mr. Rothwell 
purchased from Governor John Clark the 
farm known as ‘‘New Bristol,” situated near 
the town of Smyrna, where he has resided 
ever since. He is a large fruit grower, to 
which he has given his attention since 1860, 
at which time he planted 4,500 peach trees, 
which number has been greatly increased. In 
1869 he shipped 24,500 baskets of peaches 
from his farm, which were out of the 
Smyrna Creek to Northern markets. Mr. 
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Rothwell has been a large grower of sweet , 
potato plants, 
thousands of plants to his neighbors and 


and has supplied hundreds of 


farmers through the county and State, for 
which he received 25 cents per hundred. He} 


had grown and shipped from his farm in one 
year 500 bushels of gooseberries, he being 
among the earliest engaging in this business 
in New Castle county. Apples and pears have 
not done well for him, but in the cultivation 
of other fruits he has been very 
Mr. Rothwell was reared an old line Whig, 
and acted with that party while it had an ex- 
istence. He has never 
and has had no desire to do so; since the war 
he has acted with the Democratic party. He 
was united in marriage to Miss Catherine, 
daughter of George Collins, on the gth_ of 
January, 1845. There have been nine children 
of this marriage: George E, a farmer of Black- 
bird hundred; Henrietta, now wife of Dr. 
George C. Borst of Pennsylvania; Anna 
Emory, Mary Matilda, Kate, William, Benja- 
min F., Maggie C. and Lydia R., all living. 


successful. 


yo AUDAIN, MAJ. ELIAS, was of Hugue- 
( y not ancestry, being descended from Elias 
Lv Naudain,who was bornin Poitou, France 
Oye, I in 1655, and who fled to London in 1680, | 

fs with his wife, Gahel Armand and three 
children, on account of the religious persecu- 
tions preceding the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. The records of that city show, under 
date of March 8, 
ish subject by naturalization. A sonand a 
daughter were born in London, and these were | 
baptized, in 1686, in the French Church in 





Threadneedle street, that being the first of | 


the Huguenot congregation in England. This 
last son Elias, who was born in 1684, emigrated | 
very early in the eighteenth century to the 
American Plantations. He purchased a large | 
tract of land on Blackbird Creek, in New Cas- 
tle county, and built there, about 1715, a spa- 


cious brick mansion, which is in good preser- | 


vation to this day. This property is now 


owned by the heirs of a great-granddaughter | 


of the builder, a sister of the subject of this 
sketch. This emigrant appears to have been 


aman of prominence and high character in| 
the community. His name occurs as one of | 


the subscribers to aid in building Drawyer’s 
Presbyterian Church, near Odessa, in 1711. 


held political office, | 


1682, that he became a Brit- | 
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He held the position of Elder in that congre- 
Laatianl and was selected as a lay member of 
the frst Synod of the Presbyterian Church, 
| Which was convened at Philadelphia. Little 
is known of the circumstances or the precise 
|date of his marriage, except that his wifc’s 
fname was Lydia. They were the parents of 
iseven children; of these, Elias was born in 
1712, and Arnold in 1723. The latter married, 
in 1751, Catharine Alfree, who was then aged 
seventeen; and both of these died on the 6th 
jot August, 1796. Their children were named 
| Elias, Arnold, John, Andrew, Mary, Lydia, 
Rachel and Rebecca. Andrew, the fourth 
son, was born October 27, 1758. He settled 
in Kent county, at what has since been known 
as Naudain’s Landing. On March 30, 1786, 
he married Rebecca Snow, whose family is said 
to have settled in Maryland in 1635. She in- 
herited an estate of some three hundred acres 
on which the two spent their lives and were 
buried. Andrew engaged in farming, and in 
{merchandising also, and by his industry accu- 
mulated an ample estate. He was careful to 
give each of his children an education suited 
|to their rank in life, and to the pursuit of a 
career adapted to their respective talents. His 
position in the community was one of influence 
‘for good. Like his father and grandfather, he 
'was an Elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
Elias Naudain, the subject of this sketch, was 
one of the eleven children, and the ‘second 
son of Andrew and Rebecca Snow Naudain. 
He was born on January 16, 1795, and died on 
March 12, i849. He resided always upon the 
domain left to him by his father, cherishing to 
“his last hour the associations of his boyhood, 
and a fondness for agriculture, as is attested 
by the fact that he left behind him the best 
improved lands in Kent. He was a man of 
‘singular excellence and purity of character. 
He never sought a public office, yet the gen- 





| 








| eral esteem in which he was held led to his 


| selection at various times to fill posts of trust. 
He was elected a member of the lower House 
of Assembly, for the session that opened. at 
Dover, January 3, 1826; and at that same ses- 
‘sion -his brother Arnold, who was a deputy 
‘from New Castle county, was chosen speaker. 
March 13, 1827, he was commissioned First 
| Major of the Fourth Regiment of Militia, by 
Governor Paynter ; that office 
j until the repeal of the Militia law. At the 





and he held 
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election held in 183 
ing delegates to the Convention to revise the 
Constitution of 1792, he was selected from 
Kent county as a member of that body, and 
discharged the duties devolving upon him with 
ability and with an intelligent comprehension 
of the delicate questions involved. The evi- 
dence of the value of the work of this Con- 
vention is found in the fact that, although it 


was performed nearly fifty years age, it has | Sar 


never been necessary to amend it except in| 
He was after- | 


the matter of holding elections. 
wards twice elected to a seat in the Genera! 


Assembly of the State, the last time to the | 


Senate, where he was in constant attendance. 
He was here distinguished by his devotion to 
his duties, and by a wise and constant regard 
for the public welfare. 
purpose and frankness of expression were 
necessary allies, and this trait was so con- 
spicuous that it was a common 
“whatever Elias Naudain says you may rely 
During the period between 1820 and 
1830 he filled the office of Justice of the Peace 
in Leipsic, in Little Creek hundred, and | 
administered its affairs with the probity, and 
success which his high character justified his 
friends in=expecting.. -He- married: in. -his 


” 
WINNT 
“epee: 


twenty-fourth year, Lydia, one of the daugh- | 


ters of Dr. James Jones, of Kent county, but 
originally from the ‘‘Welsh Tract” 
Castle county, he being of Welsh descent. 


Dr. Jones had been a surgeon in the Revolu- | 


tionary army, and served under Washington 
at Valley Forge; later in life he became a 
Baptist preacher. 
the above marriage: Rebecca, Andrew, James, 
and Arnold; but all diedin infancy except the 
first named : she is now the wife of Robert H. 
Moor, Esq., of Philadelphia. Mrs. Lydia Nau- 
dain died in 1826; and in 1828 Elias wedded | 
Margaret Pettigrew Millichop, of Milford. | 
They had seven children: James M., Arnold, 
Matilda, Catharine, Elias, Margaret, 


HISTCRY OF 


2, for the purpose of choos- by two grandsons and a great-grandson. 
; widow of Major Elias Naudain, is still living 
| (1880). 


saying | 


< { 
in New 


Four children were born of 


DELAWARE. 


The 


He was a man of most courteous and 
;agreeble manners, the natural outgrowth of a 
ltrue and manly heart. A christian and an 
‘elder, his name should long be cherished as 
-one of the worthiest of the sons of the ancient 
Delaware State. 


2 ASE, CHARLES CURTIS, farmer of 

i cg South Murderkill hundred, was born 
CNY ‘May 10, 1836, in Kent county. His 
63 . father, William Case, a farmer of that 
hundred, was a man of integrity anda 

BE ci of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
i He died March 21, 1877,in his 71st year. His 
| mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Curtis 





With him, honesty of | iCordry of Kent county; he died in 1856. His 


| erandfather was Charles Case,a farmer of the 
|lower part of Kent county. The Case family 
is of Irish origin and were among the early 
settlers of the State. Mr. Case’s early life 
las spent on the farm, and his education was 
/obtained at the public schoolat Pratt’s Branch. 
| At the age of eighteen he was apprerticed to 
learn the trade of a house carpenter, after 
'which he followed this business for five years, 
/when he began the pursuit of agriculture,rent- 
ing farms till 1875, when he removed to the 
old Harrington farm, which he had purchased 
in 1874. This estate contains 128 acres,prin- 
'cipally devoted to grain. He has had as many 
as 1400 Peach trees in bearing at one time on 
‘this farm, but as they have not been profitable, 
‘he has nearly abandoned the culture of fruit. 
In 1874 Mr. Case began to improve his land 
‘which was very poor, but is now ina good 
state of cultivation. He isa man of intelli- 
|gence and one of the most enterprising and 
successful farmers of the State. He is a Dem- 
roeey in politics, and has inherited his prefer- 
‘ences, his father and grandfather having been 
members of that party. He joined the M. E. 


and ichurch when he was seventeen years of age, 


Sarah Green, all of whom, except the third |is a teacher of the Bible Class, and has been 
who died in childhood, are living. Catherine superintendent of the Sunday School for five 


married Dr. Alexander Hardcastle, of ‘‘Castle | years. 
and Margaret! and has the confidence of the community in 
wedded M. Laird Simons, Esq., an editor of which he resides. 


Hall,” Caroline county, Md, 


Philadelphia. Elias the sixth son of the sub- 


ject of this sketch is the fifth of that name in; Anderson, of Felton. 


immediate succession from the French refugee 


and it is continued to the seventh generation | Sarab H., and Bertha 


He is an active member of his church, 


He was married, Jan, Ig, 
| 1858, to Miss Emily, daughter of James C. 
Their children are 
| William C., Virginia E., nee R., Joseph C., 
E. Case. 
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BIOGKAPHICAL DEPARTMENT, 


fei ICHARDSON, ALLEN BRADFORD, 
;) Packer of canned meats, fruits and 
: > vegetables, Dover, was born in South 


are 
AWS23 Reading, (now Wakefield,) Massa- 
“Oe chusetts, September 27, 1825. He was 
asonof Dr. Nathan Richardson,a distinguished 
physician of New England, fifty years ago, 
and who died in 1837, in the 56th year of his 
age. 
Solomon Alden, whose ancestor, John Alden, 
came over in the Mayflower. She was the 
second wife of Dr. Richardson, and bore him 
seven children, the eldest three of whom are 
now living. She died in 1832. Dr. S. O. 
Richardson (of 
fame) was a half brother, and he died in 1873. 
aged 65. A younger brother was Nathan 
Richardson, the author of the popular work, 
“Richardson's New Method for the Piano- 
Forte.” He died in Paris, in 1859, at the age 
of 32, and is buried at Warren, Mass. His 
widow is still living. Mr. A. B. Richardson 


public schools of his native tawn 





aticndcd tne 
until his eleventh year, and Phillips’ Academy, 
in Andover, six months, when his father dying 
his school days ended. After residing two 
years with George Flint, Esq., of North Read- 
ing, a gentleman farmer, he went to New Bed- 
ford and bound himself an apprentice for 
seven years to a manufacturer of tin-ware 
goods. While serving in this capacity he 
developed a taste for machinery and inven- 
tion, and during his spare hours manufactured 
a miniature locomotive, tender, and train of 
cars, all in complete working order, which 
attracted considerable notice at that time. 
At the termination of his apprenticeship he 
remained one year longer, as foreman, and 
then went into the same business for himself, 
which he carried on very successfully about 
three years’ At the age of twenty-three he 
married Miss Lucy M., daughter of Silas 
Stetson, Esq., of New Bedford, a lineal de- 
scendant of Elizabeth Penn, sister of William 
Penn, (see Genealogical Record at the close 
of this sketch.) One son was born to them, 
Harry Alden Richardson, now a partner with 
his father in the business of fruit packing, 
etc. In 1849 Mr. Richardson left New Bed- 
ford and went to Wilmington, Delaware, and 
continued the tin-ware, stove and furnace 
business, taking into partnership his brother- 


the ‘“‘Sherry-Wine Bitters” | 
business,an account of which is published in this 


‘the firm being A. B. Richardson & Co. 


j;consent; Mr. 
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They 
were the first to send out tin-ware peddlers in 
this State. After two vears the firm moved to 
Camden, where they continued in the same 
business about two years and a half longer, 
the firm was dissolved, by mutual 
Stetson remaining in Cam- 


when 


‘den, and Mr. Richardson going to Dover, 


His mother was a daughter of Mr.| 





{ 





where he became associated in business 
with Mr. James W. Robbins, formerly 
of North Granville, Washington county, 


|New York, under the firm name of Richardson 


and Robbins, which continued twenty-one 
years, until the death of Mr. Robbins, in 1876. 
This firm early commenced the Fruit Packing 


volume. During their long business connections, 
Mr. Robbins residedin the family of his partner, 
and he showed his appreciation of their mu- 
tual friendship, by leaving Mrs. Richardson a 
share of his property equal to that given to 
each of his brothers and sisters. According 
to his request, the firm name of Richardson 
and Robbins will never be changed, as he had 
devoted the best years of his life with Mr. 
Richardson in making the name of their frm 
an honorable one, and one of which they are 
justly proud. Atthedeathof Mr. Robbins, Harry 
A. Richardson became a partner with his father, 
he having earned the right tothe position by 
several years’ faithful service and efficiency, 
with a display of good business talents, that 
served to guarantee the continued success of 
the firm. The ingenuity early displayed by 
Mr. Richardson has been of great service to 
the firm, during the years they were building 
up their well-earned reputation. Many of the 
numerous labor-saving machines and con- 
trivances now in use by Messrs. Richardson 
and Robbins, and also by other establishments 
in the same line of business, were invented and 
patented by Mr. Richardson. In the summer 
of 1881, the building so.long occupied by the 
firm, with its several additions that were nec- 
essary to meet the increasing requiremeuts of 
their business, was demolished to give place 


to the large and elegant hotel, known as~* 


‘*Hotel Richardson,” which is strictly first 
class, with all the conveniences possessed by 
the best houses in the Union. The very great 
increase of the business of Richardson and 
Robbins compelled the erection of a factory 


in-law, Mr. George M. Stetson, the style of | sufficiently large to accommodate their trade, 
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and it is now in successful operation a short 
distance from thier former stand. Mr. Rich- 
ardson is president of the Dover Gas Light 
company, and has been a director of the 
First National Bank of Dover since its organi- 
zation. He has always shown a lively interest 
in the welfare and prosperity of the town. His 
son, Harry A. Richardson, married, May 6, 
1874, Priscilla H., daughter of William Walker, 
of Dover. They have three children: Alden 
B., William W., and Lucy S. Richardson. The 
pare, record of Mrs. A. B. Richardson is as 
follows : William Hammond, born in London, 
married Elizabeth Penn, sister of Sir William 
Penn, an Admiral in the British Navy, and 
father of William Penn, the Quaker and foun- 
der of the Pennsylvania colony. William 
Hammond died Jeaving his wife with one son 
and three daughters. Elizabeth Hammond 
with her children and many other persons who 
had Mr. John Lathrop for their minister, left 


England in troublesome times and came over 


to poston Elizabeth Hammond was 


esteemed for her piety. She died in Boston in 
1640; Benjamin, her son, removed to Sand- 
wich, and married Mary Vincent; had five 
children ; John, his son, married Mary Arnold, 
who ad ten children. Their son, Rowland, 
married Anna Winslow, had two sons ; George 
Hammond, their son, married Lucy Sturte- 
vant, had six children; Hannah, their daugh- 
ter married Ellis Mendall, had nine children ; 
Mary, Lucy, Seth, George, John, Hannah, 
Anna, Ellis and Lydia. 
married Silas Stetson, had nine children; 
George, Henry, Lucy, (deceased,) Silas, Mary, 
Lucy M., Thomas, Bessie and Hannah. Their 
daughter, Lucy M., married Alden B. Rich- 
ardson, the subject of this sketch. 


in tA 
jhe EODA. 


Pes OORE, JOHN ADAMS, Retired Phy- 
FL sician of Felton, was born in Fred- 
erica, Kent county, November 6, 1823. 


od 
chia His father, Thomas Jefferson Moore, 





was a merchant and farmer, and filled | 


positions of public trust and honor in his state, 
‘and was at the time of his death in 1859, a 
member of the State Senate. 


maiden name was Johnson. Her father was 


Mary, their daughter,., 


His mother’s | 
the first opposed to secession, and had the 








| 


| 











John Johnson, a man universally esteemed for | 


his benevolent and christian character. The 
father of Thomas Jefferson Moore was Vincent 


Moore, also a farmer and merchant, and a 


| practice of his profession for nine years. 
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man of remarkable business enterprise and 
sagacity, who died in 1828, leaving a large 
landed estate. Dr. Moore was educated in the 
public schools under good teachers. 
tearned industrious habits, and 


He early 
did his share, 


as a boy, of work in the store and on the 
farm. After arriving at manhood, he was 
mainly engaged in teaching and in the 


charge of his father’s store, until, January 1848, 
when he was appointed by Governor Tharp 
Clerk of the Orphan’s Court and Register in 
Chancery, for Kent county, for the term of 
five years. He performed the duties of this 
office to the satisfaction of the court, the bar, 
and the community. In addition to his own 
official duties, he assisted materially in the 
work of some of the other public offices, par- 
ticulary in the office of the Secretary of State. 
When the late Chancellor Bates, then Secre- 
tary of State,yremoved from Dover to Wilming- 
ton, he left that office in his charge, during 
which time he completed a neat and elaborate 
index to the executive records, there having 
been none up tothat time. During his term 
of office, he studied medicine with the late 
Dr. Gove Saulsbury. In October, 1832, he 
resigned his office to attend his second course 
of medical lectures (having already attended 
the course of 1851-2) at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Immediately on his gradua- 
tion in the spring of 1853, he located in 
Smyrna, where he continued in the successful 
In 
1862, on account of failing health and his ap- 
pointment administrator of his father’s 
estate, he removed to Felton. Since that time 
he has devoted himself principally to agricul- 
tural pursuits, in which he has been enterpris- 
ing and successful. In politics he has been-a 
Democrat, and was at one time very active, 
wielding considerable influence in his party. 


as 


iIn 1860 he was elected on the Demorratic 


ticket a member of the House of Representa- 


'tives, and served in those stirring times through 


the regular and extra sessions of the legisla- 


ture. His course in that body was conserva- 


| tive,and opposed to ell measures of an extreme 


political, or sectional character. He was from 
honor of offering the resolution which was 
adopted, condemning that movement in the 
Southern States. He also wrote and delivered 
the valedictory address of the House of Rep- 
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resentatives His whole course was charac-| 
terized by the conscientious and faithful per- 
formance-of his duties. In 1856 he married 
Martha A., daughter of Bassett Ferguson, of, 
New Castle county. Of this marriage there. 
were three children, of whom Jefferson, the 
youngest, a youth of remarkable promise, died | 
in 1879, in the sixteenth year of his age. 
Although far from being a robust man, Dr 

Moore has led a most industrious and useful | 
life. He has been zealous in his efforts to pro- 
mote the educational interests of his commu- | 
nity, and was one of the most liberal fonnders | 
and supporters of Fe'ton Seminary. He is an. 
active and official member of the Methodist | 
Episcopal church. In all his business and pro | 
fessional re'ations he has been closely and, 
earnestly devoted to duty. He eccupies a. 
high place in the estcem and confidence of the 
community in which he was reared, and in. 
which he has spent so large a proportion ofan. 
honorable life. 


© RON, POWELL; Farmer near Hazlett-_ 
A ville, was born in West Dover hundred, , 
Me ecembcs 19, 1824. His father, William 

oo4 5 Aron, also a farmer, was born and/ 
> passed his life in the same locality. He | 

died in 1858, at the age of sixty-nine. His | 
first wife, the mother of the subject of our, 
sketch, was Mrs. Ann, widow of George Sew- 
ard. She died in 1840, leaving ten children, : 
eight of whom grew to maturity. He next 
married Hester, daughter of John Slay, by. ¢ 
whom he had four children. He was a man of 
very excellent and decided character ; his word 
was his bond. He became a christian in early 
life, and was for many years a class-leader in 
the M. E. Church. Mr Powell Aron attended 
the common A ioe during his boyhood. He 
became a well read man, largely self edu- 
cated, and was one of the most intelligent 
citizens of his locality. He remained with his 
father, assisting upon the farm, until he was 
twenty-three years of age, when he mar- 
ried and settled on a farm belonging to his 
father-in-law. In 1859, his father having died, 
he bought from the other heirs, one hundred 
and twenty acres of the tamily homestead, the 
Lockwood farm, as it was called, and some 
years later had under his control the whole 
estate, consisting of two hundred 
acres. He had at one time three thousand 


and six 


/ that 


Charles Henry ; James Powel! 
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peach trees, which were profitable, also apples, 
pears, and small fruits. Most of his farm was 
devoted. to wheat and corn. He was a suc- 
cessful farmer, and highly respected in the 
community. Mr. Aron was trained in the 
ranks of the old Whig party. During the war 
he was a staunch supporter of the Union cause. 
He enlisted in the Sixth Delaware Regiment, 
United States Volunteers, and was Second 
Lieutenant of Company G. He served with 
regiment, guarding the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, & Baltimore Railroad, and the 
Confederate prisoners at Fort Delaware, until 
mustered out of service. He was, in his lo- 
cality, a leader in the Republican party, and 


i was a candidate for the Legislature, and also 


for the Levy Court of Kent county, but his 
party was in the minority. He was for several 
years a trustee, and President of the Sunday 
Schoo! Board in the Methodist Church, with 
which he united in 1856. He was married, in 


| 1848, to Miss Martha, daughter of John and 


Hester (Kersey) Green, by whom he had ten 
children; Hannah, wife of William Hallowell, 
of Bridgeville ; John; William ; Mary; Hester: 
; Emma ; Addie; 
Thomas; and Martha. Mr. Aron died, after a 
short illness, February 16, 1882. He met.death 
with composure, and trustful and happy assur- 
ance. His sudden removal is a great loss to 
his family, and the community. 


Cae 5YGERT, JOHN E., Phosphate Manu- 






45 facturer of Smyrna, was born May 22, 
tad 1844, in Albany county, New York, the 
home of his family for several genera- 
tions. His parents were Frederick J. 
and Elten (Jewett) Tygert. Frederick J. Tygert 
was a farmer and leading citizen of Guilderland 
township, and held various offices of trust by 
the favor of his fellow citizens. He was a 
prominent member and office bearer in the M. 
E. church and many years 5. S. SuperintenJent. 
He removed to Kent county, Delaware, where 
he joined his son John E. who~had preceded 
him, and died soon after, February 28, 1873, in 
is 56th year. His widow is still living. John 
E. Tygert received -a good common school 
education, and from 16 to (8 years of age took 
the principal charge of the farm. In 1862 he 
enlisted in Company H, 177th New York 
volunteers, and served with General Banks on 
the Mississippi from the Gulf to Port Hudson, 
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returning home at the expiration of his term 
of service with greatly impaired health. When 
sufficiently recovered he traveled west through 
Illinois and Iowa. He returned home in 1865, | 
still suffering greatly from an affection of his 


eyes which from that time have given him much 
trouble. Inthe winter of that year he came 





to Delaware and purchasing a tract of wood-! 
land near Harrington, engaged in clearing it 
of timber and wood. He came into possession 
of a farm near that tewn and here his father 
joined him and soon after died. About this 
time he engaged in the manufacture of Phos- | ‘ 
phate and associated with him his brother. J.E. 
Tygert & Co., are now widely known as the 
manufacturers of the Star Bone Phosphate, an 
article which has obtained for them a wide 
reputation Of this industry, which was com- | 
menced at Harrington and afterward removed | 
to Smyrna, a sketch and an engraving will be 
found in this volume. John E. Tygert is a, 
man of fine business talents, and has made a 


success of the industry ta which he has devoted | 


himself. He has been twice married ; first, in| 
1869, to Miss Mary Dunham, of Schuylerville, | 
New York. She died in 1874, leaving one child, 
Edgar Tygert. On the 6th of March, 1878, he 
married Miss wrat Doughten of Smyrna. 


en) TOCKLEY, “JOHN CLARK, Grain 
-® Merchant of Smyrna, was born July 9, | 
(® 1835. The geneaology of the family,and 
¢ << a very interesting sketch of his father, 
Cy Y Ayres Stockley, is given, previously, in 
this volume. John C. Stockley was educated 
at one of the first select schools in Wilming- 
ton, and at Delaware College. He became, in | 
1855, a civil engineer on the Delaware rail- 
road, and was thus engaged for about a year, | 
after which he was a clerk in the Bank of| 
Smyrna for four years. Following this he was 
again for a tew months a civil engineer on the | 
Junction and Breakwater Railroad. From 1860 | 
to 1864 he was cashier of the office of Discount | 
and Deposit of the Bank of Smyrna, at Mil- | 
ford, Delaware. He then removed to Smyrna, | 
and forming a partnership with his brother, | 
Ayres Holmies Stockley, engaged in the grain 
commission business, which he still continues. | 
His brother died, April 20, 1874. Mr. Stockley | 
was elected a director of the bank of Smyrna 
in 1864, and held the position for ten years. 
He succeeded his father as Secretary of th 


oy 
iG 


By > 





,; State. 


|New Jersey, January 3, 1852. 


| decided Union man during the war. 


DELAWARE. 


| Chesapeake and Delaware Bay Railroad, con- 


tinuing in this office till 1876.. For over 
twelve years he was President of the Smyrna 
Library Association,one ofthe largest and most 
valuable libraries in the state. These impor- 
tant trusts well indicate the estimationin which 
he is held by his fellow townsmen. He was mar- 
ried in 1875,to Miss Lucy Eleanora, only child 
of Dr. William Daniels of Smyrna. They have 
one child, Margaret Caroline Stockley. 
AG CX YNSON, GARRETT L., Farmer of 
“fi Milford hundred, was born July 206, 
(A yi 1829. His father was Rev. Matthew 
a distinguished Baptist 


so M. Hynson, 
> clergyman, of Milford, who died in 


| 1834. His mother, Ann (Beswick) Hynson, 


was a devout christian, 
Three children of this marriage grew to 
maturity. Garrett L.,George B., of Philadel- 
phia, and Anna, now Mrs. George Plowman, 
of Philadelphia. The Hynson family are 
natives of Marvland, and are among the most 
influential citizens of Kent county,in that 
The subject of this sketch was reared 
upon the farm and attended the schools of his 
vicinity principally in winter, until he gained 
his majority. At the age of twenty-one he fol- 
lowed the sea for two years, trading from 
Philadelphia to New England ports. He be- 
came mate of the schooner ‘‘James P. Fisher” 
in 1851, which was wrecked on the coast of 
The Captain 
and steward were lost and Mr. Hynson was 
saved by swimming ashore, after being in the 
rigging for over eight hours. From the 
effects of that exposure Mr. Hynson_ has 


and died in 1856. 


‘never fully recovered. In 1856 he began farm- 


ing in Milford hundred, which he continued for 
two years, when he removed to Illinois, remain- 


_ing for two years. Upon his return home he be- 


came Master of the Schooner ‘‘James S. Buck- 
master,” and was employed in the coasting 
trade until 1861, when he resumed the occu- 
pation of a farmer, and afterward took charge 
of a steam saw mill in Maryland. He ran 
this millin connection with a farm upon which 
it was built. In 1867 he removed to the home 
of his boyhood, where he has since continued 
to reside. This farm contains 165 acres, 
and is devoted to grain and stock raising. Mr. 
Hynson is a Republican in politics, and was a 
He re- 
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ceived the nomination of his party for the 
Legislature (1874) but was not elected, his 
party being in the minority. He is a member 
of Excelsior Grange, No. 8, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry, and was elected its first Master. He 
became a member of the Laws’ Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1874, and has served as 
superintendent of the Sunday School for three 


years Asan agriculturist he has been success- 


ful, and is a man of intelligence and character. | 


He was married January 3, 1854, to Mrs. Ellen} 
P., widow of John T. Anderson, of Milford | 
hundred, and daughter of Shadrach 
Their children are Henry L., of the ‘‘Peninsula 
News and Advertizer,” of Milford; Anna, 
Charles P., George B., Margaret A., and Gar- 
rett P. Hynson. 


of Wilmin ston! was por! at Sharps- 
RY town, Salem county, N. J., November, 
ae 22,1825. His parents, James and Re- 

~&5= becca McInall, removed to Wilming- | 
ton during his childhood. He enjoyed limited | 
educational advantages, as he left the school 
at the age of twelve years to enter the drug 
store of Edward Bringhurst. 
he devoted himself assiduously to the acquire- 
ment of a thorough and practical knowledge 
of the business, which was to be his life-work, 
He continued with Mr. Bringhurst until Sep- 





tember, 1845 when he purchased, at Sheriff's | 


sale, the drug store of Dr. Edward Worrell, 
then consulat Havana, and engaged in business 
on his own account. This store was located at 


No. 30(now 124) Market street,andinit he con-| 


tinued a successful business career until he 
was succeeded by his son Edward McInall, Jr. , 
in 1870. He uniformly declined official posi- 
tions, but was induced to serve for some time 
as a member of the City Council. He was 


married, September 26, 1847, to Cecelia, daugh- | 


ter of the late James Fox, upholsterer of Wil- 
mington, but of their several children, the son 
who succeeded him in business alone survives. 
After his retirement from business he resided 


in Philadelphia about four years, but after the | 
death of his beloved partner in life, December | 


12, 1875, he returned to Wilmington and 
spent the remainder of his life with his son. 
In early manhood he united with the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, but later in life he em- 


braced the doctrines of the Roman Catholic the age of sixty-nine years. 
1 


‘ber, and he died in 
'He was gentle in disposition and plain and 


| 
|his convictions, upright in life, 
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a devoted mem- 
May 1877 


Church, of which his wife was a 

that faith, teed 
unassuming in manners, but he was strong in 
and was pos- 
sessed of a sterling integrity of character that 


> 


won the esteem of the community in which he 


lived. 


.2 EDWARD Sc from soni “of 
the above, was born in Wilmington, 


Cia CINALL 





Postles. | 


In this position | 


‘\ cay 
wet 


PY December 25, 1848. He was educated 
oy at St. Mary's College, which then 
| X5e occupied the site of his present resi 

'dence. He entered the store of his father in 
| 1864, and in 1866 matriculated at the Philadel- 
| phia College of Pharmacy, where he graduated 
at the head of his class in 1868 After gradu- 
ation he engaged in the study of medicine 
under the preceptorship of the late Dr. Henry 
Askew, of Wilmington, and was a student at 
enersen Medical College, of Philadelphia. In 
/1870, before the completion of his medical 
| studies, he was caiied to succeed to ihe busi- 
ness of his father, and devoted himself ener- 
getically to its management. In 1871 he re- 
moved to the southeast corner of Second and 
Market streets, to secure better accommoda- 
| tions for his increasing trade, and there pur- 
sued a career of uninterrupted prosperity until 
he retired from the business, March 25, 1879, 
and was succeeded by N. B. Danforth. He 
was married, June 13, 1872, to Miss Laura 
Ridgeway, of Danville, Pennsylvania. Since 
his retirement from active business he has been 
occupied with the financial management of 
his estate, and with medical researches that 
were interrupted when he engaged in business. 

'In the fall of 1879 he became an office student 

|of Professor William H. Pancoast, the eminent 
| surgeon and Professor of Anatomy in-the 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. 


(EE) JOHN, of entouk was born, March 
14, 1806, near Magnolia, Kent county. 


or’ 


7 





% 








| - His father, Rev John Lee, a loca 
Moreaaher of the M. E. church, was 

S ordained by Bishop George. He was 
_instrumental in building the Lee M. E. 
'Church, at Kenton, which derives its name 
from him. He was a _ highly respected 


citizen and christian gentleman; he died at 
His mother was 
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Sarah, daughter of Jacob Smith, of Kent county. | 
John Lee, the subject of this sketch, 
up upon the farm.and his educational advan: 
tages were those afforded by the schools of 
his vicinity. The most of his life was devoted 
to merchandizing at Millington, Kent county, 
Maryland. Mr. Lee came to reside at Ken-: 
ton in-1872, where he lived in retirement from 
business cures and anxieties until his death, | 
which occurred, November 18, 1881, and his 
interment occurred on the 21st In politics | 
he acted with the old Whig party as long as 
it had an existence. He afterward became a 
Democrat. He was elected a member of the. 
Constitutional Convention of Maryland 
1850, and served in the same _ capacity 
in the Convention of 1863. He _ held) 
several political offices, which he filled with 
credit to himself and to his constituents. 
He was a member of the M. E. Church, which 
he joined in 1828, and was for many years a 
trustee and steward of his church. He was| 
united in marriage in 1832, to Miss Sarah | 
Orrell: one chiid was born of this marriage, | 
a daughter named Rebecca. 
married, December 5, 1847, to Miss Margaret, 
daughter of Mason and Sarah Bailey; one 
child, also, a daughter, was born of this union; 
_ Lana now the wife of Dr. James Temple, of 
Kenton, Delaware. If character makes 
destiny, a happy one has been entered upon by 
John Lee. 


grew 


in | 


He was again | 





ATKINS, GASSAWAY, a Merchant 
i and Farmer of McDonough, New Castle . 


ae, only was born in Kent county Md., | 
Se) July, 1802. His father was Gasway 
ab Watkins, of Maryland. His mother | 
was Mrs. Paul A. Smith, formerly Miss Milcah 
Hart, of New Castle county, Delaware. This | 
family of Watkins is of Welsh ancestry, and 
settled early in Maryland. Three sons, Gassa-. 
way, Robert and John, were the only children 
of Gassaway Watkins, Sr. Mr. Watkins, the | 
subject of this sketch, was reared on a farm, | 
one mile above McDonough. He engaged in| 
farming soon after reaching his sa rey and | 
resided on farms in Delaware and Ma aryland | 
until 1838, when he removed to McDonough | 
and there added merchandizing to his agricul- 
tural employments, and continued in that place 


and business for nearly forty years. Mr..Wat- 
kins was, in many respects, a remarkable man, | 





| 1877. 


| modore McDonough, of the U.S. Navy. 


, Near 


DELAWAR gj 


wielding a large influence in social and politi- 
cal life. He was in sympathy with the Demo- 
cratic party, and few men in his county pos- 
sessed his power in controlling and fixing the 
political opinions of others. His deportment 
was quiet, cheerful and courteous. In the 
enunciation of his principles, and in their vin- 
dication, he was never at a loss either in argu- 
ment or repartee. Although laboring under 
the disadvantage of a limited education, yet 
his extensive reading, large intercourse with 
the world, and the possession of great natural 
intelligence, made Mr. Watkins aman of mark 
in his community. In 1848, Mr. Watkins was 
appointed collector of the Port at Port Penn, 


| by President Polk. He was a member of the 


Levy Court of-New Castle, and was elected 
County Treasurer in 1874, serving throughout 
his term with great satisfaction to all parties. 
Mr. Watkins had-.been reared in the doctrines 
ofthe M.E Church, but several years before his 
death connected himself with the Presbyterian 
church in whose communion he died, April 16, 
lic was united iit mariage, in 1807 
to Miss Hester McDonough, a cousin of Com- 
Of 
this marriage were born the following children ; 
Amanda, Columbus, (of whom also see record) 


and Caroline Watkins. 

fre ANNON, WILSON LEE, Retired Ship- 
| builder, Dover, son of Richard and 
Hester (Fawcett) Cannon, was born in 





ae Mispillion Neck, Kent county, Jan. 28, 
© 1817: His father was a farmer,and a lo- 


cal preacherinthe M. E.church. He was born 
the village of Bridgeville, in Sussex 
county, to which place his father emigrated 
from Scotland. Here,also,he married his first 
wife, Elizabeth Smith, January 30, 1799. In 


' 1811 he removed to Mispillion, where his wife 


died, and on the 5th of March, 1812, he was 


/again married to Hester Fawcett, widow of 


George Beswick. He died, October 2, 1820, 
when his son, Wilson Lee, was only three 
-years old. The latter lived with his mother 
till she also died, September 12, 1830. His 
school advantages were of the poorest kind ; 
all his education has been attained entirely ie 
his own efforts. At the age of sixteen he went 
to learn the ship-carpentering trade of his 
brother-in-law, Manlove R. Carlisle, at South 
Milford, and served an apprenticeship of four 









7 
“HNOg bos Inione of sonoufini syral u eit! gw t ell 9.2m: 
+f 1 dtiw ydtony tt my fi Caw © Eye Mil ley | wang fiz 
“899 Yinucs etd di mows) bog dae | 9i3K79 cnaevbs 


I wok JUhownes al ywo ek boaese lo # OO 
THD a e19lin Yo-ome ‘inigo Lac ils qQ 










odon od) 
bolgre cde oul'e olf 
*uia2 bite Inneel> Jemp saw) am. an sobtgnilliMt “th griisil 
wf ini) ni bark 2olyliniie rid Io poldelanun na tid abies) o1 wngD ant Mk 
“HOS Ki 149! Oo} # 384 TveR iw of were men ly ANSEF al bsvil ‘od gyodw a 

7 inh tae ob zit fitow esitaixus bas eon 




































































mone Vn: ae. 


72Y Aciissvbs batimil « le oybengvbsuily sda ott bom eae By radmavoV ,bor TWwID 
Asi vewootstat agra penibsen soi ade) ete! Pres al dure oul) no bs Te 
Indien teo1y Yo noieesesc } 2 bee blow odd . ap < geol eg ytiaqg ail W blo ols 
Avon 10 meme eniliaWt old shorn oneyillotnl no oméosd brewredls oH outs 

ow encoeW oM Op8y a] inheneios did #t ohio wei (A F 


ho : bojasle 2gw 3 














INOS TOT T& 10 odd to wtaglos heimiogas | mb braless le nolinsyng. ; 
lo wdmesem 6 ese oH dlel tashiens4 id ud MYR omer od gi | 
io twod yval (bist aH 6881 0) no navn 
; 1o1n 4 enor y yintwow hiiw belli of dotdw ,.299iflo Isa 
! es o3 wise Jsarg ddiiv mast eid! siagutitenan aid of bos Hoemnid 
Ob ot ni beissd weed bed enblen VW WA | dhotedw awid JM 2d Yo sad mat fr 
fh soled 2is9y larsvee, Jud dowd) UM sds te | & Whey Yaem io) esw bag BoB) ai 
srisiydestl si7 daiw Uoemid botasnnes dissh |maw wht cd. ag Yo brawate) Df 
01 lhq A. ,bsib of soiaummos seonw. ni doxuds Meme at of 78: ni sgeittéem fl 
(G23. oi jopsiwam sa betlan auw oi) ‘\WNW0) | oar oy eur io. nied enw blido 94 
mo) to nievoo « .dguoned aM 9129H asi 03) abe 4s ety aH Sty aah 
10 xyveV! .2 UU aff? Yo utguonatt M mobom | tape eet ot, 
nsthlids yaiwollot sd? niod s19w susinies Bids | SO 3 ois derce 
110991 59 ls mor wed cry basmA |; rote eked te nied eaw itdaeet 
nhliaW saiiéw? bos ho tory i eae 1 Jo sliw- 
: sidhicteeatieetae tes lesen ‘siosieds per: 
id& bonijod AAI VOZIIW .MOVA OS, ivd qogu boxsina nod end PaO Xa} 
Be | Tree 4 lyst hens « VA WhECAD aniare 
sole br : enw 7 alsan2) a We. Tyuonod of lowsenie4 bag 
frre : M4 ols nb rorlonoig Les | ,.bI (innes InDA oe mod eby Nowe 
2 oni ,silivembivl Ad 40s" Yswens) eAw aolsel ail GOBI 8 i 
gies todial eit sosla rsisdw 04 Vinges ) wdleri ee H. bast os lo enids BY 
A boiziem atl.oele.svel braly ie mont Aol eel yan), aime. AL Tn, 
: ‘ wast dtim2 disdesiia tiw  2idT = .ateargfatl Ming erp 
. aw 0 ii bey irs m8 of si-tbas ,yrtesons dela VW } ar tilda 
121 dow th > | pane) Ano vordT bala ai 
Y tisowa® | mar1blits ying s13 s19% z aptlol bas 4 Ins r bs 
c ) , boib lort anidteW lf 2 enilsW yewne 
i- vino R +! red § 





& to beise1 ean ihodoale, eid 
yerliom aid diiw bovil tatab oat ble wimax | ni boysyne abi Aguonodai avod 
aiid .0¢81 ,St wdmsiqe2 ,beih osls ode Hia baw ov Wioism eid gridasan 7ils oe 


. = 


og odd lo oi9w -eepetnnvbs' loose! bi eiyt 18h Bae axanslod ni Ponsa} “na. 
' visitas benieits nood esd naltgaubs sid ile | quengUleM 3 ee ee iy 

YW | mootxie le gus ods Fae etion a nwo aid -lorrge & Bis oF Bis 
1 H . 


} 
j 
Ps 

ORY gfinzinegqiss-girle od nus >[ of, 


ony 
s2ailq, asdi ni hounitaoab aie 

a eee oe 
6 okie) A, avalna WM v0 Al-ni-inivord a6 Was 


ht 
Wo Gidesciincgge sis bovis bag #-aralild | nam alge Bf 
: e pil! 


Jeg 







a ete ree 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


years. 


trade near Paynter’s Drawbridge, six Blea 


at Milford, and one year at Dover. In_ his 
twenty-third year he went to Leipsic, Kent 


county, where he commenced business for 
himself. His first vessel he built. for John,| 
Reed, of Dover. He then built and sold 
vessels, and next built and run them for 
himself. He also engaged largely in the 
timber and lumber business, employing a 
great many men, and supplying immense 


quantities of ship timber for the eastern mar- 
kets. Mr. Cannon was for seventeen years in 
Leipsic, where he built up a fine business, and 
accumulated property. He invested largely 
in real estate, purchasing in 1842 a large farm 
on the road from Dover to Smyrna; in 1847, 
bought the Mount Farm, and another farm in 
1856. Besidesthese,he owns, in Leipsic, a ship 
yard and town lots, and built while there a 
handsome residence for his family. In 1862 he 
removed with his family to Dover, and erected 


ain 


nsion.in 


wrhinh + 
Vy zisrehs they | have since 


ihe elegant iniai 
resided. He also bought considerable property 
there; and, in 1864, purchased the Penrose 
lands. Since that time he has found enough 
to occupy his time in the care of all this prop- 
erty, and in superintending the culture of his 
lands. though he has at times indulged in bus- 
iness ventures of different kinds, which being 


-“ made with good judgment have generally 


proved successful. Mr. Cannon is a man of 
fine natural abilities, and whatever position he 
has been called upon to fill, he has always been 
found well fitted for its requirements He has, 
for twenty years, been commissioner of public 
schools for Kent county. In 1858 he was 
elected to the Senate of Delaware on the Dem- 
ocratic ticket for four years. In 1861 when 
the commissioners from the South, Dickinson 
and Campbell from Alabama, came tothe Leg- 
islature, urging the members to secede or join 
the South, the Senate stood five Democratic and 
four Republican. Mr. Cannon had sworn to 
support the Constitution of the United States, 
and refused to vote for the measures and resolu- 
tions offered. He held the balance of power, 
and the resolutions were killed, and he has 
since been strongly identified with the Union- 
loving and loyal men of the State, and with 
the Republican party. He is a member of the 
M. E. Church, and has been a trustee for many 
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He then worked twelve months at his} Miss Ann, dauchter of James Scotten, of Lit- 


tle Creek hundred, Kent county. Their four 
children are, Henry White, Editor and proprie- 
tor of the State Sentinel at Dover, of whom 
see sketch in this work ; Ella, wife of Dr. S. D. 
Marshall, of Philadelphia ; Mary Elizabeth, and 
Hattie. Mr. Cannon lost his wife, August 23, 
1859, and on the 14th of October, 1862, married 
Miss Mary E., daughter of Robert B. Jump, of 
Little Creek hundred. By his second wife he 
has three children; Annie J., Wilson Lee, Jr. 
and Robert Barrett. 


02 RATT, DOCTOR NATHAN, of Mil- 


ABI > piord, was born in Kent county, Del., 

© # rc 

ane) “4 September 9, 1834. Ilis father is Henry 

Oo) Pratt, a farmer now residing in Kent 
county, atethe ace-pof 77. years... His 


mother was Unity, daughter of John Lock- 
wood of Kent county; she is still living 
at the age of 72 years. Doctor Pratt is the 
second child and first son of his parents, and 
children was 


Ana nt for nm, 
Vase Va aU wee 


now living, He 
reared on a farm until eighteen years of age, 
attending the schools of his vicinity until this 
period, when he was sent tothe school of Mr. 
Wm. Sharp at Dover, where he remained for 


one year. He then engaged in the occupa- 


ition of teaching for one season, when he en- 





tered the Seminary at Fairfield, N. Y., where 
he continued for one year. At the end of 
this time he returned home and resumed teach- 
ing which he foilowed for about one year,when 
he entered the office of Dr. John W. Sharp of 
Camden, and began the study of medicine. 
He matriculated at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, in 1858, and graduated from that 
institution in the class of 1860 in March of 
that year. He began the practice of his pro- 
fession April, 1860, in the town of Milford, 
where he continued for four years, when he 
was appointed Assistant Surgeon at the Fil- 
bert street hospital, Philadelphia, afte: which 
he was ordered to Winchester, Va., where 
he acted in the same capacity at Sheridan’s 
Field Hospital. In January,1865, he returned 
to Milford and resumed the practice of medi- 
cine. Dr. Pratt has been successful as a phy- 
sician, being popular with the community,and 
influential in the state. Heserved as Auditor 
of the State, and Secretary of the State 
Board of Education, from April, 1875, to 


years. He was married, September 16, 1841, to [Januuary, 1879, with much credit. He is at 
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present President of the Board of Public 
Schools in Milford, and has served in that 


office, much to the advantage of the educa-- 


tional interests of that town. He has taken)! 
a large interest in the public schools of the! 


borough, and through his instrumentality | 
A 


there is in Milford an efficient public school of 
high grade. Dr. Pratt was united in marriage 
to Miss Mary, daughter of William Hill, a| 
of Milford, November 7, } 


well known farmer 
1861. Four children have been born to them; 
Margaret, John Lynn, William’ Burton, and, 
Louis Lockwood Pratt. 
AKES; JOHN: THOMAS;~ Merchant 
\ and Land Owner, Wyoming, was born 
(ev), in Kent county, November 20, 1833. 
e His father, Thomas W. Jakes, is still 
living in Kent county, in full possession 
of his mental and physical faculties, though | 
eighty-one years of age. He is an active 
member and trustee of the Methodist church, 
an upright, honorable citizen and christian gen 
tleman. 
has always-acted with that party. The Jakes 
family are of French Huguenot extraction ; 
the name was originally Jacques, and they are 


descended from Henry Jacques, who was the | 


immigrant. The mother of John T.,was Nancy, 


daughter of William Anderson, a farmer of, 
At the time of her marriage to | 


Kent county. 
Mr. Jakes, she was the widow of Robert Har- 
gadine, who left two children; William A., a 
leading merchant of St. Louis, and Julia, now 


wife of Robert B. Wright of Kent county. 
Mrs. Jakes was a most excellent christian 


woman, and died, July 17, 1863, at the age of 
sixty-nine years. 
attended the school of his neighborhood until 


seventeen years of age, when he accepted a. 
position as clerk in the store of Messrs. Luff | 


and Green, at Camden, 
until 1849, when he formed a partnership with 
Mr. Prouse, and engaged in the business of 


merchandizing, under the firm name of Prouse | 
This business was carried on very. 
successfully for two years, when Mr. Jakes dis- 


and Jakes. 


posed of hisinterest. He was appointed Agent 
for the Delaware Railroad Company, at West 
Camden, now called Wyoming, in 185i, and 
filled this position with credit for eleven years, 


when he resigned. In 1858 he again embarked | 
in mercantile pursuits at Wyoming, which he | 


In politics he is a Republican, and | 


The subject of this notice) 


which he continued | 


DELAWARE, 


| has successfully conducted up to this time. In 
| 1866 he organized and started the post-office, 
and was appointed Postmaster the same year. 
'He has acted in this capacity for the past six- 
‘teen years. Mr Jakes isa thorough business 
man and an honorable, enterprising citizen. 
He is a Good Tempiar, and served as a Rep- 
resentative from Delaware to the Grand Lodge, 
at its session held at St. Louis, in 1866. He 
is also, an Odd Fellow, which order he joined 
iin 1854; he has occupied all the chairs except 
that of Grand Master, and in 1880, was Grand 
| eet a eive from his State to the Sovereign 
'Grand Lodge of the United States, also, in 
1882. He became a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church in 1867, and has served his 
church in an’ official capacity for many years. 
He was made a life director of the American 
| Bible Society in 1878, and became treasurer 
lof the Kent County Bible Society in 1872. He 
“was appointed agent of the Adams Express 
-Company in 1857, which position he still re- 
‘tains. He is a Republican in politics, and has 
been an active member ot that party since its 
|organization. Mr. Jakes was one of the few 
men who voted for Abraham Lincoln for Presi- 
‘dent in 1860. Three generations of this family 
voted for President Hayes, his father, himself 
-and his son. He married Miss Mary B., daugh- 
ter of Benjamin B. Townsend, of Camden, 
February 14, 1853. Five children have been 
born to them, four of whom are still living; 
‘William H.; Charles R.; Thomas W, and 
‘Maggie T. Jakes. 


| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


vis INDER, JACOB, Farmer of North 
> West Fork hundred, was born in that 
IN locality, near Horsey’s Crossroads, 
ELD December 16, 1808 The family ge- 

&) nealogy is given in the sketch of his 
elder brother, Warren Kinder. He attended 
the schools of the vicinity, generally in the 
winter season only, being engaged on the farm 
during the summer, till he was about twenty- 
two years of age, and had acquired a very 
good education. In January, 1833, having 
married, he rented a farm and began life on 
his own account. In 1836 he removed to the 
‘farm on which he still resides, having pur- 
chased it the year previous. It was sold ata 
low price, the land being well worn out, but 





{ 


he commenced at once to improve it, and has 
now brought it up to a high state of cultiva- 
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tion. It is divided into three farms, principally |county, N. Y., and after examination was ad- 


devoted to cereals, but peaches, apples, and 
pears have also been raised very profitably. 


was a member of the old Whig party till 1860, 
when he became a Republican, and was a 
strong Union man and patriot during the war. 
In his nineteenth year he united with the 
Methodist Church, in which he has been a 


trustee and class-leader for many years, and 


of which he has always been a liberal sup- 
porter and a leading member. He joined the 
Patrons of Husbandry in 1877, and is a mem- 
ber of Sunnyside Grange, No. 7. He was 
married, December 20, 1832, to Mary, daugh- 
ter of Wingate and Sallie (Wilson) Cannon, of 
the same hundred, and has had seven children, 
six of whom are living. They are Charlotte 
Clay, wife of Samuel H. Melson, farmer of 
Caroline county, Maryland; Lewis Wright, 
farmer, married Catherine Ross; John Henry, 
married Maria Melson, and is a farmer in Sea- 
ford hundred; Elizabeth, married James M. 
Hollis of Greenwood ; Stephen Warren; Wes- 
ley Spry, and David Bates Kinder. Mr. Kin- 
der is a gentleman of intelligence and un- 
questioned integrity, and is a leading citizen 
of Sussex county. 







LLEN, PROF. PANCOAST, Dealer in 
2 Pianos and Organs, Wilmington, was 
bornin Gloucester county, N. J., Nov. 


an 
5 12, 1834. His parents were Garrett G. 


= it 


4 


and Rachel Allen. He was sent to 
school at an early age, attending the academy 
in Glassboro, and received a good English edu- 
cation. At the age of sixteen years he was 
apprenticed to the trade of glass-blowing and 
worked at this business as a journeyman for 
several years. Very early in life Mr. Allen 
manifested a great fondness for music. In 
those days the country afforded but poor 
facilities for a musical education, but he 
availed himself of such instruction as was 
given in the old-fashioned singing schools of 
those days and embraced every opportunity to 
cultivate his musical taste. In the fall of 1862 
he removed to Salem, N. J., where he con 
tinued to follow his trade, devoting all his 
leisure to the study of music. In the spring 
of 1865 he determined to enter the Normal 
Academy of Music, at Geneseo, Livingston 


45 





| 





i'mitted as a pupil in that institution, 
'under the dir 
At different times Mr. Kinder has owned other | 
tracts of land, but disposed of them again. He | 
‘applied himself diligently to vocal culture, and 


ifully upon the profession of music. 





then 
ection of the celebrated Italian 
voice trainer, Carlo Bassini, and the distin- 
guished organist, John Zundel. Mr. Allen 


received a very complimentary endorsement 
from the president upon his leaving the 
academy. Immediately upon his return to 


| Salem he was appointed master of the choir of 


South Street M. E. Church, which position he 
held until 1868, when he removed to Millville, 
N. J.,and engaged in the confectionery busi- 
ness. After conducting this business success- 
fully for a year he disposed of it and entered 
He was 
appointed professor of music for the public 
schools by the Board of Education, and also 
was Called to the position of organist in the 
First MY EE. Church... Mr., Allen held. these 
positions until the summer of 1870, when, at 
the solicitation of his friend, the late J. E. 


| Gould, of Philadelphia, he removed to Wil- 


mington, Delaware. and entered upon his 
present business, at No. 107 West Seventh 
street, where he devoted what time he could 
to teaching vocal and instrumental music. 
His increasing business demanded amore com- 
modious building, and in October, 1876, he 
removed to his present location in Masonic 
Temple, Market street, where he has the 
finest musical establishment in the State. In 
December, of the same year, he took into 
partnership Mr. F. G. Smith, of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., manufacturer of the celebrated Bradbury 
Piano. The firm was known as Smith and 
Allen, and this partnership continued for one 
year, when Mr. Allen assumed full control of 
this extensive business, in which he has been 
very successful. In 1877 Mr. Allen received a 
call to the position of chorister in the Dela- 
ware Avenue Baptist Church, under the pas- 
torate of Rev. Isaac M. Haldeman. Being 
elected by a unanimous vote of the church, he 
accepted, and at once organized a large 
chorus choir of some forty voices, and he still 
continues the conductor of this choir. Asa 
teacher of music, Professor Allen has been 
very successful, and has a large number of 
pupils to whom he devotes his excellent in- 
structions. Unlike many of his profession, he 
has given his time and talent to the churches 
gratuitously, and was the first tointroduce the 
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cornet into church music in Wilmington. 
Professor Allen was united in marriage, 
July, 18§9, to Miss Martha, 
Mr. Jonathan Wallen, of Millville, N. J. 


Cee TA: ATS; HON: JOHN PLET CHER. 
Gs Ex-Auditor of Delaware, was born at 
iD Fieldsboro, January 9, 1835. 
GA was Elias Naudain Staats, who was by 

G7 occupation a schoolteacher. Hewas a 
gentleman of excellent education and un- 
blemished character. The mother of the sub- 
ject of this notice was Martha, daughter of 
John Weldon, a farmer of Appoquinimink 
hundred. After the death of Elias Naudain 
Staats, which occurred in 1835, she married 
John Lynam, and after his death became the 
wife of John Naudain. She is now a widow 
and resides near Odessa. John F. Staats at- 
tended the school at Fieldsboro until 17 years 
of age, when he obtained a clerkship in 
Odessa, with Beaston & Watkins, which he 
continued until 1854, when he went West. 
Upon his return he began the mercantile busi- 
ness, locating at Blackbird, which he con- 
ducted for two years. His business at first was 
a success; he sold his goods for cash only, but 
afterward began a credit business and lost 
everything. In 1862 he returned to Fieldsboro 
and purchased the estate known as the ‘Old 
Staats Homestead,” where he has continued 
to reside ever since. This farm consists of 
236 acres, and at the time of his purchase it 
contained an orchard of 1,000 peach trees, the 
number of which he increased until he had 
6,000 in bearing. It proved a paying invest- 
ment until 1880, when nearly all his trees were 
destroyed by a heavy storm. Mr. Staats 
devotes his farm to grain, and through his 
management it has become very productive. 
In politics he is a Democrat, but has never 
been a politician. He was Commissioner of 
Public Roads for his district for four years, from 
1870 to 1874. He was elected State Auditor 
by the Legislature in 1879, which position he 
filled with credit for two years. He is Secre- 
tary of the State Board of Education, having 
held this office for two terms. Mr. Staats is 
an enterprising citizen and a gentleman of 
intelligence and character, a strong temper- 
ance advocate, honorable in all his dealings 
anda man of great energy and industry. He is 
e member of the M. E. Church, which he joined 


His father | 


DELAWARE. 


; when buta lad of 12 years; and is now connected 


i 
| 








jthe reading and siudy of aftcr 


/with St. Paul’s, Odessa, to which he is greatly 
daughter of| 


attached. He was united in marriage, March 
31, 1858, to Miss Martha R., daughter of Mark 
Davis, a leading farmer of New Castle county. 
Four children have been born of this union: 
Clarence D., Martha E., Mary E. and John 
M. Staats. 





</2) AULSBURY, HON. ELI Waited 


| GS Ce States Senator from Delaware, was born 


SS ‘In® Kent ‘county; December 296-1877. 
SS > Sketches of his brothers, Governor Gove 

Sy and Chancellor Willard Saulsbury, with 
some account of this gifted family, and their 
antecedents are included in this volume. Huis 
father appreciated the advantages of educa- 
tion for his children, and sent them to school 
whenever they could be spared from the labors 
of the farm, but these often detained them at 
home both in the summerand the winter. Such 
opportunities as he had his son Eli eagerly 


and these were supplemented by 
The 


Basar 


improved, 
ycars: 
study of the law early possessed a fascination 
for him, and he became well read in legal lore 
long before entering the profession. He finally 
studied with his brother, the Hon. Willard 
Saulsbury, and was admitted to the bar in 
1857. His abilities were already well under- 
stood, and he at once entered the foremost 
ranks of the profession, having a good practice 
from the beginning. He was admitted to 
practice in the Superior Court of the United 
States, December 17, 1873.. Mr. Saulsbury 
was always a Democrat. Personally popular, 
easy and fascinating in conversation, and de- 
cided and logical in the expression of his 
views, he wielded no small influence long be- 
fore entering the arena of public life. Inthe 
years 1853 and 54, he served his party in the 
State Legislature. Elected to the United 
States Senate, he took his seat March 4, 1871, 
succeeding his brother Willard Saulsbury. He 
was re-elected in 1876, and his term of service 
will expire, March 3, 1883. The great popu- 
larity of Senator Saulsbury, and his continu- 
ance in this high position, leave nothing to be 
said of his character and abilities. He possesses 
great suavity of manner, and inspires the 
warmest personal friendship. He has been an 
office bearer for many years in the Methodist 
Episcopal church, with which he united in 1838 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


GES OWLER, EDWARD, M. D.,a leading 


Ses Physician of Laurel, was born in 


ae) Wi ; : 1 Se TAT. | 
6k, Wicomico county, Md.,at Spring Hill, 


eee) July 3, 1835. His father was Edward 
Gs Fowler, who was a leading farmer of 
that county. The father of Edward Fowler, Sr., 
was also Edward Fowler, who was a farmer 
and resided at Spring Hill, which estate he 
purchased after the death of his father. He 
removed to a farm which he owned on Dame's 
Quarter, near Deal’s Island, but after a few 
years returned to Spring Hill where he contin- 
He was the 
eldest son and inherited the estate of his 
father who settled on the Wicomico River 
near Green Hill or White Haven, owning lands 
at both points. The presumption is that 
most of the Fowlers north and south sprang 
from this source. The mother of Doctor 
Fowler was Matilda, daughter of Benjamin 
Dashiell Esq., Attorney at Law, of the well 
known Dashiell family of Somerset county, Md. 
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ance at the Salisbury Academy under the 
charge of Col. S.A. Graham. After leaving 
school his purpose was to enter upon the study 
of law. He entered the office of Hon. L. T. 
H. Irving, but in consequence of ill health he 
was complled to abandonit. He returned home 
for the purpose of recuperating his health by 
out-door exercise, fearing to engage in a seden- 
tary profession. After a short time, however, 
he began the study of medicine in the office 
of his brother,Dr. John E. Fowler. He matri- 
culated at the University of Maryland and 
graduated from that institution in 1858. Im- 
mediately he began the practice of his profes- 
sion in partnership with his brother, which 
continued until 1862, when he removed to 
Sharptown and was there forthree years. At 
the solicitation of citizens of Laurel he took 
charge of the practice of the leading physi- 
cian, who had removed to the city of Phila- 
delphia in 1865. The field upon which 
he now entered was a laborious one, but 
his skill and devotion have succeeded in 
building up a large and lucrative practice. As 


DEPARTMENT. 355 


in the church and has been frequently elected 
to the Diocesan Conventions of that church. 
In politics he is a Democrat and frequently 
| vindicates his party’s cause on the hustings. 
He is a fluent and effective speaker,and has al- 
ways refused to allow his name used for any 
office of trust orhonor in the State. Dr.Fowler 
was united in marriage in April 1861, to Miss 
| Ellen, daughter of John E. Harris, of Wicomico 
county, Maryland. She died in July, 1869, 
leaving two children, a son and a daughter. 
He was again married in 1870 to Miss Kate 
Harris, a sister of his former wife. Three 
children survive of this marriage; two girls 
and a boy. He was made a Masonin 1871, 
and stands-connected with Hope Lodge, No. 
4. He has served his lodge in the capacity of 
Senior Deacon,Junior Warden, Senior Warden, 
and Master. 





we OURSEY, THOMAS BOON, was born 
= ti December 14, 1806, in Camden, Del. 


RVVeaiy Use father wae Thamac Conrceyv a car- 
Mats ocascs Wes 1 POMAS A_OULSey. A. Ge 


AEF 


cay penter and builder of Camden, who 
@ died in 1838, a member, leader and 


steward of the M. E. Church. His mother 
was Mary Boon, of Caroline county, Md. She 
was a consistent christian woman and died in 
1806. Thomas Coursey Sr., had been married © 
three times. His third wife was Margaret 
Vincent. Four of his children lived to reach 
maturity. The educational advantages of Mr. 
Coursey were limited. There were no public 
schools in his neighborhood, and until his fif- 
teenth year he attended a private school, during 
the winter months,when he began to learn the 
business of a carpenter. He followed this 
occupation for years, devoting his leisure mo- 
ments to study. His mind was of a high or- 
der, his natural intelligence great, and these, 
with his devotion to books, have enabled him 
to acquire an unusual amount of information 
on most subjects. In 1838, he became inter- 
ested in the milling business at Wyoming Mills, 
near Camden. In 1860 he purchased the prop- 
erty where he now resides. At that time it 
was known as Spring Mills, and consisted of a 





a physician Dr. Fowler stands as a representa-| grist and bark mill, both of which were in 


tive of his profession inthe State. In 1881 he 


was appointed by Governor Hall a member of | 
the State Board of Health. From early life| 
the Protestant | 


he has been a member of 
Episcopal Church, and has filled many offices 


great need of repair, and two hundred acres of 
land most of which was worn out. For this 
tract, mills, etc., he gave four thousand dol- 
lars. He here devoted himself to hard labor, 





| rebuilding and repairing the mills, and at the 
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same time often grinding grain through the 
night. He had built, in 1838, a wool carding 
mill which, after enlarging and improving, he 
removed to Spring Mills, and it proved a suc- 
cessful venture. His mill carded the wool for 
the farmer’s wives of the neighborhood who 
manufactured the wool into fustain, or hand 
made kersey. But cloth manufactories soon 
became established, wool founda better market, 
and Mr. Coursey sold his carding machinery. In 


1870 he set out two thousand peach trees for 


market purposes, which paid handsomely. Mr. 
Coursey has delivered addresses in various 
parts of the State before agricultural clubs and 
societies, and has been an active, intelligent 
and able promoter of the interests of Delaware 
farmers. He was among the earliest to use 
guano asa fertilizer.and upon hearing Dr. Gov. 
Emerson tell of its effect upon worn out land, 
he sent to Philadelphia for three hundred 
pounds of Peruvian guano. That fertilizer 
could not be found in the city and two barrels 
of Icabo guano were forwarded. This was the 
first brought below Dover. His land when 
purchased would produce no wheat, and very 
little corn. It has since grown an average of 
seventy-five bushels of corn and twenty bushels 
of wheat per acre. Mr. Coursey has been a 
large contributor to the public press, and has 
written with remarkable ability upon all the 
leading subjects of the day, moral, political and 
agricultural. In early life he espoused the 
Democratic side of politics and acted with that 
party until 1848 when his moral convictions 
made him a legal suasionist and party affinities a 
prohibitionist of the strictest school. Upon the 
organization of the American party he acted 
with it and also with the People’s Union party, 
and gave to President Lincoln’s measures an un- 
wavering support. He was active in the canvass 
which resulted in the election of Gov. Cannon 
as the war Governor of Delaware. In 1870 
Mr. Coursey was nominated by the Republi- 
can Party of Delaware as their candidate for 
Governor. Although they were in a hopeless 
minority the canvass developed the fact of 
Mr. Coursey’s wide popularity. In 1838 Mr. 
Coursey became a member of the M. E.Church, 
and was Conference steward of the Philadel- 
phia Annual Conference and since the organ- 
ization of the Wilmington Conference, has 
been continuously a member of its Board of 
Stewards. He was elected one of the lay 
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delegates to the General Conference of the 
M. E.. Church which convened at Cincinnati in 
May, 1880. Mr. Coursey was married to Sally 
A., daughter of William and Ruth Wilson of 
Kent county, the 26th of January 1832. Her 
erandfather,the immigrant Wilson from Great 
Britain, settled in Kent county near Milford. 
Mrs. Coursey died in the sixty-first year o 
her age, the 13th of December, 1871. She was 
a remarkable woman, wholly devoted to the 
comfort of others, especially the poor and 
suffering. Of the marriage,eight children were 
born, five of whom died in childhood. The 
children: Mary Elizabeth, deceased, was the 
wife of John Harrington of Kent county: Ruth 
Ann, wife of Dr. Dawson, of Frederica, and 
Sallie, residing with her father at Spring Mills. 






) IDGELY, NICHOLAS, one of: the 
: ig carly Judges of the Supreme Court, 
L» was descended from a wealthy family in 

ae oD England, a younger branch of which 
arrived in this country the last of the 

17th century. Judge Ridgely was the son of 
Henry, whose father, Colonel Henry Ridgely, 
was born in Anne Arundel county, Province 
of Maryland, February 2, 1694. His mother 
was the daughter of Colonel Nicholson Green- 
berry, of that county. In 1711 Nicholas Ridgely 
married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Worth- 
ington, of Anne Arundel county, he being 
seventeen, and his child-bride fifteen years old. 
He was a father at eighteen, and they lived 
happily together nine years, when she died, 
March 16, 1721. The Worthingtons then, as 
now, occupied a high social positiun in Mary- 
land. He became a resident of Cecil county, 
Maryland, and married the widow of James 
Gordon, at her home, on Elk river, December 
5, 1723. His wife was twenty at the time of 
her second marriage, and had married Mr. 
Gordon when but fifteen. She was the daughter 
of Robert and Mary French, of New Castle, 
Del. Robert French was a man of great in- 
fluence at that day, and letters are yet pre- 
served from William Venn to him. He was, 
in 1699-1700 and again in 1707,a delegate from 
the three lower counties to the Pennsylvania 
Colonial Assembly, and was commissioned 
Associate Judge of the Court of Pennsylvania, 
August 20, 1701. He, with Jasper Yates, was 
mainly instrumental in securing for the three 


| lower counties a separate Assembly. Nicholas 
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Ridgely came to reside in Delaware in 1732.) his death: ‘Charitable without ostentation, 
His mother, had married Robert Gordon,|and religious without bigotry; his country 
Chief Justice of the three lower counties.| celebrated his obsequies with tears, and em- 
Soon after coming to the State Mrs. Ridgely! balmed his memory with praise and ap- 
died. As foreman of the Grand Jury his} plause.” 
Mame is found on a petition to the King SFP AER ES 
against granting to Lord Baltimore privileges Sok AULSBURY, HON. WILLARD, Ex- 
in abrogation of the rights of the Penns.| 6) &%S United States Senator, and now (1882) 
On. December . 26, he. married Mary, | ee Chancellor of the state of Delaware, 
daughter of Judge Hugh Middleton, of| “Gass was born in Kent county, June 22, 1820. 
Salem, N. J., and widow of Captain Benjamin | An account of his parentage will be 
Vining, of Salem, N. J., and after marriage | found in the sketch of his brother, Governor 
resided near Salem for several years on an) Dr. Gove Saulsbury. He received part of his 
estate of Mrs. Ridgely. Here Charles G.| education at Delaware College, and also 
Ridgely was born; in 1740 he removed to) studied at Dickinson Coliege. He pursued the 
Kent, Del., with his family, and resided on) study of law, first with James L. Bartol, now 
the farm contiguous to Dover, now in the pos-| Chief Justicé of Maryland, and afterwards in 
session of his great-grandson, Dr. Henry| the office of Martin W. Bates, United States 
Ridgely. He was appointed Treasurer of; Senator from Delaware, and was admitted to 
Kent county soon after his coming, and then} the bar in the spring of 1845. He soon be- 
Clerk of the Peace, Prothonotary and Register| came the leading lawyer -in Georgetown, in 
in Chancery. In 1746 he was commissioned| which place he settled in the practice of his 
Judge of the Supreme Court of New Castle,| profession. His character, learning and talents, 
Kent and Sussex, and enjoyed that nonu: to; commanded general coufidence, and secured 
the close of life. Subjoined is an entry|him an immense practice. His clients came 
copied from his book of entries in his hand.) from all parts of the state. In 1850 Mr. Sauls- 
New Castle Co. Dr. to Nicholas Ridgely bury was appointed Attorney General of the 
“To attendance and holding Supreme Cou iat New state, by Governor Tharp, an office he filled 
“Castle, with Rives Holt, and John Curtis, Esqs., on en reve distinction far 4 teaneor five years. 
“Sat., ye 5th and Mon., ye 7th days Oct. at 30s 3¢a day > 
“as allowed by law. To milage New Castle and back In January, 1859,he was elected by the Demo- 
“g2 miles at 6¢ a mile as allowed by law. cratic party to the United States Senate, and 
5£ 6s od. took his seat on the fourth of March following. 
He was selected by Cesar Rodney as his! To this high office he was re-elected in 1865, 
guardian, February 27, 1745, and his papers|and held it till 1871, a continuous period of 
show his great interest for, and warm attach-| twelve of the most important years in the his- 
ment to a ward who grew to be the most|tory of the nation. To preserve that nation 











’ intense and distinguished patriot of the State.| intact, Senator Saulsbury believed to be our 


He also had charge of the rearing of his step-| highest duty. He could not tolerate aught 
son, John Vining, who shared a father’s! that savored of secession. At the completion 
solicitude with his half-brother Charles. To}of his senatorial career he was appointed 
Nicholas Ridgely’s teachings we, perhaps, owe! Chancellor of the State, November 3, 1873, 
the production of three noted men in Dela-| which office he still fills with great ability. 
ware history. Cesar Rodney, John Vining,} His powers of mind are as remarkable as the 
who became distinguised in the State,and Dr.} amount of labor he can accomplish. As an 
Charles G. Ridgely, of each of whom see] instance, he has been known to dictate to two 


sketch. Mary, sister of John Vining, married} persons at the same time, on difficult and 





Rev. Charles Inglis, missionary in Kent, sub-| intricate questions of law, and keep both writ- 
sequently rector of Trinity Church,N. Y., and/ing with rapidity. Chancellor Saulsbury, 
finally Bishop and member of the Provincial; when at the bar of this state, had but few 
council of Nova Scotia. Nicholas Ridgely] equals before either Court or jury. In the lat- 
died on the 18th of February, 1755, full of] ter case, his fine person, magnetic force and 
years and of honors. This was said with] an exuberant fancy, capable of investing the 
truth of him, in the biographical notice after | dryest details of evidence with a vivid realism 
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of the facts and circumstances, impressed the 
juror and made him to see, especially in crimi- 


nial cases, almost with the eyes of the advo- 


cate, until the class of damaging facts on the | 
other side were either forgotten or dwarfed in 
the juror’s mind. Aa a statesman and party 
leader, he was on the conservative side in the 
Senate, and while he was 
opponent of the folly of secession and all its 
measures, was during all his time in that body 
compelled toa defensive rather than ageres- 
sive attitude. Had it been otherwse, and had 
his party been in power, his fine mind, great- 


heartedness, and eloquence would have made | 


In the! 


him second to few men in that body. 
state, while a leader of his party, he had a 
following which always won success. Mr. 
Saulsbury was married, in May, 1850, to Miss 


Anna M., daughter of Hon. John Ponder of | 


Milton, and has had three children; John 
Ponder, a lawyer in Dover; Margaret who 
died in January, 1875, at the age of nineteen, 
and Willard Saulsbury, Junior. 
GEER GULON: RICHARD, Esquire, of 
SAi® Blackbird, was born May 11, 1832, at 
cre that village. His father was Bassett 
Xo des, Ferguson, a farmer and merchant dur- 
‘et’, ing the latter part of his life. His 
death occurred in November 1853. His mother 
was, before marriage, Miss Susan T. Weldon. 
She was a member of the M. E. Church, and was 
married when a widow, to Vincent O. Hill of 
Blackbird hundred. Richard Ferguson, the 
subject of this sketch, was the eldest of seven 
children. The others are, Martha, wife of Dr. 
J. A. Moore, of Felton; Colin, a farmer of 
New Castle county ; Susan, the wife of Charles 
B. Satterfield of Blackbird; Mary Ellen, wife 
of Mortimer Ricords, a farmer living near 
Blackbird, Temperance, wife of Richard 
Brockson, a merchant of Blackbird, and Benja- 
min B. Ferguson, engaged inthe Department 
of Pharmacy in the University of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Ferguson attended the public schools of 
his’ vicinity until his nineteenth year, but 
during the summer worked on the farm. He 
began merchandizing at Blackbird in 1853, and 
continued in the business for two years, and 
afterward devoted his attention to farming. 
He resides upon a well cultivated farm of 
seventy-five acres, contiguous to the village 
of Blackbird. His attention, as a farmer, has 


an outspoken | 
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‘been principally occupied with the rearing of 
stock and grain. His political sentiments have 
always been Democratic, and in 1856 he was 
‘elected to the State Legislature to fill the 
|unexpired term of the session of 1857, the 
vacancy having occurred through the death of 
Bayman Deakyne. He was appointed Justice 
of the Peace by Gov. Burton, and served in 
this position for seven years. He was for six 
ivears Trustee for the poor for New Castle 
‘county. Mr. Ferguson is not a member of any 
‘church, but was educated in the tenets of 
| Methodism, and has usually attended the M. E. 
Church. He was united in marriage to Miss 
Bathsheba H., daughter of Thos. Deakyne, of 
| Thoroughfare Neck, the 15th of March 1864. 
'Mr. Ferguson is the Postmaster at Blackbird, 
‘and has, for many years, competently held 
that office. He is highly respected in his 
vicinity, as an intelligent, honorable, and up- 
right citizen. He is the trusted adviser and 
helper of all who come to him for assistance ; 
his intelligence, sympathy, and knowlege ot 
jlaw, fitting him admirably for such service. 











| Kee ECK, COL. ISAAC AUGUSTUS, of 
ay Redden Station, Sussex county, was 
He > born at Catskill on the Hudson River, 
“New York, April 9, 1828. His father 
was Ephraim M. Peck, who died in 
Ulster county, N. Y., in 1850, at the age of 
fortv-five years. His mother was Eliza (Lowe) 
Peck, still living. 
this marriage. 


Five children were born of 

Colonel Peck was educated at 
the common schools of Ulster county, which 
he attended until thirteen years of age, when 
his father put him to work in his shop where 
he learned the business of carriage building, 
he contining init until twenty years of age. 
He worked at his trade for a short time, when 
he removed to Rahway, N. J.,and took charge 
of the Union Carriage Works, and became 
President of the company. At the breaking 
out of the war he entered the United States 
service as clerk in the Quarter Master’s De- 
partment. After serving three months in the 
Quarter Master’s Department, he was com- 
missioned by the Secretary of War as Colonel 
with authority to raise a regiment. He im- 
mediately proceeded to enlist men, and his 
regiment was musteredin as the ‘2d District of 
Columbia.” His command assigned to 
duty in the District, and continued to fill this 
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duty until the resignation of Colonel Peck, 
caused by ill health,late in 1863. He removed 
to North Carolina and sought to recover his 
health, and after a short time he engaged in 
the lumber business in Brunswick county, on 
the Wilmingtonand Manchester Railroad. Af- 
ter the war Colonel Peck took considerable 
interest in the re-organization of that State. 
His opinions being obnoxious tosome of the 
citizens, he was attacked by ruffians and 
received considerable personal abuse, because 
he was a northern man and a Republican. 
He was appointed to the position of clerk in 
the United States Custom House at Wilming- 
ton. He then was made Sergeant at Arms of 
the Constitutional Convention in the autumn 
of 1867. He served in this capacity until the 
close of the Convention, when he obtained the 
contract to refit and re-furnish the Senate 
department of the Capitol Buildings. In 1869 
he removed to Montgomery County, Penna., 
where he became superintendent of the Sash, 
Door and Blind Factory of Messrs. Barber and 
Henderson. In November 1873, Colonel Peck 
became interested in the lumber and bark 
business at Redden station where he now re- 
sides. In 1873 he purchased 203 acres of land 
at Reddins station, on the J. & B. R. R., and 
erected theron a large steam saw mill for the 
mauufacture of flooring and a variety of turned 
work for the northern markets. He also saws 
large quantities of ship timber and building 
lumber. He is also engaged in the mercantile 
business which was started in June, 1880, and he 
has been successful both in his store and in 
mill enterprises. In 1876 he built his present 
comfortable residence, situated about half a 
mile from the station. Heisa man of great en- 
terprise and business ability. He has been suc- 
cessful in building up and maintaining a large 
business, and enjoys the confidence of the 
citizens of his neighborhood. He married, first, 
Miss Mary E. Dumond, of Ulster N. Y., May 
21, 1839. ‘Of their six childrent, two sur- 
vive, > Clinton,C.,.,.and»Clara,.F..) Peck.,i.Mrs. 
Peck died February 1879. She left behind hera 
memory fragrant with the virtues of a chris- 
tian. The Colonel was again married, July 
29, to Miss Abbey A., daughter of Benjamin 
Burton, Esq., of Sussex county. One child 
has been born of this marriage, Samuel S. 
Peck, 
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G AVIS, SUSSEX DELAWARE, Attor- 
ohh ney-at-Law of Philadelphia, Pa., was 
(Lod born at Delaware Place near Wilming- 

>§ ton city, Delaware, on the 30th day of 
OF December, 1838. Delaware Place was 
the handsome residence of his father, Colonel 
Samuel B. Davis, of whom see a very fine steel 
plate and biographical sketch in this volume. 
His mother was Sally, daughter of Edward 
P. and Jeannette (Moore) Jones, of New Castle 
county. He is the second son of his parents ; 
his elder brother being Delaware Davis, Esq., 
of Virginia ; another brother, now deceased, 
was Kent Delaware Davis, Lieutenant in the 
U. S. Marine Corps, who died, January 11, 
1865, see sketch of Col. Davis for the family 
connections, page 322 ofthisvolume Mr. Davis 
secured an excellent preparatory training at 
St. Mary’s College, Wilmington, and in 1856 
entered Nassau Hall, Princeton, graduating 
A.B, with honor, in June 1859. His inclina- 
tions and preferences were for the profession of 
the law, and soon after he left Princeton, he 
entered the law office of Hon. Geo. M. Whar- 
ton, so distingushed in the annals of the Phila- 
delphia bar. Mr. Davis was admitted to prac- 
tice, in Philadelphia in January, 1862, and im- 
mediately entered upon the duties of his pro- 
fession in that city. He has, by his recognized 
abilities, won an honorable place among the 
leading lawyers of Philadelphia. He was ap- 
pointed local counsel and Assistant Secretary 
of the Union Pacific Railroad in 1871, and 
served with eminent ability in that relation for 
three years. In 1872 Mr. Davis was appointed 
Register in Bankruptcy and continues to hold 
this position. In politics he is an Independent 
Republican, and while attached to the princi- 
ples of his party, is unwilling, blindly to be 
dominated by party affiliations. Upright in 
his dealings with all, his large clientage by his 
ability and frankness find themselves assured 
that their interests are perfectly safe in his 
hands. He is admirably adapted to some of 
the specialties of his profession, and in cases 
in Equity in the Circuit Courts of the United 
States has had large experience, having 
been appointed as Master in a number of 
such cases. His reports furnish evidence of 
the possession not only of a legal mind of 
great acuteness and force, but also of admir- 
able literary culture and taste. He was united 
in marriage on the 12th day of February, 1874, 
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to Miss Mary Fleming Hare, daughter of 
Robert Harford and Mary (Fleming) Hare, | 
of Philadelphia, Pa. Three children have been | 
born to them of this marriage ; Samuel Boyer, 
Caroline Hare, and Robert Hare Davis. 

fine ARTIN, HON. EDWARD LIVING- 
of} STON, Member of Congress from 





we ®% Delaware, was born in Seaford, Sussex 
OKO” county, March 29, 1837. He was the 

<<? youngest son ina family of ten children, 
whose parents were Captain Hugh and Sophia | 
(Willis) Martin. A sketch of his father will 
be found in this volume. He attended the 
public and private schools of Seaford till 1850, 
when he spent a year in the Newark Acade- 
my, followed by another year in Delaware Col- | 
lege. He’ was next two years in the cele- 
brated academy of Anthony Bolmar, in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, after which he entered 
the University of Virginia, graduating four 
years later, in 1859, from the school of -law. 
Returning to Delaware he further pursued his | 
legal studies in the office of Hon. Daniel M. 
Bates,in Wilmington, with whom he continued 
eighteen months. In 1863 he was elected 
clerk of the State Senate, which remained in 
continuous session till 1865. In 1866 he again 
returned to the University of Virginia, where 
he spent six months in the law school, and 
on his return was examined and admitted to 
the bar in Dover, in the fall term of that year. 
He opened an office in Dover, but was soon 
summoned home by the illness of his father, 
with whom he remained till his decease, in 
June, 1867. Himself and his eldest brother, 
Luther Martin, were left executors of the 
will, and the care of his mother and of the 
estate devolved upon him. She lived till No- 
vember, 1869. ‘‘Woodburn,” the estate on 
which Mr. Martin now resides, fell to him 
and his brother Luther. The care of this 
property made it necessary for him to 
relinquish the active duties of his profession 
and devote himself to agriculture, in which he 
has since been engaged. The whole estate 











; sioners on the part of New Jersey. 


DELAWARE. 


and for many years has been one cf its leaders 
in the State of Delaware. He was a member 
of the National Democratic Convention in 


| . - . . . . 
|Chicago in 1864, in Baltimore in 1872, in St. 


Louis in 1876, in Cincinnati in 1880. In 1873 
he was appointed a member of the board of 
commissioners by the Legislature to settle the 


boundary line between Delaware and New 
|Jersey, Chief Justice Comegys and Hon. 


William G. Whitely being the other members 


jfrom this State, and Cortlandt Parker, Abra- 


ham Browning and Albert Slape, the commis- 
The com- 
mission was discharged in 1875,before a settle- 
ment was effected. In 1877 Mr. Martin was 
appointed by the Legislature, the commis- 
sioner from Sussex county to encourage the 
introduction and growth of the sugar beet 
interest. In 1878 he was nominated by the 
Democratic party and elected to the Forty- 
sixth Congress. Heserved on the Committee 
of Accounts, on the Committee of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and on the special commit- 
tee for the Centennial Celebration of the sur- 
render of Yorktown. Mr. Martin made so 
honorable a record in Congress that he was 
re-nominated by his party, and elected to the 
same office in 1880, his competitor being Hon. 
John Houston, one of the Judges of the Supe- 
rior Court of the State. Mr. Martin was 
married, March 17, 1869, to Miss Clara,daugh- 
ter of William W. Dulaney, of Sussex county. 
They have five children ; Woodburn, William 
Dulaney, Rosalie, Mabel Bayard, and Ed- 
ward Livingston, Jr. Mr. Martinis a communi- 
cant of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
has been a member of the Vestry of St. Luke's 
Parish, Seaford, for more than twenty years, 
and many timesa delegate to the Diocesan 
Convention. 


Cao YGERT HERMAN S,., of the firm of 
Oo: rele J. E. Tygert & Co., Phosphate manu- 
2% facturers, Smyrna, and of 42 South 


8 Delaware Avenue, Philadelphia, was 
born, July 30, 1848, in Guilderland, 





consists of about four hundred acrés, and is} Albany county, N. Y. His parents were 
largely devoted to fruit, having about ten} Frederick J.and Ellen M. Tygert, who were 
thousand peach trees and large quantities of | natives of that county. His grandfather was 
the small fruits. In these Mr. Martin has|John Tygert, who in early life followed the 
been very successful. The rest of the farm is| business of saddle and harness making, but 
devoted to grain and stock. Mr. Martin was/afterwards became a farmer. He was a native 
eared in the faith of th Democratic party |of Ireland and came with his parents at an 
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early age to America, settling 
county, N.Y. He served a regular appren- 
ticeship and upon reaching twenty-one years 
of age received from his master a saddle in lieu 
of his freedom suit. After becoming free from 
his trade, he settled in Amsterdam and after- 
wards went to the town of Knox on Hilder- 
burg mountain. Here he reared a family of 
twelve children, of whom six were sons. The 
grandfather of Mr. Tygert was the second son 
of his parents,and both his great grandparents 
died at Guilderland in the home of their grand- 
son, the father of. Herman. Reared on his 
father’s farm, he continued his attendance at 
school in winter up to early manhood, and 


- had, besides these opportunities, a period of 


four months’ instruction at Eastman’s Busi- 
ness college in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. His older 
brother, John, having come to Delaware in 
1865, left in his hands, to a good extent, the 
work on the farm, on which he continued until 
1873, when he also removed to this state and 
began business with him. in the manufacture of 
Tygert’s Star Bone Phosphate, a business so 
wisely and energetically conducted as to have 
attained its present large proportions. The 
Messrs. Tygert are both Methodists and are 
such by rearing and preference, but are of 
wide liberality in religious and political views. 
Herman S. was united in marriage to Fannie A., 
daughter of George Schell, of Guilderland, 
Albany county, N. Y., and their children are 
Nellie and George S. Tygert. 


efS2MERSON, GOVERNEUR, M. D., 
i (: > Physician and Author, was born in 
oA Kent county. His father, Jonathan 
om Emerson, died in the boyhood of this 

a son, and his mother, after several years 
of widowhood, married the late Manlove 
Hayes, of the same county. She was a most 
estimable woman, of remarkable intelligence, 
and under her care and the protection of a lib- 
eral-minded step-father, he received an excel- 
lent education. Hespent some yearsin travel, 
including a voyage as surgeon on board a mer- 
chantman, to the Mediteranean, and thence to 
Canton and other Chinese seaports ; and re- 
turning to Philadelpnia in 1820, he settled 
there in the practice of his profession. He 
here enjoyed a large share of the public con- 
fidence, his judgment and skill as a_practi- 
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ing the latter part of his life, however, he 
withdrew from practice and lived in compara- 
tive retirement, giving much attention to 
farming, in which he availed himself of all 
modernimprovements. All through his career 
he manifested decided literary tastes, and 
made many valuable contributions to the lit- 
erature of the period. His writings were prin- 
cipally upon scientific, statistical and agricul- 
tural subjects. To medical literature he added 
largely, chiefly through the American Fournal 
of the Medical Sciences. Of these literary and 
scientific labors, the most remarkable was a 
series of tables exhibiting the rate of mortality 
in Philadelphia, from each and all causes, of 
the sexes at all ages, duriug thirty years, from 
1807, when the first official bill of mortality 
was issued. These tables have always been 
recognized as possessing great value. Among 
his contributions to the literature of Agricul- 
ture, isthe Farmers’ and Planters’ Encyclope- 
dia of Rural Affairs, an octavo of thirteen hun- 
dred pages, replete with mast valuable infor- 
mation to the rural classes, and which long 
ago attained the rank of astandard work. Dr. 
Emerson carried out his theories by the prac- 
tical pursuit of agriculture, demonstrating, ona 
large scale the truths promulgated through the 
scientific investigations of Baron Liebig and 
many other eminent scientists. He was the first 
to introduce Peruvian Guano into the Atiantic 
States, and to recognize the great advantages 
of the phosphatic, and other concentrated fer- 
tilizers, proving their good effects on his ex- 
tensive farms in Delaware. Several of 
his addresses on the subject of agricul- 
ture were published in pamphlet form, 
and one delivered in 1872, before the Farmers’ 
Club, of Kent county, on ‘‘Land drainage,” as 
applicable to the wet and swampy lands of 
that county, is particularly valuable. His last 
work was a translation from the French, of 
De Play’s remarkable treatise on the Organiz- 
ation of Labor, a production of profound 
interest. Dr. Emerson was a clear, easy, 
elegant and impressive writer, who succeeded 
in making interesting every subject that he 
handled. Even at an advanced age he pre- 
served wonderful vigor of mind and body. He 
was a member of many literary and scientific 
societies, was the American 
Philosophical Society, the Academy of Natural 
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tioner being universally acknowledged. Dur-| Sciences, the United States Agricultural So- 
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ciety, the Philadelphia Horticultural Society, 
the United States Pomological Society, the | 
Franklin Institute, the Pennsylvania Agricul- 
tural Society, and several other less prominent 
associations. Dr. Emerson was quiet and 
unobtrusive in manner, and was exceedingly 
popular in a large circle of cultivated ac- 
quaintances, of both 
esteemed highly the society and conversation 
of ladies, he never married. He died at his 
residence, on Walnut street, Philadelphia, 
July, 1874, in the seventy-ninth year of his 
age, sincerely regretted by his relatives and 
friends in that city and in Delaware. 
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GROWN, JOSEPH, ‘Farmer, of : South 
of Murderkill hundred, was born January 
Yo 24, 1839. Hisfather was Thomas Brown, 
“N34 a farmer of the same locality. ate 
“ mother, who is still living in Frederica, 
was Mary, daughter of Armour and Elizabeth 
Lockwood. Seven children were born of this 
marriage, six of whom survive, Joseph being 
the eldest. The grandfather of Joseph was 
-also named Thomas; he was a-farmer and 
owned large tracts of land lying in the vi- 
cinity of Frederica, which he had inherited from 
his father, William C. Brown, who lived and 
died on the farm now occupied by the subject of 
this sketch. Joseph Brown attended the 
schools of Frederica, principally in winter, un- 
til he gained his majority. Upon the death of 
his father he assumed the management of the 
farm for his mother. He continued here for 
three years, when, in-1871, he began farming 
for himself, upon an estate of 287 acres. He 
devotes his land to stock and grain, principally, 
though he has cultivated peaches to some ex- 
tent. When he began farming he raised five 
hundred bushels of wheat and one thousand 
bushels of corn upon his farm ; his land being 
since greatly improved, he now raises one 
thousand bushels of wheat and one thousand 
five hundred bushels of corn on the same 
number of acres. Mr. Brown is a practical 
farmer, and by industry arid push, has brought 
his land up toa fair state of cultivation. He 
is a man of character and intelligence, and 
has made his business a success. In politics 
he is a Democrat and has always acted with 
that party. He was married, December 28, 
1871, to Miss Catherine, daughter of Frisbie jw 
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born to them of this marriage; Elma C. and 
Lizzie Brown. Doctor T. A. Brown, a well- 
known and popular physician of Wilmington, 
is a younger brother of Mr. Brown. 
es MITH, THOMPSON RIGGS, Manufac- 
a) turer and Lumber Dealer, of Lincoln, 
(a) ws Del., was born in Sussex county, N. J., 
Ge on the 17th of November, 1834. His 
Sy father was Daniel Smith, a farmer of 
Sussex county, N. J., and now residing in Brad- 
ford county, Penn., at an advanced age. His 
mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Silas Riggs, 
of Sussex county, N. J., and is still living in 
her sixty-sixth year. The subject of this 
sketch is the.eldest of eight children, who are 
ali living. His only sister is Mrs. White, widow 
of John S. White, who died a soldier in the 
United States service at New Orleans in the late 
civil war, June, 1864. The brothers are Robert, 
Losey, William, Beamen, Theodore, and Au- 
gustus. Thompson Smith was educated at the 
public schools until fifteen years of age, when 
he was sent to the academy at Hamburg, N. 
J., where he remained for three terms. At the 
age of eighteen he went to work upon the 
farm of his grandfather, Nathan Smith, in 
Sussex, N. J.; in 1853 he went to Tompkins 
county, N. Y., and engaged in the book agency 
business, during which time his father removed 
to Bradford county, Penn., and he joined his 
family after a short time. At the breaking 
out of the war he enlisted in the 16Ist Regi- 
ment, New York Volunteers, under command 
of Colonel Kinsey, and served in the Red River 
Expedition under General Banks. He was in 
several engagements, and was in the actions 
of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. He remained 
in service until 1865, when the regiment was 
uilusterec out. Upon hisreturn home, in 1866, 
he came to Delaware and engaged in his pres- 
ent business in connection with Mr. White- 
head, under the firm name of Smith & White- 
head. At this time the manufacture of shin- 
cles engaged their attention, and they thought 
to make this a specialty. The business en- 
larged and they began the manufacture of 
fruit baskets, crates, &c., besides general house- 
furnishing lumber. In 1870 Mr. Whitehead 
disposed of his interest in the business to 
W. J. Hiscox, which firm continued until 1878, 
vhen they suffered a total loss of the mill by 
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land and all left from the fire. 


very successful. 


and in religion is not a member of any denom- | 


ination. He was united in marriage, in Novem- 
ber, 1869, to Miss Laura, daughter of David 
Rider, of New Bedford, Mass. 

cfs) ROVES, JAMES HENRY, A. M. of 
fa Smyrna, State Superintendent of Free 
ons} Schools, was born at Red Lion, New 
ons Castle county, May 17,1837. His father, 
Richard Groves,was a man of excellent 
christian character, universally esteemed, and 
was all his life a member of the Methodist 
church,in which,for many years,he held official 
position. He died in the city of Wilmington, 
September 18, 1879. His father was Benjamin 
Groves, also a farmer in New Castle county. 
The family are descended fron Hans Graff, 
who emigrated from Sweden ; the name hav- 
ing gradually changed to Grove and finally to 
Groves. ‘The wife of Richard Groves was 
Ann Benson, daughter of Captain johu Heu- 
derson of Cecil county, Md., who came from 
Ireland at the age of seventeen. He served 
as an officer in the war of 1812, and was twice 
a member of the Maryland Legislature. He 
was descended from the Stuarts of Scotland, 
the line of descent being carefully preserved. 
James Henry Groves attended the public 
school in his county till about fifteen years of 
age, when he spent one term at the Conference 
Academy in Charlotteville, N.Y. Returning 
home he worked on the farm during the follow- 
ing summer, but was now fully resolved to obtain 
an education, though well aware that he must 
rely entirely upon his own efforts. He entered 
Dickinson College in 1859, but left in seven 
months and went to Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, Conn. He supported himself by 
working and teaching part of the time. In the 
fall of 1842 he commenced teaching a public 
school near Kirkwood, New Castle county. 
He taught five years, gradually rising in his 
profession and securing better compensation. 
In 1867 he taught seven months in a Friends’ 
school in Bucks county, Penn., after which 
he was two years Principal of the Grammar 






school in Odessa. Following this he was Prin- | 


cipal of a private school in the same place 


for two years, and next was Principal three 


years of the Friends’ school above men- 


The mill was| tioned. 
rebuilt by bim and he has made the business! seminary for one year. 
He is independent in politics, | present school law, providing for a state sup- 


| 1875. 
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He was then Principal of the Smyrna 
On the passage of the 


erintendent, Governor John P. Cochran ap- 
pointed Mr. Groves superintendent of the 
free schools of the state of Delaware, April 13, 
Each year since he has been recom- 
missioned, his lastappointment being made by 
Governor John W. Hall, April 11, 1882. Being 
the first to hold this office, he has had to or- 
ganize the educational system in the state, 
and establish it upon a sound basis, a work re- 
quiring great labor, and long continued effort, 
but in which he has been remarkaby suc- 
and has well commended himself 
to the people he serves by his devotion 
to his important and arduous duties. By his 
industry, talent, and generally acknowledged 
worth he has risen to the highest position in 
the educational interests of the state. Dela- 
ware college conferred upon him in June, 1879, 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts. Mr. 
Groves is a Democrat in politics. He hasbeen 
2 master Mason, since 1869, and from his child- 
hood a member of the M. E. church. He was 
married, October 15, 1874, to Miss Emma F., 
daughter of William and Mary P. (Kitchin) 
Flowers, and has two children, Alma Francis, 
and Stuart Chandler Groves. 


cessful, 






eet ; prominent merchant and business man 
o 73 of Odessa, was born in Sussex county, 
a > about 1735. He was a Friend, and 
ep and was of Scotch ancestry. In his 
young manhood, and soon after his first mar- 
marriage, he came to Cantwell’s Bridge, 
where, between the years 1768 and 1772, he 
built the large brick dwelling house, which 
stands next to the Corbit House, and is still 
in good preservation. His first wife and the 
children he had by her died not long after his 
coming to Odessa, and in 1769 he married 
Mary, daughter of Daniel and Mary (Brinton) 
Corbit. They had two children; Rachel, 
afterward the wife of Samuel Thomas, for 
many years a successful merchant and promi- 
nent man of Cantwell’s Bridge, and David 
Wilson,iJr. ;See sketch. .of .David, Jr. Mr. 
Wilson was the founder of the grain and pro- 
duce shipping business of Odessa, in which he 
was largely and successfully engaged for over 
fifty years. He owned a number of vessels, 


Cat ILSON, DAVID, for many years a’ 
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and did much to build up the town. He wasythere are the following children still living, 
one of the leading citizens of New Castle |viz: George C., William H., Sallie, now Mrs. 
county, a man of high character and greatly |John Wiley, of Sussex Shunk: Mary, Caro- 
loved and respected. He was very quiet, but lline, Belle, Lizzie, Ella and Alexander Jacobs. 
possessed great force of character, enterprise 
and ability. He was a very affectionate hus- 
band and an indulgent father. He died in 
1820. His wife died about 1805. 


GAZ ISHER, GEORGE M., Fruit and Grain 

e@ sft Commission Aferchane Wyoming, was 
ae born in Baltimore, Md., February 23, 
coe 1845. His father was William Fisher, 
Se a farmer of Queen Anne's county, Md.., 
who was related to the Fisher family of Dela- 


» ACOBS, WILLIAM ALEXANDER, 
“ Farmer of North West Fork hundred, 
4 ee was born in that hundred, Feb. 15, 1821, 
2 2 His father was Thomas Jacobs, a farmer 

of the same hundred. His mother was 
Eliza Jacobs. The subject of this sketch is the 
second son of his parents and was reared upon 
the farm of his father. He attended the 
schools of his vicinity, principally in winter, 
until he was nineteen years of age. He re- 
mained upon the farm with his father until he 
gained his majority, when he began the pur- 
suit of agriculture upon his own account, upon Fie clgete SS iy 2 ar aia ean tia 
atari Known. asics Wanville which! hes ined 7 See a aes Rees whe ae ae 
herited from his father, and where he has re- clerk in the town of Centreville. He continued 
mided ever since, ‘Fhie estate. contaims 268 | (Oo tol low this;eecupation at. various places 


acres, and when Mr. Jacobs came into posses- until he became clerk for J. ee Jakes, of Wyo- 
sion of it he found it pretty nearly worn out, ming, with om he remained until 1867, when 
owing to the fact of its having been rented out he went Eo Eastman’s Business College, at 
for eighteen years. He could only raise nine Poughkeepsie, N. Y., from which institution he 
bushels of corn and five bushels of wheat to|Staduated and returned to Delaware. He 
the acre. He has, however, improved it until | then engaged as traveling salesman for W. & 
now he can raise thirty-five bushels of corn H.R. Riegel, of Philadelphia. He continued 
to the acre and treble the former quantity of with them until 1868, at which time he returned 
wheat. In 1860he planted an orchard of 200 | tO Wyoming, and began the mercantile busi- 
peach trees, and in 1870 increased the quantity | M€SS with Mr. J. T. Jakes, under the firm name 
to 1000 trees. They paid very well fora num-|of Jakes & Co. This partnership continued 
ber of years, but have not been so great a suc- for some ten years, when Mr. Fisher retired 
cess recently, and in the year 1880, he did not and entered upon his present business. He 
have a basket of peaches upon the farm. He | began in 1878 to buy and sell fruit and grain 
has also an orchard of pears and apples, but | on commission, occupying the large buildings 
the pears have not been very successful. He |of the Railroad Company. He has made this 
has devoted his farm to grain growing almost | business a success by his honorable dealing 
entirely and has made it asuccess. In politics} and close attention. Mr. Fisher is a man of 
he is aDemocrat and has voted with that party | character and fine business qualities, and enjoys 
for a number of years. He has served as In- | the confidence of his patrons and the citizens 
spector of Elections for his district many |of his vicinity. He is a member of the Re- 
times. He joined the order of Grangers in| publican party and is interested in its success. 
1877, and is at present chaplain of ‘‘Sunny- | He was united in marriage to Miss Maggie, 
side” Grange, No. 7, at Bridgeville, Del. He daughter of William P. Lindale, of Wyoming 
was united in marriage, November, 1848, to | January 11, 1870. One child has been bern to 
Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Peter and Sallie them; William L. Fisher, now in his ninth 
Cannon, of Sussex county. Of this marriage | year. 


ware, all of whom are descended from three 
brothers who are supposed to have come to 
America with William Penn. His mother was 
Sarah R., daughter of George Smith, of Queen 
Anne County, Md. She died in 1869, aged 
55 years. William Fisher, the father, died at 
the age of 70 years in 1879. The subject of 
this sketch was the eldest of a family of eleven 
children, of whom but four are now living. He 
attended school in the winter until he was 
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BICGRAPHICAL 
oe RADFORD, REv. THOMAS BUDD, 
pe. i] late of Dover, was born in Philadelphia, 
ard October 22, 1816. His father, Thomas 


4 Bradford, a distinguished lawyer of 

© Phil adeiphia, was born in that city,Sep- 
tember 11, 1781, graduated from the University 
of Ponnsylivan ie in 1798, studied law in the 
city of his birth, and was there admitted to 
the bar in 1802. In May, 1805, he married 
Elizabeth Loockerman, daughter of Vincent 
Loockerman, and sister ot the late Nicholas 
Loockerman, of Dover. They had five chil- 


dren; Vincent L, Elizabeth L., Benjamin 
Rush, Colonel William, 
Bradford. The American founder of the family, 


William Bradford, a young printer of London, 
married Elizabeth Soules, sister of George 
Fox, and came with William Penn to this 
country, in 1682. Sometime after he went to 
New York, where he returned to the faith of 
his boyhood, and united with Trinity (Episco- 
pal) church. He was President of its first 
Board of Trustees. and went to England and 
purchased the chime of bells. He had two 
sons, William and Andrew ; the former born 
in 1683, and the latter in 1686. They learned 
the printing business in New York, to which 
place the family removed in 1693 or ‘94, and 
established there the first printing press, and 
publishcd the first newspaper in that city. In 
1719, Andrew returned to Philadelphia, and 
established Zhe American Mercury. The 
third William Bradford, son of the second 
William, was born in New York in 1719, came 
to Philadelphia in 1738, and assisted his uncle 
Andrew on his paper. He married, in 1743, 
Rachel, daughter of Hon. Thomas Budd, gov- 
ernor of New Jersey. Their son Thomas,born 
May 8, 1745, graduated at Princeton College 
in 1763. In 1768 he went into partnership 
with his father in the publication of The 
Pennsylvania Fournal. Both father and son 
were officers under Washington in the Revo- 
lutionary war, the father receiving, at the age 
of fifty-eight, a severe wound from which he 
suffered the remaining twelve years of his life. 
After the war the son resumed the publication 
of his paper, the name of which he changed, 
in the year 1800 to The True American, | 
and continued its publication till 1819, at) 
which time he had beenan editor and sublines 
for fifty-one years, and this paper had been) 
published by the family continuously for a. | 


and Thomas Budd 





DEPARTMENT. 365 
period of one hundred years, being the first 
paper published in America, and having one 
day the precedence of the first Boston paper. 
Thomas Bradford, died May 8, 1838, at the age 
of ninety-four years. His wife was Mary 
Fisher, of Philadelphia. They had three sons 
andthree daughters. The third son and fourth 
child was Thomas Bradford, the father of 
Rev. Thomas B. Bradford. The subject of our 
sketch was the third Thomas in the line of 
descent. He received his primary education 
in Philadelphia, and graduated in September, 
1833,at Wiiliams College, Massachuetts, Mark 
Hopkins, then being President. Hé was only 
eighteen years of age when he became Profes- 
sor of Ancient Languages in the Baptist Col- 
lege at Haddington, Philadelphia county, Pa., 
and at the same time he pursued his theologi- 
cal studies with Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, 
then of Philadelphia, now of Brooklyn, N. Y, 
In 1833. when twenty years of age,he received 
the degree of Master of Arts from Williams 
College. On the completion of his studies 
he was called to the charge of a Presby- 
terian church in Michigan. About the year 
1840 he returned to Philadelphia and became 
pastor of the Presbyterian church at German- 
town, where he remained tiil the spring of 
1850, when his health being somewhat im- 
paired, and his uncle, Nicholas Loockerman, 
son of Vincent Loockerman, of Dover, having 
deceased, he resigned his charge and removed 
to that place to look after his interests in the 
Loockerman estate. After this he had no pas- 
toral charge, but devoted himself to the care 
of his large property. The town of Dover had 
previously been bounded on the north by 
Loockerman street, and contained only six 
hundred inhabitants. Mr. Bradford at once 
sold off building lots and put up a large num- 
ber of handsome houses; and this, called 
Bradford’s city, is now the best part of Dover, 
containing many of the finest residences and 
public buildings. All his lands near Dover he 
greatly improved. He married, in 1835, when 
only nineteen years of age, Miss Henrietta, 
daughter of John Singer, Esq. She died in 
Dover in the spring of 1851. In Sept., 1857, 
he married Miss Lucinda H., daughter of Dr. 
Robert R. Porter, of Wilmington, and grand- 
daughter of Hon. Willard Hall, late Judge of 
the U.S. Circuit Court, of Delaware. . By this 
marriage he had five children: Thomas Budd 
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Bradford, who graduated from Princeton Col- 
lege in the class of 1881 ; Lucinda Hall, Wil- 
liam, Robert R. Porter and Willard Hali Brad- 
ford. Mr. Bradford’s health had for a long 
time declined. .Hé died, March 25,1871, in 
the fifty-fifth year of his age. He was a man 
of fine presence and of pure and upright char- 
acter. 
“a ILLIAMS, FREDERIC AUGUSTUS, 
‘Bil Attorney-at-Law, Dover, was born in 
Sth Feeding-Hills, Mass., Nov. 17, 1846, 
SiGe being the-second son of Rev. Dillan 
CSP Williams and Mary Chapman Truman, 
his wife. His father, a Congregationa! clergy- 
man, was born in Colchester, Conn., February 
16, 1805.. He graduated at Yale College in 
1836, and at the Theological Seminary in 
1839. He was pastor of Congregational 
churches in New England until 1857, when he 
was called toa Presbyterian church in Boon- 
ville, New York, and in 1859, to a church of 







C 


the same denomination in Cleveland, N. Y.,| 


where he died, Nov. 23, 1879. He wastheson of 
Frederick William Williams, a farmer near 
Colcnester, Conn., who served in the Revolu- 
tionary war, being present in engagements 
at Johnstown, N. Y., and Bennington, Vt. 
The first American ancestor of this family 
was Robert Williams, of Norwich, England 
who, to escape persecution by the established 
church in England, came to this country from 
Holland in 1638, anc was admitted a free- 
man of the town of Roxbury, Mass., in the 
same year. William Williarns, one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, was one of 
his descendants. He was the direct ancestor of 
the subject of this sketch in the seventh 
generation, tracing his descent successively 
through Robert, Isaac, Isaac, Ebenezer, Jona- 
than,Frederick William, and Dillan. Frederick 
A. Williams received his education in the pub- 
lic schools till the age of fourteen, after which 
he spent two years under the private instruc- 
tion of his father, in the classics, higher 
mathematics, and the sciences. He then 
spent two years in learning the cabinet- 
making business, after which he entered a 
large mercantile house in Cleveland, in which 
he was successively clerk and bookkeeper. In 
February, 1868, he removed to Dover to en- 
gage in fruit-growing ; and, in company with 
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DELAWARE. 


York City, purchased a tract of land immedi- 
ately adjoining that town. In 1871 Mr. Wil- 
liams was elected Principal of the Dover Pub- 
lic Schools, then comprising four of the six 
districts into which the town was divided. In 
1875 the six districts were consolidated by 
Act of the Legislature, and the schools, thus 
united, continued in charge of Mr. Williams, 
under whose care they emerged from a low 
condition to one of prosperity and great popu- 
larity. In 1878 he resigned the charge of the 
schools to continue the study of law, which he 
had begun in 1876, under the direction of Hon. 
N. B. Smithers, and in 1879 was admitted to 
the bar of Kent county. He at once settled 
in Dover, where he was very successful in the 
practice of His profession. In 1879 he was 
elected a member of the Public School Board 
in Dover, of which he was afterwards’ made 
Secretary. He joined the Presbyterian Church 
of which his father was pastor in 1865, and was 
a member of the church of that denomination 
in Dover. He was also superintendent of the 
Sabbath School connected with that church. 
In the summer of 1882 Mr. Williams removed 
to Colorado where he is now engaged in his 
profession. 

eGay ICHOLSON, HON. JOHN A., of 
Sal 

‘s gress, was born in Laurel, November 
Q 17, 1827. His father, Jacob~ Cannon 
Nicholson, was born in Delaware, in 
1804. He married Susan Fauntleroy Quarles, 
a native of Virginia. Her maternal uncle, 
George Smith, was Governor of that state, 
and with about seventy others, perished in the 
burning of the Richmond Theater, on the 
night of December 26, 1811. The first Ameri- 
can ancestor of the family was Huffington 
Nicholson, who came to Delaware from Eng- 
Jand about the year 1720. His son Jonathan 
was the grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch. The latter passed his childhood in 
Virginia, in the countics of Ambherst, and 
Nelson, and in 1843 entered Dickinson College. 
In February 1847, he came to Dover and com- 
menced the study of law, in the office of Hon. 
Martin W. Bates. He was admitted to the 
bar in October, 1850, and from that time has 
continued to practice in Dover. In the same 


'year he was appointed Superintendent of 
his brother, Henry Truman Williams, of New! 


schools for the county of Kent, by Governor 
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Ross, having from very early life been active of New York, with a view to his settlement in 


in promoting the educational interests of the 

State. In 1864 Mr. Nicholson was noninated 

by the Democratic party, and elected to rep- | 
resent the State in the Thirty-ninth Congress ; | 
and was re-elected to the Fortieth Congress, | 
his term expiring March 4, 1869. During his 
first term he served on the Committee on | 
Elections, and during the second term on the | 
Committee on Appropriations. Mr. Nicholson | 
was married, August 2, 1848, to Miss Angelica | 
K , daughter of John and Mary (Stout) Reed, 
of Dover, granddaughter of Jacob Stout, and 
great-granddaughter of Chancellor Killen. 
They have one son, John Reed Nicholson, 
who graduated from Yale College in 1870, and 
was admitted to the New York bar in 1873. 
He practiced in that city till 1876, when he 
returned to Dover. Mr. Nicholson is a leading 
member of the Masonic Fraternity, and has | 
for many years been a member and office- 
bearer in the Presbyterian Church. Like a 
large proportion of his highly cultivated class, 
he is modest and retiring in manner, leaving 
to men of lesser abilities the forwardness and 
self-assertion more needfulin their case. He | 
is a man of most studious habits, a great 

reader of general literature, and his broad and 

generous Culture is recognized and enjoyed by 

the first men of Dover. This pleasure is en- 

hanced by the perfect gentle manliness and 

refinement of his manners, and few men in his 

locality are, in a quiet way, more deservedly 

popular. 





LARK, JOHN CURTIS, son of Major 
Geo. Clark, by his first marriage, was 
~2 born in Red Lion hundred, New Castle 
aus county, March 6, 1799. He received 

© the greater part of his early education 
at the ‘country pay school,” but attended, for 
one term, the old Academy in Wilmington, 
then under the direction of the famous classi- 
cal teacher, Joseph Downing. His habits in 
youth were very simple and exemplary. From 
his childhood he exhibited great maturity of 
thought and character. In partnership with 
his father-in-law, Major Philip Reybold, in 
1824, he contracted to excavate and build the 
eastern portion of the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal. On the completion of this impor- 
tant work he visited the city of Washington, 
and afterwards certain sections in the State 





life ; but finally returned and bought, in 1827, 


a large landed estate adjoining the place of his 


birth, upon which he afterwards lived to the 
close of life. On the establishment of a State 
Bank in Delaware City, in 1849, he was made 


|one of its directors, and held this position as 


long as he lived. He was early made a trus- 
tee of Delaware College, at Newark, and was 
ever a warm friend and generous supporter of 
education. As trustee of the Poor for many 


/years, he interested himself in any and every 


improvement in the treatment and condition 
of this unfortunate class. Holding many local 
offices, he was ever earnest and active in pru- 
dently promoting that which elevated the 
community about him. He was, in early life 
a Jefferson Democrat, but became a Whig on 
Jackson’s elevation to the Presidency, and re- 
mained a faithful adherent and generous con- 
tributor to that organization to the time of its 
dissolution in 1854. In 1860 he went to Chi- 
cago as a Lincoln man, taking so conspicuous 
a partin his numination that he was made a 
Vice President of the convention, and was ap- 
pointed one of the delegates to wait on the 
nominee at Springfield, and announce his can- 
didacy. During the war President Lincoln 
had no warmer or more unselfish supporter 
than John C. Clark. He had great influence 
with the President, which he used earnestly 
and judiciously for the advancement of the 
Union cause. In the course of his long life, he 
accumulated a handsome property. All his 
business transactions were entered upon and 
carried forward with unswerving integrity. His 
was a rare christian character ; before he was 
twenty years of age he was chosen ruling 
elder in the St. George’s Presbyterian church, 
and held that office for over fifty years ; and 
for very many years sustained a prayer meeting 
in his own immediate neighborhood. He was 
married July 18, 1826, to Elizabeth, daughter 
of Philip and Betsey Reybold, byiwhom there 
were twelve children, seven of whom outlived 
the father. Mr. Clark was a man of splendid 
personal appearance, tall and weil-formed, 
with every indication of finest health. He 
died of heart disease, July 29, 1860, in the sev- 
enty-first year of hisage. Few men have 
lived in the State who adorned the relations 
of life, whether public, official, or domestic, 
with such singular purity, earnestness and 
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fidelity, or went to the grave more generally | had previously accepted. He severed his con- 
respected than he, of whom we have given|nection with this institution in 1873, and 


this unvarnished record. 


~), MITH, MAJOR S. 
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1841, in Wilmington. 


RODMAN, U. S,/} Past nine years. 
MG ommissionenond Glace or U.S. Dict can, and an ardent supporter of those princi- 
a). trict and Circuit Court of Delaware,|Ples for which he contended upon the field. 
Lawyer and Soldier, was born April 20, Major Smith was united in marriage, in 1867, 
His father was|to Miss Ware, daughter of Charles Ware, of 


entered upon the duties of his present position, 
which office he has filled with credit for the 
In politics he is a Republi- 


Albert W. Smith, whose ancestors belonging | Virginia. 


to the Society of Friends, emigrated to this 


country during the early part of the eighteenth 
century. His mother, before marriage, was a 
Miss Wollaston, who came of an old Delaware 
Quaker family. His education was obtained 
at the best Friends’ schools in Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. After com- 
pleting his scholastic education, he accepted 
an assistant’s position in the Wilmington Sav- 
ing Fund Society, of which his father was Sec- 
retary and Treasurer. In 1860 he began the 
study of law with Hon. E. G. Bradford, but 
his legal studies were abandoned, July, 1862, 
at which time he commenced to recruit men 
for the Fourth Delaware Infantry. He was 
commissioned First Lieutenant and afterwards 
promoted to the Captaincy of Company C. 
For gallant and meritorius services at the en- 
gagement at Rowanty Creek, Va., February 
6, 1865, he was promoted to the rank of Brevet 
Major U.S. Volunteers. In this engagement 
he had command of the Regiment, being the 
senior Captain present after the wounding o 
Captains Kent and McClary. Major Smith 
served with his regiment until the close of the 
war, and shared in the actions of ‘‘ Bethesda 
Church,” ‘‘Cold Harbor,” ‘‘ Petersburg,” “‘ Pee- 
ble’s Farm,” ‘Jerusalem Plank Road,” ‘‘Row- 
anty Creek,” ‘‘Dabney’s Mills,” ‘‘ Appomattox 
C. H.,” and several others, besides assisting in 
the destruction of the Weldon railroad in 
North Carolina. In the final struggle at Ap- 
pomattox, he commanded the Third, Fourth 
and Eighth Delaware regiments, and proved 
to be a skilled and efficient officer. At the 
close of the war he resumed his legal studies 
and was admitted to practice in 1867. After 
residing in Wilmington for a year he removed 
to Carroll county, Md., where he contined to 
reside until 1869, when he returned to Wil- 
mington to fill the position of Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance 
Company of Delaware, which appointment he 





jo UR TIS, SOLOMON MINOT, Paper 

Ji Manufacturer of Newark, was born at 

aw’ Newton Lower Falls, near Boston, Mass. 
Aho py. = 

cays His parents were Solomon and Hannah 

©” Curtis. S. Minot was the youngest of 





a4 


~\ 





| nine brothers, all paper makers, who were all 


reared in, and became members of, the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. He was early educa- 
ted at private schools, and then at Newton 
Academy, which he attended for three years, 
then under the direction of Seth Davis. He,in 
his seventeenth year, went into the Paper Mill 
of his brother tolearn the business. in his twen- 
tieth year his excellent mother died, and when 
twenty-five he married Miss Adaline H. Hurd. 
He came to Newark in 1848 with his brother 
George B. Curtis, and they purchased the old 
‘““Meteer Paper Mill,” adjoining the town. 
This they refitted and refurnished throughout, 
and began the manufacture of paper under the 
the title of ‘‘Nonantum Mills.” In 1851 Geo. 
B. sold his interest to their brother Frederick 
A. Curtis and the firm became ‘‘Curtis & 
Bro. which has grown to its present large 
proportions and established a national rep- 
utation for its goods. This firm and mill 
have had large prosperity; in 1848, com- 
mencing with an old disused factory, with 
antiquated and worn out machinery, and with 


‘limited capital, and now its annual product is 


nearly or quite $70,000, and with one of the 
best equipped manufactories in the United 
States. Its management and success reflect 
the highest credit on the Messrs. Curtis ; and 
the community in which they live have been 
largely benefited by their enterprise.  S. 
Minot Curtis has been one of the foremost and 
most prominent laymen of his church in the 
State for many years, and has been a member 
and Secretary of the Diocesan Conventions of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church for the past 
twenty four years, and a delegate to the Gen- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


eral Conventions of this Church in the United | 
States, for nine Sessions. In 188) he visited 
Europe and was accompanied with the kindest 
wishes of friends, who felt and expressed a 
touching interest upon his safe return in im- 
proved health, and with unabated love for his 
country. Mr. Curtis served as a member of 
the State Legislature, 1861-2, greatly to the 
satisfaction of his constituents: September 
16, 1882, he was nominated for State Senator 
from New Castle county by the Republican 
Party, with which he has affiliated since its 
organization. Before this, he and his eight 
brothers were Whigs, voting that ticket until 
the party ceased to exist. The children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, are Edward, Sarah, and 
Walter. 





ORTER, ROBERT ROBINSON, M. D., 
(} late of Wilmington,wasbornin18t1. His 
| } father, Robert Porter, was one of the 
4, most influential and cnterprising citizens 
e of that city. Heestablished The Chris- 
tian Intelligencer, and later The Delaware Siace 
Fournal, long the staunchest Whig paper in 
the State. R. R. Porter obtained his early edu- 
cation chiefly at the celebrated school of Rev. 
Dr. Magraw, of West Nottingham. From 
early life he had almost a passion for the medi- 
cal profession, and with this end in view, pur- 
sued his studies with great assiduity, gradua- 
ting from the University of Pennsylvania about 
1835. He was then for a time connected with 
the Blockley Almshouse, and still further pur- 
sued his researches into medical science under 
the first physicians of his time. Accepting 
next the position of Resident Physician at the 
Frankford Insane Asylum, he acquired there a 
valuable experience, and published his obser- 
vations in the American Medical Fournal. He 
commenced the regular practice of his profes- 
sion in Philadelphia, where he assisted Dr. 
Samuel Morton in the preparation of his work 

n ‘‘Phthisis Pulmonalis.” Soon after he re- 
moved to his native city where his skill, urban- 
ity and conscientious devotion to his profcs- 
sional duties soon secured him a large and lu- 
crative practice. He was progressive in his 
character and always in the van of those in- 
ferested in the wider and fuller development 
of medical science, while his course towards 
his professional colleagues was marked by a 










scrupulously high sense of honor, liberality and 
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courtesy, that awakened in them a correspond- 
ing sentiment and manner. His uniform kind- 
ness made him especially beloved by the 
younger members of the profession. To the 
meetings of the Medical Society of Delaware, 
his presence always added great interest, 
while his large experience and fresh stores of 
thought and knowledge never failed to make 
the occasion most profitable. Of this society 
he was a member, and for a time President, and 
repeatedly was its representative in the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. He was one of the 
earliest and most-influential members of the 
Delaware Historical Society, into the labors of 
which he entered with all the enthusiasm of 
his nature,and by much expenditure of time and 
effort, as well as by liberal contributions of 
money, was largely instrumental in raising the 
necessary funds to carry out its objects, and in 
placing it upon a permanent basis. He wasa 
man of extensive reading, cultivated tastes and 
an ardent love of knowledge. In the treasures 


of his own choice library he often found a 
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his ee He possessed a warm, genial 
temperament, and when in health greatly 
enjoyed social intercourse; in society con- 
tributing largely to the general pleasure. 
He was, however, debarred by ili health from 
this enjoyment for some time before he died. 
He was a man of enterprise and public spirit, 
and was for several years a member of the 
City Council,.in which, as chairman of the 
Finance Committee, he discharged his labor- 
ious and responsible duties with diligence and 
fidelity. He was for several years a director 
of the Bank of Delaware. He found time, 
notwithstanding the pressure of professional 
duties, to engage extensively in real estate 
operations in the eastern part of the city, pur- 
chasing land which he sometimes improved, 
but generally sold on improvement contracts, 
requiring little or no cash payments and giv- 
ing long credits. Many men in Wilmington 
now own their own homes by reason of his 
liberality in these arrangements. His family 
were strong Presbyterians and he was for 
many years a devoted member of the Hanover 
Street Church. His piety was deep and sincere, 
and he brought to the sick room christian sym- 
pathy and counsel and support as well as 
medical aid. He married in 1841, Lucinda, 
only daughter of the late Judge Willard Hall, 
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Dr. Porter died April 14, 1876. His health had | 


been failing for two years, still his death was 


sudden, and the shock to his iriends and the 


community was great. Sorrow for the loss of 
one so generally loved and esteemed, so ready 
always for every good word and work, and 


DELAWARE, 


united with the M. E. church in 1850, and has 
been a trustee of St. Paul’s, at Odessa, since 
1867. He devotes his influence and means to 


the cause of christianity, and enjoys the warm ~ 


esteem of his neighbors and the community. 


who had filled up the measure of his days, 
with usefulness and honor, found free expres- | 


sion through the press and in every gathering, 
His name and the record of his life area legacy 
of great worth, not only to his family, but to} 
his native city and state. 


rex, PPLETON, HENRY HOFFECKER. 
sae Farmer, near Odessa, was born in Thor- 
Neck, New Castle county, 
Gp Janvary 13,1829: His father, John 

Appleton, was a successful farmer, and 
one of the pioneer peach growers of Delaware. 
His farms near Odessa, contain some very fine 
orchards. He married,in 1824, Rachel, daugh- 
ter of Martin Hoffecker, of Smyrna. (See 





we & cughfare 


He was united in marriage to Miss Hannah M., 
daughter of Matthew Crist, December 4, 1851. 
They have had five children: Belle J., Cathe- 


rine C., Harry, a most promising young man, 


who died May 3, 1876, in his twentieth year ; 
Rachel, and May Appleton. 





ROX ILSON, THOMAS HOWARD, of 


a4 Lebanon, Del. was born in Lewisburg 


hy Penna., January 1, 1840. His father 


Se was William Wilson,a farmer of Union 
20> county, Pa., who died in 1856 at the 
age of forty-seven years. His mother was 
Maria, daughter of Henry Hummel, Esq., of 
Easton, Pa. She is still living in her sixty- 
sixth year. The subject of this sketch was 
educated in his native town, attending Lewis- 


sketch of John Appleton.) The grandfather,| burg University until eighteen, when he be- 


of the subject of this sketch, was also named 
John Appleton. He was a farmer and resident 
of Thoroughfare Neck, where, as a local 
preacher of the M. E. church, he had large 
influence and was widely known. He is still 
remembered by some of the old residents of 
the vicinity as a man of strong character and 
great originality. Henry H. Appleton at- 
. tended the Academy at Odessa, until seven- 
teen years of age, and afterwards spent two 
years at the New Jersey Conference Seminary. 
In 1853 he began farming on the ‘‘ Buck” farm, 
situated between Summit Bridge and Mt. Pleas- 
ant, where he remained twelve years, and in 
1864 removed to ‘‘ Stony Brook,” a farm loca- 
ted two miles south of Odessa, containing 240 
acres on which he still resides. Mr. Appleton 
has a fine orchard of 8,000 peach trees, which 
he has found profitable, but devotes the most 
of his farm to grain, and has been a very suc- 
cessful agriculturist. In politics he is a Repub- 
lican, and has acted with that party since its 
organization. His father’s family were devoted 
to the old Whig party. He was a strong 
Union man during the war, and in 1860 was 
elected a member of the State Legislature, 
proving himself a wise and safe legislator dur- 
ing that critical period. In early life he was 
active in political matters, but since 1866 has 
taken but little part in public affairs. He 





gan as a machinist to learn thai business at 
Hazleton, Pa. He continued until his twenty- 
first year when he went to Richmond, Va.,as en- 
gineer on the Richmond and Danville Railroad, 
in which position he was at the breaking 
out of the war. He then came north and after 
one year entered the Commissary Department 
of the U.S. Service, in which he continued until 
the close of the war, serving with the Army of 
the Potomac. Upon his return home he settled 
in Chester, Pennsylvania, and engaged in 
in the lumber business for three years, when 
he removed to North Carolina and engaged in 
the same business, remaining there for two 
years, when, in consequence of poor health he 
returned north. He came to Lebanon, Del., 
in 1869, and with John S. Collins, engaged in 
the business of canning fruits, under the firm- 
name of J. S. Collins & Co. In 1871 Mr. Wil- 
son purchased the farm upon which he now 
resides, but still continued in business with 
Mr. Collins until 1875. This business was not 
a success, owing to the destruction of their 
buildings and entire stock by fire, which 
partially disabled them. Mr. Wilson with- 
drew from the firm in 1875 and built his resi- 
dence and necessary outbuildings, as there 
were no buildings upon the land at the time it 
was purchased. He has seventy-two acres 
devoted to the culture of fruits; peaches, apples, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


cherries, strawberries, raspberries, and black 
berries. He is largely engaged in stock rais- | 
ing, being the largest breeder and shipper of! 
thoroughbred stock in the state. His farm is 
known as the ‘‘Sassafras Stock Farm,” and he| 
has been very successful in this specialty. He 
ships large numbers ofhis Plymouth Rock chick- 
ens to all parts of the country, and his tho- 
roughbred stock is much sought after by the 
farmers of his vicinity and beyond state lim- 
its. He thinks the best method to make the 
lands of Delaware more remunerative is to 
combine stock-breeding with fruit-growing. 
Mr. Wilson has spared neither pains nor money 
in securing the best foundation stock from re- 
liable parties, and making it an inflexible rule 
to allow nothing to leave his farm that is not 
as represented ; thus enabling purchasers to 
buy with as much certainty by correspondence 
as though they had seen the purchases before 
they made them. He was the first person to 
give his attention to improved dairying and 
dairy implements in his section of the coun- 
try, and is deserving of much credit for the 
benefit he has conferred on the general com- 
munity. Heis a Republican in politics, and is 
a devoted friend tothat party. He has beena 
member of the Presbyterian Church for ten 
years. He was made a Mason in 1865. He is 
a man of honor and fidelity, enjoying the con- 
fidence of the community and the respect of his 
many friends. He was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary S., daughter of Levi and Catherine 
(Speaker) Sterner, of Lewisburg, Pa. 











ee ORBIT, DANIEL, late of Odessa, was 

@) f born on the banks of the Schuylkill,near 
GAN Philadelphia, October 2, 1796. He was 
bay the son of William Corbit,who was born 
S” in the same locality November 10, 1745. 
William Corbit was a merchant, tanner andj} 
farmer. He married first Mary Pennell, and 
had one child, Pennell Corbit, who married 
the daughter of Gov. Clark. Thesecond wife of 
William Corbit was Sarah Fisher, a relative of 
Hon. John M. Clayton, and of Judge Geo. P. 
Fisher. They had one child,William F. Corbit, 
a prominent and wealthy merchant of Odessa. 
The third wife of William Corbit was Mary, 
daughter of John Cowgill, known in history 
as the Martyr Quaker of Little Creek, near 
Dover. By her he had five children: John C.; | 
Mary ; Thomas; Sarah, who married Pressley | 
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Spruance of Delaware, U. S. Senator; and 
Daniel, the subject of our sketch. William 
Corbit died August 1,1817. His parents were 
Daniel and Mary (Brinton) Corbit. The first 
American ancestor of the family was Daniel 
Corbit, a Scotch Quaker, who came to this 
country about the year 1700, and settled on 
Appoquinimink creek. William Corbit re- 
moved with his family to Cantwell’s Bridge, 
now Odessa, when his son Daniel was five 
years old, and resided in a large and impos- 
ing brick mansion, which is still standing 
in excellent condition. It was built by the 
father of William Corbit in 1773,.and was 
the home of Daniel Corbit-and his family 
through life. His widow died there in 1880. 
Daniel Corbit was educated in Smyrna, ata very 
excellent school of the Society of Friends. 
At the age of sixteen he became a clerk in the 
store of William F. Corbit, his elder brother, 
and at twenty-one purchased the tan-yard 
at Cantwell’s Bridge, an industry which had 
been in operation since 1765, and which 
he conducted with great success, till about 
1850. Shortly before that time he commenced 
investing his capital in real estate, to the im- 
provement of which he devoted himself after 
closing his business at the above date. He 
was among the earliest and most successful 
peach growers of that section. During all his 
life he was practically the lawyer of the town. 
Possessed of a clear mind and sound judg- 
ment, he wrote all the legal papers, deeds, 
wills, mortgages, required. He was for many 
years a director of the old Bank at Smyrna. In 
politics he was first a Federalist, next a 
Whig, and finally a Republican; and was very 
prominent in local and in public affairs. He 
was several times a member of the State 
Legislature, and was a member of the Consti- 
tutional Convention of 1852. Several times 
the attempt was made to nominate him for 
Governor, but this he peremptorily refused to 
allow. He was a man of the highest charac- 
ter. All his manner and appearance indicated 
the native nobility of his nature, and impressed 
all who met him. He was very benevolent, 


DEPARTMENT. 


j; and asa strict Friend, might well be chosen as 


a representative of the highest type of that 
order of christians. He was married in 
1333, to Eliza, daughter of Andrew Naudain, 
and sister of Arnold Naudain, U.S. Senator. 
She was a member of the M. E. Church, a lady 
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of remarkably lovely character, great intelli- | 
Their children were | 
now wife of| 


gence and fine culture. 
John Cowgill Corbit; Louisa A., 


DELAWARE. 


country can be insured only by the permanent 
ascendency of the Republican party. In 1875 
Mr. Corbit joined the Presbyterian Church, of 


Captain Charles Corbit of St. Georges, a dis-| which his wife was a member, and is acting as 


tant cousin; 
four years; Dr. 
in the Surgeon General's department in Wash- 
ington, and who died in July, 188 
Wheeler Corbit. 
ber, 1844. In April, 1847, Mr. Corbit married 
his cousin, Mary Corbit, daughter of David 
Wilson, a prominent and successful merchant 
of Odessa, of whom see notice in this volume, 
Mary, wife of E. Tatnail Warner, of Wilming- 
ton, was the only child of this marriage. Mrs. 
Mary Corbit was a lady of striking sweetness 
and amiabillty of character. Her great be- 
nevolence, and her kindness and delicate con- 
sideration even for strangers, made her univer- 
sally beloved. Well-read and possessing a 
mind of an uncommon order, she was a most 
pecne companion for her husband. Mr. Cor- 
bit dicd in May, 1877, and his widow followed 


him, March 21, 1880. 


2, and Daniel 


SP Cire DANIEL. . WHEELER... of 
i( Odessa, was born, March 7, 1843. His 
father was Daniel Corbit, of whom see 
© sketch in this volume. His mother 
Ge was Miss Eliza Naudain, daughter of 
Andrew Naudain and sister of Hon. Arnold 
Naudain, United States Senatcr from Dela- 
ware. Daniel W. Corbit was the fourth son, 
and at the age of twelve years was sent to the 
Friends’ Boarding School at West Town, then 
under the supervision of Samuel Alsop. After 
spending three years at this school he passed 
one year at the Friends’ School in Wilmington, 
Del., and another year in Delaware City, pre- 
paratory to entering college. In 1860 he en- 
tered the sophomore class of the Haverford 
Friends’ College, where he remained until his 
promotion to the senior class, and was then 
called home to attend to duties devolving upon 
him in consequence of the absence of his 
brother-in-law, Captain Charles Corbit, who 
had joined the army for the suppression of the 
rebellion. Mr. Corbit immediately gave his 
attention to agricultural pursuits, devoting 
much time and many acres of land to peach- 
growing, making this business a success. In 
politics he has been a decided Republican, 
firmly believing that the best good of the 





Mrs. Corbit died in Decem- | 


Daniel, who died at the age of} trustee and treasurer of Drawyer’s Church. 
William Brinton Corbit, long | 


He was united in marriage on the 13th of Oc- 
| tober, 1870, to Miss Mary C. Higgins, daughter 
/of Anthony M. Higgins, of New Castle county. 
Two daughters, Sally Clark and Louisa Nau- 
dain, have been born to them of their mar- 


riage. 


| Cao OWNSEND, GEORGE LYBRAND, 
34 G ex-Legislator and a Farmer of Appo- 

‘Up quinimick hundred, was born on the 
Chey 2nd day of January, 1841. His father 
| )) was Sylvester D. Townsend, a farmer 
| 





of New Castle hundred, who was born, October 
5, 1801,and died, April 6, 1872. He wasaman 
of great integrity, and was a Commissioner of 
the Levy Court from 1864 until 1868. His 
mother was Abigail, daughter of Thomas and 
Abigail Layman, of ChesterCounty,Pa. She 
was born, January 4, 1812, and was married to 
Mr. Townsend, June 25, 1838. She was an 
active member of the M. E. church, a lady of 
great moral worth, and died March Io, 1862. 
The Townsends were of English origin, and 
probably emigrated to this country in the 
early part of the last century. The subject of 
this sketch is the only representative of his 
father’s family. He attended the schools of 
his neighborhood until the age of 17 years, 
when he was sent to the Delaware Military 
Academy at Wilmington, under the care of 
Col. Theodore Hyatt. Owing to illness his 
studies were frequently interrupted, and after 
two years he was compelled to abandon them. 
He returned home and assisted his father in 
farming until he gained his majority, at which 
time he began agricultural life on his own ac- 
count upon a farm in Pencader hundred, near 
Summit Bridge, which he now owns, and con- 
tains about 200acres. Hehasa fine orchard of 
5,000 peachtrees upon thisestate. After eight 
years he came to reside upon a farm belonging 
to his father-in-law, the late Rev. Levi Scott, 
D. D., Senior Bishop of the M. E. church, and 
has been employed in growing cereals and cul- 
tivating fruits. This farm contains a growing 
orchard of about 16,000 peach trees and other 
fruits in abundance. Mr. Townsend has been 
a successful farmer, and his intelligence and 
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integrity have made him very prominent as a| 
public man and agriculturist. He has been) 
an ardent Republican from the beginning, and | 
through the late war was earnest in his attach- | 
ment to the Union, and for all needful meas- 
ures to put down the rebellion. In 1874 he} 
was the Republican candidate for the State 
Senate. Mr. Townsend is an active member 
of the M. E. church, which he joined in 1867, 
at Odessa, Del. He has served as trustee in| 
the M. E. church for a number of years, and | 
has been superintendent of the Sunday school | 
at Odessa. He was unitedin marriage, Decem- | 
ber 12, 1866, to Miss Cornelia Janes, youngest | 
daughter of Bishop Levi Scott, D. D., of! 
Odessa, Del. Seven children have been born | 
of this’ marriage, viz.: Levi Scott, Sylvester | 
Deputy, George Lybrand, Jr., Cornelia, Mar- 
tha, and William. S., and Henry 'S., ‘twins, 
now in their second year. Mr. Townsend was 
elected a member of the General Assembly of 
the State of Delaware from New Castle county’ | 
and tock his seat, January 4, 1881, and. served | 
as a member of several committees with much 





credit. 





<5in Dover, August 6,1779. His father, Dr. 
Charles G. Ridgely, eminent as a physi- 
cian and a man, died while he was a 
boy, and his training and education de- 
volved on his mother, a lady of strong sense, 
highly cultivated, refined, and richly endowed 
with intellectual gifts. Her maternal love, 
guided by a wise judgment and fervent piety, 
directed with more than ordinary care the 
education of her eldest son. She was 
Ann, the youngest daughter of William Moore, 
of Moore Hall,Penna., well known in theearly 
annals of that colony, and the ancestor of 
some of its most eminent citizens. Mr. 
Ridgely was educated at Dickinson College 
from which he graduated with honor during 
the Presidency of the celebrated Dr, Nes- 
bitt. He pursued his legal studies at Lan- 
caster, Pa., under the care and direction of 
his relative Charles Smith, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar of Delaware, about 1802. 
It was at this time that Mr. Ridgeiy was de- 
sired by his friend, Dr. Barrett,of Dover, a gen- | 
tleman of high standing, the grandfather of 
Hon. N. B. Smithers, to be the bearer of a 
challenge to Mr. Shields, of Wilmington, who 
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had grossly insulted him. Mr. Shields refused 
to fight Dr. Barrett,but in turn challenged Mr. 
Ridgely as the bearer of the message. This 
the latter felt obliged, according to the evil 
sentiment of that time, to accept, and the duel 
was fought. Mr. Ridgely was severely wounded 
and his life, for a time, despaired of. He had, 
in his misfortune, the sympathy of the entire 
community, and the odium attached to his op- 
ponent was so great that he left Wilmington, 
Mr. Ridgely recovered, and November 21, 
1803, was married to Sarah, daughter of John 
Banning, of Dover, a lady refined, intellectual 
and lovely, and his domestic relations were 
most happy. At the time of his admission to 
the bar, a number of Delaware’s most gifted 
lawyers, Caesar A. Rodney, Van Dyke, George 
Read, Jr., and others of a similar order of intel- 
lect, were at the height of their popularity, 
yet he rapidly made his way into a lucrative 
practice. His talent, candor, and great moral 
integrity, gave him a commanding influence. 
His honesty shone conspicuously, and in the 
path of duty he was firm and unswerving. He 
was made President of the Farmers Bank at 
Dover, which office he held from the time of 
its incorporation in 1807, till a short time be- 
fore his death, when his failing health induced 
him to resign, having then held it for forty 
consecutive years. He was elected a Repre- 
sentative to the U. S. Congress from Dela- 
ware in 1811, re-elected by a large majority in 
1813, and declined the nomination in 1815. He 
was appointed Secretary of State in 1817, by 
Governor John Clark, again, by Governor Stout, 
and again, by Governor Paynterin 1824 He de- 
voted himself, with unremitting assiduity to 
the duties of this office, collected all the 
papers belonging to it, which had been greatly 
scattered ; arranged them in proper order, 
looked up the archives of the State and thus 
saved much of importance and great interest 
to posterity. He was one of the leaders of 
the Federal party in his State and became an 
active politician. Before the people, in elec- 
tioneering campaigns, he was most effective, 
but always open and honorabie, refusing to 
lend his assistance or listen to any unfair course 
for the advancement of either his party or him- 
self. He was electedand re-elected to the Leg- 
islature of his state and framed some of its most 
important laws. Most active in his profession, 
he yet sought every opportunity to benefit 
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others and the public, accepting with this view 
the comparatively inferior office of Levy Court | 
Commissioner, and by patient industry, re-| 
stored the financial affairs of Kent county to 
an orderly condition, and to the substantial 
basis on which they now rest. Hearing that 
there was mismanagement of the finances, and 
discomfort in the County Almshouse, he re- 
quested to be made trustee of the Poor, and 
brought about many reforms, added greatly to 
the comfort of the paupers, and yet saved the 
county much expense. He never sought office 
for his own bencfit, but declined distinguished 
positions, among them the office of Chancellor 
of the state in 1830, and afterward the office of 
Chief Justice. One of his most prominent 
characteristics was his attention and kindness to 
the young, who were drawn to him by his 
genial manner and the interest he took in their 
sports and pleasures, and he thus found many 
opportunities to instillinto their minds the mo- 
tives and principles which governed his own 
life. Many have referred to him as first awak- | 
ening in their minds an ambition toattain toan 





honorable position in life. He was always ready 
to give substantial aid to those who needed it. 
He was. sent to the United States Senate in 
1827, and both in that body, and in the House, 
. was ever anxious for ‘‘home protection,” and 
always gave his vote and influence for a pro- 
tective tariff. He was a pleasant speaker, gen- 
erally ready in debate, and had made public 
affairs the study of his life ; yet in the presence 
of Calhoun, Clay, Webster and the men of their 
day, his modesty made him taciturn, but though 
quiet, he had great influence. His unwearied 
industry, strict probity, clear views and sound 
judgment, with his calm demeanor, inspired 
respect and confidence, which, with those 
admitted to a nearer acquaintance, ripened into 
the warmest feelings of friendship. His con- 
versation in after years was enriched with many 
pleasant reminiscences of the distinguished men 
who then formed so bright a galaxy of talent 
in Washington. His memory was remarkably 
retentive, and in social life he was very agree- 
able and instructive. His voice was full and 
well modulated, and he had a fund of historic 
lore, always at his command, which gave him 
great advantage over those less accurate in their 
information. He wasa well-formed, fine-looking 
man. Though living in a slave state he regarded | 
slavery as wrong, and though he frequently | 
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purchased slaves, he liberated them after he 
considered they had repaid him by their labor, 
the money expendedin their purchase. Many of 
these returned to him when sick or disabled, 
and were taken care of till their death. Mr. 
Ridgely retired from the arduous duties of his 
profession and from public life in 1832, after 
which he gave muchattention to his agricultural 
January 14, 1837, his “ beloved and 
affectionate wife,” Sarah Banning, died He 
married, May 17, 1842, his second wife, Sallie 
Ann Comegys, daughter of the late Governor, 
Cornelius Comegys ; she still survives him. He 
had no children by this second marriage. On 
Monday, March 23, 1846, while enjoying his 
usual good health, he was suddenly attacked 
with apolexy, but receiving immediate at- 
tention obtained relief. Still, from this time, 
his health declined, notwithstanding the resis- 
tance of his naturally strong constitution. He 
had, the following winter, several lighter at 

tacks, andin July, 1847, a violent illness, under 
which he sank rapidly. He gave suitabie and 
most impressive advice to his children, partic- 
ularly enjoining upon them to be upright and 
honorable in life, and never, even in thought, 
to deviate from the paths of honesty and vir- 
tue. He desired that his tombstone should 
contain these words: ‘‘Died in the blessed 
hope of a glorious immortality,” being a firm 
believer in christianity, and had taken great 
pains to instillits principles into the minds of 
his children. He was greatly attached to the 
Protestant Episcopal church, in which form of 
worship he had been brought up. He died 
with the calmness of a christian and with un- 
wavering trust, on Friday, August 6, 1847, his 
birthday ; aged 68 years. He was buried where 
many of his family rest, in the Protestant 
Episcopal church yard, in Dover. He left six 
children to survive him. 


interests. 


ety ARTIN, HUGH, M. D., Physician, of 
\ic4 Seaford, Del., was born in that town 
Lye JULY T5830. 





~ %. His father was Captain 
Ae Hugh Martin, a well-known citizen of 
< Delaware. His mother was Mrs. Sophia 
(Willis) Martin,of Sussex county. There were 
ten children of this marriage, of whom six are 
living. The subject of this sketch was the 
third son and fifth child of his parents. He re- 
ceived his academic education in Wilmington, 
at the school of John Bullock, where he re- 
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mained for three years, and at ‘“Claremont,”! Richards, Esq., of Sussex county. Mrs. Mar- 


near Frankford, Philadelphia. 
February, 1849, he went to California in com- 
pany with his brother Luther, of whom see 
plate and sketch. They took passage in the 
steamer Crescent City to Aspinwall and ar- 
rived safely in California the following July, on 
the 5th day of the month. Dr. Martin was a 
member of the ‘‘William Penn” Mining Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, and operated for three 
months on the Sacramento River. He was 
compelled to return home with his brother, 
who had fallen sick, and arrived in Seaford at his 
father’s house, April, 1850. Dr. Martin began 


the study of medicine in 1850 in the office of 


Dr. J. P. H. Shipley, matriculated at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland in the city of Baltimore, 
and graduated in the class of 1853 from that 
time-honored institution. He was a student 


in the office of Professor Chew, of Baltimore. 


He returned to his native town and entered 
upon the practice of his profession, in which he 
has been emploved most of the time since. 
He has had a large practice and has been a 
successful physician. Dr. Martin has al- 
ways been a Democrat in politics. In 1856 
he was elected on the Democratic ticket to 
the State Legislature, and served in the ses- 
sion of 1857 with great credit to himself and 
constituents. During this term he served on 
several committees, and was made chairman 
of the Committee on Education. In April, 
1858, he was appointed by President Buchanan 
consul to Matanzas, succeeding Mr. Garesche 
in that position. He served in this capacity 
for three years when, in 1861, he resigned and 
returned to the United States, and in 1864 re- 
sumed his profession in Seaford. He was again 


elected to the State Legislature, serving in| 


the session of 1873. In 1876 he was elected 
far the third time to the General Assembly, 
and served in the session of 1877 as Speaker 
of the House. His public services have been 
exceedingly gratifying to his friends and con- 
stituents. Dr. Martin is a State Director 
of the Farmers’ Bank, at Georgetown, having 
been elected to that position by the Legis- 
lature during its last session. In Septem- 
ber, 1878, he was appointed as one of the 
trustees of Delaware College by Governor 
Cochran, and he still retains that position. 
He was united in marriage onthe 11th of June, 


1866, to Miss Sallie C., daughter of Edward, 


On the 5th of 








| missioned as a Lieutenant. 





tin is a lineal descendant of John Richards, of 
England, who upon emigrating to this country, 
patented large tracts of land in Northwest 
Fork hundred, Sussex county, and in Dor- 
chester county, Md. The patents for these 
lands are still in existence, and were obtained 
from Lord Baltimore. They bear the scals of 
the first King Charles, Lord Baltimore and 
Governor Ogle; the dates of 1622, 1633, 1640, 
and 1648. Three children are the fruit of this 
marriage, Edward Richards and Hugh, who 
are twins, and Samuel Kirkwood Martin. 


eae UPONT, REAR ADMIRAL SAM’L 
Hit FRANCIS, was born at Bergen Point, 
(Ze) New Jersey, September 27, 1803. His 
10 parents, Victor DuPont and Gabrielle 
S 


Josephine Lafitte de Pelleport, were 


in 1799, and in 1809 removed with their family 
to the State of Delaware. Mr. Madison and 
Mr. Jefferson were both warm friends of Pierre 
Samuel DuPont de Nemours, the grandiather 
of the subject of this sketch, and he was ap- 
pointed by Mr. Madison, a midshipman in the 
navy, December I9, 1815. About the same 
time, he received an appointment to West 
Point, but preferred the navy. Mr. Jefferson 
wrote at the same time to Mr. DuPont in the 
most complimentary and affectionate terms, 
expressing the hope that his grandson would 
become one of our high Admirals, and bear a 
distinguished part in the defence .of his 
country. It is pleasant to reflect that the boy 
of twelve lived to more than fulfill the fondest 
hopes of his illustrious friends. His first cruise 
was in the franklin, seventy-four gun-ship, 
under Commodore Stewart, (whose youthful 
aid he was,) on the Mediterranean station. 
Towards the end of his cruise he joined the 
Erze, and in these two ships saw three years’ 
service. His second cruise was in the frigate 
Constitution, also onthe Mediterranean station, 
and he next served in the old Congress frigate 
on the West India station and on the coast of 
Brazil. His fourth cruise was under Commo- 
dore John Rodgers, in the North Carolina, 
seventy-four, on the Mediterranean station. 
On that ship he was soon promoted to be 
sailing master, and in April, 1826, was com- 
He again served 
three years in the Mediterranean,on board the 


natives of France, who emigrated to America 
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_ Captain DuPont relieved his first commander, 
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sloop of war Ontario, and in 1835, in the Gulf} 
of Mexico on the Warren and Constellation | 
during the [Florida war. Frorn 1838 to 1841, | 
he served on board the United States ship, 
Ohio in the Mediterranean. He was promoted | 
to the rank of Commander in 1842, and in 
1843 sailed in command of the brig Perry for | 
China, but severe illness compelled his return 
after reaching Rio Janeiro. In 1845 he was} 
appointed to command the frigate Coxgress, 
flag-ship of Commodore Stockton, bound to 
the Pacific, and arrived on the coast of Cali- 
fornia at the first outbreak of the Mexican 
War. On arriving at Monterey he was im- 
mediately transferred to the command of the 
sloop of war, Cyaue. The limits of this sketch 
forbid the recapitulation of his brilliant ser- | 
vices in that war, but they are preserved in 
the history of his country. In 1855 he was pro- 
moted to the rank of Captain, and in 1857 was 
sent on special service to China and Japan, in 
command of the steam frigate Minnesota, con- 
veying the United States Minister, Mr, Wil- 
liam B. Reed, to ratify important treaties 
with those countries. In December, 1860, 


the distinguished veteran, Commodore Stew- 
art, in the command of the Philadelphia Navy- 
yard. Just preceding the outbreak of the re- 
bellion, in 1861, when the travel to Washing- 
ton was interrupted and all communication 
with that city cut off, he, on his own authority, 
sent officers, men and artillery to the Susque- 
hanna, and an armed steamer to the Chesa- 
peake, to protect the transit of troops to 
Annapolis. In June he was called to Wash- 
ington, and made President of a board, which, 
after laborious examination and study of the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, by means of the 
archives of the coast survey, made elaborate 
reports and memoirs, which became the basis 
of naval operations during the war. In Sep- 
tember he was appointed Flag Officer of the 
South-Atlantic blockading squadron, and in 
October sailed from New York in command of 
the naval part of the joint expedition, 
which captured the Port Royal forts and 
harbor on the 7th of November, 1861. That 
combat was one of the most brilliant, sustained 
and fruitful actions of the navy during the 
war, and one of the most striking successes of 
ships over forts of equal power. This was fol- 





lowed by active operations and many suc- 


DELAWARE. 


cesses on the sea coast and inland waters, and 
an ever increasing stringency in the blockade 
of the coast. On the 16th of July, 1862, Cap- 
tain DuPont was appointed a Rear Admiral in 
the navy. The attempt to take Charleston, 
on the 7th of April, 1863, failed, because the 
army could not co-operate ; and to insure suc- 
cess in such an attempt, as the Admiral had 
informed the Department, troops were neces- 
sary. The naval attack with thirty-two guns 
against between two and three hundred, and 
amidst formidable obstructions of the chan- 
nels, was heroically made and persisted in un- 
til one half the guns were silenced, and it be- 
came evident that, to renew it, would only be 
to destroy the iron-clads, or risk their falling 
into the hands of theenemy. Admiral du Pont’s 
decision was approved by the gallant and ex- 
perienced commanders of the monitors, and he 
withdrew from the harbor, having received or- 
ders from the President and Navy Department 
to send the iron-clads immediately to the Gulf 
of Mexico, where they were greatly needed. 


a Lhe « PHBL BR Pale eet NS AES 
His judgment on uns occasion was not ap- 


proved by the Navy Department, but was fully 


confirmed by subsequent events. Charleston 
fell, not by any naval attack, but by the ad- 
vance of General Sherman’s army. Admiral 
du Pont was recalled from his command on 
June 3d, 1863, although, through the delays 
in the arrival of his successor, he was not re- 
lieved till the 3d of July. The capture of the 
Atlanta by Captain John Rodgers, whom the 
Admiral had sent to intercept her, shed a 
parting halo round the close of his active 
career. When not engaged in sea service, 
Captain du Pont was employed by the Navy 
Department on boards, commissions, court- 
martials and courts of inquiry, without num- 
ber. He was on the commission authorized by 
Congress to examine into the Light House es- 
tablishment of the United States, with a view 
to its improvement, and was a member of the 
permanent Light House Board, which intro- 
duced the present admirable system of light- 
ing our coast. He was one of two officers 
appointed by Secretary Bancroft, in 1844, to 
consider and draw up a plan for the organiza- 
tion of the Naval Academy, afterwards estab- 
lished at Annapolis, and was frequently a 
member of the Board of Excminers at that in- 
stitution. In the strength of his manhood he 
made open profession of his religious belief 
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and during the intervals of his naval duties, jSfontgomery, September, 1861, he was placed 


warmly interested himselfin the affairs of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, of which he was 
a communicant. 


He was a member of the influence of Governor Olden. 


'in command of the First New Jersey Volun- © 


teers by the War Department, through the 
He immediately 


State and General Conventions, and on the /reported at Alexandria and took command of 


floor of the latter, poured out, in unstudied elo- 
quence, his wide experience and deep convic- 
tions of the value of Foreign missions. His 
well-known interest in this work led to his 
election to the position of President of the 
American Church Missionary Society. Some 
months after his return from the South Atlan- 
tic Squadron, his health, which had been im- 
paired since his cruise in the China seas, began | 
seriously to fail. Travel in Europe was recom- 
mended, but he could not be prevailed on to 
leave his country in time of war. He died in 
Philadelphia, (whither he had gone for a brief 
visit,) on the 23d of June, 1865. 


(6256 ORBERT, BREVET MAJOR GEN 
ris ALFRED, T. Aj, late ofthe U.S. Army, 
& uy was born at Gaasserony n, July 1, 1833. 
SOx His father was jUualhai ee aoe mene a 
farmer of Sussex county, a local minis- 

ter of the M.E. church, and cashier of the bank 
at Georgetown. He died in 1853. His mother 
was Catherine, daughter of Arthur Milby, Esq., 
of Sussex county, and is still living. Alfred 
Torbert attended the academy at Georgetown, 


_until seventeen years old, when he entered 


West Point Military Academy, from which he 
graduated July 1, 1855, and was promoted as 
Brevet Second Lieutenant of Infantry. He was 
immediately ordered to the frontier for duty, 
conducting recruits to Fort McIntosh, Texas, 
and scouting against the Lipan Indians. He 
was promoted to the rank of Second Lieuten- 
ant Fifth Infantry, July 19, 1855. In 1856-7 
he served in the Florida hostilities against the 
Seminole Indians, and in 1857, served in Utah, 
under Gen. A.S. Johnson, up to 1860. He re- 


turned home in 1861 on his first leave of ab-| 


sence, remaining ten days, when, at the break- 
ing out of the war, he was ordered to New Jer- 
sey, for the purpose of mustering into the U. 


S. service, the troops from that State. He} 


had, in the meantime, been promoted to First 
Lieutenant. By his efficient service and sold- 


ierly bearing while engaged in New Jersey, he | 


won the regards of all with whom his duties, 
associated him, and especially of Governor 
Olden, and upon the promotion of Colonel 


lhis regiment. 





On the 25th of the same month 
his rank in the regular army was advanced to 
that of Captain. Colonel Torbert’s regiment 


| was attached to the First New Jersey Brigade, 


which, at that time, was commanded by the 
| gallant General Kearney, who gave the Colo- 
| nel a hearty reception. While in command of 
this regiment he served through the Viginia 
Peninsula campaign, and engaged in the siege 
of Yorktown in 1862, also, in the campaign of 
Northern Virginia, being engaged in the bat- 
tle of Manassas, August 29 and 30. In this 
engagement the Brigade lost heavily in killed 
and wounded, and it was kept some time in re- 
serve. By the death of General Taylor Colo- 
nel Torbert became commander of the Brigade, 
and it was not brought into action until the 
battle of South Mountain, September 14, 1862. 
| Were accurred one of the most brilliant affairs 
of the campaign, which doubtless placed the 
star on the shoulders of Torbert. The enemy 
iwere strongly posted, and commanded the 
pass, which it was necessary to carry at any 
hazard. Repeated attempts had been made 
to dislodge the enemy, posted behind stone 
walls at the foot of the slope ; each attack had 
been repulsed, and the ammunition of those in 
front had been spent. At this critical mo- 
ment the general in command (Newton) came 
to Torbert and asked him whether he thought 
his men would storm the pass With full con- 
fidence in the courage of his men, and a little 
piqued by the question, he quickly replied, “My 
imen will storm h—l, sir, if I give the com- 
mand !”—‘‘ Go ahead, sir !” said the general ; 
and it was not long before the pass was won. 
He was promoted to Brigadier-General, vol- 
unteers, November 29, 1862, directly after the 
|battle of Antietam, where the First New 
Jersey Brigade distinguished itself under his 
/command. General Torbert served in the 
principal battles in which the Army of the 
Potomac was engaged, until assigned to duty 
_as Chief of Cavalry under General Sheridan, 

in 1864, having three divisions under his com- 
mand. The services of hiscommand here are 
well-known in history, and were of the highest 
importance, being engaged in the action of 
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Winchester, August 17; action of Kearnys- 


in the field, mounted on one of his splendid 


ville, August 25; battle of Opequan, Septem-|horses, and directing one of his impetuous 


ber 19; of Milford, September 22; Luray, 
September 24; Waynesboro, September 28; 
Mount Crawford, October 2; and Tom’s Run, 
October 9; battle of Cedar Creek, October 19; 
actions near Middleton, November 12; Liberty 
Mills, December 22, and Gordonsville, Decem- 
ber 23,1864. For his distinguished services 
during the rebellion he was made Brevet 
Major-General United States Volunteers, 
September 9, 1864; and for gallant and meri- 
torious services at the battle of Winchester, 
Virginia, he was made Brevet Colonel in the 
regular army, September I9, 1864. He was 
then placed in command of the Army of the 
Shenandoah, with his headquartersat Winches- 
ter, and continued in that position from April 
22 to July 12, 1865. The war of the rebellion 
being ended, he, by a firm yet kind adminis- 
tration of affairs in the Valléy; endeared him- 
self to the people, and did much to conciliate 
those who had but lately been in arms against 
the Government. He was turther promoted 
to the rank of Brevet Brigadier-General 
United States Army, March 13, 1865, for 
gallant and meritorious services at the battle 
of Cedar Creek, Virginia, and, from the same 
date, Brevet Major-General United States 
‘Army, for gallant and meritorious services in 
the field during the rebellion. He was in 
command of the District of Winchester from 
July 12, to September 1, 1865, and of the Dis- 
trict of Southeastern Virginia from September I, 
to December 31, 1865. He was mustered out of 
the volunteer service, January 15, 1866, and re- 
signed fromthe regular army, October 31, 1866, 
settling at Milford. Onthe 17th day of January, 
1866, he was married at Milford, to Miss Mary 
E., only child of the late Daniel Curry, 
who, in his lifetime was one of the prominent 
and leading men of the State. At this wed- 
ding were assembled many of the army 
officers, some of them of highest rank, the late 
companions-in-arms of General Torbert. Gen- 
eral Torbert’s military history is thus out- 
lined, but his dash, vigilance and prompti- 
tude, his magnetic force as a leader, and stra- 
tegic ability as a general officer would re- 
quire more space than we can command 
merely to instance. Adequately to set forth 
his merits as a soldier, one would need to 








charges as he launched his squadrons against 
the formidable ranks of the brave enemy. 
In 1868 he ran for Congress on the Republican 
ticket, but as the Democratic party wasin a 
large majority in the State, was defeated. 
April 1, 1869, he was appointed Minister Resi- 
dent of the Republic of Salvador, and made 
Consul General of Havana, July 10, 1871. He 
was appointed Consul General at Paris, No- 
vember 7, 1873, and filled this position as he 
had done every other in life, with honor to 
his country. In the diplomatic service ren- 
dered by General Torbert, he was remarkably 
popular and won the highest consideration as 
well in Paris as in Mexico and Salvador, mak- 
ing many friends among the noted men of each 
of these countries, to whom it was a cause of 
perpetual wonder that the calm and finished 
gentlemen, whose youthful face and grand per- 
son, as first seen by them, could be the hero 
of so many battles, and whose deeds as a leader 
in both arms of the service, infantry and cav- 
alry, had made him known to the world, in 
connection with the ‘‘Great War of the Re- 
bellion.” Upon his return from Paris, he, in 1878, 
was engaged in looking after his landed estate, 
and tcok great interest in his thoroughbred 
stock. He was always an adept in the man- 
agement of horses, and the kindliness of his 
nature was evinced alike by the admiration he 
had for them, and the care and gentleness with 
which he treated them. But who can measure 
thecalamity of hissad end! The wreck of the 
Vera Cruz, August 29th—the last struggle 
with engulphing waters—then all that could die 
of the gallant Torbert was cast cold and un- 
resisting on the coast of Florida. His remains 
arrived in Milford, and, on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1880, were followed by a multitude from 
many of the states of the Union, in sad pro- 


cession to the grave ; feeling all too truly that 
“ He sleeps his last sleep, 
He has fought his last battle, 
No sound can awake him to glory again,” 


eee REV. RICHARD BRISCOE, 
fi D. D., was born in Baltimore, Novem- 
ber 11, 1838, son of Columbus E. and 
Mato Catherine (Grafflin) Cook. They had 





Samuel G. B. and J. Glenn Cook, now con- 


have witnessed his handling of his divisions | ducting a large commission hardware business 
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‘entered Columbian College, (now University,) 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


under the firm name of Samuel G. B. Cook & 
Co., Baltimore. One of the daughters, Louisa | 
Presbury, is the wife of Rev. George Bowen, 
of Vineland, N. J. Richard B. Cook attended 
the schools of Baltimore, and was for five years 
engaged in commercial life. He was converted, 
and united, April 12, 1857, with the Seventh | 
Baptist Church, of Baltimore, in which he be- 
came very active. Being urged by his pastor, 
Rev. Richard Fuller, D. D., he decided to de- | 
vote himself to the Christian ministry, and 
giving up his position ina wholesale house, 


Washington, D.C. He took the Davis prize 
medal for elocution in his junior year, and | 
graduated A. B.in 1863. He studied theology | 
with the President of the College, in which he 
was at the same time tutor in the Greek lan- 
guage. He received from his Alma Mater the | 
degree of A. M. in 1868, and in 1882 the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity. He was 
licensed to preach, August 5, 1862, and or- 
dained in October, 1864. From the 14th of! 
that month he supplied the Holmesburg Bap- 
tist Church, of Philadelphia, for eleven years. 
Their house of worship, which was a small 
and very plain building, was destroyed by fire 
in the spring of 1865. In about two years 
they dedicated, on the same site, a large and 
handsome two-story brown stone structure, 
costing about $22,000, and free of debt. A 
few years later they purchased a lot in Byberry 
and erected achapel, which was also dedicated 
free of debt, having cost about $4,000, and 
started a Sunday school and mission station. 
Also during these eleven years, 100 persons were 
baptized, a large amount of money raised for 
benevolent and missionary purposes, the Sab- 
bath school was greatly improved in member- 
ship and efficiency, and the pastor’s salary was 
tripled. In 1871 Mr. Cook received a call to 
the Second Baptist Church, Wilmington, 
which he declined at the earnest solicitation 
of his Holmesburg charge. He became, how- 
ever, pastor of the Wilmington church, De- 
cember 1, 1875. In about one year after his 
settlement, 172 persons, mostly adults, had 
been added to the membership of the church. 
147 of whom were by baptism. The Sabbath 
school was also greatly increased, and a large 
Bible class of both sexes was formed and 
taught by the pastor. The total additions to 
the church now number 287, the net increase 








|being 150. 


jin 1874. Over 


| street, Philadelphia. 
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During the past six years the 
church has contributed annually an average of 


| $1,000 for benevolent and missionary purposes. 


Under the care of Dr. Cook it continues in a 
very prosperous condition. He was moderator 


for one year of the Central Union Association, 


Pennsylvania, and was elected President of the 
Philadelphia Conference of Baptist ministers 
that body he presided a year, 
having previously been vice-president for the 
same length of time. He is the author of 
‘*The Early and Later Delaware Baptists,” a 
history of the denomination in the State from 
1701 to 1880. It forms a book of I50 pages, 
illustrated, and is published by the American 
Baptist Publication Society, 1420 Chestnut 
Nearly 1,000 copies have 
been sold. Dr. Cook is also the author of sev- 
eral articles in “The Baptist Encyclopcedia,” 
and of the sketch of the Baptist Church in 
Delaware, contained in this volume. He was 
married, February 15, 1866, to Miss Louisa 
Love, daughter of Daniel S. and Maria (Carr) 


| Kerfoot, of Kerfoot, Fauquier county, Va. 


Their five children are, Florence Edith, Edward 
Glenn, Ida Walter, Catherine Grafflin and 
Mary Dorsett Cook. 


hee USEY, ISRAEL, Morocco Manufac- 
ef turer and Capitalist, of Wilmington, 
C v was born in London Grove Township, 
Sy Chester county, Pa., August 21, 1811, 
and died in Wilmington, May 7, 1870, 

aged 68 years. After reaching manhood he 
engaged in the business of tanning and curry- 
ing, at London Grove, which he continued 
until 1838, when he removed to Wilmington. 
He bought the property at Fourth and Orange 
streets and began the leather and currying 
business, which he conducted successfully until 
1845. He formed a partnership with Messrs. 
Scott & Marr, morocco manufacturers at Third 
and Tatnall streets. Later on, the firm became 
Pusey, Scott & Co. The quiet, yet strict and 
upright business habits of Mr. Pusey, joined 
with economy and prudence, and the thorough 
practical mastery of the business of manufac- 
turing morocco possessed by his partner, Mr. 
Scott, soon placed this firm among the fore- 
most intheir line. In 1866 they removed to 
their new factory at Third and Madison streets, 
a large structure suited to their growing trade, 
and where they acquired a reputation which 
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DELAWARE, 


is yet retained for the manufacture of superior , ried Hannah, daughter of Henry and Rachel 


goods. 
ing an interest in the iron business of D. H. 


Kent & Co., of which he had been a special | 


partner since 1872, and in which he continued 
until his death. 
First National Bank of Wilmington, and was 
a director of this successful institution for a 
period of fifteen years. Mr. Pusey was a con- 
sistent member of the Society of Friends and 
a regular attendant at their meetings. He was 
greatly esteemed in the community in which 
he lived; was of a retiring and unambitious 
disposition, and successful in all his business 
enterprises. His more marked characteristics, 
socially, were his charity and kindness, which 
seemed spontaneous and from the heart; and 
these won the hearts of all who were favored 
with intimate or even business relations with 
him. Now that his career has closed on earth, 
those who knew him will find in their remem- 
brance of his beneficent life, much to admire, 
and, we trust, much which they may properly 
emulate. Mr. Pusey married Mary Ann, 
daughter of Levi Hayes, of Chester county, 
Pa., December 29, 1836. His widow survives 
him, and their three daughters, Mary E., wife 
of Colonel D. H. Kent; S. Ellen, wife of W. Y. 
Warner, and Emeline K., widow of Samuel 


Middleton, are still living. 


ENT, BENJAMIN, who died in the 
city of Wilmington, November 29, 1881, 
5 was the representative of that family 
of Kents who have long had their 
homesin Chester County, Penna. The 
founder of the family in Pennsylvania was 
Daniel Kent, a cutler by trade, who emigrated 
from Irelandin1785. He was married at Brad- 
ford meeting, April 28, 1791, to Esther, daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Elizabeth Hawley. He pur- 
chased a farm in East Fallowfield township, 
Chester County, where most of this family 
were born. Seven children were of this mar- 
riage, viz.: William, Joseph, Elizabeth, Anne. 
Mary, Daniel, and Benjamin, the subject of this 
sketch. The elder Daniel Kent, was a Justice 
of the Peace in and for Chester County, by 
appointment of successive Governors of Penn- 
sylvania, for about twenty years. 





reared upon the farm of his father. He mar- 


He retired from this firm in 1874, hav- | Simmons. 


He assisted in organizing the | 


Benjamin | 
_ was the youngest child of his parents, and was 


Her mother, after the death of her 
first husband, married Nathan Sharpless ; pre- 
| vious to her marriage to Henry Simmons she 
| was a Preston. She was a Public Friend, and 
'for more than sixty years a preacher of that 
society. It was her son, John Simmons, who, 
'for more than thirty years, was the head of the 
| Locust Street Female Institute, Philadelphia. 
|The children of Benjamin and Hannah Kent, 
were: Rachel, who died in her twenty-fourth 
year; Henry S.; Esther, who died May 13, 
1873. 
and was the editor and publisher of the Chz/- 
dren's Friend, which she started in West Ches- 
iter in 3866, and continued to edit until her 
death, after which it was continued by her sis- 





| Bradley, and died July 26, 1879.) Daniel H., 
whose portrait and biography are found in this 
volume ; Anne F., Benjamin Lundy, Lindley 
Coates,and John Simmons Kent. Benjamin 
Kent died, November 29, 1881, leaving the re- 
cord of an honored and usetui ijife. Heand his 
wife were the staunch and unfailing friends of 
the slave, at a time when the cry ‘‘abolition- 
ist” was an epithet ofscornandreproach. They 
both assisted in the formation of the Clarkson 
Anti-Slavery Society, of Chester County, Pa., 
in 1831, and when they removed to Andrew's 
Bridge, and became the owners of the woolen 
mill, store, and dwelling, at that place, were 
instrumental in organizing the Coleraine Anti- 
Slavery Society. The blessings of those who 
were ‘ready to perish” as they were hunted 
in their escape from bondage, fell on their 
names. Many such were assisted in their per- 
ilous path to freedom by Benjamin Kent, the 
determined foe of the slave power, and his 
,good wife, Hannah Kent. Their home was 
conducted on the rule of total abstinence 
from the products of slave labor, even to the 
|renouncing of sugar, and abstaining fram the 
purchase or use of the unpaid toil of the slave. 
To purity, integrity, honesty, and religious 
fervor, he joined a rare simplicity of character, 
and these traits were widely recognized while 
‘living, and tenderly remembered now that he 
has peacefully passed away. His wife, Hannah, 
did not long survive him. She died, July 4, 
1882, and their remains are interred, side by 
‘side, in the burial ground of the Society of 
Friends at West Chester, Pa. 








(She was the wife of Dr. R. C. Smedley, - 


iter, Anne F., who was the wife of Caleb H. 
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ser ENT, COL. DANIEL HAWLEY, | 


9 & Me Iron and Hardware Merchant, of the 


BN ) | 
pl y’ city of Wilmington, was born in Lan- 


eels caster county, Pa., October 22, 1835, 

He is the second son of Benjamin Kent, 
of whom see the preceding sketch. The de- 
votion of his parents to the then unpopular 
cause of anti-slavery had been the occasion of 
many sacrifices, so that when their woolen 
mill and other property was burned at An- 
drew’s Bridge, such was the influence of that 
prejudice, that Benjamin Kent failed to get 
the amount for which he was insured ina local 
company of that neighborhood. Greatly cir- 
cumscribed in means, he returned to Chester 
county, settling on a farm at West Grove, 
Here Daniel grew up, engaged in the employ- 
ments of the farm in summer and going to 
school in winter. He was a studious boy ; at 
noon while his. team rested, he improved the 
half hour after dinner in the perusal of books. 
Industry and economy of time, as well as of 
means, were taught him, and he patiently re- 
ceived the lessons which have since made him 
the successful man of business, and laid the 


foundation of a sterling character. At the age 


of 17 years he was placed in the family of the 
late venerable Thomas Garrett, of the city of 
Wilmington, who was an old friend of his 
father, for the purpose of learning the iron 
business. For his first year’s services he re- 
ceived the sum of forty dollars and his board, 
and this amount was increased, annually, ten 
additional dollars, making fifty for the second, 
sixty for the third, and seventy for the fourth 
and last year of his minority, ‘fin consequence 
of faithful service and general good con- 
duct.” Finding his income insufficient to meet 
his needs, and enable him to contribute to his 
little home and other charities, always dear to 
his heart, he began, in the second year of his 
apprenticeship, to wear second-hand clothing, 
purchasing from those whom he knew, and thus 
by self-denial, made the most ofhis limited in- 
come. At the age of nineteen years, bookkeep- 
ing was added tohis other dutiesin thestore. He 
worked hard, but by studious economy, was 
able after his four years apprenticeship, to 
enter upon life with inexpensive habits. By 
much effort and care he succeeded, in 1860, in 


securing a one-fourth interest in the business | 
iron merchants, of 


of Bye, McDowell & Co., 


Wilmington ; in 1862, he became the owner of 











a half interest, and every thing bade fair for a 
prosperous business career for young Kent. He 
had been greatly exercised from the breaking 
out of thecivil war—occasioned,as he believed, 
in the interest of slavery—in regard to his 
personal duty. On the one hand, his peace 
principles, descending to him from antecedents. 
of the Society of Friends, and on the other, 
the hatred he bore the system of human bondage, 
deepened by observations in boyhood of its 
cruelty in the case of the hunted slave. De- 
ciding this question in his own mind, he sold 
his business interests in the firm, and assisted 


in raising the 4th Delaware Infantry, Colonel 


Grimshaw. 
Co..F? 


He was mustered as Captain of 
In this service, the energy and execu- 


jtive ability which have always characterized 


him, were conspicuously displayed. He was 
not only a brave officer, but, also, while sharing 
danger with his men, by his care and devo- 
tion to their interests, secured all for them 
which could be had by prompt and full requi- 
sitions, backed by the energy of personal 
supervision. In the many actions in which 
the regiment took part he passed unharm- 
ed until nearly the close of ‘the war. 
He participated in the actions of ‘Bottoms 
Bridge,” Va., June, 1863 ; ‘“Bethesda Church,” 
“Cold Harbor,” Chickahominy,” ‘Siege of Pe- 
tersburg,” June, 18 to 30th July ; ‘Mine Ex- 
plosion before Petersburg,” “Weldon Railroad.” 
‘“‘Peeble’s Farm,” ‘‘Flower’s House,” ‘‘Davis’s 
House,” ‘“‘“Movement on Southside Railroad,” 
under Grant and Meade, October and Novem- 
ber; ‘‘“Movement toward Weldon Railroad,” 
December ; fighting, burning bridges, etc., anc 
in other engagements, thirteen in all. In one 
of the actions before Petersburg one-half his 
regiment was killed or wounded, and in that of 
the Weldon Railroad his brigade captured 
seven stands of colors from the enemy. In 
the burning of the outhouses, after the main 
building of the ‘‘Davis House” was destroyed, 
of the detail accompanying him, as they ad- 
vanced under fire of the enemy, every man 
was either killed or wounded but himself. The 
good fortune which in many previous engage- 
ments had brought him through unharmed,de- 
serted him in the battle of ‘‘Rowanty Creek,” 
February 6, 1865, where, after endeavoring to 
lead his men to a better crossing than was at 
first attempted, he, while in advance of his 
regiment, was a too conspicuous mark for the 
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enemy, and a minnie ball shattered the elbow 
ef his right arm. This has ever since been a 
source of much suffering. The gallantry dis- 
played on this occasion, however, made him 
Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment. His 


DELAWARE. 


1688 went over to England with William of 
Orange, in command of a troop of horsemen. 
He was with the King at the battle of the 
Boyne, and in 1695 was appointed Commis- 
sioner or Comptroller of the revenue of Ire- 


wound was most painful and he was unfit for|land, and settled in Dublin, continuing in this 


further duty, yet he recovered sufficiently to 
be present and take part on the staff of Gen. 
Gwinn, in the Grand Review in Washington, 
at the close of the war. His return to civil 
life was marked by his entrance into the firm 
of Garrett & Sons; his old friend, into whose 
house he was received when a lad from the 
country, advancing him the sum of $15,000 
therefor, and the frm name was changed to 
Garrett, Kent & Co, hardware and iron mer- 
chants, Wilmington. This firm extended their 
business until its transactions embraced most 
of the southern and middle, as well as the 
western, states of the Union. In 1872 the 
firm of D. H. Kent & Co. succeeded that of 
Garrett, Kent & Co., and in 1878 established 
2 branch house in Philadelphia, and in 187Q0the 
interests were merged into a stock company. 
The house in Philadelphia is known as the D. 
H. Kent & Co., limited, 1009 Arch street, Col. 
Kent being chairman, and the Wilmington 
house as the Kent Iron and Hardware Co., of 
which he is the president. He is the controll- 
ing spirit in all their lines of business, which 
is conducted on a strictly cash basis and en- 
joys great prosperity. Col. Kent has been a 
director of the “‘Tradesman’s National Bank 
of Conshohocken,” Montgomery county, Pa., 
since its organization, May, 1882. He isa Re- 
publican in politics and a birthright member 
of the Society of Friends. On the 17th day 
of October, 1867, he was married to Miss Mary 
Elizabeth, daughter of Israel Pusey, of Wil- 
mington, whose sketch and portrait are in this 
volume. This estimable woman has been the 
founder of his quiet and happy home at Sixth 
and Jefferson streets, in Wilmington. They 


have two children, Charles I., born, October | 


24, 1868, and Ellen W,, born, July 14, 1875. 


THE-BUSH FAMILY. 


9¥USH, CHRISTOPH, the first ances- 
R tor of the Bush family, of Wilmington, 
il 





y 


served, was born in Kalenberg, Ger- | 


many, in 1663. He was educated in 
the city of Hanover for a military life, and in 





0s whom an account has been pre-'| 





position until his death in 1737. In 1700 he 
married Elizabeth Erskine, the daughter of a 
Scotch clergyman, and they had five children; 
of these, Christopher, the eldest, went to Am- 
sterdam, where he established himself in the 
West India trade. He there married and had 
a large family, and from him the Rev. George 
Bush, of New York, was descended. His 
brother John was interested with him and set- 
tled in Jamaica to take charge of the business 
in that Island. He was also married and had 
a family; his oldest son, Christopher, came to 
this country at the commencement of the 
Revolution, joined a South Carolina regi- 
ment as First Lieutenant, and was killed in 
the bloody assault on the British works around 
Savannah, October 9, 1779. Of this assault 
and the circumstances attending his death, 
Lossing gives a most graphic account in his 
‘*Field Book of the Revolution.” 

BUSH, DAVID, second son of Christoph 
and Elizabeth Bush, and the first of the 
family who came to this country, was born in 
Dublin, January 19,1707. He was educated 
in that city, and becoming imbued with the 
adventurous spirit of that age, determined to 
try his fortune in the new country, to which 
he came with the consent of his parents, as 
soon as he reached his majority, in 1728. 
Landing in Philadelphia, he concluded to make 
Wilmington his future home. It was then 
but a village of a few houses; the Swedish 
settlement of Christinaham, being a half mile 
nearer the Delaware river. He, at oncej 
identified himself with the progress and im- 
provement of the place, and invested the 
funds with which he had been liberally sup- 
plied by his father, in lots inthe town. In 
1730 we find him protesting against the build- 
ing of a market house on Fourth street as 
being too far up town to accommodate the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants, and advocating, in- 


' stead, its erection on Second street. In 1740 


he was one of those who petitioned the pro- 
prietor to grant a borough charter to the 
town. In 1745, and for many years there- 


after, he was a Magistrate, an office, which, in 
t 
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those days, was one of much more honor and, vanced in years to take up arms in her de- 
responsibility than now. He had the charge | fense, he freely offered his sons, and at the 
not only of the peace of the town, but of its| first call, three of them, Lewis, George and 
defense, as there was then constant danger of| John, encouraged by his earnest approval, 
incursions by the Indians, who lived in great| stepped forward as volunteers in the cause of 
numbers between the Delaware and Chesa-| national liberty and humanrights. Lewis had 
peake bays; and scems to have been a kind of} just completed his studies for the law, at York, 
general superintendent of the colony for the} Pa., George was in business for himsel/, John 
proprietor, and one of the principal officers of| had just finished his education, and was about 
the Government for the three counties on the| commencing business, all giving up their fair 
Delaware. He was a stern old patriot, who] prospects and chosen plans for life. they en- 
believed every man should bear his share inj listed in Pennsylvania regiments, in which they 
the defense of the State, and during the next] obtained Captain’s commissions. 
twenty years we find in the colonial records of} Lews, the eldest, was soon promoted to the 
Pennsylvania, numerous petitions sent to the|rank of a Major, and was with Washington in 
Governor, by the non-combatants, complain-| all the active movements before the battle of 
ing, that, because they would not comply!| Brandywine ; in that battle his regiment was 
with the militia law, “which was against under Sullivan, and in the bloody fight at Bir- 
their conscience,” David Bush, the Magis-|mingham Meeting House, he was mortally 
trate, sent them to jail, at New Castle. wounded ; as the army retreated he was carried 
We find his correspondence with Thomas] first to Chester, then to Darby, where he died, 
Hopkinson, who, in 1745, was Governor, in| and was buried at Kingsessing Meeting House. 
reference to a ferry, which he was desirous of! George joined the Sixth Regiment and was 
establishing across the Christiana river, at the | soon promoted to the rank of Major. He was 
site of the present Market street bridge,|also wounded at Brandywine, but recovered, 
which was a great convenience to the people | and served with his regiment through the war. 
of Wilmington, as up to that time, there hadj He was brevetted in 1779, and made paymas- 
been but one ferry, which crossed the river] ter, which office he held until 1781, when he 
just above Fort Christina. The establishment | was made Collector of the Port at Wilming- 
of this ferry necessitated a causeway across the | ton, and held that office for a number of years. 
marshes, and in due time it was abolished by Fokn joined the Third Regiment, when he 
the building of the bridge on thesame site. In| was but twenty years old, and was com- 
1747 England wasat war with Spain,andin June, | missioned Captain. He was also engaged at 
1748, it was rumored that a Spanish man-of-| Brandywine, but was unhurt, and served with 
war had entered the Capes of Delaware, with] his regiment through the war. After its close 
the intention of capturing Philadelphia. The|he married a lady from the Eastern Shore of 
report being confirmed, Mr. Bush at once} Maryland, and went there to live. 
called out the militia, and assisted by his William, the second son of John, just men- 
brother Charles, who was captain of the Com-| tioned, entered the marine service as Second 
pany, rebuilt and armed the old Fort Christina} Lieutenant, July 3, 1809, was promoted to 
for the defense of the town, and we find their| First Lieutenant, March 4, 1811, and was 
letter, dated July 6, 1748, to Anthony Palmer, | killed on board the frigate Constitution in her 
“Governor of Pennsylvania and the Three|fght with the Gwerrzere, August I9, 1812. 
Counties on the Delaware,” advising of their} Lossing, in his account of this celebrated 
action, and asking its approval, which, of| fight, says, ‘As the ships touched, both par- 
course, was heartily given. David Bush was| ties prepared to board. The Englishman turned 
twice married—in 1733, to Ann Broome, who] all hands and mustered forward, while Mr. 
died in 1743, leaving four children ; in 1746 he| Morris, the First Lieutenant, Mr. Alwyn, the 
married Ann Thomas; and they had afamily of] Master, and Mr. Bush, the First Lieutenant of 
seven children. At the breaking out of the| Marines, sprang upon the taffrail of the Comstz- 
Revolutionary war, he, with all the energy of} ¢/on with a similar intention ; both sides now 
his ‘character, espoused the cause of his| suffered by the closeness of the musketry, the 
adopted country ; though himself, too far ad-| English much the most ; Mr. Morris was shot 
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through the body, Mr. Alwyn was wounded in 


the shoulder, and Mr. Bush fell dead by a bul- | 
His death was deeply | 


let through the head.” 
deplored by his fellow officers, his friends and 


acquaintances, and by all his grateful country- | 
At complimentary dinners given in that 


men. 
year and the following to the victorious cap- 
tains, Hull, Decatur and Jones, the gailant 
Lieutenant, William Bush, was remembered 


in toasts eulogizing, in the poetic and feeling | 
manner of that time, his bravery and worth. | 


Also, meetings were held by the young men of 
Harrisburg and Philadelphia, in honor of his 
memory; and to give expression to the general 


sorrow and regret occasioned by his loss, Janu- | 


ary 29, 1813, Congress ordered a silver medal to 
be struck and presented to his nearest male 
relative, in testimony of his gallantry and 
merit. ' 

David, the youngest son of David Bush, was 
educated as a physician, and practiced medi- 
cine in Wilmington until his death, in 1799 in 
his thirty-sixth year. He had a high reputa- 
tion as a physician, and was a large-hearted, 
benevolent man. His early death was much 
lamented. 

BUSH, CHARLES, the youngest son of 
Christoph and Elizabeth Bush, was born in 
Dublin, November 15,1717. He was givena 
liberal education, and after the death of his 


‘father, in 1737, he, with his sister Ann, came 


to this country, and made his home in Wil- 
mington with his brother David. He soon 
became actively interested in the affrirs of the 
colony, and in the French and Indian war, in 
1742, was made Captain of the Militia, and 
though never called into active service, main- 
tained the organization and discipline of the 
company for a number of years. In 1747 he 
took an active part in the rebuilding and arm- 
ing of the old Fort Christina, and we find his 
signature, with that of his brother David, at- 
tached to the letter written July 6, 1747, to 
Governor Anthony Palmer, advising him of 
their action in that matter. He became en- 
gaged inthe West India trade, and in 1739 


married Rebecca Scott, the daughter of one of. 


the prominent citizens and property-holders 


of the town, by whom he was presented with 


the lot of land on the corner of Second and 
King streets, on which he built a frame house 
for his residence. This property is still in the 
possession of his descendants. 


They had two | 


|children, Samuel and Rebecca. In 1755 his 
wife died, and he, leaving his children with his 
brother David, sailed for the West Indies and 
died of yellow fever in the island of Grenada. 

BUSH, SAMUEL, son of Charles and Re- 
becca Bush, was born in Wilmington, Decem- 
ber 27, 1747. He grew upin his uncle’s fam- 
ily and received a liberal education. Between 
the age of seventeen and twenty-one he made 
several trips to the West Indies, part of the 
time as captain of a brig. In 1774 he estab- 
lished a freight line to Philadelphia, which was 
the first regular enterprise of the kind on the 
Delaware River. This business soon grew 
into large proportions, embracing the products 
of much of Lancaster and Chester counties, as 
well as the country immediately around Wil- 
mington. It has been continued in the family 
and is now-in the hands of his grandson. Dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War, he was engaged 
in carrying supplies for the army, and at one 
time was so closely pursued by the British 
gunboats as to be forced to scuttle his vessel 
to prevent her veiny iakei by the cncemy. In 
|1775 he married Ann, daughter of Andrew 
MeKee, a Scotch Presbyterian, who was an 
early settler in Brandywine hundred, and 
| owned a large property near Wilmington. 
| They had a family of eleven children, of whom 
six were boys. Samuel Bush was identified 
with all the early interests of the city, and for 
|Many years was one of the most active and 
useful citizens ; he was very successful in his 
business and accumulated a large property. 
| He took a prominent part in securing the erec- 
tion of the ‘Old Stone” Presbyterian Church 
at the corner of Fifth and Walnut streets, of 
'which the eloquent Rev. Thomas Smith was 
'pastor, and for many years was one of the 
officers and treasurer of the church. He was 
-aman of strict integrity, and his reputation for 
| honest and fair-dealing was proverbial through 
_allthe country. He died at the age of 83 years 
respected and lamented by all who knew him. 
| BUSH, DAVID, eldest son of Samuel and 
| Ann Bush, was born February Io, 1776. He 
was educated in Wilmington and carefully 
trained to habits of industry and economy. At 
sixteen he was placed on one of his father’s 
vessels to take charge of the receipt and de- 
livery of freight in Philadelphia, and at nine- 
-teen was made Captain, which position he 
held for many years. In 1804 he was madea 
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partner with his father, and on the retirement 


of his father, in 1820, he, in company with his ° 
brother George, took the entire business, | 
which by this time had become quite exten-| 
products | 


Sive, embracing most of the 
of. the, lower «part .of Lancaster and 
Chester counties, which found their nearest 
market in Wilmington. The firm of David 


and George Bush was long and _ favorably | 


known through all this section of the country 
for their enterprise and fair dealing. In 1804 
he married Martha, daughter of Matthew Pot- 
ter, of Bridgeton, N. J. She was an active 
and earnest Christian woman, who,through all 
his long life was a true helpmeet to him. 
They had eight children, six sons and two 
daughters, of whom three sons and the two 
daughters still survive and are residents of 
Wilmington. Both David Bush and his wife 
were converted under the ministry of the Rev. 


_ Dr. Read, and their lives gave abundant evi- 


dence of the sincerity of their professions. 
The following incident will illustrate his decis- 
ion of character and the promptness with 
which he acted upon his convictious. At that 
time large quantities of rye whiskey was dis- 
tilled in Chester and Lancaster counties, 
which was brought to Wilmington for sale and 





shipment, and he was a large dealer, buying | 


it in the hogshead and shipping it to Liverpool, 
Amsterdam and the West Indies. About 1830 
there was a temperance revival all through the 
country, and the Rev. E. W. Gilbert, then the 
pastor of the ‘Old Stone,” preached several 
stirring sermons on the topic. By one of them 
Mr. Bush was so much impressed that he went 
from the church to his storehouses and at 10 


- o'clock at night rolled every hogshead of 


whiskey into the street, knocked out the 
bungs aud emptied their contents into the 
gutter, and from that time until his death he 
would have nothing to do with liquor in his 
business, nor would he allow any of it to be 
used in his house. In many of his character- 
istics he greatly resembled his father. Him- 
self of the sternest integrity, he had no sym- 
pathy for any one attempting a dishonest or 
dishonorable action, and he embraced every 
opportunity to impress upon the minds of his 
children the value of an unblemished reputa- 
tion, Like his father, he had no ambition for 
civic honors or emoluments, 
spending his leisure hours with his family. He 
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was, however, for many years, a member of the 
City Council and an active director in the 
banks, insurance and other companies of the 
city. He took an active interest in everything 
pertaining to the church ; as trustee and treas- 
urer he kept careful watch over its financial 
condition, and was ever ready to help in any 
good work ; his house was a home for minis- 
ters, and his pastor was never forgotten or 
neglected, but always had a share in the first 
fruits of his garden and farm. He wasanoble- 
hearted, generous man; no case of want or 
distress was ever brought to his notice with- 
out receiving hissympathy and relief. Through- 
out all his long life no blot stained the purity 
and beauty of his character, and in his eighty- 
second vear, having done well his life’s work, 
he calmly fell asleep. 

BUSH, GEORGE, youngest son of Samuel 
and Ann Bush, born in 1797, was educated in 
Wilmington and received his business training 
in his father’s office, and on his father’s retire- 
ment became a member of the firm in which 
he continued until his death. For many years 
he was president of the Bank of Wilmington 
and Brandywine, and an active member of 
most of the insurance and trust companies of 
the city. He was a prudent and successful 
business man, a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, and died in 1863 greatly respected by 
all who knewhim. He was married four times ; 
but two of his children survive him. 

BUSH, CHARLES, eldest son of David 
and Martha Bush, was born in 1805. He was 
educated in Wilmington, and at the age of 
sixteen was sent to Baltimore, to learn the 
trade of a machinist. Upon coming of age he 
was established in business by his father, and 
in 1835, in partnership with Jonathan Bonney, 
made the first movement towards the exten- 
sion of the manufacturing interests of his native 
city, by building the large foundry and ma- 
chine shop at the corner of Second and Lom- 
bard streets. After the death of Mr. Bonney, 
in 1838, the firm of Bush & Lobdell was 
formed; they were the inventors of the double- 
plate railroad car-wheel, now in general use on 
all railroads. They built works at Second and 
Lombard streets, and for many years were 
the largest manufacturers of car wheels in the 
country, doing a lucrative business. Charles 
Bush was a very active, industrious and pru- 
dent business man, possessed of sterling integ- 
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rity and a noble christian character. He par- 
ticipated actively in the earlier movements to- 
wards forming the Central Presbyterian church, 
but did not live to see it in successful opera- 
tion. He was killed by being thrown from 
his carriage, in October, 1855. 

BUSH, DAVID, Second son of David and 
Martha Bush, was born in 1810, educated in 
Wilmington, and received his early training for 
business in his father’s office. Upon attaining 
his majority he was admitted to a partner- 
ship in the business, taking the place of his 
uncle George, and the firm name was changed 
to David Bush & Son. He, however, was not 
satished with the business, thinking it did not 


offer sufficient opportunity for enlargement, 


and after two or three years, concluding to 
try his fortune in the South, he went to Mis- 
sissippi and established himself in mercantile 
business in Port Gibson. He was very suc- 
cessful, and afterward opened a house in New 
Orleans. The depression, from 1837 to ’40, 
caused the loss of much of his fortune, and 
leaving the mercantile business, he established 
himself upon a plantation in Tensas parish, 
Louisiana, the centre of the best cotton grow- 
ing district. At the breaking out cf the war 
he had a large interest in land and slaves, but 
was, at all times, opposed to secession, and in 
the Louisiana convention, to which he was a 
delegate, protested, to the last, against the in- 
sane movement. He remained on the planta- 


tion during the war, and after the opening of 


the Mississippi river by the Federal fleet, a 
large force was sent to his plantation, who 
confined him in his house and carried off his 
store of cotton valued at $100,000, for which 
he received about fifteen per cent from the 
government. In February, 1864, he came 
‘home was taken with pneumonia and died at 
the house of his brother George. In 1839 he 
married Matilda S. Frazier, of Wilmington, who 
survives him and still resides on the plantation 
in Louisiana. They had no children. 

BUSH, LEWIS’ POTTER, M. D., fourth 
son of David and Martha Bush, was borin in 
Wilmington in 1812, and is the third of the 
name since the family became residents of that 
city. He commenced his education in the 
Davenport Academy, Wilmington, prepared 
for college at the academy of the Rev. Francis 
Latta, D. D.,in Lancaster county, Penna., and 
finished his classical education at Jefferson 
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College, Penna., graduating in 1831, Dr. Mat- 
'thew Brown being then the president. Choos- 
ing the profession of medicine, he studied with 
| William Bowen, M. D., of Bridgeton, N. J., 
and graduated at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1835. After six months of dispensary 
practice, he entered Blockley Hospital, re- 
maining there sixteen months,andcommenced, 
in 1837, the practice of medicine in his native 
| city, where he has since continued, and where 
he has always maintained an honorable posi- 
tion. He became a member of the Delaware 
State Medical Society in 1839, and soon after 
read before it a paper upon typhoid fever, 
which was much noticed and commented upon. 
{In 1850 he prepared a paper for the Society 
upon the epidemic of typhoid fever which pre- 
|vailed in Wilmington from 1847 to 1849, the 
substance of which was afterward incorporated 
in a report made before the American Medical 
Association upon the climatology and epi- 
demics of the State of Delaware, which 
embraced the history of the diseases of the 
State as far as known. In 1877 he read before 
the State Medical Society a paper entitled 
‘‘Some Vital Statistics of the City of Wilming- 
ton,” the object of which was to trace the 
mortality of a few of the most important 
diseases in that city from the commencement 
of the city registration of deaths in 1847, up 
to the present time, and also to show the 
importance of a perfect system of city and 
Stale registration, not only of deaths, but also 
of marriages and births. This paper was also 
published by the society. For many years he 
has been one of the trustees of Delaware Col- 
lege, and an active member of the Delaware 
Historical Society, before which he has read 
several valuable and interesting papers. Dr. 
Bush was elected an elder in the Hanover 
Street Presbyterian Church in 1850, and was 
one of the active movers in the establishment 
of the Central Presbyterian Church in 1855. 
At its organization he was made an elder, and 
has always taken a great interest in its affairs. 
He is well-known throughout the State, and 
is honored and respected by his brethren in 
the profession, and by all who know him, not 
only for his skill as a physician, but for his 
unwavering integrity, his high christian prin- 
ciple, and his amiable character and disposi- 
tion. In 1839 he married Maria, daughter of 
Morgan Jones, Esq., and granddaughter of 
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William Hemphill, one of the earliest and 
most successful merchants and shippers of 
Wilmington. They had a family of seven 
children, of whom three are now living. 
BUSH, WILLIAM, fifth son of David and 
Martha Bush, was born in 1821, and is the 
third of the name since the family have 
resided in Wilmington. He was educated in 
that city, and at the age of sixteen years com- 
menced his business life in the office of his 
brother Charles who was then largely engaged 
in the manufacture of iron at his new estab- 
lishment in Wilmington, and there he received 
that careful business and mechanical training 
which has made him successful where so many 
others have failed. In 1844 his father estab- 
lished him in the lumber business in the yard 
at Market street wharf, where he carried on an 
active trade until 1859, when he became con- 
nected with, George. T.. Clark :,and. 1... F; 
Vaughan in the manufacture of morocco, then 
a new business in Wilmington, and only in its 
infancy inthe country. At that time all the 
processes of the manufacture were performed 
by hand, in a very crude manner,and the man- 
ufactured article found a market almost exclu- 
sively in Boston. His mechanical training in 
the establishment of his brother was of great 
value to him, and he soon began to apply ma- 
chinery to many of the processes of the man- 
ufacture. So successful was hein reducing the 
cost,while improving the quality of the manu- 
facture, as to be able to build up a large busi- 
ness, extending to all parts of the country. 
There is now scarcely a town of any size in 
the country where the goods made by the firm 
of William Bush & Co. are not well and favor- 
ably known. In 1845 he married Mary Ann, 
a daughter of Thomas C. Alrich, Esq. She 
died in 1847, leaving one child, a daughter. 
In 1849 he married Susanna Canby, a sister of 
his first wife. They have no children living. 
Mr. Bush was identified with the formation of 
the Central Presbyterian Church, was one of 
the largest contributors to the cost of its erec- 
tion, and a member ofthe building committee. 
He has always taken an active interest in its 
welfare, being forsome years President of the 
Board of Trustees of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, and teacher of the Bible 
Class He is well known in the community 
in which he lives for his benevolence, integ- 
rity and substantial business character, and 
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his beautiiul residence, ‘‘Greystone,” on the 
borders of his native city, of which there is a 
fine steel engraving in this volume, is an evi- 
dence, not only of his successin business,but of 
his taste in choosing a site and in building and 
adorning a home which, with all its architect- 
ural elegance, still retains a homelike air. 
BUSH, GEORGE WASHINGTON, young- 
est son of David and Martha Bush, born in 
1824, was educated in Wilmington. After fin- 
ishing his studies he entered his father’s office 
and soon after becoming of age, took his 
father’s place inthe business at French street 
wharf with his uncle, George Bush, as part- 
ner, the firm name being G. & G. W. Bush. 
At the death of his uncle, in 1863, he took the 
whole business, which, under his management, 
made rapid developments, untilit has reacheda 
magnitude that twenty years ago would have 
seemed fabulous. He is also President and 
a large owner of the stock of the Electric Line 
of Steamers, the first direct freighting line be- 
ween Wilmington and New York ever estab- 
lished. This line has proveda great convenience 
to the merchants and manufacturers of Wil- 
mington, as well as a success toits owners. Mr. 
Bush has for many years been one of the most 
active and successful business men in his native 
city, and has taken an active part in many of 
its leading benevolent and business interests. 
He was one of the original subscribers to the 
stock of the First National Bank, and has al- 
ways been a director in that institution. He 
is President of the Artisans Savings Bank, a 
director in the Delaware Fire Insurance Com- 
pany and other institutions. He has always 
been one of the most active members of, and 
for years an officer in, the Central Presbyte- 


rian Church, and has, perhaps, done more to. 


forward its prosperity than any other member, 
contributing largely of his means toits various 
benevolent institutions, as well as to the other 
charitable objects of the city. By his exér- 
tions the Gilbert Chanel was built, and a Sun- 
day School, of which he is the superintendent, 
successfully established. He also had a large 
share in building the Monroe and Rodney 
street mission chapels of that church, and 
placing the schools upon a permanent basis. 
He is an untiring worker, self-reliant, ener- 
getic and possessed of remarkable executive 
and administrative ability, and few men of his 
native city are more highly regarded. In 





388 


HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


1850 he married Emma N., daughter of the|he always came to the trial of acause. He 


Rev. Joshua N. Danforth. They have a family 
of six children, of whom five are now living. 








242 at Laurel, Del]., January 28, 1821. His 
au) father was Rev. Jacob Moore, distin- 
165) guished in the early days of Methodism 

“& for piety, intellectual force and untiring 
zeal ; while his mother, and indeed her family 
through three generations, were remarkable 
for similar traits. Thus were blended two 
currents of earnest, homely Christian life which 
were transmitted to their only child, named 
Daniel Elzey Moore. While an infant, his 
mother died, and when but cight years old, 
his father was stricken down at the house of 
the Hon. Martin W. Bates,in Dover. Mr.and 
Mrs. Bates, having no children, adopted the 
son, and he afterwards bore their name, (his 
own being changed by Act of Assembly,) and 
no relation, by birth, was ever deeper, stronger, 
or more tender than this, hy adoption, became. 
Prepared by the Rev. John Patton, D. D.,he 
atfourteen entered Dickinson College, and 
was graduated in 1839. He always retained a 
lively interest in his Alma Mater, receiving 
from it,in due course, his degree of A. M., and 
long afterwards, in 1869, that of LL.D. He 
studied law in Dover, was admitted to the bar 
in 1842, and entered at once upon the active 
duties of his profession as the partner of his 
father. In November, 1844, Mr. Bates was 
married to Margaret Handy, daughter of the 
late Isaac P. Smith, of Snow Hill, Md., and 
adopted daughter of her uncle, the late George 
Handy, of Philadelphia. From January, 1847, 
Mr. Bates was Secretary of State, for four 
years, and in May, 1849, he removed to Wil- 
mington, where he continued the active duties 
of his profession. His close attention to his 
legal practice from this time, for sixteen years, 
was scarcely interrupted except by a short 
trip to Europe, for his health, in 1855, which 
greatly invigorated him. Despite the draw- 
back of physical weakness, his thorough legal 
training, well balanced judgment and method- 
ical habits of business all dominated by a con- 
scientious faithfulness to duty a marked 
characteristic of his life—enabled him to ac- 
complish more than most men of good physical 
powers He was distinguished as a lawyer for 
the thoroughness of preparation with which 


| possessed to a notable degree the confidence 
‘of the courts, of his professional brethren and 
of the people at large, and during a considera- 
ble period of his active practice he appears 
‘from the reports to have been engaged in 
|almost every important case tried in the courts 
'of his own county or before the Court of Errors 
;and Appeals. Under a resolution of the Gen- 
'eral Assembly, passed February 28, 1849, he 
|was associated with the late Chancellor 
| Harrington, and the present Chief Justice 
'Comegys, in the revising and codifying the 
public laws of the State, and their fidelity 
and ability was acknowledged by resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly. In 1852 
Mr. Bates was appointed by President Pierce, 
IU. S. District Attorney for Delaware, and 
‘reappointed by President Buchanan, holding 
the office until the close of his administration. 
In 186t he served as one of five Commis- 
sioners from Delaware to the Peace Conven- 
tion at Washington, and was a member of the 
Committee of Nine, which prepared the plan ot 











adjustment reported to Congress. Mr. Bates 
continued to practice his profession until the 
death of Chancellor Harrington, in November, 
1865, when, upon the earnest recommendation 
of the entire Bar of the State, he was appointed 
by Governor Saulsbury to the high place his 
lamented death made vacant. His appoint- 
ment called forth a general expression of 
approval from the press and people, as well 
as from the Bar. He received his commission 
as Chancellor, December 12, 1865, and entered 
at once on the duties of his office. He imme- 
diately revised the rules and practice of the 
Court, preparing a manual of the rules of prac- 
tice and statutes relating to his court, with 
practical forms, which proved of great assist- 
ance to lawyers engaged in chancery practice, 
and gave uniformity and technical accuracy to 
the business of the Court. In January, 1868, 
the Chancellorremoved to Dover, but returned 
to Wilmington, in May, 1870. On October 2, 
of the same year, his wife died. They had 
five children, four of whom are living. Asa 
judge, Chancellor Bates brought a judicial 
temper, an instructed mind and conscientious 
care and attention to the hearing of causes 
and the preparation of opinions in all mat- 
ters, great orsmall; and his term of office was 
marked by a large increase of the business of 
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the Court, making his labors constant and se- 
vere. He had personally the confidence of 
suitors in the Court, and to « remarkable de- 
gree of the members of the Bar, and when fail- 
ing health and the imperative advice of his 
physicians, compelled him to resign the office 
on October 15, 1873, to take effect on the Ist 
of the following month, this was amply shown 
in the expression of popular regret through 
the press, and in the resolutions of the Bar 
spread on the minutes of the Court in each 
county in the State. November 1, 13873, 
Mr. Bates, accompanied by his family, sailed 
for Europe and spent nearly two years 
abroad, returning in September, 1875, greatly 
improved and with better prospects of health 
than ever before. Before his resignation he 
had been engaged incollecting and publishing 
the decisions of his predecessors previously 
unreported. This work he resumed and pub- 
lished two volumes (Ist and 2nd Delaware 
Chancery Reports), bringing the cases up to 


his own time, when the work was interrupted | 


by his death. This was his last service to the 
State. Its statute law was shaped in practi- 
cal, convenient and permanent form largely 
by his hand. The reports of the courts of law 
are witness of his unremitting contributions 
for over twenty years to the administration of 
justice, and the practice of its Court of Chan- 
cery, only existing before in the records of 
distinct cases and in the traditions of the court 
and bar, were by him wrought intoa consistent 
and intelligible system, of which the youngest 
practitioner might avail himself. The decis- 
ions of the same court he rescued from moul- 
dering manuscripts and handed them down in 
enduring form, and in his own judicial opin- 
ions he added to them a large body of equity 
law, thorough in the treatment and extended 
in the scope of the questions involved. At the 
beginning of the year 1877, improved in health 
and scarcely beyond what should have been 
the years of his prime, with intellectual powers 
unimpaired, and impatient of illnessand almost 
of leisure, Mr. Bates returned in some degree 
to the practice of his profession, though not 
engaging largely in business in the court. He 
also increased his interest in all useful activi- 
ties, in which he had borne such a part as his 
delicate health and busy life permitted. He 
was from childhood a member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. In 1872 he repre- 





sented Wilmington Conference in the General 
Conference at Brooklyn. For many years he 
was an active member of the Delaware State 
Bible Society and of the Delaware Historical 
Society, and succeeded the venerable Judge 
Hall in the presidency of these societies. 
While in active practice his office was much 
sought by young men preparing for the bar, 
and many who became leading members ofthe 
Delaware bar pursued their studies under his 
direction. In politics he was a Democrat, 
thoroughly believing in the cardinal doctrines 
of the Jeffersonian idea of government, though 
indisposed by mental and physical conditions 
to enter active political life. In March, 1879, 
Mr. Bates was professionally called to Rich- 
mond, Va., where, having been in apparently _ 
his usual health for nearly two weeks, he was 
taken suddenly and severely ill, and rapidly 
growing worse, he died on Friday, March 28, 
in his fifty-ninth year. This event called 
forth universal and unfeigned expressions of 
sorrow throughout the State on the part of 
the bench and bar, the press and the people 
at large. This sense of loss and popular es- 
timate of his character was thus expressed, 
and perhaps nowhere more tersely, by a lead- 
ing journal of the State, immediately upon 
the announcement of his death: ‘‘Here was a 
man who impressed all who came near him 
with a sense of both strength and sweetness ; 
who walked uprightly without scorning those 
who had fallen ; who hated sin and loved sin- 
ners ; who had strong convictions, and yet 
gave, in his large mind, hospitable reception 
and courteous consideration to the thoughis of 
those who differed with him ; who had con- 
scious ability without the pride of intellect, 
and who lived an active, useful and, to agreat 
extent, public life, doing his duty without 
wavering or yielding one jot or tittle of prin- 
ciple or conviction, and yet, incurring no 
man’s hatred, and dying, we verily believe, 
without an enemy—a Christian gentleman 
whose life was a revelation of the practicabil- 
ity of that Christianity which the people of 
the world are apt to regard as an enthusiast’s 
dream of the impossible. i 


ANDEGRIFT, JAMES” M., Farmer of 
McDonough, New Castle Soe was 
born, June 15, 1813. His father was 
j Jacob Vandegrift, also a farmer of 
the same county; he was a man of 
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great integrity of character, and a member of| 
the Presbyterian Church. He died, very highly | 
respected, February 1, 1845, in the eigity- | 
second year of his age. The Vandegrifts were | 
originally from Holland, and came to this 
country among the earliest settlers. The 
grandfather was Christopher Vandegrift, a 
farmer of St. George’s hundred, and his an- 
cestors were owners of land from their earliest 
history in America. His mother was Jane 
McWhorter, of New Castle county. She was, 
a devoted christian and a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. She died, November 
20, 1829, leaving five surviving children. Mr. 
Vandegrift received his education at Wilming- 
ton and Middletown, having the benefit of a 
select school, under the tutorship of Prof. | 
Belknap, for two sessions. At the age of 
eighteen he returned home and engaged in 
farming, which he continued for two years. 
He then began agricultural life upon his own 
account at the paternal homestead, known as 
“Retirement.” a farm of 200 acres of land. He 
followed, very successfully, the business of| 
farming until 1857, when he removed to the 
town of Odessa. In 1860 Mr. Vandegrift re- 
moved to ‘‘Elm Grange,” an estate of 200 acres 
of land, near MacDonough. He rebuilt the 
house andcompleteda beautiful and substantial 
residence for his family. He has never largely 
engaged in fruit culture, but has principally 
devoted his attention to cereals and stock 
raising. He is the possessor ofsome of the best 
improved lands of New Castle county, and a 
large owner of real estate. Mr. Vandegrift 
has never aspired to political position, and 
though positive in his opinions, is not a parti- 
san. He joined the Presbyterian Church at 
St. George’s, in 1842, then under the pastorate 
of Rev. Jas.C. Howe. He has been for many 
years an elder of that church, and sustains 
that relation at this time. He served as a 
trustee of St. George’s church for many years. 
Mr. Vandegrift was united in marriage, on the 
21st of August, 1*44, to Miss Mary A. E., 
daughter of John Cochran, of Middletown. | 
She was a member of the Presbyterian Church 
from early life, and a good christian woman 
She died, October 14, 1868, in the forty- 
seventh year of her age, leaving the following 
children: Olivia C., now wife of George W. 
Dennison, of New York ; J. Lena, now wife of, 
B.S. Johnson, of Arkansas, and Margaret P., 
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now wife of William P. Mifflin, an Attorney at 
Law, Philadelphia. He was again married, 
October 31, 1872, to Miss Angeline, daughter 
of Joseph Cleaver. 


(XQ UDSON, JOHN POLK, Farmer, near 
~£%) St. George’s, was bornin Sussex county, 
February 27, 1805, and was the second 
i) child of James Hudson, a farmer, and of 
») > Sarah (Polk) Hudson, daughter of John 
Polk, of Sussex county, and sister of William 
Polk, of Odessa. In the infancy of John P. 
Hudson, the family removed to New Castle 
county, where they resided ten years. They 
then returned to the old homestead in Sussex 
county, where Mr. James Hudson spent the re- 
mainder of his life,and died, May 18, 1852, aged 
seventy-one years. His wife died, May 2, 1837, 
in her sixty-third year. Six of their chil- 
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‘dren grew to maturity : William, who died in 


the West; John P. Moulton, who resides 
in California; Kalita, who went to the 
West, but nothing has been heard from 
him for many years; Sarah, who married 
Payne Prettyman, and Amelia, who married 
Nehemiah Dickerson, and removed to Macou- 
pin county, Ill. The father of James was 
Richard Hudson, a farmer, of Sussex county, 
and a soldier in the Revolutionary war. He 
died in 1815, at the age of sixty-two. The 
maiden name of his wife was Deputy. His 
father, John Hudson, emigrated from England 
with his brother, William, about 1740, and 
settled in Delaware. They each pre-empted 
one thousand acres of land in Nanticoke 
hundred. John P. Hudson attended the 
schools of Wilmington and Sussex county, but 
after the age often gavethe greater part of his 
time to the labors ofthe farm. Whentwenty-one, 
starting in life without a dollar, he obtained, 
on credit, a span of horses and a wagon, and 
drew bog, ore to Milford for three years. At 
the age of twenty-four, having made three 
hundred dollars, he commenced farming on 
his own account, near his old home, remaining 
till 1841. He then removed to the neighbor- 
hood of St. George’s, where he rented land. 
In 1847 he purchased the farm ‘‘ Grandview,” 
which has ever since been his home. It is a 
fine piece of land, in an excellent state of cul- 
tivation, and is mostly devoted to grain, but he 
has been very successful in raising peaches, of 
which, at one time, he had 6000 trees. His 
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commodious residence was built in 1850. Hel]land productive farm. He has had 6,000 peach 
owns, also, the ‘‘Pogue” farm in the same|trees in bearing at one time, but devotes his 
neighborhood, and the ‘‘Campbell” farm, in|land principally to the growth of cereals. As 
Cedar Creek hundred. Mr. Hudson has several! an agriculturist he has been successful, and 


dwelling houses in St. George’s and in Phila- 


| : P 
may be styled a representative farmer. In 


delphia, and is noted for his leneincy towards} person, bearing, and intelligence, Mr. Lock- 


his tenants, some of whom have paid him little 
for years. Since 1876 he has been a director 
of the Delaware City National Bank. He is 
eminently a self-made man, having accumu- 
lated his handsome fortune by industry and 
economy, and is widely known and highly re- 
garded. He was an old line Whig and after- 
wards became a Republican. During the war 
he was a strong Union man, and did all in his 
pewer to maintain the Government. He 
united with the M. E. Church when nineteen 
years of age, and has been since a steward and 
trustee. He was married, in 1829, to Miss 
Susan, daughter of Eliasand Elizabeth (Morris) 
Lofland. They had six children, three of whom 
died young: Alfred is now a farmer, near 
Smyrna ; Martha is the wife of John Wiltbank, 
of Milton, and John is a farmer, near Clayton. 
Having lost his first wife, November 20, 1848, 
Mr. Hudson married, December 30, 1850, Miss 


‘Mary, daughter of John and Mary (Lofland) 


Campbell, of Sussex county. 


OCKWOOD, WILLIAM KIRKLEY, 
Farmer, residing near Warwick, Cecil 


March 31, 1828. A sketch and plate 
of his father, Richard Lockwood, are 


given inthis volume. William is the fifth child 
of his parents, and was reared upon the farm, 
attending school until he was ten years of age, 
at which time his parents removed to Middle- 
town, where his education was conducted for 
six years. He was then sent tothe New Lon- 
don Academy, Chester county, Penna., where 
he continued for two years. At the age of 
eighteen he went to Philadelphia, and was 
engaged as a clerk, but after a short time re- 
turned to Middletown andassisted in his father’s 
store. He remained in this business for two 
years, when he began the pursuit of agricul- 
ture. He had the care of the home farm, the 
property of his father, for one year, when he 
removed to the farm called ‘‘ Heath’s Range,’ 
where he now resides. This estate contains 
440 acres, and by perseverance and enterprise, 
Mr. Lockwood has made it a most valuable 





wood is an honor to the agriculturists of the 
State. He is a member of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in which he wasreared. In 
politics, he is liberal, and prefers to vote for 
good men rather than to be controlled by the 
dictum of any party. Mr. Lockwood was 
united in marriage, December 2, 1851, to Miss 
Elizabeth W., daughter of Joseph Griffith, of 
Newark, whose sketch and plate are frevi- 
ously given. Upon their bridal trip they vis- 
ited Washington, and dined with the distin- 
guished Henry Clay, at his invitation. Seven 
children have been born of this marriage, viz.: 
Richard, a farmer of Kent county, Md.; Ida, 
now Mrs. T. E. Lindley, of Baltimore; Mollie 
W., wife of Daniel Gibbs, a farmer of the 
Levels; Lizzie, Mattie, William G.,and Agnes 
Irving Lockwood. 


GASLEMING, EZEKIEL, Lumber Dealer, 
Oe 3 Mill Owner and Merchant, of Harring- 


el), ton, was born March 4, 1836, in Kent 


Ge county. He was reared on afarm and 
Ke attended the country schools very ir- 
regularly during the winter terms. At twen- 
ty-one years of age he began working upon the 
Delaware railroad, which he followed for eight 
years. At the end of this time he began the 
business of furnishing ties to the railroad com- 
pany, from a tract of timber which he had pre- 
viously purchased. He continued buying and 
selling lumber and railroad ties until 1872, 
when he bought an interest ina steam saw 
mill, which was destroyed by fire in 1875. The 
insurance on this property being only partial, 
Mr. Fleming’s loss was considerable. He had 
contracted for large quantities of lumber, and 
had to employ other mills to do the sawing. 
He purchased the ‘‘McCleary mill,” at Farm- 
ington, in 1875, which he still continues to 
operate In 1876 he erected a steam saw mill 
at Felton, and after the contiguous timber was 
cut, removed it to Harrington. Mr. Fleming’s 
mills cut and supply the Delaware railroad and 
P., W. & B. railroad with lumber for bridges, 
etc. He also ships large quantities to the 
northern markets. He has often five other 





_ 1854, leaving a large estate. 
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mills employed to assist in cutting lumber to; the academy at Milford for one year. 
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fill contracts amounting to over 100,000 feet} reaching manhood he began teaching, and fol- 


per month. 
running four sets of burrs, and turning out 
large quantities of flour, meal, etc. His mills 
are all furnished with the latest improved ma- 
chinery, and he gives employment to some fifty 
men. In 1871 he bought the stock and fix- 
tures of a general store and began merchan- 
dizing, which he still continues. In addition 
to allthese interestshe owns 570 acres of land, 
which are cultivated under his supervision. 
He has been eminently successful, and is one 
of the self-made men of the State. Mr. Flem- 
ing isa man of fine business abilities, honor- 
able, intelligent and industrious. He enjoys 
the confidence of his fellow citizens and his 
many friends In politics he is identified with 
the Republican party, was a strong Union man 
during the war, and openly opposed secession. 
In religious belief his sympathies are with the 
Methodists, though he is not a member of any 
church. He was married in 1861, to Miss 
Elizabeth, daughter of William Booth, a farmer 
of Kent county. Of this marriage there are 
living seven children, three daughters and 


four sons. 


‘=>, HARP, WILLIAM WALKER, Farm- 
Se er, of Nanticoke hundred, was born, 
ow, October 2, 1821, on the farm adjoining 

that upon which he now resides. This 
farm is situated on the county road 
leading from Seaford to Milford, about midway. 
His father, Clement Sharp, Sr., was a farmer 
and large land owner of Nanticoke hundred, 
who died at the age of seventy-six years, in 
He was a mem- 
ber of the M. E. Church, and an upright, 
honest, self-made man. His mother was 
Sallie, daughter of Thomas Lindale, of Sussex 
county. She died in 1850, at the age of 
seventy-five years, leaving seven children. 
The grandfather of William was John Sharp, 
a wealthy farmer and prominent citizen of 
Sussex county; he died in 1816. The Sharps 
came from England and settled in Sussex 
county, early inthe eighteenth century. Wil- 
liam W. Sharp is the fourth generation from 
John Sharp, the emigrant. 















In 1878, Mr. Fleming built a} 
steam grist and custom mill at Harrington, 





lowed that vocation for three years, teaching 
only in the winter season. He then began 
farming and merchandising at his present 
home. He continued merchandising for five 
years, when he gave it up and devoted himself 
to farming and to the culture of fruit. 
home-farm consists of two hundred and fifty- 
five acres of excellent land; he has 5,000 
peach trees in bearing, and cultivates other 
fruits to some extent, but principally devotes 
his farm to the growth of grain. Mr. Sharp 
has been successful as a farmer, and is a man 
of great energy and business ability. He 
owns several very fine farms, in all, about 
1,100 acres, all situated in Sussex county. He 
was reared a Whig, and has been a member 
of the Republican party since its formation; 
he was an avowed Unionist during the late 
war, and stood up for the preservation of the 
country. Hejoined the M. E. Church in 1837 
and has been an exhorter, class-leader and 
trustee in his church for the past twenty 
years. Mr. Sharp has interested himself in 
public education, and has held the position 


of clerk of the school board of his district for’ 


thirty years. His life is his besteulogy. He 
was united in marriage, on the twenty-fourth 
day of December, 1843, to Miss Leah, a 
daughter of George and Mary (Laws) Polk, 
of Sussex county, Delaware. 


£29 ARTER, EDWARD, Farmer, Fruit 
off { Grower, and Nurseryman, of North 
a a Murderkill hundred, was born, Novem- 
eave ber 3, 1824. His parents were Edward 

Broadaway and Mary (Register) Carter, 






Be 
of Kent county, Md. Three children of this 
marriage grew to maturity: Edward J., Mary 
A., and Lydia B. The Carters are of English 
descent, and first settled in Virginia, afterward 
removing to Delaware. Edward J. Carter at- 
tended the schools in the vicinity of his home 
until his sixteenth year, when he attended for 
one year the Academy at New Casile, Dela- 
ware. In 1845 he became a farmer at ‘‘ Tonton 
Field,” the place of his birth, which is the 
name of a large tract of land comprising more 
than one thousand acres, which has been in 


He attended the} the possession of the Carter family since 1820. 


public schools of his neighborhood until he| The farm on which Mr. Carter resides is also 
7)as twenty years of age, when he was sent to} called Tonton Field, and his house is a brick 


His. 
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mansion, built by his father in 1833. In 1854 
he began peach-growing, and established his | 
nursery. In 1836 he set out fifteen hundred 
peach trees. Each succeeding year he has 
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to every generous impulse, and he spcedily 
became active in political affairs. In several 
capacities he gave his ardent support to the 
cause of the Union, and was in politics an 





added to the number, and in 1880 had seven 
thousand peach trees in bearing. His nursery 
consists of peach and apple trees, principally, 


active member of the Republican party, in 
which, even at so early an age, he became a 
recognized influence. In 1862 he was ap- 


but attention is given to the cultivation of} pointed Adjutant-General of this State, in 


pear trees, the smaller fruits, evergreens and 
shrubbery. Mr. Carter has found fruit growing 
a paying interest. During one year his sales 
amounted to $3,000. In politics he has always 
been a Democrat. He was united in marriage, 
April 20, 1847, to Miss Elizabeth Reynolds, 
daughter of Robert W. Reynolds, asketch and 
plate of whom precedes this biography. Ten 
children have been born to them, eight of 
whom survive: Mary Evelyn, wife of Dr. R. 
W. Hargadine, of Felton; Rev. Herman Car- 
ter, agraduate of Drew Theological Seminary, 


-and now a member of the Kansas M. E. Con 


ference; Sallie G. R., Julia, Edward B., 
Luther M.R., Frank R.. and Aimee Carter. 


Lawyer, was born at Dover, October 31, 
1840, being the eldest son of Chancellor 
7t~ Harrington, of honored memory. It 

>° has been the fortune of Delaware to 
have a succession of able men, whose useful- 
ness has been perpetuated in the virtues and 
talents of their sons. Of this, the subject of 
this sketch was a striking example. A life 
closed too soon as it seemed to human judg- 
ment, and yet so singularly fruitful of results, 
presents to the thoughtful and attentive mind 
a most interesting study. His earliest boy- 
hood gave promise of the future man. His 
elementary education was obtained in the 
town of his birth, and he was graduated from 
Delaware College with the first honors of his 
class in 1857, being then in his seventeenth 
year. At once the young graduate com- 
menced the study of the law, first under direc- 
tion of his father, and then of Hon. D. M. 
Bates, and was admitted to practice, No- 
vember 18, 1861, having, less than a month 
before, completed his twenty-first year. 
this time the cloud of civil war had over- 
shadowed the land, and soon after, it became 
the subject of all absorbing anxietyand atten- 
tion. His earnest and sympathetic nature re- 
sponded to the sense of public peril, as it did 

50 





At 


which capacity he rendered efficient service in 
raising, organizing and equipping troops. In 
the following year,(1863,) upon the election to 
Congress of Hon. N. B. Smithers, then Secre- 
tary of State, Mr. Harrington was appointed 
to that office. His new duties were discharged 
with characteristic industry and ability, and 
his administration thereof won the admiration 
of friends, and the respect of all. At this 
time, his interest in public affairs was un- 
flagging. He came at once to the front rank 
asa leader of his party, and wielded a large 
influence in shaping its policy and guiding its 
action, so long as it held power in the State. 
The death of Governor Cannon terminated 
his official life early in 1805, but his interest in 
public affairs continued till the clection of 
1866. After earnest but unsuccessful efforts, 
as Chairman of the State Central Committce 
of that year, in behalf of his friend, Mr. 
Riddle. asa candidate for Governor, he quitted 
the field of active politics, and, thenceforth, 
devoted himself untiringly to the practice of 
his profession. Shortly after, the death of his 
father Icft him, at twenty-five, the head of his 
family and stay of his mother and younger 
brothers and sisters. This sad event decided 
all his future course. He subsequently held 
two public offices, strictly in the line of pro- 
fessional duty, having been Deputy Attorney- 
General during a portion of the term of At- 
torney-General Wootten, and, July 1, 1872, 
being elected City Solicitor of Wilmington, a 
position to which he was re-elected for a 
second term. He was also a member of the 
Republican National Executive Committee 
from 1874 to the time of his death. Mr. 
Harrington's professional career, which ab- 
sorbed all of life which remained to him, 
was unique, both in the brilliancy of his 
success and the rapidity with which it 
was. achieved. The universal confidence 
of the bar and the public which his father 
| had enjoyed, was no mean inheritance ; but 
| the son, unaided,would have commanded suc- 
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cess in any forum. Hecombined all the quali- 
ties of atrue lawyer ina symmetrical develop- 
ment as rare as it was admirable. As a 
counsellor he was patient to hear facts, and 
indefatigable in verifying them, clear and 
accurate in legal jud.ment, fixed in his ma- 
tured opinions, and frank in their statement. 
He left nothing to chance. He went into 
Court,master of the situation, and tried his case 
with a brilliancy and dash surprising to one 
not in the secret of the laborious preparation. 
Endowed with singular versatility and readi- 
ness of resource, alert, courteous, indefatiga- 
ble, his success was inevitable. If he had 
been less brilliant in advocacy, he would have 
secured a reputation for accuracy of detail 
and industry in the dispatch of office routine; 
or, if his facility in all that pertains to the 
attorney had been less marked, he would have 
impressed himself as one born to win distinc-’ 
tion as a barrister. The union of distinct and 
well defined capacities which generally dis- 
tinonish two classes of lawyers, was of itselfa 
source of power, even if either had been less 
marked in him. Indeed there was no duty of 
the profession to which he did not bring the 
faculties of a master. Not unworthy of note 
was his considerate, courteous punctuality, 
which would not waste for others the time 
which he himself so well employed. While 
he thus displayed all these gifts which en- 
riched his client,his exemplary bearing towards 
the Bench fulfilled to the utmost his profes- 
sional oath,and his uniform courtesy made him 
the favorite of the bar. Mr. Harrington 
always maintained that high professional 
standard so essentialto the welfare of the bar 
and of society. To be a lawyer meant not 
merely the means of personal advancement, 
but he felt that he exercised a public function 
involving a lofty range of duties and responsi- 
bilities. In all that tended to elevate the 
tone and promote the esprit de corps of the 
bar he was facile princeps, The Bar Associa- 
tion and Bar Library of his county owe their 
existence to his energy and their growth to 
his fostering care. Courteous, self-forgetful, 
public spirited, he was pre-eminently helpful 
and encouraging to younger men, and his 
brethren of every age arose at his death and 
blessed his memory for the kindly influence of 
his life. Truly his own profession inits tributes 
tohis memory, recorded, as did Schubert's a 
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his grave, that therein were buried ‘“‘not only 
its richest treasures, but its brightest hopes.” 
Mr. Harrington was an active member of the M, 
E. Church, and at every point, where it was pos- 
sible, he touched society,and it seemed always 
brightened by the contact. His fondness for 
children was so marked as to surround him 
with them onevery possible occasion. No public 
interest came, within his reach which did not 
receive his hearty co-operation and before 
others had ceased to plan he had begun to 
act, always bearing the burden of the common 
labor. But the physical was not equal to the 
mental. Silent and unregarded, the forces of 
life had been giving way. More and more had 
the work absorbed the man, quite crowding 
out that social life in which he could be pre- 
eminent. The end came on the toth of Sep- 
tember, 1878, and he was not quite thirty-eight 
years old. 
O* ILLIAMS, HON. JAMES, Member of 
ra the Forty-fourth and the Forty-fifth 
Lay. Congress from the State of Delaware, 
A was born in the city of Philadelphia, 
axe August 4, 1825. His father, John Wil- 
liams, born in 1775, was, by birth, a native of 
New Castle county, Del., but went to Phila- 
delphia in early life, and was for many years 
engaged in that city as a dealer in lumber. 
He returned to his native State in 1846, and 
died, July 3, 1849. His mother was Esther, 
daughter of John Adams, of New Castle county, 
but originally from Maryland. Mrs. Williams 
died in Philadelphia, in 1875, in the eighty- 
eighth year of her age. The parents of Mr. 
Williams left six sons, having had eight chil- 
dren, of whom the subject of this notice was 
the seventh. After attending private schools, 
he, at sixteen years of age, engaged with a 
carpenter to learn the business of an archi- 
tect. He continued with him eighteen months, 
when his father having bought the estate 
known as ‘‘Redcliffe,” in New Castle county, he 
came to Delaware and engaged in agriculture, 
to which he has devoted his subsequent life. 
In 1848 his father bought the land on which 
he now resides, being a part of the old Somer- 
ville estate, the residence and home of Chan- 
cellor Ridgely. Mr. Williams built, in that 
year, the house in which he still lives. This 
farm consists of 172 acres of valuable and im- 
proved land ; and he is besides the owner of 
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goo acres, the greater part of which is in three 
farms, and the rest intimber. Mr. Williams is 


a Democrat in politics, and in 1856 was elected | 
by that party to a seat in the State Legisla- | 


ture, serving for the years 1857-58. He was 
again elected and served in the years 1863-64. 
In 1866 he was elected to- the State Senate 
and served from 1867 to 1871. During the last 
two years he was Speaker of that body. He was 
a member of the National Convention of the 
Democratic party, which in 1872 met in the 
city of Baltimore and nominated Horace Gree- 
ley for President. He was elected to the For- 
ty-fourth Congress by his party, serving on the 
Committee of Naval Affairs, and also elected 
a member of the  Forty-fifth Congress, 
serving on the committees of Military Affairs 
and Private Land Claims. 
returned to his home and has since devoted 
himselfto the care of his farms. Mr. Willian:s 
declares himself a hard money Democrat, and 
steadily refuses to indorse measures whose 
virtue solely lies not in consistency, but suc- 
cess. He was appointed by Governor James 
Ponder an aid on his staff with the rank of Col- 
onel. A good farmer, an eminent citizen, a 
most.excellent neighbor, he is highly esteemed 
by his owncommunity, and widely appreciated 
by his party and the State of Delaware. Col. 
Williams was united in marriage in 1850 to 
Miss Ruthanna, daughter of the late Mason 
Baily, of Kent county. By this marriage there 
are two surviving children; Nathanicl J., and 
Sarah Esther Williams. 


Gee OOTTEN, HON. EDWARD, one of 
HIRiG the Judges of the Superior Court of 
~ As Delaware, was born in Laurel, Sussex 
Hs county, October 2, 1810. His father, 
9 Peter G. Wootten, was a man of ability 
and great business enterprise. He was a 
farmer, a merchant, and engaged in vessel 
business, all of which he prosecuted with vigor 
and success. He was also interested in polit- 
ical affairs, and served in the State Legisla- 
ture. He died in 1824, at about fifty-seven 
years of age. The father of Peter G. Wootten 
came tothis country from England. He settled 
his four sons on two thousand acres of land, in 
one body, near Laurel. Judge Wootten received 
his early education in the Laurel Academy, 
which at that time enjoyed great celebrity, 






In March, 1879, he 


‘in Georgetown. 
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having all kinds of instruments and appa- 
ratus in the mathematical, astronomical and 
philosophical departments. At the age of 
eighteen Mr. Woottencommenced the study of 
law with the distinguished Thomas Cooper, of 
Georgetown, late member of Congress, and 
after his death, with James Rogers, Esq., of 
New Castle, being admitted to the bar in 1830. 
He at once began the practice of his profession 
He early exhibited great 
skill in the management of his cases, and ere 
long had gained a large clientage, and was 
recognized as one of the leading members of 
the bar in Delaware.- In 1845 he received the 
nomination for Congress by the unanimous 
vote of the Democratic convention, but this 
honor he declined, preferring to devote his 
whole time and talents to his profession. The 
following year there was a general desire ex- 
pressed by the judges and members of the bar, 
and prominent gentleman of both political 
parties, for his appointment as one of the 


judges of the Superior Court of the State ; but 








Governor Cooper, who was a Whig, refused, 
as was supposed, for political reasons, to make 
the appointment. It 1847, however, Governor 
Tharp, recognizing his fitness for the position, 
appointed him to the place, which he has since 
filled with such credit to himself and honor to his 
native State. Noappointment could have been 
more gratifying to the legal profession, or to 
the people at large, as over thirty years have 
proved. Judge Wootten has always possessed, 
in an unusual degree, the qualifications neces- 
sary for his responsible position, having a pro- 
found knowledge of the law, great decision of 
character, and a keen and intuitive sense of 
justice. With such assiduity and ability has 
he devoted himself to the duties of his high 
office, that no decision which he has rendered 
since his elevation to the Bench, has ever 
been reversed, although he has delivered the 
opinions of the Court and charged the Jury in 
many of the most important cases which have 
been tried during his long term of service, 
which were reviewed by the Court of Appeals. 
One of his distinguishing traits is his wonder- 
ful memory. It is common for the profession 
and others who know him, to say, ‘‘ He never 
forgets anything.” His comprehensive and 
accurate knowledge of law was marked, even 
before he became Judge, in his pleadings 


and was considered nearly equal to a college ; | before the high Court of Chancery where he 
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never lost but two cases, and those were ap- | Convention, but has since refused public office. 
pealed to the Court of Errors, and both re-| He was many years an elder in the Indian 
versed. Judge Wootten was, for thirty years, | River Presbyterian Church, which he joined in 
a trustee of the Georgetown Academy, and| 1841. He was married July 3, 1831, to Miss 
for many years a vestryman and senior warden | Lydia B., daughter of Isaiah and Hetty Whar- 
of the P. E. Church. For sixteen years pre-; ton, of Sussex county. Mrs. Houston died, 
vious to his becoming a Judge, he was a direc-| Apri! 12, 1876, inher sixty-seventh year, leav- 
tor of the Farmers Bank in Georgetown. Hel!ling the following children: John Mitchell, a 
is now in the ripeness of his years and experi-| farmer and ex-legislator of Dagsboro Hun- 
ence, hale and vigorous, and in the full enjoy-| dred ; Dr. Isaac Howard Houston, of Vienna, 
ment of all his physical and intellectual; Dorchester county, Md.; Edward Woolsey, a 
powers. He has large landed interests in the | merchant of Millsboro; Robert Isaiah ,a farmer 
vicinity of Georgetown. Judge Wootten was| of the neighborhood; Charles Bell, residing 
married, in June, 1833, to Mary, daughter of}on the home farm, and Henry Aydelott, a 
Judge Peter Robinson. Their only child,| teacher by profession, and residing at Mills- 
Alfred P. R. Wootten, late Attorney General boro, Del. 

of Delaware, died, August 28, 1864. .A sketch | Se 

of his life will be found in this volume. Mrs. See DAMS, ISAAC J. W., Mill owner of 
Wootten, a lady of great superiority and noble | § Laurel,was born, October 29,18..." being 
christian character, died, June 3, 1877. Judge) at the eldest son of Thomas Adam: Amill- 
Wootten is a man of unusual strength of AG wright, of Laurel, who died in 1866. His 








will and force of character, yet of a most ge- mother was Elizabeth Wootten, daugh- 
nial disposition, which makes him very popu-|ter of John Wootten. His grandfather was 
lar with his many friends. Isaac Adams, a farmer of Somersct county, 





aE ae Md_., who came to this State immediately after 
Oana ROBERT BELL, Farmer! the Revolutionary war. He married a Miss 
and land owner of Dagsboro hundred,| Cordry. The childhood of Isaac J. W. Adams 
was born, December 9, 1802, on the! was passed on a farm. On his fifteenth birth- 
farm where he now resides. His father | day he commenced learning his father’s busi- 
was Robert Houston, a farmer and] ness, and continued with him until he was 
land owner, who died in 1821. His mother was | twenty-two years of age. He then purchased 
Ann, daughter of Paul Thoroughgood, of that} the Cod Creek Mills, and while attending to 
county. She died in 1827. Of this marriage | these, also gave his attention to the trade he 
there were seven children. The progenitor) had learned. He next became part owner of 
of the family in America was Robert Houston, | the Galestown Mills, and devoted his time to 
an immigrant from Scotland, who. patented! their management. In 1867 he removed to 
the land upon which his posterity have lived) Salisbury, and engaged inthe manufacture of 
for successive generations. The name ‘‘Rob-|ship and house lumber with General Hum- 
ert” has been sacredly cherished in the Hous-| phries. In December of 1871, he became in- 
ton family and has always been the name of) terested in the Laurel Mills, and the firm be- 
the son living upon the paternal estate. Rob | came Adams & Co., (of which see Industries 
ert Bell Houston, the subject of this sketch,| in this volume,) who have built the present 
attended the private schools in his vicin-| mills and conduct the business. Mr. Adams 
ity until his nineteenth year, when the, has devoted himself assiduously to his business, 
death of his father made it necessary and, although his early advantages were few, 
for him to assume the management of the! he is a man of unusual intelligence, and is 
home farm. In 1827, upon the death of his} well-read and a_ representative, self-made 
mother, Mr. Houston became the heir to this, man. In politics he is Democratic, but has in- 
estate. In addition, he is owner, also, of 2,608! invariably declined the nomination to office 
acres, his total landed possessions amounting | often tendered him by his party. Mr. Adams is 
to 3,208 acres. He was brought up in the, a member and vestryman of Christ’s Protes- 
faith of the Democratic party, and in 1831 was tant Episcopal Church, of Laurel. In 1850 he 
elected a member of the State Constitutional | Was married to Miss Eglantine E., daughter 
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of Boaz Bell, of Broad Creek hundred. Of 
their nine children three only survive. Mrs. | 
Adams died in August, 1869, and Mr. Adams | 
was again married, in 1870, to Miss Margaret | 
Bell, a sister of his first wife. 


S-e,MYTH, BRIGADIER GENFRAL| 
SQ THOMAS A, was born December 25, 
Cw. 1832, in Ballyhooly, county of Cork, 
cAS\ Ireland. His parents were Thomas and 

Margaret Smyth: his father was a 
farmer in which business the son assisted, 
after leaving school. His educational advan- 
tages were limited, but by means of travel | 
through England and Scotland, and a consid- 
erable stay in London and Paris, he gained a) 
knowledge of life, and his habits of close) 
observation, and his faculty of readily compre- 
hending, supplied in great measure, every defi- 
ciency. He came to this country in August, 
1854, and settling in Philadelphia followed 
the business of wood carving. Soon after, he 
was influenced to join Walker’s forces in Nica- 
raugua. Little is known of his experiences 
there. Early in 1858 he made Wilmington 
his home, and in July of that year was married 
to Miss Amanda M. Pounder. In April, 1861, 
he raised, in Wilmington, a company for the 
three months’ service, and impatient of the 
delay in these matters in Delaware, took it to) 
Philadelphia, where it was accepted as Com- | 
pany H, in the 24th Pennsylvania Volunteers. | 
The regiment, much of the time, was encamped 
in Maryland or Virginia. His commanding offi- 
cerremarked, long after, that he wasalways in-_ 
fluenced by the bravery and prudence of Captain 
Smyth, to send him out on any expedition 
where danger was likely to be encountered, | 
and that he had no doubt, he had sometimes. 
imposed upon him labors that others should, 
have shared. His great powers of physical 
endurance enabled him to bear, uncomplain- |, 
ingly, fatigue, exposure and privations. His 
physique was splendid, indicating vigorous” 
health, and every action denoted the highest 
state of vitality. He was military in his bear- 
ing, and looked the perfect soldier. After the 
muster out of the Regiment, Captain Smyth 
returned to Wilmington where he organized 
the First Delaware Volunteers for three years’ 
service, and he was, October 22, chosen Major. 
During the stay of the Regiment at Fortress 
Monroe, embracing most of the time till the 
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following May, he devoted himself with ardor 
to the drilling of the men, and to the study of 
military science. In the battle of Antietam 
he displayed great personal bravery, and laid 
the foundation for that confidence which 
the First Delaware ever afterwards reposed 
in him. At Fredericksburg he added ma- 
terially to this reputation, and special men- 
tion was made of the regiment in the official 
report.) ‘On. the 18th of ; December,’ at:2a 
meeting of the officers of the Regiment, he 
was unanimously elected Lieutenant Colonel 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of Colonel Oliver Hopkinson, and on 
the 30th was commissioned by the Governor. 
On the 7th of February, following, he was 
commissioned as Colonel. At Chancellorville, 
also, he displayed his great ability as a com- 
mander: Foran account of his participation 
in these battles, the reader must be referred to 
his published memoir, by Dr. D. W. Maull, 
which is written in captivating style and is 
full of interest. It contains, also, the reports 
of Colonel Smyth, with full details. To him 
the First Delaware owed much of the morale 
which distinguished it in its entire service ; he 
imparted to it zeal and confidence, and inspired 
it with his own gallantry. He was the idol of 
his men, and every promotion he received was 
hailed by them with enthusiastic delight. 
Shortly after the last mentioned campaign he 
was assigned to the command of the Second 


Brigade, Third Division, Second Army Corps. 
Gettysburg was the first engagement in which 


he commanded a brigade. There he was con- 
spicuous for bravery, exposing himself at all 
points, where he thought his duty called him. 
He seemed rather to court than avoid dan- 
ger. On the last day of the fight he was 
wounded on the nose and head by frag- 
ments of shell. At the close of December, 
1863, he re-enlisted with the regiment as a 
veteran, and the command returned to Wil- 
mington to enjoy a thirty days’ furlough. 
While there he was the recipient of many marks 
of favor from his fellow-citizens, who were be- 
coming very proud of him. In April, 1864, he 
was assigned to the command of the Irish 
Brigade, and led it in the battles of the Wil- 
derness and Spottsylvania. In the accounts 
of the last, he is called “the intrepid, the gal- 
lant Colonel Smyth, whose name is already 
written in letters of gold on the scrollof mili- 
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tary fame.” The affection he inspired in these 


men of his own nationality, was unbounded. | 


He was their ideal of a hero. 


No possible justice can be done to the brilliant 
record of such a man ina brief sketch. Dela- 
ware, otherwise, preserves his fame in fitting 
form. In front of Petersburg all his energies 
were Called into play: he was ceaseless in his 
efforts to keep his command up to the highest 
point of discipline and efficiency. October 1, 
1864, he was commissioned Brigadier General. 


The checring, when the news reached the | 


camp, lasted nearly an hour, and so loud and 
hearty was it that the enemy inquired the 
cause. He was made the recipient of elegant 
presents, and officers and men were alike proud 
of him. In the engagement at Hatcher’s Run 
he ‘led his command in the most dashing 
manner.” On the morning of April 7, 1865, 
the skirmish began at “High Bridge.” 
General was riding in advance with the skirm- 
ish line, with his staff about him, when he was 
mortally wounded by a rebel sharpshooter. 
He died on the day of Lee’s surrender, and 
was the last General officer on the Union side 
killed in the war. The sad event marred the 
general joy over our victories. He died as he 
had lived—a hero. Not a groan or complaint 
escaped him, but he talked calmly of his situa- 
tion, and -‘said-:..=" 1am’ not afraid. towdie:” 
His body was embalmed and is interred in the 
cemetery at Wilmington. 
4 URTON, BENJAMIN, of Georgetown, 
{3 was born near Lewes, in 1810. His pa- 
ef”, rents were Daniel and Polly (Wolf) 
Burton. His father was a farmer; he 
died in 1822. His mother was the sister 
of Dr. Jacob Wolf, of Lewes, who was killed 
by lightning_in Georgetown. She died in 1834. 
Early in the history of the colonies, three 
brothers came from England, one settling in 
Pennsylvania, one in New England, and one, 
William Burton, in Accomac county, Va. In 
1700 the last named came to Delaware and 
patented many tracts of land on Indian River, 
which were at his death divided among his 
eleven sons. One of his descendants, Joshua 


He could sway | 
them as he willed, and some of the poetry | 
they wrote him—transcribed inthe work above | 
mentioned—is fine indeed, and thrills the heart | 
of the reader with sympathetic enthusiasm. | 
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! Burton, served in the State Legislature, from 
Sussex county, for thirty-two consecutive ses- 
sions. From William Burton also descended 


the subject of our sketch, who early attended 


the schools of his iocality, and at the age of 
fifteen was sent to boarding school in Wil- 
mington, where he remained three years. He 
then, till his majority, wasa clerk for his uncle 
and guardian, Myers Burton. At twenty-one 
he commenced mercantile business on his own 
account, which he continued until 1860. In 
1867 he removed to Georgetown, where he still 
resides. He is largely interested in mill prop- 
erty, owning Burton’s Mill, near Lewes, also 
Burton’s Upper Mill, and has an interest in the 
Millsboro Mills. He owns fifteen hundred 
acres of land in the county, one thousand 
acres of which lie in one tract near Millsboro. 
By appointment of Governor David Hazzard 
he was made a justice of the peace in and for 
'the county of Sussex. In 1842 he was elected, 
on the Whig ticket, a member of the State 
| Legislature, and again elected to the same 


The | position in 1851. Mr. Durion lias aiways taxon 


a deep interest in the State and National wel- 
fare. He was in early life a Whig, and since 
the breaking out of the late war has acted 
with and been prominent in the Republican 
party. At the beginning of the war he was 
considered in his county a large slave-holder, 
but his patriotism was superior to all personal 
or monetary interests, and, from the first, he 
stood forward as a friend and supporter of the 
Union. His political influence has been very 
great, and is justly recognized by the Repub- 
lican party. He has been three times mar- 
ried : first, in December, 1830, to Miss Sophia, 
youngest daughter of Colonel William D. 
Waples, of Sussex county. She died in 1832, 
leaving one child, who survived her but a short 
jtime. He next married, in November, 1833, 
Miss Adaline, daughter of Myers Burton. 
She died in 1835, leaving one child, who 
also soon followed her. February 28, 1838, 
he married, for -his third wife, Miss Catharine, 
daughter of General Green, of whom see 
sketch in this volume. Mrs. Burton was the 
eleventh child of her parents and the young- 
est daughter. They have six surviving chil- 
dren: Daniel, residing in Millsboro; Edward, 
his partner in business ; George H., Captain 
in the United States. Infantry, of whom see 
sketch ; Kate, Julia, and Clara Burton. 
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Gis ENNIMORE, EDWARD COLLINS, 
Oey a > Farmer of Appoquinimink hundred, was 
ore) born in New Jersey, April 17, 1830. 





more. 


405 An account of the family is givenin the | 
sketch of his father, Joshua B. Fenni- | 
He attended the schools of his locality 
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National Bank of the above place. In politics 
he is independent. In comraon with all his 
father’s family he is a member of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. He was married in 
1866 to Miss Susan P., daughter of Isaac Hall, 


cof Pennsylvania. Only one of their three’ 


till his twentieth year, after which he was asso-| children survives, Mary Louisa Fennimore. 


ciated with his father in agriculture and in| 


raising fruit. 


in New Jersey, and removed to one they had | 


purchased near Odessa. They_there conducted 
a large nursery, from which they soldannually, 
in different parts of Delaware and Maryland, 


35,000 trees. They were also very successful in | 


the culture of peaches, in which they have now 
been engaged thirty-six years. Mr. Joshua B. 


- Fennimore brought with him from New Jersey 


3000 peach trees, and every year increased 
the number till he had on his two farms of 
1400 acres,400 acres covered with this fruit. In 
1858 Edward C. Fennimore commenced farm-, 
ing by himself on a place called ‘‘ Rockland,’ 

about four miles from Odessa. comprising 800 
acres of land; and the following year set out, 
on another farm, 11,000 peach trees. From 
1860 to 1870 he sold from ‘‘ Rockland,” 183,650 
baskets of peaches, the gross receipts from 
which were $157,224,37.. He became the larg- 
est fruit grower in the State, and has realized 
in a single year over $29,000 from the sale of 
the different varieties. He has now 2500 trees 
in bearing in Delaware, and 7000 on his farms 
in Kent county, Md. These last contain 360 
acres, 100 of which are devoted to wheat. 
The other cereals are also raised to a more lim- 
ited extent. -He has about 4000 grape vines 
which, under his management, have proved 
very successful, and has been much interested 
in the cultivation of the sugar beet. He re- 
ceived the first premiums of one hundred dol- 
lars each, offered by the Delaware State Beet 
Sugar Company in the years 1879 and 1880. 
Mr. Fennimore bought, in 1867, eighty-six 
acres of land adjoining Middletown, for $20,000. 
These he divided into town lots, and in six 
months had realized from the sale of them 
the sum he had expended, and had still eight- 
teen acres remaining. To his enterprise Mid- 
dletown owes, largely, its growth and improve- 
ment. He is far-seeing, energetic, thoroughly 


reliable, and highly regarded as a man, and is/ life. 
one of the most successful agriculturists in| Wilmington City Council, 
He is a director of the Citizens’ | Fifth Ward, and served most acceptably as a 


the State. 


! 
| 








In 1845 his father sold his farm | ae ONRAD, AARON, Capitalist, late of 


oe) 


Wilmington, was born near the Blue 
Rid Bell, in Montgomery county, Pa, De- 
ent’ cember 25, 1805. His opportunities of 

© education were limited, but were well 
supplemented in after life by careful observa- 
tion, reading, good common sense and excel- 
lent judgment. He learned the milling busi- 
ness, which he followed for a few years, then 
went -to farming, in which he was quite suc- 
cessful, but left it about 1845, and started the 
coal business at Nicetown, one of the nu- 
merous small towns lying in the suburbs of 
Phiiadelphia. In comparison with its present 
gigantic proportions, the coal trade was then 
in its infancy, but by dint of perseverance 
and energy, he built up a large and prosperous 
business. While thus engaged he resided at 
Nicetown and Bridesburg, and on disposing of 
the business, removed to Germantown, and in 
1856, to Wilmington. Here he invested con- 
siderable capital, buying twenty acres of 
land on the outskirts of the city, and building, 
upon a portion of it, a large and commo lious 
dwelling for his own occupation. He also 
built, on this tract, several rows of houses 
By the growth of the city this land greatly 
increased in value, and he sold it off in 
lots at a material advantage. After parting 
with most of it, and also selling his residence, 
he removed, in 1869, to West street, inthe heart 
of the city, where he continued to reside until 
the time of his death. Besides the above, he 
invested quite entensively in farms in Caroline 
county, Md., which he greatly improved. All 
his investments in land were, for the most 
part, successful. He was a man of equable 
temperament, of quiet, but pleasant manner, 
and was particularly successful in winning the 
confidence and good-will of all with whom he 
was brought in contact. Being of a reserved 
tendency he rather avoided anything like public 
In 1877 he was elected a member of the 
to represent the 
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member, and as Chairman of the Street Com-| 
mittee. Re-elected in 1878, he was thus serv-| 
ing the city at the time of his death. He was 
a birth-right member of the Society of Friends, 
and retained that membership through life, al-| 
ways in the quiet, unassuming manner which | 
was natural to him. In his home-life he was 
an exemplary husband and father. He was 
married three times, and left, at his death, 
four children. His last marriage took place in| 
1858. He lived to the ripe age of three-score, 
years and ten, closing his long and successful | 
career, December 31,1878. The City Counciland 
both political parties united in paying appro- | 
priate honors to his memory, testifying to his 
many virtues and the respect and regard his 
~character inspired. 





@ONNER, JAMES, Saddle, Harness and 
Trunk Manufacturer, Wilmington, was 

Vip the oldest son of James and Elizabeth 
Ne re *(Browning) Conner, and was born, Sep- 


5) 
oS tember 21, 1813, near ‘‘Masseys,” 





county, Md. 
children ; Mary Eveline, who married John R. 


Wilkins ; Joshua Browning, who died in 1861, 
leaving six children; and Martha Elizabeth, 
who married William Bayard, and died in 


1840 When James Conner was four years of | 


age. the family removed to a farm owned by 
his mother’in Virginia, eighteen miles above 
Harper's Ferry, on the Potomac river, and 
his childhood was passed amid the beautiful 
scenery of that locality. In the winter he at- 
tended the country school, and in summer as- | 
sisted on the farm. When he was twelve, 
years of age his father died, and they returned 
to their old home in Kent county. At the 
age of fourteen he closed his school days and 
came to Wilmington as an apprentice to Mr. 
Stephen Boddy to learn his trade. His stature 
was unusually large for his years, his bearing 
manly and his countenance open and. honest. 
Also his ability and fidelity soon so won the 
esteem of his employer that in the second 


year of his apprenticeship he made him his | 


clerk and bookeeper, and during his frequent 
absences entrusted him with the general man- 
agement of the business. 


Kent | 
His parents had three other | 


In his will he ap- | 
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East Marlboro, Chestercounty, Pa., where, with 
only $04 in hand, he commenced life on his 
own account. August 24, 1834, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Rhoda Jane Morrison, of Wil- 
mington, by Richard Bayard, the first Mayor 
of that city. He remained in East Marlboro 
till 1839, when he removed to New London, in 
the same county, remaining in this place nearly 
twenty years. He succeeded in business ; was 

for ten years a justice of the peace, and was 
urged to accept the nomination for Sheriff of 
Chester county, but declined. In 1858 he re- 

turned to Wilmington, bringing with him suf- 
ficient capital to open business on a larger 
scale, and rented the eligible property at 237 
Market street, where he from that time con- 
tinued, purchasing the same in 1878 This 
became one of the leading houses in the State 
in the manufacture of saddles, harness and 
trunks,and Mr. Conner accumulated a hand- 
some property. He built, after plans of his 
own, the tasteful and commodious residence on 
Jefferson street, still occupied by his family. 
Wherever he lived he exhibited great enter- 
prise and public spirit, and greatly promoted 
the best interests of the community and ofthe 
church he attended. He was disinclined to 
official position, yet served the people of Wil- 
mington in almost every capacity but that of 
Mayor, which office was several times urged 
upon him, but he would not accept the nomi- 
nation. He was appointed by the Levy Court 
| one of the trustees of the poor for New Castle 
county for a term of three years, and was 
| President of the Board during the third year. 

He afterwards filled an unexpired term of three 
'months. In every position of trust his ability 
and integrity were conspicuous and unques- 
tioned. He united with the M. E. Church in 
Wilmington in 1832, and shortly before leav- 
ing New London was chiefly instrumental in 
organizing and building there a house of wor- 
ship for his denomination. His connection 
| after returning to Wilmington was with Grace 
Church. In 1879 he became a member of the 
Order of Odd Fellows. He had four chil- 
dren, the eldest, James Armstrong Conner, 
' born in 1837, is in business: in Wilmington ; 
Anna Maria is the wife of John A. Wilson, of 





the pointed him the executor of his estate. At) Wilmington,and Joshuanow conducts the bus- 
age of twenty Mr. Connor closed his connection iness left by his father, and Charles Duffield 
with Mr. Boddy, and after four months spent Conner. Mr. Conner was a man of fine appear- 
in learning saddle-making, went, in 1833, to| ance, and was hale and hearty almost to the 
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last. He died October 30, 1880, His widow | 
is a lady of unusual refinement, intelligence | 


and culture. | 


“G@:RAME PAYNTER, Farmer, and ex-| 
CY. member of the Legislature, was born! 
Sa in Indian hundred, in the house where | 
sO he now resides, October 21, 1826. His 

ef, father, George Frame, was a farmer and 
owned over 1500 acres of land. Whena boy, | 
he learned cabinet making in Philadelphia, | 
and after a trip to Havana, in 1819, he com- 
menced improving the 400 acres of land he in- 
herited. He was industrious and accumulated | 
a large estate. He was amember of the Leg- 
islature in 1831; elected sheriff in 1834, and a} 
strong candidate for Governor in 1840. He 
died, September 13, 1845, being theninhis 49th 
year. Hiswife was Elizabeth Jefferson, daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Ann (Jefferson) Warrington. 
An account of this family will be found in the 
sketch of Captain W. T. Warrington. Mrs. 





“ Warrington was related to President Thomas 


Jeficison, Eleven of the twelve children of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Frame grew to maturity ; 
Robert, Mary Vaughan, wife of Manlove Wil- 
son; Paynter; Ann J., wife of R. H. Davis; 
Henry Clav; Elizabeth West, wife of Nathan- 
iel Williams; George W., deceased; Rev. 
Clement T., of the Baptist church; Jennie W., 
and Thalia H. M. Frame. Mrs. Frame was a 
most excellent christian woman, noted for her 
intelligence, hospitality and executive ability 
She read the bible through thirty times She died 
Jan. 5, 1879, in her 77th year. The first Amer- 
ican ancestor of the family was Robert Frame, 
who came from England and patented seve- 
ral thousand acres of land in Dagsboro and In- 
dian river hundreds. Several of his children were 
among the earliest settlers of Pickaway county 
Ohio. His son, George Frame, married Eliza- 
beth Paynter, aunt of Gov. John Paynter. By, 
her he had two sons, Robert and Paynter | 
Frame. Robert Frame was a man of intelli- 
gence and character; he died at the age of 
thirty-four. His wife, whose maiden name 
was Mary Vaughan, was first married to Mr. 
West, by whom she had one child, Elizabeth. | 
After his death she married William Burton, | 
by whom she had three children ; Dr. William | 
Burton, late governor of Delaware ; John Ham- | 
mond, a noted surveyor, and Lydia. Mr. Bur-| 
ton also died and she married Robert Frame. 
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Their three children were Elizabeth Paynter, 
who married James Anderson, many years 
President of the Farmers bank, at Georgetown; 
George, the father of the subject of this notice, 
and Robert Frame, who became Attor- 
ney General of the State. Mrs. Frame 
died soon after her husband, and these chil- 
dren were brought up by their uncle, Paynter 
Frame, who had no children of his own. The 
subject of this sketch attended the public 
schools until fourteen years of age, and after 
that, the academies of Georgetown, Seaford 
and Millsboro, until past the age of twenty. 
The last year he paid his tuition in gold, 
which he had earned by catching rabbits. He 
was a good scholar, cager for knowledge, 
which he acquired with facility, and has always 
been one of the most intelligent citizens of 
his county. His mother chose him to remain 
with her after the death of his father, andtake 
care of the undivided estate, which he did till 
her death. He has devoted his life to farming 
and fruit growing, paying special attention to 
CC, Srauine ana smproving (or fruit. |. ve -has 
2,000 peach trees, also apples and pears and 
small fruits in all their varieties. 
passing his estate he has lined with the finest 
grapes grown. He owns, beside, a great deal 
of land, which is devoted to wheat and corn, 
and also raises tobacco. In 1876 he was one 
of the nine commissioners appointed to repre- 
sent Delaware in the Centennial Exhibition, 


into the interests and success of which he en- _ 


tered heartily. He served effectivelyas mem- 
ber of the Committee on Agriculture, and as 
Chairman of the Committee on Horticulture. 
He was also appointed by Governor Halla 
delegate to represent Sussex county in the 
National Agricultural Convention, which met 
in New York city, in December, 1879. At that 
meeting he assisted in organizing the ‘‘A meri- 
can Agricultural Association,” of which he is 
a member. He is part owner ofa vessel trad- 
ing from Milton to Philadelphia and New 
York. Mr. Frame was appointed executor of 
the estate of bis uncle, Peter Warrington, and 
has held other trusts. He is a member of the 
Democratic party, in which he has long been 
prominent. In 1854 he was nominated tothe 
Legislature, but his ticket was defeated. He 
was elected, however, in 1856, and served with 
great credit ; and again in 1866 and in 1874. 
He has, with but one exception, been adelegate 


The road- 
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to every convention of his party in the county | 
for the last twenty-five years. He has been a| 
member of the M. E. Church for many years, | 
and much of the time has acted as trusteeand | 
steward. Hewasa delegate to the Peninsula 
Convention of all denominations in 1860, and | 
since its organization, has been President of 
the Sussex County Bible Society. He became 
astrong temperance man when quite young,and | 
a Son of Temperance in 1847. He was made 
an Odd Fellow in 1850; a Mason in 1852 | 
Master of the Lodge in 1854, and a member 
af the Royal Arch in 1858. He was a dele- 
gate to the General Grand Convocation of 
Royal Arch Masons, in Baltimore, in 1872, and | 
is Past Deputy Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter of the State of Delaware. | 
Mr. Frame is well known throughout the 
State, and is popular and highly respected. 
He was a prominent candidate for Governor 
in 1870, and again in 1872, when it was the 
turn of Sussex to furnish the candidate. 





was born in Gaiden: Kent county, 


yaaa HENRY, Farmer, of Frederica, 


ASS February 17,1827, being the) fifth 
eae child of Frisby Bewly and Maria (Sharp) 

Clark. His father was born in Queen 
Anne county, Md., in 1799. He was a man 
of limited education, but intelligent, and re- 
markable for his energy and enterprise. Re- 
moving to Camden, when very young, he 
spent his ‘life there in the carriage building 
business, and died in christian hope, in 1846, 
when in his forty-seventh year. He had, the 
previous year, united with the M. E. Church. 
His wife, to whom he was united in 1820, was 
the daughter of Peter and Elizabeth Sharp, of 
Caroline county, Md. Nine of their eleven 
children grew to maturity: Elizabeth, who 
married John P. Coombe, of Camden, and died 
in January, 1872, leaving one child, Elizabeth 
Coombe ; William Bewly, Frisby Bewly, Ju- 
nior, both in the carriage business in Camden ; 
Henry, the subject of this sketch ; Ann Maria, 
widow of Ezekiel B. Fleming; Sarah, who 
married Dr. E. Dawson, of Frederica, and died 
May 27,. 1868; Jemima, married William F. 
Prouse, of Federalsburg, and died in 1861, 
leaving two children, only one of whom, Wil- 
liam Louden Prouse, is now living ; Mary and 
Catherine, wife of Joseph Brown, of whom see 
sketch in this volume. Mr. Clark attended, 


|cess to the. present time. 


DELAWARE. 
irregularly, the academy at Camden, till he 
reached the age of nineteen, when he learned 
the carriage building trade of his father, and 
worked as a journeyman till 1861. After this 
he was engaged in this business in partnership 
with his brother William, for three years. In 
March, 1864, he commenced farming, a voca- 
tion for which he had always had a special 
fondness, and in which he has had good suc- 
He removed, in 
1867, to his present residence, two miles south- 
west of Frederica. He has been an extensive 
and successful peach grower, having had, at 
one time, four thousand trees in bearing. The 
rest of his farm is devoted to grain and stock. 
He was brought up a Democrat, but on the 
breaking out of the war, he took strong ground 
for the Union and for the maintenance of the 
supremacy of the old flag. Since that time 
he has voted with the Republican party, but 
is independent in his political views. He 
joined the M. E. Church in 1850, but in church, 
as in public affairs, he has always declined 
every offer of official position. In 1867 he 
joined the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
Mr. Clark was married, in 1864, to Miss Mary 
C. Townsend, who died in 1865, and her infant 
son followed her a few months later. He was 
again married, May 13, 1868, to Miss Rachel 
Catherine, daughter of Ezekiel B. and Deborah 
(Frazier) Clements, of Kent county. They have 
two children, Evelyn Clements and John Daw- 
son Clark. Mr. Clark is a man of uprightness 
and integrity, and is regarded as a representa- 
tive agriculturist of his vicinity. 


GX ALL, CORNELIUS JOHN, Merchant, 
& of Milford, was born in Baltimore hun- 
O dred, Sussex county, February 10, 1837. 

His parents were William Spence and 

Eo Mary Derrickson (Vaughan) Hall. His 

father, a farmer and merchant, was appointed 
Postmaster by General Jackson, holding the 
position till his death in 1865; after which his 
son, Joseph E., was Postmaster for three years. 
William S. Hall was a Whig and was twice 
chosen to the Legislature, in which he served 
very honorably. He was also a delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention of 1853, and 
such was his popularity that the Democrats 
did not put up a candidate, many of them 
voting for him. His father, Adam Hall, moved 
{rom the vicinity of Richmond, Va., to Dela- 
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“He has been, all his life, a member of the 


BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 403 


ware, and owned large tracts of land in Sussex | i mathematics and astronomical studies, and, at 
county, which was divided among his children. | | tt 1e age of eight, had mastered all the element- 
The family were originally from England, and . ary works on these subjects, within his reach. 
settled first in North Carolina. Cornelius John Attending school until the age of twelve, he 
Hall attended the free schools of his locality; was in the habit of spending the noon hour 
till he was seventeen, and afterwards, a select | b in solving the problems of the other boys, sons 
school in Milford for one year. He was then, | of rich men, who, in return, kept his pockets 
for four years, a clerk in the store of his/ filled with pence. His fondness for calcula- 
brothers, H. J. and’ R: C. Hall; in that place, 
when he purchased the store and changed the! which he gained much notoriety, and turned 
name of the firm to C. J. Hall & Co. They/it to account. Much of the money thus 
had a large mercantile business and also an! gained he spent in the purchase of books on 
extensive trade in grain and lumber, which| the subject, but as soon as his maturer sense 
they shipped to northern ports. In 1864 Mr.| convinced him of the folly of the whole mat- 
Hall purchased the entire interest of his; ter, he closed them at once and forever. His 
brothers, continuing the business in his own!|son, ona recent visit to his father’s birthplace, 
name, on a more extended scale, and added| recovered a number of these books, with 
dealings in railroad ties, of which he shipped | others that he had pored over, eighty years 
many thousands. In 1869 he sold out thej before, in all,about one hundred volumes,some 
stock and business, but continued dealing in| of them one hundred and fifty years old; and 
bark,-ties, etc., till 1873, when in partnership! also some of his father’s’ early paintings, and 
with Mr. S. Matthews and others, he erected] brought them to this country. The books he 
the large brick machine shop and foundry ad-| presented to the Historical Society of Dela- 





FUliie tue CepoL. cuis imcerest in this me SOLG,; Ware. joseph Dean came to America and 
out in 1879, to his partner, Mr. Matthews,/} landed in New York, in May, 1811, without a 
and retired from active business. Mr. Hal! has} dollar in his pocket. He found employment 
owned a good deal of vessel property since|in a baker’s shop for a month, after which he 
1869, and has now an interest in two coasters.| went to Long Island and engaged in harvest- 
ing. On the approach of winter he found a 
Democratic party, and interested in its suc-| school, which he taught fora year, and then 
cess. In 1876 he was elected to the popular| started on a pedestrian tour through New 


branch of the General Assembly, in whose} Jersey to Philadelphia, thence to Lancaster, 





proceedings he took a prominent part. Re-| York and Baltimore, and from the last city 
elected in 1878, he served with distinction | back to Philadelphia, passing through many of 
during the session of 1879, and was Chairman} the towns of Delaware. In Philadelphia he 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. He| met aman who hadcome to this country with 
was, in September, 1882, appointed by Gov- him on the same ship, and who took him to 
ernor Hall, Clerk of the Peace for Kent county. the woolen mill, where he worked. There he 
Mr. Hall was married, in November, 1863, to|found him employment and taught him to 
Miss Wilhelmina, daughter of Hon. William|spin. He soon became very expert, remain- 
Tharp, late Governor of Delaware, and has|ing in the mill till 1816. During the war of 
sevenchildren : Mary Tharp, Annie, William|1812 there was not a dye house in the 
Vaughan, Bessie, Cornelius J., Junior, Minaand 
Lucy Hamner Hall. great inconvenience. Mr. Dean now turned 
to good account the knowledge he had so 
early acquired of chemistry, and with such 
appliances as he could command, put a 
dye house in operation and carried it on 
with great success. While in this mill 
he invented the first self-acting mule that 
ever spun a thread of yarn by power. 
He built the machine himself, from the ground 
up, and it was used for many years by mills all 


cOS2 EAN, JOSEPH, Founder of the Dean 
4 Woolen Factory, at Newark, was born 
ey April 18, 1784, at Sandbach, Cheshire, 
England. His father, James Dean, a 
* farmer in good circumstances, married 
Elizabeth Brook, of Daisy Brook farm, in the 
same locality. Joseph Dean very early de- 
veloped a remarkable talent for painting, 


tion led him into the study of astrology, for 


country, and our manufacturers were put to: 
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over the country, but he never secured a patent 
for it. In 181g he married Deborah Hansel of 
Biockley township, who died two years later, 
leaving him a son, William Dean, now his suc- 
cessor in business. In 1822 he married a 
widow lady, Mrs. Butterworth, a native of 
England, who in a long and useful life proved 
indeed a helpmate to him. Soon after, he left 
the mill and went into business by himself, 
but his services had been too vajuable to his 
former employer to be dispensed with, and he 
was invited to become his partner. The firm 
of Kershaw and Dean continued three years. 
Mr. Dean then took charge of a cotton mill 
at Rockdale, in the same state, which he car- 
ried on with great success for several years. 
February 22, 1832, the centennial anniversary 
of Washington’s birthday, he opened a store 
in Philadelphia, which he conducted four years. 
In 1835, Mr. Kershaw, his former partner, died, 
leaving a large amount of property, and Mr. 
Dean in assisting to settle up the estate, be- 
came again interested in the woolen manu- 
facturing business, which he re-commenced, 
January 1, 1836, in the neighborhood of Phila- 
delphia, where he continued till 1845, when he 
removed to Newark. The history of the busi- 
ness from that time will be found in the Indus- 
trial Department. In politics Mr. Dean was for 
many years a Federalist, but the reading of 
President Jackson’s veto message regarding the 
United States Bank, made him an earnest and 
active Democrat the remainder of his life. 
In 1838 he was elected magistrate of his town- 
ship which position he held till he moved to 
Delaware. He was a man of very decided 
character, but liberal in his religious views, 
generous, benevolent, honest and straightfor- 
ward. The sterling integrity of his character 
was known and recognized everywhere, and 
his credit was unlimited. The reverses of 
1857 affected his health, and, together with his 
age,incapacitated him from further active par- 
ticipation in business. He died at his home 


near Newark, February 10, 1861, at the age of | 
His loss was decply felt by | 


seventy-seven. 
the entire community. His tombstone bears 
this simple but most comprehensive inscription, 
‘“*He was aman.” His wife survived him four 
years, and died in April, 1865, at the age of 
eighty-seven. He was a man of fine material 
endowments and great practical sense, and in 
his dealings upright and honorable. 








HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


oe PPLETON,’ CAPTAIN ° WILLIAM 
as A) EDWIN, Soldierand Farmer, was born 
ee % near Odessa, June 6, 1840. His parents 
fs za) were John and Rachel Appleton. A 

“ods sketch of John Appleton will be found 
in this volume He is the youngest child of 
his parents and attended the school of his 
vicinity until his fifteenth year, when he was 
sent for two years to the Seminary at Penning- 
ton, N. J., where he received an excellent edu- 
cation. He was active in raising troops for 
service as United States volunteers until Au- 
gust 5, 1861, when he was commissioned 
Second Lieutenant, Ninth United States Infan- 
try, and at once reported for duty to Adjutant 
General Thomas, at Washington, D. C. He 
was assigned to duty by General Scott on the 
staff of General Lockwood, at Baltimore, Md. 
He was next assigned to duty by the Secretary 
of War, in Washington, where he remained 
under orders until after the battle of Williams- 
burg. Lieutenant Appleton’s regiment was 
posted on the Pacific coast at this time, and 
he joined them at San Francisco. In the 
spring of 1863 he was ordered to Stockton, 
Cal., as Acting Quartermaster for the First, 
Second, Third and Fourth California Volun- 
teers. He remained in charge of this depart- 
ment until September, 1863, when the troops 
were transferred. He reported to his regiment 
in October, and was placed in command of the 
company ordered to San Jose, familiarly called 
Black Point, where he built a battery, and 
upon its completion, returned to his regiment 
and became Captain of Company G, which was 
then stationed at Fort Alcatray, where they 
remained for one year. After being on duty 
in Southern California at various points, he 
was ordered to San Francisco in command of 
a battalion of troops to suppress the riot 
which had broken out in that city. Captain 
Appleton was placed in command of Presidia 
Barracks, which post he held until relieved 
about the close of the war. Late in 1865 he 
was ordered with his company to Northern 
California for frontier service, which was con- 
tinued until June, 1869. During this period 


he had command of the Humboldt military 


district, where the usual active frontier service 
with the Indians was experienced. In 1869 
Captain Appleton was ordered east of the 
Rocky Mountains to service in Wyoming, 
where he continued until late in 1869, when 
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he returned home, being discharged by act of 
Congress. Upon his return to Delaware he 
began farming near Middletown, and in 1876 
removed to ‘“‘Noxonton,” a farm containing 
200 acres of excellent land. He is largely 
engaged in the culture of fruit and has a fine 
orchard of 8,000 peach trees. Captain Apple- 
ton is a man of intelligence and ability, and 
devoted to agriculture. In politics he is a Re- 
publican and believes that the destiny of his 
country should be committed to the hands of 


that party. He is a member of the Methodist | 


Church, which he joined in 1874 at Odessa. 
He was married, April 27, 1876, to Miss Carrie, 
daughter of Joseph West, of New Castle 
county. 


of Rising Sun, Kent county, was born 
~Y in Schleswig Holstein, Prussian Em- 
c\ pire, August 25, 1844. His parents 

° were Hansand Anne Christina (Caster- 
ton) Hansen. His father was a landowner 
and farmer, but by becoming security lost his 
estate in 1845. He then became a contractor 
and builder. His death occurred December 
10, 1872, and his wife followed him, in May of 
the next year. Their children were: Thomas 
P., Maria Dorothea, Peter C., and Catherine 
Maria. The father of Hans Hansen was Hans 
Thord Hansen, born January 15, 1788, a 
wealthy farmer and landownet. He married 
Catherina Maria France, and had six chil- 
dren : Peter, Meth Maria, Hans, Thord, Johann 
Frederick and Paul Peter. The family is an- 
cient and honorable, highly connected,and for 
many generations possessed great wealth and 
influence. His father having lost his property, 
Mr. Hansen was favored with but few educa- 
tional advantages. At the carly age of six he 
was obliged to go out to work to assist in the 
family maintenance, and went to school only 
in the winter. That province, was alternately, 
under Danish and German rule, and attending 
schools in each language,he became master of 
both. He was confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church at the age of fifteen, and left school 
also at that time, after which he worked five 
years at farming. During the last war between 
Prussia and Denmark, the government placed 
him in charge of army wagons and ambu- 
lances. Resolving to come to the United 
States, he sailed November 10, 1865, and 
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| reached New York, February 2, 1866. He 
| Spent some time with his father’s brother, Law- 
[rence P. Hansen, and afterwards worked for 
‘John S. Collins in New Jersey, with whom he 
iremained three years. In the fall of 1868 Mr. 
Collins purchased the farm where Mr. Hansen 
|now resides, and rented it to him for half the 
profits, till he could buy it. He borrowcd 
| $2,509 and planted the first year, 1868, sixty 
'acres in berries,and the next year the remain- 
|ing seventy-six acres in peaches. Going to 
work with wonderful energy and courage, and 
thoroughly understanding his business, he was 
/enabled the second year to meet the expenses 
|of the farm. In ten years, notwithstanding 
that, in 1875, he lost $3,500, which he had left 
in the hands of Mr. Collins, through the failure 
of that gentleman in a canning establishment, 
he had paid off all his indebtedness, greatly 
improved the property, and was able to pur- 
chase the farm for $12,000. The following 
season he realized $8,000 from the sale of his 
fruit, having twenty-two thousand baskets of 
peaches. He joined J. Brown, in 1880, in the 
canning business at Wyoming, and this inter- 
est is a large and important one. In 1872 all 
his brothers and sisters came to Delaware and 
settled about Camden. When prospered him- 
self he did not forget those at home, and 
through his interest thirteen families and a 
number of young people—fifty-nine persons 
in all—were induced to come to this country 
and to settle in that locality. After he had 
settled on his farm, in 1868, he sent to Ger- 
many for his afhanced wife, Miss Hannah 
Maria Neilson, who came over, and they were 
married, April 13th of that year. They have 
now six children living: John C., George C., 
Annie Margaret, Thomas W., Eva N., and 
Etta K. Mr. Hansen is a member of the 
German Reformed Church, at Wyoming. 








f° HAMBERS, JOSEPH, of Dover, Manu- 
oft facturer of hermetically sealed goods, 
|: so was born in Chester county, Pennsyl- 
eae vania, March 31, 1840 His parents 
were David and Phebe Ann (Bell) 
Chambers. David Chambers was a farmer and 
merchant, an excellent man and greatly es- 
|teemed. At his death, in 1856, he left a com- 
| fortable estate, accumulated entirely by his 
own industry. He had three sons and three 
daughters: Richard B., Lydia A., Mary E., 
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Joseph M., Brinton H., and Melissa R. 


Chester county, who married Rebecca Moore, 
and had six children; Isaac, David, John and 
Joshua, Patience and Rebecca. The family 
were Friends from colonial times, and Rebecca 
(Moore) Chambers was a minister of the Hick- 
site meeting, possessing abilities of a high 
order. In answer tocalls from different places 
she traveled a great deal in the exercise of 
her gifts. Joseph M. Chambers received his 
early education in the common schools, after 
which he attended Swayne’s boarding school 
in Chester county. He also attended a select 
school] for two years. For atime he was em- 
ployed as railroad agent at Avondale, Chester 
county, and also during that period was en- 
gagedin mercantile business in the same place. 
In the spring of 1861 he graduated at Profes- 
sor Crittenden’s Commercial College, in Phila-- 
delphia, after which he became traveling 
agent for two years for the old Morris Nur- 
series of West Chester, and was employed by 
’ the Erciidoun Nurseries as generai ayeui, aud 
manager of their traveling agents, receiving 
a salary of $2500 a year. He spent several 
yearsin these occupations, traveling over Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and the Peninsula. While 
thus engaged, he established the Dover Nur- 
series in Dover, in which he was very success- 
_ ful, selling of peach trees alone as high as 
150,000 a year. In April, 1871, he commenced 
the business of canned fruits, vegetables, etc., 
in the same town, and in 1879 relinquished the 
nursery business. As a manufacturer and 
packer of hermetically sealed goods, Mr. Cham- 
bers has achieved great success. His busi- 
ness has grown rapidly under his manage- 
ment, and is now one of the leading industries 
of the place. A full account of his establish- 
ment will be found in the Industrial Depart- 
ment. He was a devoted Union man during 
the war, and was a Corporal of the Forty- 
third Pennsylvania Militia, Company C. He 
was on duty during July, 1863, when Lee in- 
vaded that State. In Delaware he has not 
been known as a politician, but is an uncom- 
promising Republican, and warmly ‘interested 
in the success of his party. In 1877 he was 
nominated and elected a member of the Town 
Council of Dover for two years. He served 
his term very acceptably to the people, and 
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His] Street Committee and a member of the Water 
father was Joseph Chambers, also a farmer inj 


Board. He was active and influential in get- 
ting the Legislature, in 1881, to approve the 
new arrangement for bringing water into the 
town. Mr. Chambers was married in 1867 to 
Miss Isabel, daughter of the late Charles.and 
Mary (Simington) Warren of New Castle 
county. They have four children; Josephine, 
Melissa, Edith and Harvey. 

SEXILSON, DAVID, Jr., son of- David 
\ 4 Wilson, of Odessa, of whom an account 
LAA has been given, was born at Cantwell’s 
S 


raed Bridge, in 1787. At the age of ten he 
ads was sent to Westtown (Friends’) 


Boarding School, Chester county, Pa., where 
he remained several years, completing his 
studies, and on his return served an appren- 
ticeship with his father, who took him into 
partnership when he had arrived at a suitable 
age. On his father’s retirement he succeeded 
to his large business, which he conducted with 
great honor and success till 1825, when, owing 


amen eninn 
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iv the general busincss 
country at that time, reverses overtook him ; 
he became discouraged, and against the judg- 
ment of his friends, turned his property over 
to his creditors.. He then removed to Phila- 
delphia, and in 1835, to Richmond, Ind. There 
he recovered from his financial difficulties, and 
during the thirty-five years of his residence in 
that city, enjoyed a competency. Mr. Wilson 
was one of the excellent of the earth. He 
remained, through life, a progressive mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, whose doctrines 
he honored. His mind was far above the 
average, and the reading he preferred was of 
the profoundest kind. His ideas, far in ad- 
vance of his time, made him an uncompromis- 
ing anti-slavery man, and he lived to see the 
great principles of truth and justice vindicated, 
which he had so earnestly upheld. He was 
married, in 1808, to Ann Jefferis, daughter of 
James Jefferis, a noted captain and ship-owner 
in the merchant service. Captain Jefferis used 
to sail from the wharf now owned by Charles 
Warner and Company, at Wilmington. The 
four children of Mr. Wilson by his first wife 
were: James Wilson,who died unmarried in 1877; 
Mary Corbit Wilson, who married Daniel Cor- 
bit ; she died, March 21, 1882 ; George Wilson, 
who married Alethea Swiggett. and now re- 


was re-clected and made chairman of thelsides in Richmond, Ind.; and Jefferis, who 
4 
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died in California, unmarried. Mr. Wilson lost | 
his wife in 1821, and in 1823, was married to; 
Mary Poole, daughter of William Poole, of| 


Brandywine Mills, and a sister of J. Morton 


Poole,a prominent citizen of Wilmington. The | 


three children of this marriage were: Sarah, 
wife of Jeremiah Meek, of Richmond, Ind ; 
William, an officer and brave soldier in the 
late war; he lost a leg at Gettysburg, and 
such was his character, prominence and popu- 
larity, that on his return to Richmond, he was 
elected City Treasurer, in which position he 
was continued till his death, February 15, 
1880; and Henry, a successful farmer near 
Richmond, Ind. Mr. Wilson died in August, 
1870, at the advanced age of eighty-three 
years. 


2° E AN, WILLIAM, Treasurer of the 
: Dean Woolen Company, Newark, was 






eo) ship, Philadelphia county, Pa., the only 
@P son of Joseph and Dehorah (Hansel) 


Dean. His mother died the year succeeding 
his birth. His father trained him from a very 
early age toa knowledge of his business, and 
to habits of industry and economy. He was so 
full of life and play that school was little to 
his taste, and he attended only at intervals. On 
New Year's day, 1836, his father placed him 
permanently in his woolen mill and he has 
from that time been engaged in this business: 
Under the careful oversight of his father, and 
his kind and excellent step: mother, the exub- 
erant spirits of his boyhood were gradually 
transformed to the remarkable business energy 
and enterprise that has marked his maturer 
years. When only twenty years of age he 
married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Asp- 
den, and now applied to his father for wages 
on which to live. He was allowed $4.50 a 
week, the sum being increased fifty cents each 
year till it reached six dollars per week. The 
young couple however had youth and health 
and each other, and always reckoned these as 
the happiest days of their lives. In 1845,a 
greater water-power having become necessary 
for his business, Mr. Joseph Dean removed to 
Newark, Del., and in February, 1847, took his 
-son into partnership, the firm assuming the 
name of Joseph Dean and Son. Each partner 
agreed to take out from the business but 
five dollars per week, though the son’s 
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family now numbered seven. At the end of 
a year not a dollar of debt had been incur- 
red. The profits of the business during that 
time were. $121 to, each, and .Mr. William 
Dean at once brought his share to his brave wife. 
After this the business went on prosperously 
for ten years, his family increased to eight 
persons, and a sufficient sum had been ac- 
cumulated to make them independent. Then 
came the financial troubles of 1857, and the 
savings of both father and son were swept 
away. To the former, now declining in years, 


this was a severe blow, and he never fully 


recovered from it. However, the mill, ma- 
chinery, and some stock were still left, and 
after a year or two Mr. Dean persuaded his 
father to let him begin again, which he did, 
with success. After the death of his father, 
in 1861, he took into partnership Mr. John Pil- 
ling, who had been with them in the business 
for the ten years preceding. The firm, how- 
ever, continued the old name of Joseph Dean 
andSon. Anaccount of its progress since,and 
of their wonderful success, will be found in 
the Industrial Department. Mr. Dean has been 
an efficient promoter of, and has contributed 
largely to, the building of the Pennsylvania 
and Delaware railroad, and has been, for 
many years a member of its board of direc- 
tors. He was the principal founder of the 
order of Patrons of Husbandry in Delaware, 
and was Master of Newark Grange for five 
years, also Chairman of the State Executive 
Committee. He isa hard and earnest worker 
in whatever he undertakes, and has done 
much to benefit his county and State. He 
gives freely of his means for the improve- 
ment of his neighborhood, is a friend of educa- 
tion and a trustee of Delaware State Agricul- 
tural College. He is an original thinker, and 
a strong and voluminous writer on a great 
variety of subjects. His highly descriptive 
and entertaining correspondence with the 
Every Evening, of Wilmington, during his 
visit to Europe, in 1881, was read and noticed 
all over the State. In politics he has always 
been an Anti-tariff Democrat; as such, was, 
in 1869, elected to the Legislature, in which 
he took a leading part, and was made Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
The success of his management was shown in 
the rise of State bonds from seventy-five 
cents to par, within a year after the pas- 





' medicine for one year. 
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sage of the Revenue law of 1869. In 1872 
he was Chairman of the Democratic State | 
Executive commtttee,but resigned the position | 
on the momination of Horace Greenly to the | 
Presidency and joined the straightout Demo- | 
cratic movement. He was elected a delegate 
tothe convention at Louisville which nomin- 
ated Charles O’Connor and Charles F. Adams 
for President and Vice-President, 


jority in the Legislature. Mr. Dean is generous 
and kind in his disposition and warm in his 
friendships. His devoted wife died, March 31, 
1881, greatly regretted by all who knew her. 
She left two sons and four daughters. 


7% OLLINS,. WILLAM THOMAS, an 
iY eminent Physician, of Smyrna, was 
ms born at Milford, December 29, 1831. 
oa His father was Henderson Collins, Sr., 

© who was a merchant of Milford for | 
many years. He was a man who greatly served 
his neighbors by his general knowledge of the 
law, and his kind interest in their affairs. He 
died in his native town, June 14, 1872, at the 
age of 84 years. His wife was Rebecca M., 
daughter of Rev. Benjamin Yeo, a local min- 
ister of the M. E. Church. She died October, 
1845. The Collins family were among the 
earliest settlers of Kent county, and are said 
to have been of Scotch-Irish extraction. The 
subject of this sketch was the ninth child and 
fifth son of his parents. His school advantages 
were better than those of most boys. Heat- 
tended the Milford Academy under the direc- 
tion of Rev. A. G. Marlett, late President 
of Irving Female College at Mechanics- 
burg, Pa. At the age of nineteen he en- 
tered the Grammar School, where he con- 
tinued one year, and in September, 1851, en- 
tered the Freshman class of Dickinson College, 
and after three years left that institution an 
advanced senior, and entered the office of 
Mark G. Lofland M. D., with whom he read 
At the expiration of 
this time he entered the Jefferson Medical 
College of Philadelphia, and graduated from 
that institution in 1857. He immediately en- 
tered upon the practice of his profession in 
Smyrna. From the beginning he was emi- 


-nently successful, and for twenty three years 


he has been continously engagedin a large and 
laborious practice. Doctor Collins,as a citizen, 


and by his | 
efforts in the state, secured a Democratic ma- | 


DELAWARE. 


| has taken a large share of interest in the social, 

| moral and religious welfare of the community. 

| He has for many years been known throughout 
the state as a prominent friend of temperance, 
land believes in total prohibition. In politics he 
|isa pronounced Republican,and was one of the 
| three electors from Delaware in 1872 which cast 
| the electoral vote of the state for Gen Grant. 
Dr. Collins joined the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at the age of fourteen years, in 1844, 
and has served the Asbury M. E. Church, in 
official positions, for most of the time since. 
|'He was elected President of the Delaware 
State Medical Society in 1876, and delivered 
his inaugural address in 1877, before the So- 
ciety, at Lewes, on ‘‘ The Primitive idea of 
| Medicine,” which was a learned and popular 
exposition-of the ancient molecular theory of 
growth and devclopment,expounded and main - 
‘tained by Professor Bennett, of Edinburg. He 
held this position for one year. In 1866 he 
| was sent asa delegate by the State Medical 
Society to the American Medical Association, 
|which convened in ihe city 
that year. Dr. Collins was united in marriage, 
March 9, 1858, to Miss Rachel M., daughter of 
Joseph Hoffecker, Esq., of Smyrna. The fol- 
lowing children survive of this marriage: E. 
Wilmer, Maurice, Bell, Nellie G., Mabel D. 
and Emily Hoffecker Collins. 
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w~ ATES, GEORGE H., Attorney at Law, 
Wilmington, was born at Dover, No- 
1655 vember 19, 1845. His father was Chan- 
ES cellor, Daniel M. Bates, of whom, see 
" sketch and portrait in this volume. The 
subject of this sketch received a sound prelimi- 
nary education at Wilmington, and in 1862, 
entered the Sophomore class of the Univer- 
sity of Penna. Not intending, at that time, to 
enter the profession, he left college at the end 
of his junior year, and went West, settling in 
Michigan, where he engaged in business. Af- 
ter remaining a short time in this locality, he 
was compelled, on account of impaired health, 
to change his plans and location. In 1866 he 
returned to Wilmington and commenced pre- 
paration for the bar, in the office of his father, 
and after attending a course at Harvard Law 
School, he was admitted to the practice of his 
profession at the April term of Court, in Kent 
county, 1869. He soon after opened an office 
in Wilmington, and was appointed Deputy 
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-among which may be mentioned the Delaware 


He was a delegate to the Democratic National 
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Attorney General by Attorney General Chas. | 
B. Lore, during the same year, which position | 
he filled until 1874. While acting in this ca- 
pacity he assisted in the prosecution of anum- | 
ber of important criminal cases, notably 


Bank Burglars, and the Doctor West case. | 
During the year of 1879 he became the Junior 
member of the firm of Harrington & Bates. | 
This firm had a large and lucrative practice in 
allthe courts of the State. After the death | 
of Samuel M. Harrington, Esq., Austin Har- 
rington entered, the firm became Bates & | 
Harrington, and the large practice has been 
successfully retained by the surviving mem-| 
bers. Mr. Bates is held in high esteem both 
as a lawyer anda citizen. He is careful and 
painstaking in his preparation and manage- 
ment of cases. Heis aman of superior nat- 
ural ability, o undoubted integrity, and his 
future may be regarded as certain. Mr. Bates| 
is a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, andan earnest worker for the advance- 
ment of the same. Me scrved as a member 
of the General Conventions of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church held in Boston in 1877 and 
1880. In politics he acts with the Democratic 
party from principle, but is not a politician in 
the modern acceptance of the word. Heisa 
firm believer in the doctrines of his party. 


Convention in 1880, and represented his Statein 
the Committee on Resolutions. Mr. Bates was 
married, May 26, 1870, to Miss Elizabeth B., 
daughter of Hon. Charles Theodore Russell, 
a distinguished lawyer of the city of Boston. 
Two children have been born of this marriage: 
Charles Theodore Russell Bates, and Daniel 
Moore Bates. 


«=A OOTTEN, ALFRED P. R., Lawyer, 
ia and late Attorney General of the state | 








Se Sussex county, December 12, 1834. He 
3 was the only child of Judge Edward, 
Wootten, whose sketch is previously given. © 
He early gave promise of unusual talent and 
his education was carefully conducted, first in 
the academy of his native town, then two 
years in a private school in Philadelphia, after | 
which he spent two years in Delaware College. | 
He then entered the Sophomore class of 
Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. and after | 


52 : 


social 
| With the President, Eliphalett Nott, and his 
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a three years’ course graduated in his twenty- 
first year, with the first honors of his class. 
He was distinguished in college for the preco- 
city of his intellect, while his amiable and 
disposition made him» many friends. 


family,he was anespecial favorite. Inanswer to 
inquiries from Judge Wootten whether his son 
possessed abilities for any profession that would 
insure him’success in life, President Nott re- 
plied by letter that ‘‘ Alfred would shine in 
any profession with ordinary application.” 
Shortly after leaving college he entered the 
law office of ex-Vice President George M. 
Dallas, in Philadelphia. Here, also, he was 


a great favorite with his preceptor, who, on . 


being appointed Minister to the Court of St. 
James, desired Mr. Wootten to accompany 
him. But he preferred to prosecute his studies 
without interruption, which he did in the office 
of Judge Thayer, in the same city, who was a 
nephew of Mr. Dallas. Mr. Wootten’s inten- 
tion of opening an office in Philadelphia was 
ovcitulcd bythe advice of his friends and ‘dis- 
tinguished gentlemen of the bench and bar, 
who thought a young man of his promise and 
acquirements should not leave his native State. 
He accordingly opened an office in Wilming- 
ton. His memory, like that of his father, was 
very tenacious ; he could remember the testi- 
mony in a case without the aid of manuscript. 
He was universally popular, both as a lawyer 
and in society, by which he was much sought, 
and made many friends. In September, 1861, 
he was appointed Attorney-General of Dela- 
ware, which high office he filled with distin- 
guished ability till his death, which occurred 
August 28, 1864. Mr. Wootten was married 
in March, 1859, to Miss Rhoda, daughter of 
Governor William Burton, M. D. They had 
but one child, Mary Robinson Wootten, who 
is still living. 


oe. REV. IGNATIUS TAYLOR, 
@! fi AgiM,, Di Ds. was « borin Dower, 
WW March 16, 1806. He was the second 
aS child of Judge Richard Cooper, (see) by 

© his second marriage. He received his 
early education in the academies of Dover and 
Camden, and entered Washington College, 
Md., at the age of fifteen years. In 1825 he 
entered the law office of the late Chief Justice, 
Thomas Clayton, as a student, and was ad- 
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mitted to the bar in 1828. Mr. Cooper at once | 
opened an office in his native town, and from 


the beginning was eminently successful, being 
peculiarly well adapted to the requirements 
of the profession, both by natural endow- 
ments and by his training. In 1832 he 
was elected Clerk of the House of Dele-| 
gates; and the following year was elected a 
member of the same body. That was the first 
session under the new constitution, and much 
of the labor of harmonizing and adapting to it 
the whole legal system of the State, fell to 
his lot. He had:.joined: the M: E. Church 
during the revival in Dover in 1831, and be- 
came at once an active and working member. 
As time passed on he felt a conviction that he 
was called to preach the gospel, and at the 
close of the spring term of the court in 1834, 
broke abruptly from the full tide of business, 
and leaving behind him the most flattering 
prospects, entered the itinerant ministry. 
The giving up of those bright wordly expecta- 





tions, and the choosing, at the call of duty, the 
1 


-humbie, ili-paid and laborious work of the 


ministry, he has never regretted. His first 
appointment was on the Talbot circuit, his 
colleague being Rev. Joshua Humphriss. He 
at once attracted attention as an able and 
eloquent preacher, earnest and evangelical, 
and strong and logical in his style. He was 
stationed on the more important circuits, and 
in the larger towns of the Peninsula for several 
years; crowds everywhere attending on his 
preaching,and many hundreds being added to 
the church. In 1837, he was appointed by the 
Bishop to the Salem and St. Georges churches, 
Phila. Next he ministered to Wharton street 
and Nazareth churches. In 1848, he was 
made Presiding Elder of the South Philadel- 
phia district, reaching from that city to Mid- 
dletown, Penn., which office he ably and ac 

ceptably filled for three years, when, at the 
special request of the Nazareth church, he was 
returned to them as their pastor. In 1843, 
Delaware College conferred on him the hon- 
orary degree of Doctor of Divinity,and Wash- 
ington College, in 1844, the degree of Master 
of Arts. He continued in the active labors of 
the minisitry till 1860, since which time he 
has resided in Camden, Del., where, with his 
wife, he is enjoying a serene old age, and the 
pleasant recollections of a worthy life devoted 
to the welfare of his fellow men. 


| 
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married, February 7, 1831, to Miss Mary T., 
daughter of Seth and Lydia (Ward) Godwin, 
of Caroline county, Md. Dr.and Mrs. Cooper 
have had eight children, viz ; Angeline Louisa, 
who died in early life; Richard Godwin, attor- 
torney at Law, New Castle; Louisa, who died 
young; Ezekiel Waugh, M. D., of Camden ; 
William Henry, M. D., of Kenton; Ignatuis 
Taylor, Jr., attorney at law, of Dickson, Ala- 
bama; Alexander Bradshaw, Deputy Attor- 
ney General of Delaware; and Albert Seth, 
who died young. 











Lux ILLS, ISAAC N., Superintendent of 
o Falk the Delaware Division of the Phila- 


fe? delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
So” Railroad, was born in Philadelphia 
county, September 13, 1836. His 


mee 


father, Matthew Mills, was a florist, who was 


born in England, but came to America when 
he was. but a youth. He married Susan Mac- 
Millan, whose birth occurred in Scotland, but 
who was brought to this country when but a 
Of this. miarriage there were six chil- 
dren, five of whom grew to maturity, though 
Isaac N. is the only surviving son. Matthew 
Mills died in 1867 when in his fifty-eighth 
year ; his mother in 1867. His grandfather 
was of Scotch ancestry. He was, at twelve 
years of age, apprenticed to the trade of a 
printer. After working for five years in Phila- 
delphia he came to Newark and engaged as 
clerk in the store of J. W. Evans. Here he 
remained for four years, and in 1857 went back 
to the printing business and worked on the 
Cectl Whig, Elkton, Md. During this year, 
desirous of seeing at least a part of the West, 
he went to St. Louis, Mo., and worked at 
printing. In December he returned East and 
obtained a position in the employ of the Phil- 
adelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad 
as brakesman on a freight train. Here his 
ability and care soon made him known to those 
who could serve him, and from this humble 
post he has risen to that of Superintendent. 
Mr. Mills, in 1860, was appointed agent at the 
Perryville Station, and so satisfactory were his 
services to the company during his ten years 
of service at this place, that when the Dela- 
ware Division needed a-general agent he, in 
the autumn of 1870, was elected to occupy 


1994 
Chia, 


‘that important position. In 1881 he was made 
He was | 


Superintendent of the Delaware Division, 
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which position he has most ably filled. Mr. 
Mills is widely known in Delaware and Mary- 
land, in political circles. In politics he is a de- 
cided Republican, and cast the first vote he 
was ever privileged togive, for Abraham Lin- 
coin as President. In 1861, upon the breaking 
out of the war of the rebellion, he was a de- 
voted Unionist, and during the ten years of 
his residence in Cecil county, Md., was a mem- 
ber of every Republican convention held in 
that county. In 1880 was chosen President of 
the Delaware State Convention, and by his 
fairness and ability earned the regards of the 
best men of that party in the State. Mr.Mills 
was also a member of the State Central 
Republican Committee, and was active and in- 
fluential. He is now aresident of Dover, hav- 
ing removed there in 1880. He was married, 
in 1858,to Miss Annie, daughter of William 
Miggett, of New Castle county, and there are 
four daughters living: Jeannette, Clara, Susan, 
and Alice Mills. 


Awe ILLING, JOHN, President of the Dean 
4 Woolen Company, Newark, was born 
co wy at Chowbent, Lancashire, Eng., March 
4] eo) 6, 1830. His parents, Richard and Su- 
san (Bradshaw) Pilling, are still living. 

His father, a silk weaver, was in limited cir- 
cumstances, and his son John was obliged to 
leave school before he was eight years of age, 
and afterwards, for many years, his teachers 
were the stern necessities of a lifeof toil. Be- 
fore his eleventh year he had served outa 
boys’ apprenticeship at making sparables or 
shoe nails, a day's work being 4,000 at 6 cents 
per 1,000, one-half going to his employer for 
the use of the shop. In 1841 he came with 
his parents to America, settling in Philadel- 
phia, where both father and son worked in 
various woolen and cotton mills. The next 
year they came to Broadbent’s carpet mill in 
Brandywine hundred, following him to Mill 
Creek hundred and remaining till 1845. They 
were employed in various mills till 1848, when 
they entered the mills of Joseph Dean & Son. 
John Pilling was then eighteen, and his wages 
$4 a week. After several years of faithful ser- 
vice, being advanced by slowstages toa salary 
of $10, he then relinquished his position, ac- 
cepting that of man of all work at $5 a week, 
as the only means by which he could learn all 
the details of the business. This step he con- 








| 





siders the turning point in his business life. 
In 1857 he became the superintendent of a de- 
partment in the mills of Robert Kershaw, 
in Philadelphia, which were soon stopped by 
the panic of that year. From 1858 to 1860 he 
managed the mills of Shaw & Armstrong in 
that city. Hethen returned to Newark and 
became the partner of William Dean, which 
continued till 1882, when they organized a 
stock company, with Mr. Pilling as President 
and Mr. Dean as Treasurer. A history of this 
industry will be found in this volume. This 
business, managed with great ability and pru- 
dence, has been very successful, and long 
since, Mr. Pilling has attained to wealth and 
honorable position. He is also President of 
the Kiamensi Woolen Company, located at 
Stanton In 1867 he made the tour of Eu- 
rope, visiting the most celebrated mills of 
England, Belgium, Holland and France, to in- 
form himself of the best methods and processes 
incident to their business, resulting on his re- 
turn in introducing great improvements into 
their works, and during ihe long period of de 
pression following the panic of 1873 their 
mills never stopped, except for repairs. In 
1880 Mr. Pilling made a second visit to Eu- 
rope for his health, which had become im- 
paired by his long and close application to 
business. In politics he was originally a 
Democrat, but when the rebellion was thrust 
upon the country he joined the Republican 
party and, together with his partner, ardently 
supported the Union cause, the frm contribu- 
ting several -thousand dollars to its success. 
Such is the high esteem in which he is held 
that he has been chosen to fill nearly every 
local office in the gift of the people He soon 
became an honored and trusted Republican 
leader, and in 1866 and again in 1880, was 
elected a member of the Legislature, where 
his course was so honorable and marked by 
such good judgment as greatly to increase his 
reputation. He secured the passage of the 
bill giving additional aid to Delaware College ; 


the charter of the Pennsylvania and Delaware 


Railroad, and other important legislation. He 
has been again nominated for the Legislature 
in 1882. He has been for several years a di- 


‘rector of the First National Bank of Newark, | 
'and connected with nearly all the enterprises 
which have for their object the improvement 
| He was married in 1851 to Eliz- 


of the town. 
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abeth B. Kelley. Their children were: Kate, | was, in 1871, elected county commissioner 
who died December 17, 1872; Isabella, wife | for two years, and again, in 1873, for the same 
of S. J. Wright, of Newark ; See Estella,; length of time. He is now liberal in politics, 
and John Pilling, Jr. His ite died, Decem-j| and sustains those whom he regards as the 
ber 21, 1873, an October 4, 1877, he married} best men. He has been, for twenty years, a 
Miss Ellen Glenn. This brief sketch shows | member of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
that Mr. Pilling is a self-made man, indefatiga-| in which, for the greater part of that time, he 
ble, able and progressive ; but it does not re-| has filled the offices of steward, trustee and 
veal the simplicity of his nature, the amiabil-| sabbath school superintendent. He was mar- 
ity of his disposition, or that scrupulous sense | ried, May 15, 1851, to Miss Mary M., daughter 
of honor and truth which are his striking char-| of Joseph and Eliza (Mayne) Middleton, of 
acteristics. His ideas are broad, liberal and| New Castle county. Joseph Middleton was a 
practical, gained in the school of real life and} lineal descendant of Arthur Middleton, one of 
in sharp contact with the business world. {the signers ot the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. Mr. and Mrs. Griffith have seven chil- 
dren: Elizabeth, wife of Saxe G. Clift; 
Josephine,-wife of Captain Andrew Woodall, 
of Georgetown, Kent county, Md.; Fannie, 
wife of Isaac Gibbs, a son of Benjamin Gibbs, 
whose record is in this volume ; Robert Mid- 
dleton, Charles, Harry and Joseph Thomas. 
Mr. Griffith is an enterprising man, an excel- 
lent citizen and highly respected. 








bis RIFFITH, ROBERT SHIELDS, 
AN} mer, of Kent county, Maryland, was, 
OW » born near Newark, August 13, 1828, 
“Si and was the fifth son of Joseph and 
Agnes (Adams) Griffith. A sketch of 
the family will be found in this volume. 
Robert S. Griffith grew up on the farm, and at- | 
tended what was called Jones’ school house | 
till he was fifteen years of age, when he spent 
two years at the celebrated school of Rev. 
Samuel Aaron, at Norristown, Pa. He then 
returned tothe home-farm, where he lived and 
labored till 1851, when his father having 
purchased the farm known as ‘Rich Hill,” 
-at Sassafras, Kent county, Md., he removed 
thither and has since made it his home.|ing Whig. He died in 1841 after a short 
The farm consists of 261 acres of highly im-| illness, While returning from a distant part 
proved and valuable land devoted to grain| of the country he stopped to hear the Rev. R. 
and fruit. Mr. Griffith has some of the finest E, Kemp preach, and upon reaching home 
wheat lands on the Peninsula. He has ten! said to his family, that he wanted Mr, Kemp 
acres in peaches and eight acres in pears, but | to preach at his funeral. In one week after this 
has been especially successful in small fruits, | he died, and his funeral discourse was preached 
of which he has ten acres in full bearing. His|by Mr. Kemp. His mother was Keturah, 
varieties are the finest that reach the northern! daughter, of William Shockley. She was a 
markets. He has also two and a half acres in) Methodist and died in 1850, Mr, Davis in 
asparagus. Heis a first-class and successful} early life had no opportunities of education, 
farmer. The house on the farm is a large} The death of his father left him poor, and he 
two-story brick building, erected in the most had a hard battle in life from the beginning, 
substantial manner about 1775, by Alexander! There were no schools in that part of the 
Beard, who then owned the property. He! country, and he worked upon the farm from the 
brought the bricks from England, probably in time he could work. At the age of twenty-one 
his own vessel. The property was afterwards years he could scarcely write his own name, 
owned by Hon. Charles Thomas, Ex-Gov- and his knowledge of reading and arithmetic 
ernor of Delaware, of whom Mr. Joseph Grif-| was very limited. He found’ himself without 
fith made the purchase in 1840. The subject! means on a small farm; yet at twenty- 
of our sketch was, for many years, a member three yearsofage,married,and fora time contin- 
of the Democratic party, on which ticket he ued upon the farm. Finding success impossible 


Ba AVIS, MARK HENRY, Fruit Grower 
for Evaporated Fruit, Milford, was born 
we, May 17, 1835, in Cedar Creek hundred, 
eB His father was John Campbell Davis, a 
“a miller and farmer of Sussex county. He 
was a member of the Levy Court and a lead- 
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he removed to the town of Milford, where he 
resided for one year in very straitened cir- 
cumstances. He went to Philadelphia in 
1861, and obtained a position in the commis- 
sion house of Rodman Carter, 
mained one year. Here he obtained a good 
business education, and feels deeply indebted 
to his employer there. 
his salary was only four dollars per week. 
August, 1861, 


from. His purchases for twenty-eight days 
amounted to $29,000, and his drafts were 
honored to any extent. Mr. Davis was now 
very successful, and by economy, had saved 
enough money to justify entrance upon busi- 
ness for himself; he accordingly purchased 
the store of Fooks and Brother, Laurel, and 
engaged in the business of general merchan- 
dizing. He was not very successful as to 
his store, but he made money in buying fruit 
and produce. In 1868 he purchased a farm of 
300 acres in Prime Hook Neck, upon which he 
planted an orchard of 8000 peach trees, and 
afterward shipped his fruit to markets in the 
North. He continued to do this until 1874, 
since which time he has evaporated all his 
fruit. In 1870 he disposed of his business in 
Laurel, and removed to Milford. In 1875, he 
purchased an additional farm of 100 acres, and 
in 1876, bought another at Jefferson’s Cross 
Roads, upon which he set out large orchards, 
until now he has 14,000 trees growing, He 
has erected a large building for this business, 
capable of evaporating 600 baskets a day, and 
it takes from sixty to seventy hands to run 
his establishment during the season, which 
continues only six weeks Last season Mr. Davis 
paid out $1,800 for laboralone. 
native Delawarean who evaporates all his fruit, 
and he believes this the better method for 
turning the product of his orchardsinto money. 
Asa business man Mr. Davis is possessed of 
more than usual ability, and asa citizen enjoys| 
the confidence of the community in which he 
resides. He was appointed Deputy Collector 
of Internal Revenue for his district, and served 
with much credit in this position until the 
office was discontinued. Mr. Davis was united 
in marriage, January 6, 1858, to Miss Mary E., 


where he re-| 


For much of the year) 
In) 
by the advice and consent of, 
his employer, he engaged in the business of, 
buying up fruit and produce, and received for) 
his part, one half the profits accruing there-| 





He is the only | 
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‘hundred. She isa lady well fitted to enable 


her husband to achieve success in life in any 
direction. They have three children living, 


Frank Wilson, Eliza Gray, and Lulu Tate 


NAZS: 


<= OBBINS, JAMES WASHINGTON, 
late of the firm of Richardson & Rob- 








ey \S bins, Dover, was the son of William 
Ss 23 Robbins, and born in Granville, Wash- 


Sington county, N. Y., May 27, 1831. 
After receiving a good English education he 
learned the tin business, faithfully serving out 
an appreticeship of five years. He then came 
to Smyrna, Delaware, where he worked at his 
trade for four years, when he went to Dover in 
the employ of A. B. Richardson & Co.,in the 
stove and tin business, for a year, when that 
firm was dissolved and the firm of Richardson 
& Robbins, was formed, which continued nine- 
teen years, and ended by the death of Mr. 
Robbins, June 27, 1876. Early in the history 
of this partnership the firm began the canning 
business in a small way, but ina short time it 
grew so rapidly under the thrifty management 
of the firm that the stove and tin business was 
discontinued, and all their energies were given 
to the canning bnsiness, a full history of which 
is given in this volume. As this interest grew, 
Mr. Robbins devoted himself largely to the 
outside business connected with the establish- 
ment, and most ably and successfully labored 
for its advancement and prosperity. Hewasa 
man of large views, and most active, energetic 
and industrious, besides possessing great practi- 
calsense and superior judgment. He was affa- 
ble, kind, generous and charitable, and through 
these qualities made many friends, and was 
muchbeloved. His death was lamented by the 
entire community in which he lived, and to 
whose prosperity he had so largely and mate- 
rially contributed. 


os ey OORE, HON. JOHN T., Laurel, was 
born in Little Creek hundred, April 


S 4 (5p a Ge: of Little Creek hundred, who 

ee was among the earliest friends of the 
M.P.Church and bore throughout along life the 
character of an upright christian gentleman. 
His mother was Nancy, daughter of John 


| Dashiell of the well known Dashiell family of 


daughter of James M. Kane, of Cedar Creek| Maryland. She was regarded asa most ex- 
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emplary christian woman by all who knew her. 
Mr. Moore attended the public schools in his 
vicinity until sixteen years of age, when he 


began attending a select school in Laurel. 
Here he continued until his twentieth year, 


when he commenced an agricultural life upon 
the farm where he was born, which was at- 
tended with no small degree of success until 
1847, when he removed to Laurel and engaged 
in merchandizing. He became the possessor 


of several vessels and contracted largely for 
wood, grain, lumber etc., which he shipped t 
Northern markets. In 1857 Mr. Moore was | 


appointed clerk of the Superior Court of Sus- 
sex.county, by Gov. P. F. Causey. 
years of ofits official service he returned 
to Laurel,giving his attention to his mercantile 


i . . . \ 
pursuits until 1870 when he retired from active | 
still retaining, however, an interest in | 


business, 
the purchase of grain and lumber until the year 
1876, when his attention was given to the 
management of his farms and the oversight of 
his vessels. 
acres of land, divided into six farms, in Sussex 
county, on which there are 6,000 peach trees 
in bearing, producing tn 1878 4,000 baskets of 
peaches. rns smaller fruits have also received 
much attention. In 1874 Mr. Moore was nom- 
inated on the Democratic ticket for State 
Senator from Sussex county. He was elected 
and served as Chairman of the Committee on 
Accounts, was on the Committee on Enroll- 
ment, on Revised Statutes, and Finance. His 
period of service expired in 1877, and for this 
session he served as Speaker of the Senate, in 
which office he gained by his knowledge of 
parliamentary law, his urbanity and fairness, a 
large hold upon the confidence and esteem of 
the members of that body. Mr. Moore is ad- 
mirably fitted for any position of public trust 
to which his friends may seek to promote him. 


For the last twenty years he has been a mem- | 


ber of the M. P. Church in Laurel, and has 
served as a lay delegate in several sessions of 
the Baltimore Annual Conference. In 1840he 
was married to Miss Sallie, daughter of Na- 


thaniel Horsey, a well known business man | 


of Laurel. Their only son, Andrew W. Moore, 
died at the age of twenty-five years. After 


the death of his first wife, he married Miss_ 


Rebecca, daughter of Winder Dashiell, Esq., 
who is also deceased, leaving no children. Mr. 
Moore has been solicited often by his party to 
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After five | 


Mr. Moore ts the owner of 1,000! 


WAR 


(allow his name to go before the people asa 
| candidate for Governor cf the State, and in 
1882 every inducement was presented his 
imany friends in the State, among whom were 
the leading men of the Democratic party, but 
he firmly and persistently declined, the 
great regret of his party generally in the 
State. 


by 


to 


iva % ONDER, HON. JAMES, Ex-Governor 
Gri : of Delaware, was born in Milton, 
anc October 31, 1819. A‘sketch of his 
| ather, Hon. John Ponder, and of the 

oo) family history, will be found in this 
volume. Governor Ponder received a good 
education in the academies of Muiiton, Lewes, 
and Georgetown, compieting his studies in 
1838, when he became a clerk in his father’s 
store, in Milton. On the first of January, 1843, 
he was admitted into partnership with his 
father. They carried on a very extensive 
mercantile business and were largely engaged 
in shipping produce, grain, bark, lum- 
ber, etc.; also, in building vessels in Milten. 
{In the last, Governor Ponder is still engaged. 
| He also at that time bought and sold vessels 
toaconsiderable extent. In 1860 he erected 
a large steam mill for sawing lumber, ship 
timber, and for the manufacture of quercitron 
bark. The works were located on the south 
iside of the Broadkiln, and a short distance 
below the bridge. The business he carried on 
was very large, especially in bark, $40,000 
| worth of which he sometimes had on hand at 
ione time. He continued in all the above until 
‘the death of his father, in 1863, when he re- 
|linquished the home mercantile department, 
and devoted himself to buying and shipping 
grain, bark, ship timber, etc. He is at the 
present time the owner of several vessels en- 
gaged in the West India and coasting trade. 
| Governor Ponder is largely interested in agri- 
|culture, and is the mest extensive landowner 
'in Sussex county. He has several thousand 
acres of land, divided into farms and under 
good cultivation. He is engaged in the peach 
culture, although not making that a specialty. 
Most of his land he has purchased himself, in 
‘addition to which he holds the original estate 
patented by his great grandfather, John 
Ponder. Governor Ponder has always been 
deeply interested in public affairs and actively 
jengaged in promoting the fortunes of the 








wood. 
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Democratic party, with which 
identified since arriving at legal age. 
he was elected to the Legislature of his native 
State, and served in the session of 18 
which he assisted in the election of Martin W. 
Bates and James A. Bayard, 
States Senate, and introduced the biil incor- 
porating the Junction and Breakwater Rail- 
road, which has since become a law. In 1864 
he was elected to the State Senate, of which 
he was elected Speaker in 1867, filling this 
honorable and responsible position with marked 
ability and distinction. In 1870 he waselected 


Governor of Delaware by a large majority over | 


his competitor, Thomas B. Coursey, of Spring 
Mills, Kent county, and was inaugurated on 
the third Tuesday of January, 1871. Governor 
Ponder filled the gubernatorial office for four 
years with great honor to himself ana to the 
general satisfaction of the people of the State. 
From his youth he has been a member of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, to which the 
family have belonged for many generations. 
Peisionwa wearcen in) Sti John the ‘Bantist 
Episcopal Church at Milton. 
was united in marriage in July, 1851, to Miss 
Sallie, daughter of Gideon Waples, of Milton, 
and has had four children; Ida, John, in busi- 
iness in Wilmington ; James, twelve years of 
age, and a son who died in his seventh year. 


Governor Ponder 


PU MIGER: LEONARD, M. D.,, of 
iN 5 Wilmington, was’ born in Philadelphia. 
AY April 27, 1834, being the only son of 
Cop? Judge Henry Cress and Ann Eliza 
(Dixey) Kittinger. Judge Kittinger 
practiced law for a number of years in his 
native city, when he removed to Trenton, N. 
J., where he was Judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for fifteen years, the first two terms 
of five years each being appointed by the 
governor and after the change in the consti- 
tution, the last term was elected by the people. 
He removed to Washington city in 1864 where 
he died in 1879, aged sixty-six years. He left 
besides Dr. Kittinger, three daughters, two 
of whom are married and reside in that 
city. Originally a Democrat, he became a 
pronounced republican on the breaking out 
of the war, and was a strong friend of 





057 ’ during | 
| ty-six years. 
to the United | 


he has been | President Lincoln. 


i 
| 








He was a man of ster- 


In 1856/ling integrity and greatly respected. His 


ifather was Leonard Kittinger, a merchant of 
Philadelphia. He died about 1844, aged six- 
His first wife was Sarah Cress, 
and their only child was 
C., and after her death he married 
Eliza Moore, of Moorestown, N. J., by whom 
he had three daughters. His father was Dr. 


of Germantown, 
Henry 


| John Kittinger, who came from Germany and 


settled in Germantown, prior to the Revolu- 
tionary war. He was a large and wealthy 
landholder at the time of his death. Dr. Kit- 
tinger graduated at the Princeton Academy, 
N. J., after which he attended the grammar 
school at Edge Hill, N. J., from which he also 
graduated with honor. It was early his inten- 
tion to become a physician, and he began the 


|study of medicine at Trenton, but his health 


being delicate, he engaged in mercantile life 
till 1859, when he entered as a student, the 
office of Dr. O. B. Gause, Professor of Obstet- 
rics and diseases of women and children, in 
the Pennsylvania Homeepathic Medical Col- 
lege, an institution which has since been con- 
solidated with the Hahnemann Medical Col- 
lege. Hey. eraduated .M: D:, \1n::1863,, after a 
very thorough course of study, and the same 
year settledin Flemington, Hunterdon county, 
N. J., remaining till April, 1866, when he re- 
moved to Wilmington, where he has devoted 
himself, with great success, to his profession, 
and by his skill and popularity, built up a 
large and lucrative practice. In May, 1859, 
Dr. Kittinger was married to Miss Emma, 
only daughter of Hon. Obadiah Howell, a pro- 
minent citizen of Trenton, N. J., and of an old 
and highly respectable family. They have 
three children: Leonard Armour, M. D., in 
partnership with his father ; Charles Howe, 
with Robinson and Chandler, bankers and 
brokers, Wilmington, and George Batchelder 
Kittinger, a student in Cornell University. 
Dr. Kittinger, in politics, is a Republican, but 
is exclusively devoted to his profession, in 
which he has achieved deserved eminence. He 
was, in 1869, elected a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Homeopathy, was one year 
the physician to New Castle Alms House and 
Insane Asylum, and is the physician in charge 
of the Home for Aged Women, a noble insti- 
tution, conducted under the auspices of the 
benevolent ladies of Wilmington. 
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cOR) INDER, WARREN, Farmer, of North 
ou ~ ber 4, 1800, being the eldest son Isaac | 
GENS and Rhoda (Warren) Kinder. Tsaac| 

Kinder was a large land owner, and a 
prominent and Hone respected citizen. He 
died, February 17, 1855, in the eighty-second 
year of his age. His wife was the daughter 
of Alexander and Sina Warren. She died, 
July 16, 1862, in her eighty-fifth year. The 
parents of Isaac Kinder were Jacob and Kate 
Kinder, who, in 1763, on the day of their mar- 
riage, left Germany for America. 


great grandson, now lives, near Horsey's 
Cross Roads. Jacob Kinder died before 1800, 
and his wife about 1825. Their children were 
Jacob, a farmer, who inherited the home prop- 
erty, now owned by his grandson; Isaac, no- 
ticed abdve, and Nancy, who married Stephen 
Warren, brother of Mrs. Isaac Kinder. War- 
ren Kinder attended the pay schools of his 
locality till about 1820, after which he at- 
tended the Academy at Seaford fur iwo wWiii- 
ters. In 1825 he married and purchased 
‘‘Maple Grove,” a farm of 500 acres, where he 
has since resided. 


estate. 


9 (5. West Fork hundred, was born, Decem-, 


They pur-| 
chased the farm where William Kinder, their | 


Years of toil were required | 
to clear away the oak forest and improve the | 
It is now divided into two farms. Mr. | 


'ordinances. He is a member of Sunnyside 
Grange, No. 7, Patrons of Husbandry. He ts 
| now past eighty-one years of age ; his faculties 
'and senses unimpaired, and he still superin- 
te nds his farm, managing its various interests 
with success. He was first married, February 
| 2, 1825, to Miss Ann M., daughter of Caleb 
and Nancy Davis, by whom he had twelve 
‘children. Of these, nine grew to miaturity: 
|Caleb Davis, Mary Frances, Rhoda Ann, 
| Emily, Sina, Eliza Amanda, Castilia, Martha 
Ellen, Caroline, and Mary Adelaide. Mrs. 
Kinder died April t, 1848, and he next married 
Mrs. Eliza A. Bradley, widow of Isaac Bradley 
,and daughter of Francis Brown. She died 
| May 23, 1859. The third wife was Emeline 
| Davis, sister of the first Mrs. Kinder, who died 


| July 9, 1876. 





| iv ICKMAN, HON. JOHN, late President 
<@ of the Breakwater and Frankford Rail- 

(4 J road, was born in Milford Neck, Octo- 
wo), S ber 21, ue gi, He was the only son of 
Watnanich “and .Sallic:. Aan (Sharer) 
Hoes His father was a shipbuilder of 
| Milford, of wide reputation, who amassed a 
considerable fortune in his calling, born, March 
20,1786, and died, December 26, 1836. He 
had three children, Nancy, John and Mary. 





Kinder engaged to a considerable extent in; His daughters died unmarried. John was left 
the culture of peaches, raising the best varie-| an orphan at nine years of age, and until fif- 
ties, and sending them to market so carefully | teen years of age had his home with Captain 
that they always commanded the highest John Hickman, an uncle. During his minority 
prices, but his land has been devoted princi-| his guardian was Manaen Gum, of Frankford. 
pally to grain, and he is one of. the most en-| He received his preparation for college at the 
terprising and successful farmers of Sussex | Academy of Newark, and in 1844 entered Del- 





county. 
ralist. In 1832 
the Levy Court on the Reform ticket, serving 
for one year. He then joined the Democratic 
party and was re-elected to the Levy Court 
for a term of four years. Subsequently he 
served two terms, making thirteen years in 
all, and his services were always highly satis- 
factory. He has also held many local offices. 
He was County Treasurer in 1873-4, and was | 


for several years Vice-President of the Sussex. 


In politics he was originally a Fede- | 
he was elected a member of, 


aware College, where he remained for two 
years. He entered on the study of medicine 
with Dr. John Gillis, of Whaleyville, Md., 
| but could not overcome his repugnance to the 
‘sight of blood, and abandoned it after one 
;year. He then entered mercantile life at 
Frankford, having Manaen Gum and John T. 
Long as partners, and with them conducted 
the vessel business, merchandizing anda large 
| steam saw mill. When the partnership ended 
Mr. Hickman bought large tracts of swamp 





county Bible Society, his health compelling | lands, which he cleared and converted into 
him finally to resign. Mr. Kinder has been fertile farms, and this work, though laborious 
one of the most prominent members of Bethel | and expensive, was a paying investment. On 
M. E. Church for over half acentury. Hewas| the completion of the Delaware and the 
steward and trustee for many years, and a) Junction and Breakwater Railroad, he con- 
faithful attendant and liberal supporter of its | ceived the idea of making a railroad to con- 
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nect with the latter at Georgetown, running 
from Frankford and making a road for the 
eastern section of Sussex county, and which 
would be an agency for the development of 
that portion of the State, and southwardly to 
Maryland and Virginia. It is not too much to 
say that to Mr. Hickman it was owing that 
this railroad was carried through to Frankford 
and forms now an extension of the railroad 
line through to Franklin City, Va. Upon 
the completion of this improvement he was 
made the President of the Breakwater and 
Frankford Railroad, and continued to hold 
this position until his lamented death. He 
served two terms in the State Legislature, and 
during the second was Speaker. The interests 
of public education and the internal improve- 
ments of the State are greatly indebted to 
his wise influence and sleepless vigilance and 
energy. His death was regarded as a public 
calamity, andto his family and friends an irre- 
parable bereavement. John Hickman was an 
humble and devout christian believer, a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian. Chucch, and nassed 
from life under the inspiring hope and withthe 
calm resignation of the true christian. His 
useful and honorable career was terminated 
November 21, 1877. In 1851 he was united in 
marriage to Angie, daughter of Stansbury 
Cannon, of Bridgeville. Of their six children 
five are still living to revere his memory, and, 
we trust, to emulate his example. 






eS A ALENTINE, CAPT. JOSHUASCOTT, 
1.4 ex-Mayor, of Wilmington, was born in 
7 East Marlboro, Chester county, Penna., 
July 28, 1811. His father, John Valen- 
tine, was a farmer in comfortable circum- 
stances, a member of the Society of Friends. 
He died, August 27, 1881, at the advanced age 
of ninety-five. Wis wife was Asenath, daugh- 
ter of Joshua Scott, of the same township. 
They had four sons and three daughters who 
grew to maturity : Joshua S ; Elizabeth, widow 
of Samuel Gause; Benjamin F.; Chalkley 


Mitchener, who died in 1880; Edith, wife of 


Marshall Harvey ; Hon. John K. Valentine, 
U.S. District Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania ; and Annie, wife of Wil- 
liam Cloud, of West Chester. The grand- 
father of Capt. Valentine was Absalom Valen- 
tine, also a farmer, who spent his life in Lon- 
donderry township, and died in 1824, when in 


53 


his eightieth year. His wife was Mary Tem- 
ple. They had eight children. Captain Val- 
entine attended the Friends’ school of his na- 
tive place during the winter season, until he 
was twenty years of age, after which he was 
engaged in agriculture and teaching till 1838. 
He then removed to Wilmington, where he 
| was a clerk for two years, and for two years 
' principal of Public School, No. 12. Following 
this he was the agent of the P., W. and B. rail- 
‘road until 1853, when he was elected to the 
| Legislature on the Whig ticket, and was a 
‘leading and popular member. He had charge 
| of the bill for chartering the Delaware railroad, 
.andintroduced the first bill ever brought before 
the Legislature of Delaware to give to married 
women the right to hold and control all the 
| property they possess at the time of marriage. 
The bill had, at that time, no chance of pass- 
/age, but it led the way to a better state of 
things. He became interested, about this 
time, in pushing through to a successful com- 
pletion, the building of the Delaware railroad, 
for which he procured large subscriptions. to 
the stock, and was thus engaged till the road 
was finished, in 1856. In 1857 he was elected 
City Auditor of Wilmington; in 1859, Street 
Commissioner for two years; and was kept, 
almost constantly, in office as member of the 
Board of Education, Board of Healthand of the 
City Council. Being a strong Union man he 
was, in May, 1862, appointed Captain in the 
Volunteer service, and helped recruit the 
Fourth Delaware, which was mustered into the 
U.S. service in Sept. He commanded Com- 
pany Kk, whose hardships and perils he shared 
till the close of the war. They were engaged 
in the defense of Washington for about a year, 
|after which the regiment joined the Army of 
the Potomac. It was engaged in all the 
battles of the Fifth Corps, to which it was 
attached, and made a proud record. Captain 
Valentine was a gallant and able officer, and 
on several occasions led his regiment in 
action. He received an honorable discharge 
in June, 1865. In September, 1866, he was 
elected by the Republican party, Mayor of 
Wilmington, and was also twice re-elected, 
serving six years, and proving a very able and 
popular officer. A disqualifying clause in the 
law, passed in 1872, finally made himineligible 
for further re-election. He was afterward 
| United States Commissioner and Chief Super- 
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-county, Del., where he died two years later. 
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visor of elections for Delaware. 
Mason and belonged to the order of Odd 
Fellows, from 1844. He waS many years a/| 
member of the Wilmington Fire Department. | 
He was married in October, 1835, to Miss 
Rachel Ann Hollingsworth, of Wilmington, | 
who is still living. They had two daughters: | 
Emma Louise, wife of George W. Remington, | 
and Sarah Ann, widow of Archibald D. | 
O’Meare. The death of Captain Valentine, | 
July 6, 1882, was very sudden and unexpected, 
and the shock was deeply felt throughout the | 
community. His kind disposition and staunch 
principles had made him hosts of friends, and | 
he was greatly loved and respected wherever | 
known. 


aT co MATTHIAS, Farmer, of Kent 


4 I. Co., son of John and Mary (Maxwell) 
© Day, was born in Kent county, Md., in 
AC 


1783. His mother’s family was one of | 
the most wealthy and influential in 
that county. His father was a Methodist cler- 
gyman, and in 1792 moved to Kent 





The father of the latter, also named John 
Day, married Susanna Piner, and died prior to 
the Revolution. The family were of English 
origin, and were among the earliest settlers of 
Kent,in Maryland. Matthias Day owned two 
farms and became a leading man in his local- 
ity, holding the office of County Treasurer for 
the term of three years. He was in later life 
a Whig in politics, and was twice elected to 
the Legislature, serving in the years 1827 and 
1828. He was a member of and class leader in 
the Methodist Church. By his first wife, Le- 
titia Lockwood, he had four children, three by 
his second wife, Elizabeth Smith, and five by 
his third wife, Martha Baggs. Mr. Day was a 
truly good man and served well his day and 


and Sabbath School Superintendent. 





generation. He died, greatly lamented, May 
14, 1843, at the age of fifty-nine. 


MAY, CHARLES: H: B., “Lawyer. of 
t Dover, son of the above, was born in 
Kent county, May 25, 1828. He was 


ap brought up on the farm and received a 


good common school education, but his 





_ father dying when he was very young, leaving 


his mother with a large family, he was after 
that obliged to labor very hard. He was en- 
gaged in farming till he was thirty years of 


He was ajage, when he determined to prepare for the 


legal profession, and studied three years in 
the law office of Hon. Nathaniel! B. Smithers. 
Admitted to the bar in 1861, he at once com- 


/menced the practice of law in Dover, in part- 


nership with Hon. George P. Fisher, then a 
member of Congress. In August, 1862, he 
was appointed by President Lincoln, Collector 
of Internal Revenue, which office he held till 
May 1, 186). He then resumed the practice 


of law, which he still continues, and has a large 


share of the legal business of the town. In 
politics Mr. Day wasa Republican till 1870, 
when he joined the Democratic: party. In 


1877 he was Clerk of the House of Represen-' 


tatives. He is a member of the Methodist 
Church, in which he was several years steward 
He was 
married, in 1850, to Miss Mary, a daughter of 
Samuel Warren, a farmer of Kent county, 
and granddaughter of Captain John Warren, 
who commanded a company in the battle of 
Trenton, and was one of those who bore Col. 
Hazlett, the distinguished Delaware soluici, 
from the field when mortally wounded, Mr. 


and Mrs. Day have three children, Amanda 


E., Ruth A., and Mary Emma Day. 








c@2 UNN, FRANCIS MARION, ex-Sheriff 
ofl of Kent county, was born in that 
ea county, January 26, 1842, being the 






EAS third son and fifth child of Thomas and 

Ann (Clements) Dunn. His father 
was a farmer, and died in 1849. His mother, 
the daughter of Thomas Clements, of the 
the same county, is still living. The maiden 
name of his father’s mother was Sarah Daw- 
son, of the Dawson family, of Talbot county, 
Md. She married Robert Dunn, of York, 
Penna. Francis M. Dunn was left fatherless 
at the age of seven years, and his mother hav- 
ing six other children to care for, he was early 
obliged to assist in the family maintenance, 
and attended school only in the winter. At 
the age of fourteen years he became a clerk in 
Camden, continuing this occupation there for 
four years, and afterwards for a short time in 
Wyoming. He was next engaged in the 
wholesale and retail grocery business in Wil- 
mington. In 1862 he commenced teaching in 
Kent county, which he continued till October, 
1866, when he formed a partnership in mercan- 
tile business at Marydel, with Mr. William 
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Reynolds. 
of the following year, his father-in-law, Mr, 
Thomas H. McIlvaine, became his partner. He 
also died in 1874, when Mr. Dunn sold out his 
stock and engaged in the manufacture and 
sale of phosphates, and also was largely in-| 
terested in the grain commission business. He | ‘ 
was prominent in the affairs of the place, 
which was at first called Halltown, but Mr. 
Dunn succeeded in having the name changed 
to Marydel, and also in having a postoffice 
established there. He was the first postmaster, 
holding the office from 1867 to 1871. In 1878 
he was nominated and elected Sheriff of Kent 
county, which position he held till the close 
of his term in 1880, proving an able and popu- | 
lar official. He was married, January 3, 1867, 
to Josephine, daughter of Thomas H. Mcll- 
vaine. They have three children living: 
Thomas Francis, Corabella, and Annie May. 








SOUPER, WILLIAM, Merchant, third 
son of Dr. James and Hannah (McIntire) 
Couper, was born in New Castle, Sep- 
tember 9, 1809. Ofa family and lineage 
who, next to character and religion, 

prized a good education; he received in his 

early. years, thorough instructions in the En- 
glish branches. While still very young he 
went to Philadelphia and there entered the 
commission house of Perit & Cabot, engaged 
in the foreign trade. He remained with the 
firm several years, after which he became cor- 
responding clerk in the celebrated house of 

Samuel Comly, with which were connected 

several branch-houses in the southern cities. 

In both these places his capability, industry, 

and manly, upright conduct, won him great 

respect and regard. He familiarized himself 
thoroughly with every detail of the business, 
and about the year 1855, went to Canton, 

China, where he engaged as corresponding 

clerk inthe mercantile house of Wetmore 

& Company, and afterwards became a mem- 

ber of the firm. In 1864, he returned to Dela- 

ware, and purchasing several valuable farms 
in New Castle county, devoted himself to 
agriculture the remainder of his life. His de- | 
cease took place November 25,1874. Though | 

a gentleman of culture and refinement, and | 

successful in all his undertakings, Mr..Couper 

was modest and retiring in his habits and | 





This gentleman dying in the fall] the 





averse toall ostentation. Home he loved and 
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companionship of near and congenial 
friends, having little fondness for the excite- 
ments of general society: But his sympathies 
were confined to no narrow circle, and he 
|watched with deep interest all that was oc- 


curring in the church,the world, and the State. 


‘In all that was done for the w alre of men he 
rejoiced. With all-human sufferings he sympa- 
thised, and with a feeling heart and liberal 
hand responded to the appeals of charity and 
sorow.” An eloquent address from which the 
last sentence was quoted—commemorative of 
his life and character, was delivered at his fun- 
eral by his pastor, and the warm eulogies 
called forth on that occasion, found a ready 
response in every heart. His pastor was his 
friend, and acquainted with him intimately. 
He testified to his purity and amiability of 
character ; his diligence in the performance of 
every duty as a man, a citizen and a christian. 
His many acts of kindness and charity, he 
said, were secretly done, whenever practicable, 
and thus in large measure escaped the observa- 
tion of the worid. To the church he gave 
liberally, never forgetting that its great work 
could not be carried on without material aid, 
and most generously donated to all other benev- 
olent causes. Such a life could have but one 
source of inspiration; his Bible was his daily 
companion,his creed and rule of faith and prac- 
tice. Healsoloved the house of prayer,noslight 
cause ever detaining him from its stated 
services. With his dying breath he expressed 
his trust in his Savior, and his departure was 
one full of hope and comforting assurance to 
his friends. 


= ASSETT, RICHARD, Governor of Del- 
aware. We give from ‘“‘Reminiscences” 

6 of the late Rev. Henry Boehm the 

2 ‘e Centenarian, the following sketch. ‘He 
‘5 should ever have a prominent place in 
the annals of early American Methodism. At 
this remote period it is almost impossible to 
have acorrect idea of the position he once occu- 
pied, and the influence he exerted in favor of 
Methodism. :* * * * In its early days in 
America some of the loftiest families embraced 
it (Methodism) with joy. Among the most 
distinguished was Richard Bassett. He was 
an eminent lawyer, a judge, governor of Dela- 
ware, a member of the old Congress of 1787, 
and a senator under the newconstitution. He 
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was a delegate from Delaware to the conven- 
tion that formed the Constitution 
United States, and his name is enro!led on 
that account with those of George Washing- 
ton, Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin, 
Robert Morris and other distinguished patriots 
and statesmen. 


it near the Bohemia River He had three 
homes, residing part of the time in Dover, 
and then in Bohemia and Wilmington. Before 
he was converted he was a very fashion- 
able man, and moved in the highest circles 
of society. He had his good things in this life. 
But when converted he was as humble and 
teachable asa little child. In person, he was 
a stout built man of medium height, and 
looked as if he was made for service. His 
countenance was full of benignity, and his eye 
was very expressive. He was a man of super- 
ior judgment, a safe counselor. I used to ask 
his advice, and he gave it most cheerfully, and 
T always found it judicious. His voice was 
very strong and musical, and at camp and 
quarterly meetings he thrilled the people. He 
was distingtished for benevolence, and given 
to hospitality. He has entertained over a 
hundred persons at one time. His heart was 
as large as his mansion. His first wife did not 
live long. She left an amiable daughter, who 
was married to the Hon. James A. Bayard, who 
was a commissioner to form a treaty of peace 
with England. With her father I visited Mrs. 
Bayard while her husband was absent in Europe. 
The governor was a Methodist of the old 
stamp. He admired all its peculiarities ; loved 
to worship in the groves, and had several 
camp-meetings on his own grounds. He was 
one of the sweetest singers of our Israel. He 
delighted to hear the colored people sing ; 
there was no sweeter music to him. He held 
fast his integrity to the end. I often saw him 
in age and feebleness extreme. Though 
princely rich, he lived plainly without display 
Grextravagance. sain sy =: bbe diedin 
1815, and his life-time friend, Ezekiel Cooper, 
preached his funeral sermon. He was buried 
in a vault he had prepared in a beautiful locust 


grove on the banks of the Bohemia river.” Our 


readers cannot fail to appreciate the above 
sketch because of its simplicity and compre- 
hensiveness. It is unique in a volume of this 
kind, because written from a purely religious 


of the} 


Mr. Bassett was rich. He in- | 
herited six thousand acres of land, much of 5 
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standpoint, and its subject is remembered not 
less for his connection with the early Metho- 
dists of Delaware, than for the eminent civil 
services he rendered his State and Country. 
| as 
ens OFLAND, | DR. JOHN, better known 
OK as the ‘‘Milford Bard,” son of Isaac and 
ye Cynthia Lofland, Milford, was born in 
<@ that town March gth, 1798. It would 
Cy be a task we do not impose on our- 
selves in a volume such as this, to do more 
than suggest a life full of vicissitudes and full 
of sadness, such as that of the Milford Bard. 
The melancholy reflection forcing itself upon 
us, that to a certain extent his torments and 
sorrows were self-inflicted, and their causes, 
in the popular opinion, nearly all under his 
own control. He was perhaps the favorite son 
of his mother, whose kindand gentle disposition 
he inherited, and her fondness found his appeals 
resistless, when real or fancied control of others 
met him, and was distasteful to his self-will. 
His temperament and surroundings were not 
favorable to the formation of a _ resolute 
character. Hiscareer in scholarship, greatly 
to the regret of his parents, was ata snail’s 
pace for years. His dislike for mathematics was 
from the first insurmountable, nor was his love 
for the languages an enthusiasm. He tolerated 
Valpy to get rid of Euclid, yet in Composition 
early excelled, and in his twelfth year wrote 
rhymes and gave evidence of poetical] possibili- 
ties. Whether from incompetent teachers or 
natural dullness,he was behind most boys of his 
age and opportunities, in general attainments. 
Our own opinion is that he was never edu- 
cated in any proper sense of that word, but 
| pursued through early life the mental vagaries 
presenting themselves to his fancy, without 
|aims, either as to business or character. At 
| fourteen he was an omniverous reader of such 
books as fell in his way or suited his tastes ; 
| Volney, Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, D’Alembert 
_and Rosseau, were the authors who,by his own 
'showing, serve as way-marks to point out to 
“us the mental path of his indefinite youthful 
,career. He, however, never settled down in 
‘the scepticism of some of these authors, but 
professed to be saved by an examination of 
the Scriptures on their own merits, and by the 
‘counsels and influence of his mother. At the 
-age of seventeen years his schooldays were 
| over, and he entered the office of his cousin, 
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Dr. Jas. P. Lofland. He attended lectures for| the age of forty-seven. He married Ann P., 
three years, at the University of Pennsylva-| daughter of Dr. John Carey, of Biagebitte, 
nia, but in consequence of a huff or misunder- | The paternal grandfather of John E. Richards 
standing with one of the professors, gave up| was also named John. He married Ann Wilson, 


entering on the medical profession, ma life | 
became to hima matter of rambling adven- 
ture. 


called Zhe Casket. Some of these were pub-. 
lished under the mom de plume of “Milford 
Bard,” and by this sobriquet he 
known He made, about this time, the ac- 
quaintance of Thomas Moore, the poet, when. 


that gentleman was in Philadelphia, and al 


ways recurred with affectionate delight to 
their intercourse. 
made the acquaintance of a young lady with) 


During his medical studies he wrote. 
verses, and was known by his acquaintances | 
as‘ The Poet.” The effusions were published in 
the Saturday Evening Post, and a magazine of | 
some pretensions published in Philadelphia, 


became, 
|his majority, he began farming for himself 


It is said too, that he also | 


of Maryland, and had two children, John and 
Robert H. Richards. The latter was a gradu- 
ate of Dickinson College, and at the time of 
his death, in 1858, he was a student at Yale 
Law School. John E. Richards attended the 
district schools of his vicinity until seventeen, 
when he was sent to the Milford Academy, 
but owing to the death of his brother, he was 
compelled to return and assume the manage- 
ment of the farm. In 1855 before gaining 


upon 212 acres of land, which he had purchased 
from his father’s estate. He largely engaged 
in the culture of fruit and was very successful. 
After the death of his mother he bought the 


home farm, known as ‘‘ Locust Grove,” an es- 


whom he wished to unite his name and for, tatervcf 368 “acres, upon which he has an or- 
tunes, but his writings tell the result in fre- | _chard of 2,000treesin full bearing, but his land 
quent allusions of regret and disappointment. ‘is principally devoted to the growth of ce- 
Ro: twenty years he was the victim of the|reals. Mr. Kichards ts a practicai farmer, and 
conjoined demons of opium and alcohol, and | by his industry and energ gy has succeeded in 
during this time produced the tales and poems his calling. His intelligence, integrity and 
by which he isnow remembered. He became’ general bearing have made him a leading citi- 
an honorary member of the Belle-Lettres So- | zen in the community. He served as a soldier 
ciety of Dickinson College, of that of Wash- | during the late war, being a member of the 
ington College, Pa., and other societies of a| Sixth Delaware Regiment. He was united in 
like character in Delaware and Maryland. mari iage, in 1857, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter 
He resided for several years in Baltimore, Md. of Lewis N. Wright, of Sussex county. Seven 


and was the object of sympathy and atten- 
tion. He spent the last years of his life in’ 
Wilmington, being employed on the ‘Blue. 
Hen’s Chicken,” 
newspapers ever pnblished in the state, then 


under the direction of Jeandell & Vincent. He | 


was the principal literary contributor to its 
columns for several years. 


22, 1849, in the fifty-third year of his age, after | 


one of the most popular | 
well-known lawyer of Georgetown, of whom 


children have been born to them, of whom five 
are still living: John, Mary Hughlett, Sallie 
/R., Lizzie C. and Lewis W. Richards. Philip, 
a farmer, near Bridgeville, and Charles F., a 


see sketch, together with John Emory Rich- 
ards, are the only living representatives of a 


He died January family of ten children. 


a few days illness and was buried in Ste eo OSTLES, JAMES HENRY, Farmer, of 


Andrew’s Church yard in Wilmington. 


him still to be remembered. 


ICHARDS, JOHN EMORY, Farmer, 
‘4 of North West Fork hundred, was ee 





SY May 2! 
ae) homestead in Sussex. 


He| 
had mechanical and artistic talent, but it was. 
his literary work and his misfortunes, which | 
made the Milford Bard known and causes 
it then Mispillion hundred, in r8or. 
in 1823, Mrs. Sallie Spence, by whom he had 


, 1836, at the old Richards | 
His father was. 


1. §, Milford hundred, was born near Fred- 
erica, February 23, 1825. His father, 
Shadrach Postles, an enterprising and 


successful farmer, was born in Milford, 
He married 





six children, four of whom are now living : 
James H, Ellen P., wife of Garrett L. Hynson, 
Zadoc, and George Law Postles. Mrs. Postles 
died in 1837, and Mr. Postles was again mar- 


John Richards, a farmer, who died at|ried in 1840 to Mrs. Cynthia Voss, nee Davis. 
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They had one child, John Wesley Postles. | 
Shadrach Postles died in 1857. He was the, 
eldest son of Zadoc Postles, also a farmer of | 
the same place, who died in 1812, at the age | 
of thirty-five. He married Miss Nellie Parker, 
of Sussex county, and three of their children! 
grew tomaturity : Shadrach, James, and Ste-| 
phen Postles, of Camden. The Postles in Del- | 
aware are descended from two brothers, who 
emigrated from England early in colonia! | 
times, and many of them have been prominent | 
citizens of the State. They have also become 
very numerous in the West, especially in Ohio, 
and the city of Columbus; many of them 
are wealthy. Mr. Postles grew up on the 
farm, attending school in the winter, till | 
he was eighteen, after which he taught] 
six years with success. In 1851 he _ pur- 
chased the estate on which he has since 
resided, his wife having inherited apart. It 
consists of 136 acres, under a high state of cul- 
tivation, principally devoted to grain, but he 
has also been very successful with fruit. Mr. 
Postles has also a farm of 100 acres near Mc- 
Colley’s Mills, and 120 acres besides. He is 
devoted to his calling, and has become one 
of the leading farmers of Kent county. He 
learned civil engineering at the age of eighteen, 
since which time he has been the surveyor for | 
a large section of the surrounding country. 
He has always kept pace, by reading and 
study, with the progress of the age, and is 
well informed on all the leading topics of the 
day. In politics he isa Republican, and since 
his boyhood has been a member of the M. E. 
Church. He was marriedin 1850,to Miss Mar- | 
garet Lowber, daughter of Isaac and Sallie 
(Williams) Davis, and has seven children ; 
Albert Davis,a teacher by profession, who died 
January 18, 1881, James Bell, Francis Edward, | 
Mary Davis, Sallie Williams, Charles and An- 
nie Postles. 


| 





IRD, JAMES THOMAS, Retired Far- 
4 mer, Wilmington,was bornin St.George’s 
- hundred, April 1, 1796, and was the only 
Vb child of Thomas and Mary (Thomas) 
Bird. Mrs. Bird was the daughter of 
James Thomas, a farmer of St. George’s hun- 
dred andalso a manufacturer of broadclothand 
fine woolen goods. She died when her son 
was only two years old and her husband never 
again married. He lived till 1830, reaching 
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his sixty-second year. He was aman of fine 
proportions and great physical strength, which 
he preserved till near the time of hisdeath. He 
was a farmer much in advance of his day in his 
ideasand methods of agriculture. He wasavery 
generous and liberal man, too much so for his 
own interests ; no appeal was ever made to 
him in vain. He was many years a member 


|}and an elder in the St. George’s Presbyterian 


Church. The father of Thomas was William 
David Bird, a farmer and a brave soldier in 
the Revolutionary war, in the Delaware line. 
He kept a hotel for some years at Mount 


| Pleasant, in which General Washington once 


spent a week with him, his army being in the 
neighborhood. Mr. William D. Bird was in the 
battle of Cooch’s Bridge,the battle of Brandy- 
wine and other engagements. He married in 
1762,Ann Davies,who was bornin Walesin 1734, 
and came to this country with her family. They 
settled on the Welshtract near Buck’s Tavern, 
now Summit Bridge. The tract patented by 
her father is now owned by Mr. Bird and 
has never been soid. li contains 220 acres, 
Mrs. Ann Bird saw it in its primitive state, 
with the bears, and different kinds of game, 
native tothe soil. She died in 1806: her hus- 
band in 1783. His father,the original emigrant 
from England, settled awhile in Delaware, but 
afterwards removed to the southern part of 
Virginia, all his family accompanying him 
with the exception of this son, William David. 
The old Welsh tract estate, constituted the 
home farm, and upon it Mr. James T. Bird 
spent his childhood and youth. He was a 
delicate child and in consequence school was 
attended but irregularly. At the age of eigh- 
teen he commenced farming on his own ac- 
count. He afterwards began purchasing land 
and now owns eight fine farms. At the age of 
thirty-five he removed to Newark, and in 1862 
to Wilmington, where he purchased the fine 
residence on the corner of Seventh and West 
streets, which is still his home. He has been 
truly the architect of his own fortunes, his 
self-reliance, energy and character having been 
remarkable from his youth, and under a favor- 
ing providence have enabled him to accomplish 
much for himself and others. In politics he 
was an old line Whig and since the war has 
been a Republican. He was a strong Union 
man, deeming no sacrifice too great for his 
country. Three of his sons entered the 
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United States army, with which one of them, ;and also served on the Committee on Claims 


Colonel Charles Bird, is still connected, and 
is stationed at Governor's Island, N. Y. 
was in active service through the entire period 
of the war. Mr. James Thomas Bird was first 
married, in 1821, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter 
of Thomas and Gracie Clark. They had seven 
children ; Thomas; Dr. James C., Henry B., 
Susan, Louisa; Col. Charles, and William, who 
resides in Salt Lake City. Mr. Bird lost his 
wife iu 1840, and in 1841 married Miss Susan, 
daughter of Levi Clark. By her he had one 
child, Levi Clark Bird,now a prominent lawyer 
of Wilmington. 


S) HARPLEY, HON. HARRY, Lawyer, 
ee ex-State Senator and ex-President of 
ow) the City Council of Wilmington, was 
s born, April 4, 1847. His parents were 
John and Mary Jane (Springer) Sharp- 
ley. His father was a farmer in Brandywine 
hundred, living on the old original estate 
deeded to the first settler, Adam Sharpley, in 
1682, and who, about that time, came to this 
country from Ireland. John Sharpley was ac- 
cidentally killed in December, 1877, by being 
thrown from a wagon. His age was sixty-four 
years. His father, Esau Sharpley lived to be 
ninety-six years of age. Mr. Harry Sharpley 
was educated in the common schools of Brandy- 
wine hundred, and for two winters attended 
the school of Clarkson Taylor, in Wilmington. 
His summers were occupied with the labors of 
the farm. In 1867 he went to the Millersville 
State Normal School of Pennsylvania, remain- 







ing two years and graduating in 1869, from the | 


elementary course. He then taught a year in 
Chester county, Penna., and returning to the 
school, graduated in 1871, from the scientific 
department, Bachelor of Science. Another 
year was spent in teaching in Lancaster 
county, and in 1872, he commenced the study 


of law with Hon. C. B. Lore, of Wilmington. | 
Part of the time while pursuing his legal | 


studies he taught school in Susquehanna 
county, Penna., and for a year in Delaware. 


He was admitted to the bar in the May term, | 


1876, and in the fall of that year was elected 
on the Democratic ticket to a seat in the State 
Senate for four years, from January I, 1877. In 
the Senate he was active and prominent from 
the first, and in 1879, was Chairman of Com- 
mittees on Revised Statutes and Education, 


He | 
| partnership with Mr. Harry C. Turner. 


| 
| 


|position he held until June, 1882. 


and Printing. In September, 1877, he com- 
menced the practice of law in Wilmington, in 
This 
partnership continued till March, 1870, since 


|which time Mr. Sharpley has practiced his 


profession alone. He has always beena Demo- 
crat in politics and has given much attention 
to public affairs. He was elected, in Septem- 
ber, 1879, President of the City Council, which 
He isa 
member of the Masonic Order, being a mem 





ber of Lafayette Lodge, No. 14, A. F. and A. 
M., St. Johns Chapter, No. 4, R. A. M., and 
St. Johns Commandery Knights Templar. 


GAQGLE, THOMAS MOORE, of Wil- 
€j N mington, and ex-Sheriff of New Castle 





6 
6 Nie county, was born in New Castle hun- 

CX dred, July 14, 1813. His father, How- 

ey ard Ogle, was a carpenter and builder, 
and a leading citizen of his locality. He filled 
the office of Justice of the Peace for seven 
years, and was for four years a member of the 
Levy Court of New Castle county. He died 
in 1875, aged eighty-five years. He married, 
in 1812, Miss Charlotte Francis, daughter of 
Thomas Moore, a leading farmer of Bear Sta- 
tion, New Castle county. Their five children 
were : Thomas M., Benjamin Napoleon, John 
Nevin, Mary, now deceased, was married to 
James Draper. and after his death, to John B. 
Ball ; and Eliza, wife of Samuel T. Armstrong. 
The father of Howard was Benjamin Ogte, 
born in White Clay Creek hundred. He was 
a successful farmer and owned considerable 
real estate. He died about 1828, at sixty-six 
years of age, His wife was Hannah Simpson, 
and their children were: Peter, Howard and 
Eliza. The last named married a Mr. McLane, 
and after his death married Mr. Irwin and had 
a large family. The father of Benjamin 
was Thomas Ogle, who came from Eng- 
land about the middle of the last century, 
and settled in Delaware, obtaining a grant of 





‘land extending five miles between the Chris- 
tiana river and White Clay Creek hundred, 
-and a portion of it extending as far as Elk 
‘river. He was twice married and had several 
children. His brother Samuel came with him 
from England and settled in Maryland. He 
‘there became distinguished, and was at one 
time Lieutenant Governor of the colony under 
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Lord Baltimore. The family have aiways 
been Presbyterians, and in politics, Jeffersonian 
Democrats. Mr. Ogle was educated in the 


schools of Christiana, in which place he lived | 


from 1815 to 1833. In the latter year his 
father removed to Delaware City, where he 
lived till his death. Mr. Ogle learned the 
trade of his father, which he followed tili 1857. 


He removed to Christiana Bridge in the fall of 
1841, and resided there till 1856. He has al-| 


ways taken a deep interest in politics and has 


been active in the affairs of his party. He | 
was Tax Collector for New Castle hundred | 


for the years 1846 and ’47, and in 1849 was 
appointed Justice of the Peace, which office he 
resigned after holding it three years. In 1856 
he was elected Sheriff of New Castle county, 


and discharged the duties of that office greatly. 
to the satisfaction of the people and to his. 


own credit, till November, 1858. He then re- 
moved to a farm in New Castle hundred, where 
he followed agriculture till 1867, at which 
time he came to Wilmington and engaged in 
the auction business. 
pointed, by Governor James Ponder, Recorder 
of Deeds for New Castle county, for the term 
of five years, which office he ably and success- 


fully administered, resuming the auction busi- | 
ness, in which he was engaged, till 1881. He} 
has always been popular and influential in his | 


party, enjoying the confidence and esteem of 
all who know him. Mr. Ogle was married, 
March 17, 1836, to Miss Tabitha Nevin Stroup, 
daughter of Uriah and Sarah (Brown) Stroup. 
Hers was an old and honorable family of 
White Clay Creek hundred, of which place she 
is anative. Six children of this union are liv- 
ing, one son, Dr. Howard Ogle, of Wilming- 
ton, and five daughters: Charlotte, Virginia, 
Laura Gertrude, Ella Euphemia, wife of Jacob 
S. Clark, of the firm of Clark & Brothers, Bal- 
timore ; Julia Emma and Agnes Evalene, wife 
of Maxwell Ocheltree, of Chester, Penna. 


A IDGELY, HENRY, M. D,, President of 
iY the Farmers Bank of Dover, was born 
i) yin’ that place,April.15;1817. | He is 
2°72 the third president of this bank, his fa- 
ther, Henry M. Ridgely, having been 
the first, and his father-in-law, Jonathan Jen- 
kins, the second. He was prepared for college 
at Dwight’s Gymnasium, New Haven, Ct., 


Aar> 






after which he pursued the usual four years’ 


In 1873 he was ap-| 
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course at St. Mary’s College, Md., and gradua- 
ted with honor. He then commenced the 
study of medicine with Dr. Samuel Randolph, 
of Philadelphia, and in the autumn of 1836 en- 
tered the University of Pennsylvania, from 
which he graduated M. D., in 1839. It had 
been his strong desire to engage as Surgeon 
'in the naval service of the United States, and 
he yielded only with great. reluctance to the 
persuasions of his uncle, Chancellor Ridgely, 
to remain at. home, and give his attention to 
other business. Thus induced he has devoted 
his life principally to agriculture and has be- 
‘come a large land-owner. In 1843, he became 
a director in the Farmers Bank of Dover, and 
in 1846, was elected the President. To this 
office he has now given thirty-six years 
of faithful and efficient service. The history 
of that bank contained in this volume was 
'written by Dr. Ridgely. He was one of the 
first to subscribe towards the building of the 
| Delaware railroad, and was one of the few 
|persons from Dover who subscribed $48,000 


iowaids its Ccompiction, at the first meeting 
held in Milford for the furtherance -of this 
object. He was one of its first board of direc- 
{tors from Dover until 1866. During the year 
preceding the notable peach suits against the 
Delaware railroad took place. Though so 
deeply interested in, and prominently identi- 
fied with, the road, and having large financial 
interests at stake, he yet believed the peach 
' growers had been wronged, and did not hesi- 
‘tate to advance money to prosecute their 
‘claims against the corporation. In this prose- 
'cution he was relied upon as a principal wit- 
ness; the result being that the suit was decided 
against the company, and a complete reform 
‘in its methods was insured. As might be ex- 
pected, Dr. Ridgely was not re-elected to the 
board in 1866, yet to him the town of Dover is 
principally indebted for the passing of the rail- 
road through its limits, the first route surveyed 
'by the company, having passed the capital of 
the State three miles distant. Thisis only one 
of many advantages for which his native town 
is indebted to him. In 1873 the Citizens 
Building and Loan Association was organized 
with Dr. Ridgely as its President, and a new 
impetus was given to the growthand improve- 
ment of the place. Through the agency of 
this, the parent organization, and others 
springing from it, $150,000 has been loaned 
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for building purposes in the borough, and its 
beauty and prosperity have been greatly ad-. 
vanced. Since 1864 he has been a director of 
the Kent County Mutual Fire Insurance Co. In | 
politics he has always been a conservative. 
Democrat with, however, a great distaste for, 
political life and position. Though repeatedly | 
urged he would never accept the nomination | 
for the gubernatorial office, yet where patri- 
otism or duty demanded he has not hesitated | 
toserve hisState andcountry. He was in 1856a_ 
delegate tothe National Convention in Cincin- | 
nati, which nominated James Buchanan for the | 
Presidency, and was appointed by the Legisla- 
ture a member of the Peace Congress of 1861. 
He has for many years been a communicant of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in which he 
fills the office of vestryman. He was married 
in November, 1843, to Miss Virginia E., 
daughter of Jonathan Jenkins, prominent in 
the Society of Friends, and a well known and | 
honored citizen of Kent county. Of the four 
children of this marriage only one survives ; 
Ruth Anna, wife of Richard Harrington, law- 
yer, of Dover, and son ofthe late distinguished 
Chancellor Harrington. 





¥9 IDGELY, EDWARD, Attorney at Law, 
{ son of Hon. Henry M. and Sarah (Ban- 
Ji ning) Ridgely, was born in Dover,where 
2 he now resides, Jan. 30, 1831. His early 
education was carefully conducted, and 

he was afterwards sent to St. Mary’s College 
in Wilmington, graduating in 1850, at the age 
of nineteen. Commencing his legal studies in 
the office of Hon. M. W. Bates, he attended the 
Law School at Yale College for one year, and 
was admitted to practice in the spring of 1853, 
since which time he has been engaged in his 
native town in the active duties of his pro- 
fession. He has taken part in all the important 
cases in his county, and acting as Chancellor 
ad litem in a case involving a large amount of 
money; his decision was affirmed by the Court 
of Errors and Appeals, with a highly compli- 
mentary recognition of his learning and talents. 
It was his desire to avoid public office, but up- 
on his inauguration Gov. Burton appointed 
nim Secretary of State, in which position he 
served with great credit to himself, and ad- 
vantage to the people. Since 1857 he has been 
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and afterwards was elected by the stockhold- 
ers. During the four years since its organiza- 
tion he has beensa member of the Board of 
Education of Dover. He was made a Mason 
in 1860 in the Dover Lodge No. 7, A. Y. M. 
Since 1859 he has been a vestryman cf Christ’s 
Church, Protestant Episcopal. Mr. Ridgely 
was married, June 22, 1859, to Miss Elizabeth 
F., daughter of William H. J. Comegys, of 
Dover, and has four children; Harriet M., 
Edward Du Pont, Sarah Banning, and Henry 
Ridgely. Mr. Ridgely isa man of the highest 
character and ability, and one of the most em- 
inent lawyers and jurists of the State. 

> AVIS, ROBERT HENRY, Capitalist 
wt and ex-Treasurer ofthe State,was born 


a in Cedar Creek hundred, Sussex county, 






March 23, 1824. He was the second 

son of Thomas Davis, of whom an ac- 
count is previously given. He passed his child- 
hood and youth on the “Gravel Ford” farm, 
attending the schools of the neighborhood 
until his fourteenth year, when he was sent to 
the Milford Academy, and later attended for 
one year the Academy at Milton. At the age 
of twenty-one he engaged in teaching, which 
he followed for four years, after which he re- 
turned to the farm on which he had passed his 
earlier life, and devoted himself to agriculture 
until 1871. He purchased another farm in ad- 
dition, and in 1860 set out about 2,000 peach 
trees. Hisventure being attended with great 
success, he gradually enlarged his orchard till 
he had 8,000 trees in full bearing. He also 
set out large numbers of pear trees, but with 
these he was not successful. Mr. Davis was 
reared in the faith of the old Whig party, 
with which he acted while it had an existence, 
after which he connected himself with the 
Democratic party. In 1866 he was elected to 
the Legislature; making a most popular and 
efficient member. In 1871 he was elected by 
the Legislature to the office of Treasurer of 
the State, and unanimously re-elected in 1873. 
While in this office he earned a high reputation 
for his management of the public funds, 
greatly reducing the public debt, and he 
was the first treasurer who, after the 
war, was able to meet to any extent 
the liabilities incurred by that struggle. 


a director of the Farmers Bank of Dover,| On assuming the duties of this position he re- 
having first been appointed a State director, | tired from his farm and took up his residence 
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in his present beautiful home in South Milford. 
He married, January 10, 1850, Miss Anna J., 
daughter of Hon, George Frame, a prominent 
citizen of Sussex county. Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
have had nine children, eight of whom are 
living: Fletty.wio.)) Thomas’: Davis, Ai, Ni, a 
graduate of Delaware College, and a lawyer in 


Wilmington ; George Frame; also a graduate, 


of the same college; Annie J., 


Nathaniel W.; 
P., and Cora B. Davis. 





(fie OCHRAN, JOHN P., ex-Governor of 
Delaware, was born in Appoquinimink | 
AS hundred, February 7, 1809. He is of! 





ix Scotch-Irish lineage, his ancestors hav- 
ing settled first in Maryland, from 
whence they removed to Delaware. He was 


brought up to the labors of the farm with but 
limited opportunities of education, and from his 


seventeenth to his twenty-sixth year was en- | 


gaged in mercantile pursuits. He then re- 


turned to farming, in which he has been) 


very successful. The patrimony he inherited 
was very moderate, but by industry, energy 
and marked business ability, he has become 
one of the largest land holders and one of' 
the most prominent agriculturists 
State. He was always an ardent Democrat 
and active in politics. For two terms, from 
1838 to 1846, he was a member of the Levy 


Court of New Castle county. His name Had | 
often been prominently mentioned for the) 


office of Governor, but it was not until 1874 
that he consented to be a candidate. The 
Campaign of this year was exceptional 


Centennial Governor was to be _ elected 
and New Castile claimed the right and honor 
of furnishing the nominee. 


ernor of the State. 
of Horace Greeley in 1872, had proved-disas- 
trous to the Democratic party of Delaware, 


and had given the presidentjal election of that. 
year to the Republicans, for the first time, 


since the war. It was felt that only the best 
nominations could retrieve the fortunes of the 
party, and it was conceded that either Victor 
DuPont, of Wilmington, or John P. Cochran, 
of Middletown,must be the nominee. The for- 
mer declining, Mr. Cochran was presented to 


a graduate of| 
St. Mary’s Hall, Burlington, N. J.; Mary E. | 
Theresa O,, deceased ; Robert | 


in the! 


For nearly forty. 
years no New Castle candidate had been Gov~_ 
Moreover the nomination 
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; the convention and, after a sharp and ex- 


citing contest with the supporters of John W. 
Hallfrom Kent county, was unanimously nomi- 
nated, and afterwards elected by one of the 
largest majorities ever given in the State. He 
proved loyal to the trust reposedin him and dis- 
charged the duties of his high office with dig- 
nity,ability and courage. Especially in the exer- 
cise of the pardoning power he displayed unus- 
ual firmness and courage, and in his appoint- 
ments to office, faithfully adhered to his inau- 
| gural pledge to select only honest,capable and 
| zealous public servants.” Asa citizen of New 
Castle county, he believed that his county was 
entitled to an increase of legislative represen- 
tation more in accord with its population and 
| resources, and strongly presented and urged 
her claims. Asan opponent of railroad sub- 
_sidies he resolutely and successfully combatted 
all schemes to augment the State indebted- 
'ness, imperil the State credit, and overtax the 
people by further loans in behalf of such pro- 
|jects. At all times he exerted his influence in 
favor of retrenchment, but was at the same 
time progressive and public spirited. Several 
measures of great public benefit distinguished 
his administration, among them the present 
| improved public school system, a great reduc- 
tion of taxation, and the payment, notwith- 
_ standing, of more than one-fourth of the State 
|indebtedness. His long business career and 
social prominence made him generally ac- 
quainted with the people and their varied in- 
terests, and also endowed him with a ripe 
'experience and trained judgment, that made 
his administration most useful and popular. 





, Ex-Governor Cochran isa man of fine per- 
and excited more than usual interest. A 


sonal appearance, dignified presence and affable 
manner. He has been twice married, and has 
several children, leading agriculturists of his 
neighborhood, near Middletown, in the midst 
of their large and influential family connection, 
and in the centre of the most prosperous and 
flourishing agricultural and peach growing 
district in Delaware. 


e22EWTON, ALBERT O., Retired Mer- 
and Farmer of St. George’s, was born in 
& Alexandria,, Va., October 26, 1805, 
0 His parents were William Newton, of 
“> the firm of Ricketts and Newton, mer- 
Vian of the above city, and Jane Barr 
(Stewart) Newton, of William 





“) 4 
Oe 


daughter 
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Stewart of New Castle county, Del. Wil- | Lincoln, was an intimate and particular friend 
liam Stewart lived on the farm now occupied | of the family. In 1834 Mr. Newten received 
by Thomas Bird in Red Lion hundred. The | the appointment of Secretary and Treasurer 
other sons of Mr. and Mrs. William Newton to the Lexington and Ohio Railroad Com- 
were Commodore John Thomas Newton, Licu- | pany, which office he held till 1839, when he 
tenant Edwin Barr Newton, Lieutenant Henry | married Miss Julia Ann, daughter of William 
C. Newton of the United States Navy, Cap- | J. Hurlock, of St. George’s, Del., and removed 
tain William Stuart Newton, of the United} to Little Rock, Arkansas, as a partner in the 
States Army, Hon. Thomas Willoughby New-|firm of Bertrand & Co. After the death of 
ton, the first Whig ever elected to Con- his wife’s mother, in 1840, they came to reside 
gress from the State of Arkansas, Fenwick | permanently in Delaware, and he engaged in 
A. Newton of Kentucky, and J. Monroe New- | farming till 1852. He was elected, in 1851, to 
ton, the only surviving brother of the subject | the Legislature of the State, in the next ses- 
of our sketch, now a retired merchant and |sion of which he was instrumental in the pas- 
resident of the city of Baltimore. Mr. Albert | sage of the Delaware railroad bill, as without 
O. Newton well remembers many of the events | his vote the bill would not have passed the 
of the last war with England, the stealing by | House. In 1853 he engaged largely in mer- 
the British of large quantities of flour and |chandizing and in purchasing grain for George 
tobacco from his father and other merchants|W. Cummins, of Smyrna. In 1870 he was 
of Alexandria, and he also witnessed the burn- | again elected to the Legislature, in which as 
ing of the Capitol at Washington city by the | before, he served ably and faithfully. In 1875 
English troops in 1814. After the death of}at the solicitation of friends, he permitted the 
his parents he came, at the age of thirteen, to | use of his name asa candidate for the office of 
reside in Delaware with his uncie by marriaye, ; Governor, but John P. Cochran proving the 
the late Dr. James M. Sutton, at St. Georges. successful candidate, Mr. Newton zealously 
In 1822 he went to Matanzas, Cuba, where he supported him and had the satisfaction of see- 
entered as a clerk the counting house of Latt-|ing the ticket succeed against the opposing 
ing, Adams & Stewart, in addition to which| party. The only child of Mr. and Mrs. New- 
duties, he the same year, was appointed Vice|ton is William H. Newton, an attorney-at- 
Consul of the United States by the then Consul, | law, in San Francisco, California. 

Francis Adams ; holding this office until after aoe ee 
the death of Mr. Adams and the appointment ike OORE, REV. JACOB, was born in 
of his successor, Lewis Shoemaker of Phila- ut Sussex county Oct. 15, 1791. His father 
delphia, in 1827. About this time the late Elzey Moore, born Oct. 1750, had 
W. H. Aspinwall, then a clerk with G. G. and lived in that primitive agricultural 
S. Howland of New York, made his first ad- 3° community during the latter half of 
venture as a shipping merchant, and sent to|thelast century. He bore towards his neighbors 
Mr. Newton’s ccnsignment, a small schoone! |scmething of the patriarchal relation, both in 
laden with an assorted cargo, with orders to | his commanding and venerable appearance, and 
sell and reload the vessel with coffee and fruit, | .n the sturdy integrity and moral elevation, 
which was done satisfactorily, and afterwards ‘which were his most striking characteristics, 
Mr. Aspinwall becoming a partner of the firm! Elzey Moore had married Jemima Hearn, a 
of Howland and Aspinwall, the commercial in- | woman of like character,though of delicate con- 
tercouse continued until and after Mr. Newton | stitution. They had a family of eleven children, 
became a partner of the Spanish firm of Louis ithe oldest of whom was Jacob, the subject of 
Martinez & Co. of Havana and of Martinez,Sar- | this sketch. He was early converted and be- 
gent and Newton of Matanzas. After a stay | camea Methodist itinerant minister, in the days 
of eleven years Mr. Newton left the Island of | when thus to serve the Lord was to encounter 
Cuba,and made his residence in Shelbyville Ky. | toil and hardships of no common order. He 
with his brother Thomas W. Newton who had | was a thorough student, being in the habit 
married the daughter of Ex-Governor Allen,|of carrying books in his saddle-bags and 
of that State. At that time Miss Mary Tod, | studying as he traveled on horse-back. In 
who afterwards became the wife of President | this way he was said to have acquired a 
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a thorough knowledge of the Greek language. | 
With a character moulded by the early train- | 
ing of a pious home and chastened by the life | 
of self-abnegation and sacrifice which was the. 
lot of the Methodist ministers of that day, | 
he literally gave himself to the Lord. In) 
season and out of season, careless of the de- | 
mands of health, indifferent to fatigue, he pur- | 
sued his sacred calling, much of his time being | 
spent in the saddle. The extent and hard- 
ship of such service can be inferred from the | 
fact that at one time he was presiding elder of 





a district embracing all the western half of| 
the State of New jersey. Mr. Moore was a 
man of great personal piety and preached | 
with great power. Some of his sermons pub- | 
lished in the Methodist Magazine indicate that | 
he was a robust thinker. At one time during | 
the session of Conference when his character | 
came up to be passed, his independence of | 
thought and expression was brought under | 
discussion but was held not sufficient to| 
amount to heresy. The constant strain of | 
such alife told upon a not robust constitution ; | 
he died April 18, 1828 at the house of Hon. M. | 
W. Bates whom he was visiting. Mr. Moore 
was married April 22, 1820,to-Mary Jones, who | 


| 
died March 22, 1822, leaving one child, who, 


after the death of his father, was adopted by | 
Hon. Martin W. Bates, and known as Daniel | 
Moore Bates, afterwards Chancellor of Dela- | 
ware. Mr. Moore subsequently married Anna | 
M. Anderson, September 12, 1826, who had | 
also one child, Edward Anderson Moore; who 


was a member of the barat Chestertown, Md, 
| 





< AYARD, HON. THOMAS FRANCIS, 
» LL. D., United States Senator from 
~ Delaware, the second and only surviv- 
ing son of James Asheton and Anne 
(Francis) Bayard, was born in Wil- 
mington, October 29, 1828. An account of 
his ancestry has already been given. His boy- 
hood was spent in Delaware until he reached 
the age of thirteen, when he went to the 
school of Rev Dr. Francis L. Hawks, at 
Flushing, Long Island. His father removed 
to New York in 1843, as a wider field for the 
practice of his profession, and where also 
he had a daughter married to August 
Van Cortlandt Schermerhorn. This lady, 
however, dying, and Mr. Bayard’s health be- 
ginning to fail, he returned to Delaware. Dur- 
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ing the residence of his father in New York. 
young Bayard entered the mercantile house 
of his brother-in-law, Mr. Schermerhorn, and 
applying himself to his duties with zeal and 
intelligence, laid the foundation of that sound 
and thorough knowledge of business, and that 
clear, practical grasp of all subjects connected 
with trade and finance, which have been so 


|marked a feature in his career as a statesman. 


His business training was afterwards continued 


lin the house of S. Morris Wain, in Philadelphia, 
_where he remained until he reached the age of 


twenty. At this time the death of his elder 
and only brother drew him back to his par- 
ents in Delaware, where he entered upon the 
study of the law, and was admitted to the bar 
in 1851, assisting his father in his practice. 
His marked ability was early recognized, and 
in 1853 he was appointed United States At- 
torney for Delaware, but resigned the office 
the following year and removed to Philadel- 
phia, where he associated himself in his legal 
practice with his friend, William Shippen. In 
1858, Mr. Shippen dying, he returned to Wil- 
mington. Besides his regular professional 
business, he was selected by many of his nu- 
merous kindred for trusts, executorships, and 
the management of involved estates; and 
in this way a great mass of business 
which he could not delegate to others, 
has been thrown upon him. During all his 
life he has been one of the hardest workers in 
any business or profession. In June, 1861, 
after the breaking out of the war, hopes being 
stil] entertained by many of a peaceful accom- 
dation, a peace meeting of citizens was held 
at Dover. Mr. Bayard was one of the 
speakers, and his speech, it was alleged by 
many, saved Delaware from secession. A 
strong Democrat, as was also his father, and 
always muchinterested in political matters, he 
had scarcely taken any prominent part in 
them till his election to succeed his father in 
the Senate. On the 4th of March, 1869, 
both father and son were Senators, the term of 
the latter beginning at noon of the day 
when that of the former expired. At once he 
became one of the most active and laborious 
members of that body. He was on the side 
of the small conservative minority, who could 
do little in controlling legislation, but there 
was much effective work he could do on com- 
mittees; and on matters not of a party char- 
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acter his voice was often heard with effect, as 
it always was with attention. His modera- 
tion, urbanity and dignity of manner, and his 
personal character won him general esteem 
and the respect of his opponents. In 1875 
he was again elected to the Senate. In 1877 
he received the honorary degree of LL. D. 
from Harvard College, and delivered an elo- 
quent address before the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society, of which he is an honcrary mem- 
ber, the subject being ‘‘Unwritten Law.” In 
the Senate, in 1880, he was Chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, and member of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Returning, No- 
vember 11, 1879, from a visit to Europe, he 
was welcomed by his fellow citizens with a 
public reception which called together one of 
the largest assemblages ever collected in Wil- 
mington. Men of all parties joined in welcom- 
ing him, aud in testifying their personal re- 
spect and their appreciation of his services 
to his country. He made a brief address, 
such as the occasion and circumstances 
might well excite, feelingly reverting to the 
fact that they were his fellow townsmen, 
and had known him from childhood, therefore 
this testimonial possessed a double value as 
an endorsement of his lifeand character. Mr. 
Bayard came before the country with great 
prominence as the probable Democratic candi- 
date, for President,in 1880. For many months 
previous to the nominating Convention, held 
at Cincinnati, in June of that year, his name 
was discussed in the journals of his party with 
so much favor that a very large portion of the 
Democracy throughout the whole country! 
was very anxious for his nomination. He| 
had the gratification of receiving in the con- 
vention, with that of several other of the 
States, the vote of his native commonwealth. 
He was married in October, 1856, to Louisa, 
daughter of Josiah Lee, a well known banker 
of Baltimore, and has three sons and six 
daughters living. In his family life he is ex- 
ceedingly plain and domestic, living in sum- 
mer in Wilmington, and in Washington in 
the winter. His summer home is a fine, old- | 
fashioned mansion on the outskirts of Wil-| 
mington, once the property of Col. S. B. Davis, | 
A newspaper correspondent writes, ‘No one 
is more popular in Washington society than 
Mr. Bayard, and adding to his genial, manly 
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is one of the most sought after of our public 
men at the dinners and receptions of the dip- 
lomatists who make their residence here. He 
lives, however, the life of a very simple repub- 
lican gentlemen, with good taste, and unos- 
entatiously.” He was again elected to the 
U.S. Senate in 1881, and is now serving his 
third term in that body. 


ee . . . 4 
Afi fl born in 1781, in Nanticoke hundred, 
DD. Suss 

qos Sussex county, and was the second son 


BK) of John Polk, a farmer, whose wife was 
ae) Amenia, daughter of John Hirst, of the 
same county. His father being in moderate cir- 
cumstances he received only limited scho.l ad- 
vantages. After attaining his majority hekepia 
small grocery on the home farm, of which, also, 
he took charge, his father having removed to 
another place. While there, in 1809, he mar- 
ried Eliza, daughter of Purnell Tatman, and 
sister of Charles Tatman, President of the 
Odessa National Bank. ‘he tollowing year 
he kept astore in St. Georges, and in 1816, at 
Pigeon Run, where, also, he rented and worked 
a mill, and carried ona farm till 1816. He 
then bought a farm and kept a store for one 
year, at Oldtown near Chesapeake City, Cecil 
county, Md., and in 1817 removed to Cant- 
well’s bridge, now Odessa, where he remained 
permanently. He carried on there a large mer- 
cantile business and became an extensive pur- 
chaser and shipper of grain and whatever else 
that section produced. As he increased in 
wealth, he purchased vessels for the transpor- 
tation of his products to market, bought ex- 
tensive tracts of land, and by good judgment, 
enterprise and prudence, amassed a handsome 
fortune. His wife died in 1816, at Old Town, 
Md., leaving three children; Cyrus, Eliza, and 
Charles Tatman Polk. The daughter married 
Hon. John P. Cochran, afterwards Governor of 
She died in 1859, leaving several 
children. In December, 1825, Mr. Polk mar- 
ried Mrs Margaret, widow of John T. Cochran 
and daughter of Samuel Pennington of Odessa, 
Only one child of that marriage survived; Julia, 
now the wife of David J. Cummins, President 
of the Smyrna National Bank. Mr. Polk re- 
tired from business in 1839, and died, May 3, 
1852. He was greatly esteemed as a man and 


qualities a thorough knowledge of French, he|a citizen. 
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of Wil- 
is the eldest child of Toseph 
CLO 1. Lukens, a farmer of Montgomery 
‘GC! county, Pa., who died in 

«> goth year.and of Susanna,his wife,daugh- 
ter of Joshua Paul, of Bucks county, in the 
same State. She lived to her 76th ycar, and 
after their long married life they now rest to- 
gether in the Friends’ burial ground in Hor- 
They had six 
children, of whom only four are now living. 
The family were always Friends and emi- 
grated from Wales to the Colony of Pennsyl- 
vania early in its history. Dr. Lukens was 
educated in schools of his denomination in 
Burlington and Hatborough, and after com- 
mencing the study of medicine in his native 
county, attended three courses of Lectures in 
the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in 
1848, He practiced his profession for a short 
time in Philadelphia, and for six years in 
Montgomery county,taking the place of his for- 
mer medical preceptor, Dr.G. Y. Jones,who had 
been elected to the Senate of the state. His 
health failing under his arduous labors he sought 
its restoration in travel, and visited all the West- 
ern States, after which he was for nearly two 
years engaged in practice in Cleveland, O. 
In 1855 he settled in Philadelphia. Alwaysan 
enthusiast in his profession, to every branch of 
which he gave diligent attention, he became 
convinced in the course of his studies of the 
truth of homceopathy, and adopting its princi- 
ples in the above year, was made a professor in 
the Pennsylvania Medical University, in which 
for six years he was lecturer on minor surgery. 
In 1868 he had the misfortune to lose, by fire, 
his instruments, library and dwelling with its 
furniture, after which he removed to the out- 
skirts of Newport, Del., where he had a most 
pleasant place, twenty acres of land with 
handsome residence and out buildings. Here 
he was engaged in agriculture and an increas- 
ing practice till 1881, when he resigned his 
business there to his eldest son, Dr. Joseph 
Paul Lukens, and came to Wilmington, hop- 
ing to find a less laborious field. Dr. Lukens 
was very active in the old Whig party, and is 
now a pronounced Republican. He is a man 
of positive convictions, but very gentlemanly 
in their expression, always courteous and libe- 
ral toward those of opposite views on what- 
ever subject. He was married in 1841 to Miss 


eps U KENS, ISAIAH, M.D: 


G {Dp mington, 


| following year, 
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Rachel, daughter of John Murray, of his native 
county. The only child of this marriage is now 


| the wife of Dr. Samuel Wolverton, of Trenton, 
1876, in his} 


N. J. Losing his wife in 1854, he married, the 
Miss Hannah Hutchings, of 
Virgil, Courtlandt county, N. Y., by whom he 
has five children. 


Be ae HENRY AUGUSTUS 
a Farmer, near Middletown, was born six 
ob a 
? ps miles from his present residence, at 

Oe Nowland Place, on the Bohemia River, 

‘° March 6, 1838. The founder of the 
family in America was Desmond Nowland, 
who came from Ireland, about 1680, and settled 
near the Warwick Catholic Church. The prop- 
erty he patented has always remained in the 
possession of his descendants, and is now 
owned by Mr. Alfred C. Nowland, uncle of 
the subject of this sketch. The father and 
grandfather of the latter were born on this 


property. His grandfather, Dennis James 
| Nowland, the fifth in descent from the 
founder, was a farmer, an Episcopalian, and 


died in 1807. His wife, Mary.Mansfield (Foard) 
Nowland, was born, January 19, 1777, and 
they were married, October 3, 1795. Remark- 
able portraits of them both are in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Henry A. Nowland. The father of 
the last named, Augustus James Nowland, 
was also a farmer, and was born in 1800. In 
1849 he moved with his family to Kent 
county, Md. He was a man of great gen- 
erosity, and widely respected for his integ- 
rity and high sense of honor. He was amem- 
ber of the Episcopal church, and died, Febru- 
ary 5, 1879. He married Mary, daughter of 
Henry and Francina (Wirt) Sluyter. Her 
grandfather was Harry Sluyter. This family 
was founded by Dr. Peter Sluyter, who came 
from Amsterdam, Holland, in 1683, and set- 
tled on Bohemia Manor. He was the founder 
of the colony of Labadists, previously noticed 
in this work. His large estate lay on the west 
side of Mill Creek, extending from the present 
St.Augustine Church to the Bohemia river. Of 
this, his nephew, Henry Sluyter, by purchase 
or otherwise, became sole possessor in 1716, 
and the descendant of the last named in the 
fifth generation, Benjamin Fletcher Sluyter, 
is now the owner of this extensiYe property. 
Mr. Henry A. Nowland was educated in the 
common schools, and entered Washington 





TERS Paper 





BIOGRAPHICAL 


College at Chestertown ia 1853. In 1855, at 
the age of nineteen, he left College, after 
which he was engaged in teaching for four 
years. 


removed to ‘“‘Achmester,” a farm of nearly 
400 acres, two and a half miles north of Mid- 
dletown. Mr. Nowland has been largely en- 
gaged in the peach culture, having about 8,000 
trees in bearing, but owing to the repeated 
failure of that fruit, is now mostly engaged in 
raising wheat and corn. He has taken con- 


siderable interest in public affairs and in the | 


success of the Democratic party, to which he 
is allied. Elected in 1874 to the State Legis- 
lature,he was for two years a useful and popu- 
lar member of that body. He has also for 
several years been a member of the State and 
County Executive Committee of the Demo- 
cratie party, and frequently attends the State 
and county conventions. He is a vestryman 
in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and junior 
He was married, Oetober 25, 1876, 
to Miss Lizzie, daughter of William H. and 
Maria (Hepburn) Blackiston, of Middletown, 
and niece of the celebrated physician, Dr. 
Curtis Hepburn, of Yokohama. They have 
one child, Maria Hepburn Nowland. 


warden 


Cae HOMPSON, LEWIS, Collésior of Cus- 
S£ EK toms for the District of Delaware, was 
ZY born in Mill Creek hundred, June 
oes 24, 1816. His father, Daniel Thomp- 
yD son, a farmer, married Jane Gawthrop, 
of the family of that name well-known in Wil- 
mington and Chester county, Pa. The founder 
of the family was John Thompson, who 
came to this country from England in 1678, 
and settled near Salem, in New Jersey. 
His grandson, James Thompson, removed 
to Delaware in 1734, and purchased the 
property in Mill Creek hundred, which is still 
in the possession of his descendants. He was 
the great-grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch. The Thompson family were of that 
sturdy Quaker stock who have always stood 
undauntedly on the side of human rights and 
freedom of opinion, and have exerted a strong 
and lasting influence in the communities in 
which they lived. Mr. Thompson received 





_ only such education as could be obtained at | 
the public schools, with the addition of one 


In 1864 he commenced farming jointly | 
with his father, and the following year they | 
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term at the Hoopes Academy, in West Ches- 
jter. {n 1841 he married lydia 2B Pusey, daugh- 
ter of the late Jacob Pusey, of Wilmington, 
and the following year they obtained posses- 
sion of a farm in Mill Creek hundred, a part 
of which belonged to the original purchase. 
Here he spent the greater part of his life, and 
by industry and economy cleared his farm 
from debt and acquired acompetency. Six 
children were born to them: Mary T., now 
the wife of Henry Gawthrop, of Philadelphia; 
Annie, who married Thomas B. Hoopes, and 
died in 1870; Hannah M.; Emily T., wife of 
Joel A. Seal, of Philadelphia ; Henry Thomp- 
son, residing on the home farm, and George 
Rolandson Thompson, a graduate of Cornell 
University. Mr. Thompson was always an 
uncompromising anti-slavery man, and from 
fearly life took an active interest in public 
affairs. He was orizinally a Whig, end was 
elected on that ticket, in 1844, to the State 
Legislature. The succeeding term he was re- 
elected and became Speaker of the House at 
its session in 1847. in 1858 he was again 
elected to the Legislature, and a fourth time 
in 1872. In 1849 he was appointed Trustee 
of the Poor by the Levy Court of New Castle 
county, and served three years. He was 
among the first to espouse the cause of the 
new Republican party, and actively assisted in 
its organization in Delaware. He was chosen 
a delegate to the first National Convention of 
the party held in the city of Philadelphia, in 
1856, and was also a delegate to the memora- 
ble convention held in Chicago, in 1860, when 
the lamented Lincoln was made the standard 
bearer, and again a delegate to the convention 
held in the same city, in 1868, when the soldier 
and statesman, U. S. Grant, was nominated by 
a unanimous vote for the Presidency. In 1876 
Mr. Thompson was appointed by President 
Grant, Collector of Customs for the District of 
WButewranes and is now serving a second term 
of four years, having been re-appointed by 
President Hayes in 1880. Mr. Thompson isa 
worthy representative of a family who have 
| for generations been regarded as exemplars of 
the highest virtues. He is a gentleman of 
large, physical proportions, his years seeming 
'to sit lightly upon him, and he bids fair to con- 
tinue in life and to be useful for many years to 
‘come. His: record and services are an honor 
| to the State. 
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ce BARRATT, LL. D., Lawyer and ex- 
fs) > member of Congress,son of Nathaniel and 
OH Susan F. (Barratt) Smithers, was born in 

Oy Dover, Oct. 8, 1818. He received his 
early education in his native place, and was 
prepared for College in the Academy at West 
Nottingham, Cecil county, Md. Entering La- 


fayette College in the spring of 1834, he grad- | 


uated with distinction in 1836. He then en- 
tered the Law School at Carlisle, Pa., at that 
time under the direction of Hon. John Reed, 
and remained one year, when he assume 

charge of the Snow Hill Academy, Maryland. 
Returning to Carlisle after teaching a year, he 
completed his course and was admitted to the 
bar in 1840. He remained, however, another 
year assisting Mr. Reed in the Law School. 
He then returned to Dover where he has since 
resided, and in the spring of 1841 was admitted 
to the bar of Kent county, which then boasted 
some of the ablest lawyers of the State and 
of the time; yet from the first his research, 
scholarly attainments, rare powers of analysis 
and peculiarly accurate discrimination, com- 
bined with his remarkable forensic ability and 
and perspicuity of expression, commanded the 
respect of the profession and the confidence of 
laymen, and very early gave him an enviable 
status at the bar andin society. Mr. Smithers 
entered the political arena in 1842 as a Whig, 
and was elected Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in the years 1845 and 1847. In 
1850 he was active in organizing the Inde- 
pendent Temperance party, which continued 
as a distinct organization during that year and 
1852. Although always opposed to the Demo- 
cratic Party he would not join the ‘Know 
Nothings” nor affiliate with those constituting 
that organization, until it resolved itself into 
the “Open American Party” in 1854. This 
again gave place to the “‘ People’s Party,” and 
he gave his efforts to promote its success. In 
1860 he took decided ground in favor of send- 
ing delegates to Chicago and of organizing the 
Republican party in Delaware, and having 
long been an earnest advocate of the princi- 


_ ples of which that party was an outgrowth, he 
had the courage of his convictions and contrib- | 


uted in a very large degree to its organization 
in the State. 











He was sent as a delegate to the | 


memorable Convention at Chicago and has ever | 
since been actively identified with the interests | 
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C9 MITHERS, HON. NATHANIEL 5of that party. He was appointed Secretary of 


State in 1863; was elected as a Representa- 
tive in the 38th Congress, where he served 
with credit to himself and his constituency, 
being a member of the ‘“‘Committee on Elec- 
tions,” and the ‘“‘Select Committee on recon- 
struction,” and the author of the amendment 
to the then existing law which abolished 
commutation in money for military service, 
and made it obligatory that a party drafted in 
such service should either go himself, or fur- 
nish a substitute, and thereby assured the 
guota needed to fill up the depleted ranks of 
the Union Army. Throughout the dark days 
of the Rebeilion,he was an ardent and uncom- 
promising Unionist,and ever ready toanswer all 
demands upon his time,talents, or purse to pro- 
mote his country’s cause. He was a member of 
the National Republican committee from 1860 
to 1868 ; and represented his state as a delegate 
at the National conventions at Baltimore in 
1864, and at Chicago in 1868 and i880, respect- 
ively. While he has always been earnest in 
fealty to his party, and been outspoken and 
determined in his political convictions, he has 
enjoyed in an eminent degree the respect of his 
political opponents, who were ever ready to 
attest the conscientiousness of his motives and 
the integrity of his purpose. And although, 
in the heat of partisan strife, he may have been 
subjected to severe criticisms by his adver- 
saries, it was never charged that . 


“*He sold the truth to serve the hour,” 


or gave his approval to the moral heresy that | 


doubtful or dishonestmethods could be sanctified 
by the result to be attained. For more than 
forty years Mr. Smithers has been actively 


| engaged in the practice of his profession, and 


his professional life has been characterized by 
diligent research and the careful examination 
and preparation of his cases, and exhaustive 
argument of the questions involved in them. 
Possessing a mind peculiarly adapted to the 
law, and having cultivated habits of thought 
which enabled him quickly to discern and 
properly to estimate the critical points of 
a case, he invariably came to the trial thor- 


oughly equipped ; and evenif he happened 


to be erroneous in his conclusions, it was al- 
ways dangerous for his adversary to admit his 
premises. His legal eminence is recognized by 
bench and bar, and his opinions are received 
with great respect and confidence. The judi- 
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cial reports of the State abound in evidence of ; he had become the owner of 696 acres of land 
his professional attainments. Amid the pres-|sold by the Orphans’ Court, of Sussex 
sure of professional duties, Mr. Smithers has;county, being the land on which the 
found recreation in classical literature, and|town of Lincoln has since been built. 
translated quite a number of Latin hymns— | He laid out the town in 774 building lots, part 
among them the “ Dies Jrae”—-which are pecu- | of which were sold. The railroad was not 
liarly notable forthe careful preservation of the | then completed further than Milford. Since 
measure and spirit of their authors, as well as| that time several industries have been started, 
the elegance of the translation. Mr. Smithers !and they have been quite successful, particu- 
possesses peculiar facilities for imparting in- | larly those of A. S. Small, T. R. Smith, and 
struction, and in no sphere was he more suc-| A. S. Small & Son, and the town has grown to 
cessful than in the preparation of young menj}400 inhabitants. To Colonel! Small the com- 
for the bar. He is always ready to aid his; munity is indebted for this prosperity.. He 
brethren with his advice and the result of his|sometimes has 150 persons engaged in his 
research, and his kind offices are often in-/|canning factory, his fruit drying factory, and 
voked. He still resides in Dover, and pursues |in the steam saw mill. and box manufactory. 
his profession, though not as actively as in for-| He is fond of fast horses, and has become 
mer years. His title of Doctor of Laws was|known throughout the State for the interest 
conferred by his A/a Mater. he has taken in the introduction of valuable 

road horses and trotters. As an agriculturist, 


3 MALL, COL. A. STOKES, of Lincoln, also, he has been of great benefit to that por- 
was born in Burlington county,N. J., July tion of the State, having introduced all the 
(ED). 25,1821. His father was Abel Small, a|improvements of the day. He is a man of 
oy farmer of that county, who died in 1858, | great energy, intelligence and enterprise. lie 

aged eighty-three years. His mother | ¥a5 first married in 1842, to Miss Elizabeth, 
was Rebecca, daughter of Benjamin Pine, of daughter of William Bryan, of Pemberton, N. 
the same county. She died, July 21, 1825. J., who died in 1854, leaving three children ; 
They had four children. It was the desire Alphonso, of the firm of A. Small & Son, 
of his father to give this son a clas- whose attention is occupied in merchandizing 
sical education, but his determined aversion to |im connection with the canning business at 
books prevented the accomplishment of this Lincoln ; William B., who serving as a soldier 
purpose. At the age of fifteen he was placed in the late war, contracted the disease which 
in a store in Philadelphia, and after two years, finally terminated his life in 1877, and Charles 
at a Friends’ School, in Moorestown, N. J,|—-, who conducts the business of the steam 
After a time he was again a clerk, until 1842, |S2W; planing and box-making mills at Lincoln. 


when he married, and began merchandising on In 1862 he was again married, his second wife 
his own account at Pemberton. After two | being Miss Lizzie, daughter of Robert Parham, 











' years he became proprietor of the hotel known Esq., of Philadelphia. Of this marriage there 


as the Washington House, Moorestown, re- | are three children; Robert P., Eugene A., and 
moving next to Bridgeboro, on the Rancocas, Bessie Small. ~ 

and for the two years following was en- ay a i OTS 

gaged in conducting a summer resort and in 9 OUPER JAMES, Sr., of Christiana, was 
farming. He then removed to Philadelphia, | “¢ born in Leith, Scotland, in the year 
and was on the special police force of the city oW 1734. His parents were Scotch Pres- 


under Mayor Gilpin, and was then elected = is byterians of the old school, and he 


Superintendent of the Blockley Almshouse, was carefully trained to the studious 


which position he resigned after two years, | habits, and high morality inculcated in that 
greatly to the regret of the Board of Guardians | church. Sixteen years before the Declaration 
of the Poor. In 1862 he became a member of | of Independence, and while the whole of Del- 
the firm of Wester & Small, clothing manu-|aware was known as ‘‘as three counties of 
facturers, Philadelphia. His partner died in | Pennsylvania,” he emigrated to this State, set- 
1864, and he continued alone until 1868, when 'tling in White Clay hundred, and: for many 
he sold out and came to Lincoln, Del. In 1865 | years lived an upright life in the village of 


55 : 
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Christiana. In 1773 he was unitedin marriage 
with Jane Eakin, of Delaware. They had but 
one child, James, of whoma sketch is preserved 
in this volume, and whose superior character 
and abilities reflected great credit on his parents 
and his home. James Couper, Sr., was from 
early life a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
and was greatly respected in the community in 
which he lived, asa man and as a Christian. 
He departed this life at the ripe age of 86 years: 
2<ORE, HON. CHARLES BROWN, A. 

\ D M., Lawyer and ex-Attorney General of 
ae? Delaware, was born in Odessa, March 
e 9) 16, 1831. His parents were Eldad and 
“€F Priscilla C. (Henderson) Lore. Mr. E. 
Lore was in early life a farmer, but later was 
engaged in the wood and lumber business. He 
was a man of great excellence of character 
and sterling probity, and noted for his benefi- 
cence and encouragement to the aspiring poor. 
He died in 1850 at the age of fifty-three. The 
Lore family came to this country in the seven- 
teenth century, and were among the early 
settlers of Cumberland county, Pa. About 
the same time four Henderson brothers emi- 
grated to America and settled in New Jersey. 
The families on both the maternal and paternal 
side were people of intelligence and social po- 
sition. Charles B. Lore obtained his early 
education at the common school of his native 
town, and at the Middletown Academy. He 
entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle, in 1848, 
graduating A. B., with the honors of his class 
in 1852, and was valedictorian on the occasion. 
The same year he commenced the study of 








‘law with Judge John K. Findlay, of Philadel- 


phia, with whom he remained six months, and 
finished his legal studies with Hon. Daniel M. 
Bates, late Chancellor of Delaware, being ad- 
mitted to the bar in November, 1861. He 
settled in Wilmington in the practice of his 
profession, in which place he soon rose to dis- 
tinction, and where he still continues to reside. 
In 1861 he was was nominated for the Legis- 
lature by the Democratic party but the ticket 
was defeated. In 1862 he was appointed by 
Governor Burton, Commissioner of the Draft 
for New Castle county, to raise troops for the 
Union army. He accordingly canvassed the 
county for that purpose. 
tember, 1869, he was appointed by Governor 
Gove Saulsbury, Attorney General of the 








State for aterm of five years. During this 
time he was counsel in many cases which at- 
tracted much attention throughout the coun- 
try. Among them was the case of Goldsbor- 
ough, for the murder of Charles Marsh. He was 
sentenced to be hung, but escaped from jail 
and tled:- South: Also. that..ef Dr.: Isaac: ‘C. 
West, charged with killing and skinning a 
negro named Turner. The celebrated case of 
the Delaware Bank burglars was conducted by 
Mr. Lore. They were five in number, four of 
whom were caught and convicted. They were 
whipped, fined and sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment. In all these cases the ablest 
lawyers in the State were employed in the de- 
fense, and the reports being widely published 
in the press of the country attracted great 
attention. He was also called to act upon the 
disputes between the States of Delaware and 
New Jersey, regarding the water boundary of 
the Delaware and the fishing business claimed 
by both States. His legal practice is, how- 
ever, Chiefly civil. He is a strong reasoner, a 
logical thinker, and presents the points of his 
case Clearly, forcibly, and very eloquently. 
His practice is large and remunerative, and he 
has invested largely in real estate in Wilming- 
ton and other parts of the State. Mr. Lore is 
one of the incorporators and a trustee of the 
Home for Friendless Children in Wilmington. 
In 1867 he was made a trustee of Delaware 
College. He is one of the leaders of the 
Democratic party in the State, and in the 
Convention at Dover, in July, 1882, was nomi- 
nated, by acclamation, as their candidate for 
Congress, to succeed Hon. Edward L. Martin, 
and the campaign is now (October) in progress. 
He is an indefatigable worker, a warm hearted 
friend, popular with the people and a valuable 
and leading citizen of the State. He was mar- 
ried, in 1862, to Rebecca A., daughter of Josiah 
Bates, a Friend, of Mount Holly, N. J., and 
has one child ; Emma Lore. 


°/2) COTT, DAVID, Farmer, and one of the 
“2 proprietors of the canning establish- 
Gwe ment at Houston, in Kent, was born in 
GAS the town of Springville, Susquehanna 
ey county, Pa., January 22,1822. His pa- 
rents, Jesse and Susan (Downs) Scott,were both 






On the 29th of Sep- | natives of Waterbury, Conn., and were of old 


Puritan stock. The original ancestor, Thomas 
Scott, came from Ipswich, England, in the good 
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ship Elizabeth, in 1634. He brought with 
him his wife Elizabeth, aged 4o, his daughters 
Elizabeth and Abigail, aged, respectively, nine 
and seven years, and son Thomas, aged six 
years. The latter was one of the original 
proprietors of Farmington, Conn., and had a 
son Edmund and two daughters. Edmund was 
one of the first twelve settlers of Waterbury, 
and had a son George and other children, and 
died at anadvanced age. George Scott,son of 
Edmund.had ason Obadiah, born, April 5,1692, 
and died in 1735. Zebulon,son of Obadiah,died, 
Mayst ol2.0¢1798, seventy-nine 
Simeon, son of Zebulon, died August 28, 
1828, aged seventy-eight years. He had six 
sons and three daughters, all of whom lived 
to an advanced age—from sixty to ninety- 
four years. Jesse Scott, son of Simeon, lived 
to eighty-six years. He was a farmer and 
blacksmith, and had seven children: Ira, 
a farmer, residing at Houston, Delaware; 
Ursula, deceased; Spencer, residing with 
David, the subject of this sketch, and the 


aged years. 


. third son; Albert Lewis, of Baltimore, en- 


gaged in the canning business; Julius, pro- 
prieton of the’. Eagle, Hotel,.. Pittston, Pa., 
and Edward B.. who occupies the old home- 
stead at Springville, Pa. David Scott attended 
the public schools of his native place, and for 
ashort time the Franklin Academy at Harford, 
inthe same county. After attaining his major- 
ity he was engaged for two years in farming, 
following which he was in the grocery busi- 
ness at Mauch Chunk, Pa, for four years. 
In 1849 he went South, and was Captain of a 
steamer four years on the Cape Fear river, 
North Carolina, after which he was engaged 
for thirteen years in agriculture, near the old 
homestead. He was attracted to Delaware in 
1866 by its reputation for profitable fruit grow- 
ing and general farming. In partnership with 
Rev. Willard Richardson he purchased goo 
acres of land, where Houston now stands, 
but the partnership was soon dissolved. 
He divided the land into small farms, obtained 
agrant from the Legislature to vacate the 
old roads and lay out new ones, made many 
improvements, set out fruit and sold off 
about a dozen moderately sized farms besides 
building lots, and retained 500 acres on 
which he has 4000 peach trees and six acres 
in small fruits, all of which he has made profit- 
table. In 1879 he organized a company which 


| bore the name of D. Scott & Co., for the can- 
‘ning of fruits and vegetables. They erected 
a fine establishment for their business which 
_has been in successful operation for three sea- 
sons. Houston now contains over twenty- 
‘one families and has a good school, it being 
the centre of a new district, recently laid out. 
| In whatever Mr. Scott engages his energy and 
'ability insure success. He belongs to the 
| Democratic party, but takes no active part in 
He was appointed Postmas- 
ter at Houston, March 9, 1875. This office he 
resigned in the autumn of 1880. He joined 
ithe Patrons of Husbandry in 1875, and has 
been Master of Milford Grange, No.6. From 
1875 tothe summer of 1880, he was station 
agent, at Houston. He was married, January 
31, 1854, to Eliza Jane, daughter of Garret 
;and Amanda Johnston, of Pennsylvania. They 
have two children : Julius Edward Scott, one 
of the proprietors and publishers of the Mz/- 
ford Chronicle, and Irving Johnston Scott, still 
living at home. 


political affairs. 





fee OODWIN, JOSEPH ADDISON, M.D., 
h iy, of Kenton, was born near the Trappe, 
‘ b Montgomery county, Penn., November 


Se 16, 1827. His parents were William 

Ge and Sarah (Hanes) Goodwin. His 
father was a hotel keeper, a very active and in- 
fluential politician, but would never accept 
office. He belonged to the Democratic party, 
and was a prominent member of the order of 
Odd Fellows. Born in 1800, he died in 1858. 
His wife survived him until November, 1877. 
Only three of their seven children are living. 
Three daughters died when young ladies, and 
one son, William, died at the age of twenty- 
eight. Dr. Goodwin has two sisters. Mrs. An- 
dorah Brownback, of Trappe, and Mrs. Mary 
Hoyer, living near the same place. He was 
educated at the public schools of the Trappe, 
and at the Academy known as Washington 
Hall, and in 1847, commenced his medical 
studies with Dr. Dickensheed. In the fall of 
that year, he entered the University of Penn- 
sylvania, graduating M. D., in the spring of 
1850. He practiced with his preceptor till 
August, when he removed to his present resi- 
dence at Kenton, Del. He soon gained great 
popularity and built up a large and lucrative 
practice. He has long stood in the front rank 
of his profession in the state, and has for thirty 
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years been the leading physician of his locality. | one of four brothers who came from England 


He is largely interested in agriculture, owning 
three farms in the neighborhood of Kenton, 
all of which he is constantly improving. Two 
of them are principally devoted to peaches, in 
which he has been very successful. 
win has always taken an active interest in the 


affairs of the Democratic party, but would | 
ree \ 
never accept official honors though frequently | 


urged upon him. He was, in early life,a mem- 


ber of the Lutheran church, but in 1877, he: 


became a member of the Methodist church of 
Kenton, of which heis a Trustee. He was 


married, March 15, 1853, to Miss Jane Agnes, 


daughter of Mason and Sarah Bailey of Ken- 
ton, and has had six children, only three of 
whom are living; Clara, married Gamaliel 
Garrison, of the same county; Sallie, married 
to Samuel M. Taylor, of Queen Ann’s county, 
Md., and Eugene, at home with his parents. 


Flora died in infancy; Willie Bailey, the eldest 


son, at the age of eight years; and again the | 


family have sustained asore bereavement in 
the death of a cherished son, John, February 
25, 1882, after an illness of about two weeks: 


Dr. Goodwin is a gentleman of strong build, | 


vigorous constitution, and fine and command- 
ing appearance. 
Lapy AWTON, CHARLES HENRY, M. 
1) D., of Wilmington, was born in New- 
2 His father, Job Lawton, a respected 
citizen of that city, is still living at 
the great age of eighty-six years. He spent 
a large portion of his life in the long whal- 
ing voyages of the Northern Pacific Ocean. 
In 1823 he married Miss Rebecca Cranston, a 
descendant of Samuel Cranston, Governor of 
Rhode Island, who died in 1727, aged sixty- 
eight years. Samuel was the son of John 
Cranston, who died in 1680, while also Gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island. John was the great- 
grandson of William, the first Lord Cranston, 
of Scotland, and grandson of James Cran- 
ston, Clerk-chaplain to King Charles the 
First. The ‘children of Job and Rebecca 
Lawton were William, Charles Henry, Re- 
becca and Elizabeth. Job Lawton was the 
son of Job and Polly (Rathburn) Lawton. 
Their children were Polly, Sallie, Hannah, 
Charles, Abbie, Roger Boon, and Job. 


a port, Rhode Island, February 15, 1832. 


Dr. Good- | 


Job | West: 


ito America prior to the Revolution. Only 
Jonathan settled in Rhode Island, the others 
going further west. They were worthy mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, as are still 
many of their descendants. The subject of 
this sketch received a good English educa- 
tion, and at the age of fourteen he was ap- 
prenticed to his brother William to learn 
the plumbing business, with whom he after- 
wards went into partnership. The business 
being badly crippled by the panic of 1857, 
Mr. Lawton withdrew, and gave his whole 
time to the study of electricity as a thera- 
peutive agent, a subject in which he had for 
some time been interested. His preceptor 
was Dr. A. Page, a prominent electrician of 
Boston, Massachusetts. In 1859 Dr. Lawton 
‘settled in New York City, where he practiced 
his specialty. He also delivered many able 
‘lectures on the science which were largely the 
means of bringing electricity into general 
/notice. In 1865 he visited Wilmington, where 
he tinally decided to locate. Soon ajier, he 
turned his attention to Homceopathy, and in 
1870, after a full course of studies and lectures, 
‘graduated M. D. from the Hahnemann Medical 
College of Philadelphia. He has made many 
friends and built up a large practice among 
'the most intelligent people of the city. He 
has not lost faith in electricity or discarded its 
use in special cases, but he is a devout believer 
‘in the principles of Homceopathy, as his suc- 
icess and high standing in the profession fully 
attest. Dr, Lawton is president of the Dela- 
‘ware Homceopathic Medical Society, and a 
/member of the American Institute of Homco- 
| pathy, to which he has been a delegate. He 
has contributed several articles to the medical 
|press, which have received the highest praise 
from the leading men of the profession, and 
attracted general attention for their ability 
and philosophy. One of these articles,especially, 
should be noticed, which has since been pub- 
lished in pamphlet form. It is entitled ‘“‘Thera- 
peutic Force or proofs of medicinal power, be- 
yond the limits of drug attenuation,” being 
the substance of a paper which he read by ap- 
|pointment before the American Institute of 
Homeceopathy at Milwaukee, Wis. Dr, Law- 
ton was married in 1851 to Miss Elizabeth 
They have one child Ella. Elizabeth 














Lawton, Sr., was the son of Jonathan Lawton, | Lawton. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 
cos SBURY, REV. FRANCIS, the first 
ae Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 

a church ordained in America, anda citi- 
ED zen of Delaware,who was naturalized in. 
“ev this State during the period of the revo- 
lutionary war. The following is trom the pen | 
of Dr. Phoebus: A brief summary of the life of | 
this venerable servant of God is only attempted | 
here. He was born near the foot of Hamstead- | 
Bridge, in the parish of Handsworth, about | 
four miles from Birmingham in Staffordshire, | 
England, on the 2oth of August, A. D. 1745.) 
His parents were poor, honest, pious people, 
who greatly desired to train their son in the} 
discipline and admonition of the Lord. He 
was sent to school in early life, and before he, 
had attained to his seventh year could read 
the Bible, which ever after became his guide 
in allthings. He remained in school, subjected 
to the harsh treatment of a churlish master, | 
for a few years, and did not therefore attain to 
great erudition in early life, but such was his | 
thirst for knowledge, that in early manhood 
he had mastered both the Greek and Hebrew! 
languages, so as to read the Sacred Scriptures | 
in the original tongue. When in his thirteenth 
year, he espoused the cause of Christ, and con- | 
necting himself with the Methodists, passed | 
through the subordinate positions of leader, 
exhorter, and local preacher, until in his 
twenty-second year he became an itinerant. 
In the year 1771, he was sent by Mr. Wesley 
as a missionary to America. On the 27th! 
day of October, he was landed at Philadelphia, | 
and immediately began his labors. Soon he 
was vested with authority, by Mr. Wesley, to; 
direct the course of the Methodists in this| 
country, a position which he filled with great 
acceptability until the organization of the M. 
E. Church. While in the discharge of his 
duties in Maryland in 1778, he was subjected 
to such harsh treatment, that he escaped to 
Delaware, and in the following year took the 
oath of allegiance to the State, thereby be- 
coming a citizen. His influence was, there- 
after, given to the furtherance of the interests 
of the State, especially her spiritual interests ; 
and to him more than to any one person be- 
longs the honor of building up a moral power 
that has made Delaware's chief citizens men of 
purity, steadfastness and incorruptibility, in 





civil and political life. In 1784, in Delaware, 
he counseled the organization of the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church, which was accepted and the 
work consummated in Baltimore, Md., during 
the following Christmas. By the unanimous 
voice of the Conference he was elected to the 
episcopacy of the new church, and was duly 
consecrated thereto, Says the ‘‘Minute” of the 
Conference of 1816, ‘‘It would appear that 
Bishop Asbury had labored in England as a 
localand traveling preacher about ten years ; in 
America, upwards of forty-four, nearly thirty- 
two of which he, as Bishop, held the superin- 
When we count the thousands 
throughout this vastly extensive continent, 
who, with affectionate veneration, owned him 
as their spiritual father, we may question if a 
weightier charge has been committed to any 
man since the days of the Apostles ; and when 
the records of his life shall meet the public 
eye, who, that patiently examines and candidly 
decides, will be bold enough to say, that, since 
that time, duties so great and so various have 
been, by one man, more faithfully performed.” 
It seemed to be one of Bishop Asbury's 
special pleasures to visit those parts, and fami- 
lies of Delaware made so dear to him during 
the dark periods of the war of Independence ; 
and the delight with which he was greeted 
everywhere is beyond description. His name 
is perpetuated in many families, and in Dela- 
ware, at least, ‘‘Francis Asbury” can never 
die. This greal and good man yielded up his 
spirit to God at the house of George Arnold 
on the 31st day of March, 1816. His remains 
were deposited in the family burying ground 
until, by order of the General Conference, they 
were disinterred and transferred toa vault pre- 
pared for that purpose in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Eutaw street, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


tendency. 


cio OUPER, JOHN EDWARDS, fourth 
YA8 son of Dr. James and Hannah (McIn- 
ad tire) Couper, was born in New Castle, 
ale April 20, 1809. He enjoyed a full share 
&) of the training and education so care- 
fully bestowed on eyery member of his father's 
family, and deciding to devote himself to the 
mercantile profession, he entered the well 
known house of Mr. Samuel Comly, in Phila- 
delphia. There he distinguished himself by 
his ability and assiduous attention to the du- 
ties of his calling. His employer placed in 
him the highest confidence, and in 1836 com- 
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missioned him to superintend and put in order 
the affairs of a branch house in New 
Having faithfully fulfilled this trust he set out 
on his return, but during the passage from New 
Orleans to Appalachicola, was seized with 
hemorrhage of the lungs, and reached home 
only to die. His decease took place, Novem- 
ber 21, 1836, atthe early age of twenty-seven 
years. 
and finest promise, universally 
esteemed, his death cast a shadow of deepest 
gloom over all the large circle of family ac- 
quaintance and friends. 


ox ARLAN CALEB M. D. was born at! 


@ i 





State of Delaware, October 


graduated in 1836 at the University of) 
Pennsylvania ; practiced the old system ten 
years in the country ; studied Homceopathy 
and moved to Wilmington in 1847. Here, 
meeting with violent opposition, he was in- 
duced to publish a pamphlet entitled: “A 
Lecture on Allopathy and Homeopathy” which 
was noticed by the eminent Doctor Hering, 
in his periodical in the following complimen- 
tary terms: ‘‘ Very ably written; full of inter- 
esting remarks and a great many new ideas.” 
At the age of twenty-seven he married Eliza 
Montgomery, a young widow lady remarkable 
for her piety and good sense. They had 
three children ; Elgarda, Elizabeth, and John. 
The first was married to Dr. J.C. Hutchinson. 
of Philadelphia. She died at thirty-two, leaving 
no children. Elizabeth died in her nineteenth 
year. John studied medicine, graduated at 
the Hahnemann Medical College, 
with consumption fifteen months afterwards. 
The ‘children inherited hepatic disease from 
their grandmother, who died five weeks after 
the birth of her only child—the subject of this 
sketch. In 1860 Dr. Harlan published ‘‘ Ida 
Randolph of Virginia,” a poem in three cantos. 
In 1853 he purchased a farm near the city and 
improved it by plowing in greencrops. Being 
convinced of their great utility he published in 
1876 a little work entitled ‘‘ Farming with 
Green Manures on Plumgrove Farm.” The 
second edition, revised and enlarged, has since 
been published in a handsome volume, by J. 
B. Lippencott & Co., of Philadelphia. As a 
full treatise on green manures, it has no equal, 


. 


iit 
Crleans. | 


A young man of the highest character. 
beloved and) 
|able pens. 


OF DELAWARE. 


is said,-in Europe or America. We 
come now to the crowning effort of his life on 
earth. To the publication of a poem, which, 
if criticism be true, must place his name among 
the first writers of the age. ‘‘ ELFLORA OF 
THE SUSQUEHANNA,” from the press of J. B. 
Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, is the title 
of the work which has received the highest 
praises from the best critics, who have read it. 
We have only room for a few words from two 


The: Rev..Dri Landis; the. great 


| Classical scholar, and the distinguished author 


| 


| 


Middletown, New Castle county, and/ greatly pleased with it. 
Ne uae od) ' execution, 
° He studied medicine three years and Your versification has nothing to fear from a 


and died; 





of the ‘‘ Cross,” says in a letter on receiving a 
copy: ‘‘I.could not put it down until I had 
devoured it all to the very last line. I am 
The plot, style and 
all have interested me greatly. 
comparison even with Dryden. You have his 
flow, cadence andrhythm. Your power of de- 
scription is equal to his own. No man, how- 
ever gifted, has ever attained to your mastery 
of the power of poetic expression without 
a good ot practice. 
The charm and melody of your versifica- 
tion, and your pictured images, are so ad- 
mirably presented in your descriptions.” 
John C. Harkness, A. M., a graduate of Bow- 
doin College,and publisher of Harkness’ Maga- 
gine, says: ‘‘ The poem “Elflora of the Sus- 
quehanna,” by C. Harlan, M. D., isso delight- 
fully entertaining that whoever begins its pe- 
rusal will not lay it aside without completion 
—save from sheer necessity. I have read ita 
number of times and find it just the thing to 
entertain an honored guest. It has great 
strength and stirring energy of diction, refined 
sentiment, clearness and fidelity of descrip- 
tion. Its combination of these high and ex- 
ceedingly rare merits give the poem ‘‘El flora,” 
immortality. Mental power glows in every 
page. The plot is so skillfully wrought that 
you all the time want to know what is going 
to happen next. Sucha work is a monument 
to its author’s genius, infinitely more enduring 
than marble column or granite structure.” El- 
flora was written more than forty years ago 
and then laid aside. The toils and anxieties 
of professional life, incident to a very large 
practice, and the imperative necessity of a 
close attention to business, caused the doctor 
to give but little time or thought to literary. 
pursuits. He was satisfied with the discharge 


-deal thought and 
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of his duties as a physician. Curiosity, more 
than anything else, induced him to look over 
his early writings. He was astonished to dis- 
cover that Elflora needed only a careful re- 
vision to be, not only the best thing he had 


ever written, but a master-piece of the highest | 


order of composition. 


OSS, JAMES JEFFERSON, eldest son 
G i 2 of Governor William Ross, of Seaford, 
€Op was born in 1846 on the Ross estate on 
Nis which he now resides. For an account 

© of his family see sketch of W. Ross. He 
attended the schools of Seaford, and in 1863 was 
under the instruction of Dr. Clemson at Clay- 
mont. He completed his education at Edin- 
burg, Scotland, where he spent two years, 
Returning to the United States in 1865, full of 
enthusiasm for agriculture, he devoted himself 
to that pursuit, turning his attention particu- 
larly to the culture of fruit. He has now 
20,000 peach trees and 3,000 apple trees; four 
thousand pear trees were planted, but many 
of them have been destroyed by blight. His 
small fruits also have paid him well. He has 
150 acres of blackberries, chiefly the Wilson 
variety; raspberries, 75 acres ; and strawberries 
in large qnantities. He has two evaporators, 
with which he has prepared 18,000 pounds, 
principally of his own surplus fruit. He also 
raises wheat from 500 to 1,000 bushels yearly, 
and corn from 2,000 to 4,000’bushels. All his 
cattle and sheep are thoroughbreds from Ohio, 
and his stock farm is also a success. His herd 
of short horns and his Cotswold sheep 
took the premium at the Dover State Fair. 
Mr. Ross is a director of the Delaware Rail- 
road. He is a gentleman of refinement and 
culture, and affable and pleasant in manners. 
He was married in April, 1873, to Miss Sallie 
A., daughter of George Levan, of Lancaster 
county, Pa., and has one child, Brooks Levan 
Ross. He isa communicant in the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in which he has been a ves- 
tryman for eight years. 





FAB ounces, REV. GEORGE ROBERTS, 
founder, and formerly pastor of “The 
a Household of Faith,” Wilmington, was 
@EXD born in Baltimore, Md., May 26, 1839. 

The life of his father, Rev. Samuel 
Kramer has’ been published and is full of in- 
teresting facts, of which our space forbids even 
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an outline. He is now acting chaplain at the 
Navy Yard at Washington, and was a major 
|in the army during the war, where be greatly 
| distinguished himself. He married Rebecca 
iStuart of Baltimore,and had seven sons and 
two daughters. Three of the sons entered 
the ministry of the P. E, Church. One of 
them, Rev. John W. Kramer, is rector of the 
|Church of the Holy Faith, and Master of St, 
John’s Guild, New York city; and another 
recently deceased, was Rev, William Paul 
Kramer, rector of Christ's Church, New 
Orleans, who greatly endeared himself to 
the people of that city by his self-denying 





labors during the last visitation of yellow 
fever; great respect was shown to his 
memory. The father of Major Samuel Kramer 


was Major John Kramer, who before the Amer- 
ican Revolution, when but seventeen years 
old, came to this country from Bremen, accom- 
panied by his brother George, aged nineteen. 
They both entered the Continental army at 
Harrisburg, Pa., and served during the entire 
war. Major John Kramer was one of Gen. 
Washington’s body guard, and was a great 
favorite with him. After the war he settled 
in Washington and finally in Baltimore, where 
Major Samuel Kramer, the youngest of the 
entire family, was born. Four of the elder 
| brothers of the latter were soldiers in the war 
of 1812. His uncle George settled in Penn- 
sylvania at the close of the Revolution, and 
had several sons, one of whom was a member 
of Congress for three terms from that State. 
Major John Kramer married a Miss Paul, a 
relative of one of the first governors of Dela- 
ware, and whose family came from England 
with the first settlers of Kent, Md. The 
Kramer family has spread all over the states, 
'and the name spelled also Kraemer, Creamer 
and Cramer, is found in every part of the 
Union. George R. Kramer lost his mother in 
his boyhood. He spent four years at Dickin- 
son Seminary, and was licensed to preach in 
Baltimore, entering the itinerant ministry of 
the Patapsco circuit. He was opposed to the 
division in the church, but after the separation 
joined the M. E. Church South, and filled sev- 
eral appointments in the Georgia Conference 
with great acceptance, particularly at St. James’ 
Church, Augusta. He was afterwards stationed 
at Staunton, Va., and in 1874 filled a vacancy 
in the Charlestown Circuit, Md. The follow- 
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ing spring he was received into the Wilmington | 
Conference, and placed in charge of the Asbury. 
Church. While settled as pastor, 
change gradually took place in his doctrinal 
views, it being now his belief that man sleeps | 
after death until the resurrection, and that 
after the judgment the wicked 
stroyed in the second death, and not kept | 
alive in endless punishment. He also con-| 
ceived it his duty to preach these doctrines. | 
This occasioned great excitement, and the, 
feeling of regret was very general, he being | 
regarded as one of the most eloquent preachers. 
in the Conference. Many of his people fol- | 
lowed him upon his formal withdrawal from | 
the ministry and membership of the M. E 
Church, Junev2o,/18770 A 
ganization, with seventy-one members, was, 
formed the following Sabbath, under the) 
title of the Household of Faith. They wor-' 
shipped in the McClary building, where the| 
church increased in membership to over 300. 
The corner stone of their new church was 
laid October 20, 1880, and the edifice was 
dedicated on Sunday, December 3, 1881. 
The meetings continued to grow in interest 
and numbers, but several months later Mr. 
Kramer was induced to accept a call from 
“The Church of the Blessed Hope,” in Brook- 
lyn. He preached his farewell sermon to the 
Household of Faith, Sunday evening, July 30, 
1882. The house was crowded and much feel- 
ing manifested. Several of Mr. Kramer’s 
sermons have been published, also “‘ Aletheia,” 
a reply to Ingersoll, and a number of poems 
and hymns all of which met with great favor, 
and sold rapidly. In his religious belief he 
still claims to be in honest sympathy with all 
evangelical christians, and is a full believer in 
conversion and the witness of the Spirit. He 
is eloquent and forcible in his preaching. He 
was married in 1865,to a daughter of Theophi- 
lus and Selma Hill, of Atlanta, Ga. They have 
one child, Mary Rebecca Kramer; a son died 
in infancy. 
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HANDLER, SWITHIN, Physician and 
Surgeon and ex-Speaker of the Gen- 
g eral Assembly, is the son of Thomas 
? and Sarah (Yarnell) Chandler. Thomas 
* Chandler was a farmer, of Mill Creek 
hundred, born 1800, died 1872. Sarah Chand- 
ler was born in 1807, and is yet living. Dr. 








| of the first emigrant, 


| Wni: Penn,and were— 


| appears as having been signed to 
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Chandier was born in 1820, and his lineage is 


sily traced. He carries the old Saxon name 
who, with his wife and 


;eight children, arrived in Philadelphia with 


€as 


as most of their descend- 
ants in Pennsylvania and Delaware and in 
other States of the Union—members of the So- 
ciety of Friends. Swithin Chandler’s name 
a petition in 
the year 1740, to Thomas Penn, asking, with 
others of Chester county, that Willington, 
now Wilmington, be made a borough. (Ferris’ 
Early Settlements on the Delaware, p. 207.) 
The subject of our sketch is one of twelve chil- 


dren, five of whom survive. His academic 


} 
| preparation for professional life was obtained 


under the direction of Rev. Mr. Gayley, of 
Wilmington, and in his twentieth year he en- 
tered, as a student, the office of Dr. Wm. 
Notson, a well-known physician of Philadel- 
phia. He matriculated in the Medical De- 
partment of the University of Pennsylvania, 
1851, and graduated M. D., in the class of 
1654, and linmediately entcrcd on the prac 
of medicine in Mill Creek hundred, and after 
two anda half years removed to his present 
home near Brandywine Springs. He, for 
twenty-eight years, has had an extensive and 
laborious practice, yet possessed of a splendid 
physical organization, looks as though he 
could easily measure and master, in en- 
durance, other twenty-eight years of equal 


tina 
e4enr 


labor. Popular, genial, and sympathetic, 
he is not less loved as a neighhor and 
a man, than he is sought after as a skillful 


physician and surgeon. In all that relates to 
the public advantage of his community and of 
the State, he has always taken a deep interest, 
and it is not surprising that we find him, for the 
last twenty years a School Commissioner and 
Secretary of the Board. In the wider sphere 
of public and official service he has also be- 
come well-known to the people of the State. 
He served as a member of the State Legisla- 
ture in 1878-9, and was chosen Speaker of 
the General Assembly, making a popular and 
efficient presiding officer. He has always 
acted with the Democratic party, and through 
the earnest solicitation of his party is a candi- 
date for the State Legislature at this writing, 
October, 1882. Since 1853 he has been a mem- 
ber of the order of Odd Fellows, and was 
made a Master Mason in 1870. He has filled 
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all the chairs of the Blue Lodge, and has! 
served as Deputy Grand Master of the State 
His religious affinities are Presbyterian: of 
that church he has been a member for many 
years, and is at present one of the ruling elders 
of Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church. | 
Dr. Chandler has been twice married, first | 
to Miss Sarah, daughter of Joseph Lindsay, an) 
elder of Red Clay Creek Church, and after her | 
death to Miss Rebecca A., daughter of Jacob’ 
Rubencame, of New Castle county. There | 
was one child of the first marriage who died 
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settled on the Forest 
farm, near Willow Grove, where he also kept 
was constable and afterwards Justice 
of the Peace. He was also a surveyor, and 
filled almost every subordinate office in the 
county. He was finally appointed by the 
Governor an Associate Judge on the bench of 
the Supreme Court of the State, which office 
he filled with honor and ability for many 
years. He resided from that time at Passey, 
one mile south of Dover, now called Cooper's 
Corner. He was a man of irreproachable char- 


of Caroline county, Md., 


a store ; 


early. Few gentlemen in the State have more , acter and accumulated considerable property, 
attached friends, and perhaps no physician in leaving, at his death, his widow and children 
the State so large or remunerative a coun-/ in comfortable circumstances. By his first mar- 


try practice. 
SOOPER, HON. RICHARD, one of! 
the judges of the Supreme Court of 
= Delaware in the early part of this cen- | 
bse tury, was born in the year 1755, in. 

& Tuckahoe Neck, Caroline county. He | 
was the son of Richard and Ann (Broadaway) | 
Cooper, who had a family of ten children, of | 
whom seven grew to maturity: Mary, Ann, | 
Richard. Nehemiah, Ezekiel, Thomas and! 
Sarah. They were highly sespectalile people, 
in comfortable circumstances. The grand-'! 
father of the subject of this sketch was John. 
Cooper, the youngest of three brothers, who. 
came to this country from England in the lat-| 
ter part of the seventeenth or the first of the: 
eighteenth century. Their father was a gen-| 
tleman of means in England. The eldest, 
George Cooper, came only ona visit and soon | 
returned. The second, Richard Cooper, was a 
clergyman of the established Church, and 
owned a farm in Mendenhall Forest, where he| 
lived and died a bachelor. The third brother, | 
John Cooper, married Miss Smith, of Tucka- | 
hoe Neck, and settled in that place, where 
they brought up their five children ; Thomas, 
George, Deborah, Ann, and Richard. Thomas | 
was sent back to England, at the age of 
twelve years as the heir to the estate of his | 
uncle George, who died childless. The others | 
with their descendants remained in Delaware. | | 
Richard, the youngest, was studious and 
thoughtful, and while his educational advan-| 
tages were very limited, improved every op-| 
portunity to acquire information. In his early 
manhood he was 


riage with Sarah, daughter of Aaron Alford, 
56 








| William Hughlett. 


riage he hadthree children: Richard, Elizabeth 
and Sarah, who all grew to maturity. The 
two younger married and left families. His 
wife dving, he married, about the year 1800, 
Clarissa, daughter of Jenifer and Jane Taylor, 
‘of Mispillion hundred. By her he had three 
children : Richard Jenifer, Ignatius Taylor and 
Judge Cooper died at 
| Passey, August 29, 1815, at the age of sixty- 
‘three years His wife lived to the same age, 
and died at her residence i in Dover, March 24, 


1 1841. 


Cz UNNING, ERASMUS CLARK, M. 
vig D., late of Wilmington, was born June 
i 18, 1843, in Dover, where his father 

©) James Anderson Dunning, was for 
ola many years a merchant and prominent 
business man, and whose sterling integrity 
and christian character won him the warm re- 
gards of the community. He died, greatly 
regretted, February 6, 1865, in his 57th year. 

His wife, Louisa (Turner) Dunning, died Jan- 

uary 15,1846, when her son Erasmus was only 

two and a half years old. He was their only 
child, and great attention was given to his 
education and training. He was just entering 

Dickinson College at the breaking out of the 

war, but at once decided to give himse!f to 

the service of his country. He had received 
the appointment of Third Lieutenant of Com- 
pany A of the 1st Delaware Cavalry, but 
by an order from the War Department this 
grade was abolished. Nothing daunted he 
resolved to serve as a non-commissioned officer 





N 
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/and was mustered in as Orderly Sergeant, of 
: | 

a farmer, and on his mar-| the above company. 
|moted, and in 
l 


But he was soon pro- 
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second lieutenant 
first lieutenant the following December. 
In April, 1864, he was commissioned Captain 
of his company, in which position he served 
with distinguished gallantry to the close of the 
war. Soon after he received this commission, 
his regiment was sent to Washington and here 
met that order which dismounted more than 


20,000 cavalrymen and required them to serve | 


as infantry. This was an extreme hardship, as 


the regiment was composed of men accus- | 


tomed to the saddle from boyhood and who 
had enlisted for that special arm of the service, 


Yet no officer resigned, and each man took his 


musket and bravely bore his part in the hotly 
contested battles which followed. Through 
them all Captain Dunning passed unharmed. 


In March, 1865, the painful news reached him 


that his honored father had died after a short 
illness, and finding it imperative that he should 
return home and take his place at the head o 
the bereaved household, he resigned but a few 
days before the surrender at Appomattox. 
His position in the army, attained by hard 
won and successive steps, was reached before 
he was twenty-one, and his record was most 
honorable. He soonafter commenced the study 
of medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, 
from which he graduated in March, 1868. The 
following month he passed with credit an ex- 
amination before the Medical Board of the 
United States Navy, and was commissioned, 
April 21, Assistant Surgeon. He was first 
ordered to the Naval Hospital at Norfolk, and 


the following spring to the Navy Yard at! 


Washington. Next he served on board the 
United States Monitor Drctator, and shortly 


after, at the request of Rear-Admiral Charles | 


H. Poor, commanding the North Atlantic 
Squadron, was transferred to the flagship 
Severn. On this he went to the West Indies, 
but his health becoming impaired, returned, 
and after two months’ sick leave. again reported 
for duty, and was assigned to the Naval Hos- 
pital at Washington, where he was resident 
surgeon for two years. January 1, 1873, he 
resigned this position and settled in Wilming- 
ton, where he had a large practice until his 
death. He was a man of fine appearance, 
frank and genial in manner, and his skill and 
ability won him a gratifying success. He was 
also achristain and a gentleman, and had many 
warm friends. He was married January 17, 


of his company, and, 


DELAWARE. 


1872, to Miss Harriette Shallcross, daughter of 
iSamuel Morris, Esq., of Chester county, Pa., 
land had one child, Mary Rogers Hartshorne 
|Dunning. His sudden and unexpected death, 
'June 7, 1880, from hemorrhage of the lungs, 
|was deeply mourned in the community of 
| which he was so bright an ornament. 


& ~ OSS, HON. WILLIAM HENRY HAR- 
iy. RISON, Ex-Governor of Delaware, was 
< BU born June 2, 1814, at Laurel. His father, 
ge? Cale eb Rok; a well known and influen- 
| ©) tial citizen of Sussex, was born March 1, 
1784, and died Nov. 1, 1841. His mother, Leti- 
tia (Lofland) Ross, of Milford, was born March 
5, 1787, and died in 1832. William H. Ross 
‘attended the schools of Laurel till 1832, when 
he was sent to Claremont Academy, Pa., a 
Friends’ school, where he remained two years. 
On his return he became a clerk for his father, 
who was engaged in a large mercantile and 
grain business. In t836 Mr. Ross visited Eu- 
rope with his father, traveling through Eng- 
land, Scotiand, and ireland, and spent the 
year 1837 in business in Adam’s county, Ul. 
From 1840 to 1845 he was engaged in milling, 
tanning, and merchandising at Laurel, when 
he removed to his present estate contiguous 
to Seaford, where he has since resided. It 
|consisted of 1,400 acres of worn out land, 
which he immediately began to improve and 
enrich, till it now produces twenty to thirty 
bushels of wheat to the acre instead of 
five as at first, and the yield of corn has 
been increased from ten to fifty bushels. 
He early engaged in fruit culture, and now has 
1,200 peach trees in bearing and as many more 
in a thrifty young orchard ; 1,500 apple trees, 
3,000 grape vines, and 150 acres in berries of 
different kinds. He is probably the largest 
grower of small fruits in the State. His 5,000 
pear trees nearly all died from blight. As a 
farmer he has been eminently successful. He 
has recently turned over this whole interest 
to his son James J., who conducts the business 
of fruit growing and agriculture. In 1859 
Gov. Ross built his handsome residence and 
now has one of the most beautiful homes in 
Delaware. In 1846, he was elected a captain 
of a Cavalry Company which was composed 
of the leading young men of Seaford, Laurel 
and contiguous hundreds. They furnished 
their own horses and equipments, very hand- 
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somely uniformed and made a most exceilent 


Knotts, of North Murderkill hundred. They 


light horse troop. They disbanded in i849} had nine children, of whom only four grew to 


after the Mexican war. Always a Democrat, 
as was his father before him, Gov. Ross was, 


in 1850, nominated by his party, and elected} Cohn, and Sallie W.. 


Governor of the State, being then only thirty- 
six years of age. In this high office he 
greatly to his own honor, and the satisfaction 
of the people. His hearing having become 





Elizabeth, widow of William Cub- 
Mary Ann, wife of James L. 
wife of Isaiah White- 
lock. Mrs. Meredith died in 1848. Her son, 


maturity : 
bave; Peter > 


served | Peter K.,is now living in the house built by 


his grandfather, Job Meredith, and on the 
farm then owned by him. The only child of 


seriously impaired, he has invariably declined toj the last named by his first wife was Elder 


have his name used for any position since his 


Peter Meredith, long and favorably known as 


gubernatoral term expired, although frequently | the pastor of Mount Moriah Baptist Church. 


solicited. He has represented his 
Democratic National Conventions of 1844, 
1848, 1855 and 1860. 
Ross visited Europe a second time, and made 
a tour of all the principal cities of France, 
Germany, Prussia, Belgium, Holland Switzer- 
land, Spain and Italy. It was his intention to 
visit the Holy Land, purposing to see Damas- 
cus, Jerusalem and Constantinople, but an un- 
forseen duty called him back to England when 
he had only gotten as far as Cairo, Egypt. 
He was united in marriage June 7, 1840, to 
Miss Elizabeth E., danghter of George K. 
Hall, Esq., of Middletown. Seven of their 
ten children survive: Letitia L., now widow 
of Victor Green, Esq.; James J., engaged in ag- 
riculture with his father, William M. and E C. 
Ross, Phosphate manufacturers at Seaford ; 
Sarah H., wife of Dr. S. R. Skellern, of Phila- 
delphia ; Mary G., wife of Montgomery Fisher, 
Esq., of Seaford, and Laura F. Ross. 


<iXs EREDITH, PETER KNOTTS, Far- 
‘ 4a mer, Petersburg, Kent county, was 
Re born in the house where he now lives, 
oF SB July 18, 1834. His father William 

Meredith, also a farmer, was a man of 
prominence in the community, and very ac- 
tive and influential in political affairs. Elected 
in 1856 tothe State Senate on the Democratic 
ticket, he was conspicuous in that body for his 
ability and influence. He retired from farm- 
ing in the spring of 1868, and during the re- 
mainder of his life resided at Marydell. In 





tatein the | 


During the late war Gov. | E. Frazier ; 


By his second wife, Elizabeth Hatfield, he had 
four children: Rebecca, who married Thomas 
Whitely H., William, and Mary, 
now widow of Samuel Meredith. Job Mere- 
dith was a thrifty farmer, owning about 500 
acres ofland,and noted for his executive ability. 
He was a Baptist, and died in May, 1825, in his 
65th year. He had four brothers who all went 
to the West, in all parts of which their de- 
scendants may now be found. All the Mere- 
dith family in the United States it is believed 
descended trom two brothers who came foi 
Wales to Pennsylvania, about 1670. One of 
them afterwards came to Delaware and took 
up the land on which the subject of this sketch 
now resides, and which has from that time, 
over two hundred years, remained in the fam- 
ily, descending from father to sonin each gen- 
eration. Peter K. Meredith attended the com- 
mon schools of his locality, and spent a short 
time at the Camden Academy. After attain- 
ing his majority he engaged in teaching, with 
much success, for four years, when he renteda 
farm near Hazletville, which he cultivated for 
eight years, and in 1868, rented the home 
farm for two years. In 1870 he purchased 
this estate, paying to his father the interest 
while he lived, and the other heirs their 
portion after he died. It consists of 400 
acres of well improved land. Mr, Meredith 
has a fine peach orchard of 4,000 trees, which 
have been a paying interest, and from his 
vineyard he obtains from six to eight tons of 
grapes each year. He has also a pear orchard 


1870 he received the appointment of Justice | of 100 trees, and cultivates the small fruits. 


of the Peace, which office 
his death in 1874, being then in his sixty- 
fifth year. He had for many years been a 
deacon and a leading member of Monnt 
Moriah Baptist Church, His wife was Sallie 
Ann, daughter of Emory and Sallie (Lober) 


he held till | 





He has always been active in political affairs, 
and is an influential member of the Demo- 
cratic party. He is at this time a member of 
the Levy Court of Kent county. He was married 
in February,1860,to Miss Ella Chambers,daugh- 
ter of John G. Chambers. Three of their four 
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children are now living : JohnG.,Gilbert Judson, 
and Sallie Ann. His wife died in February, 
1866. In April, 1867, he married Miss Susan, 
daughter of Ambrose Broadaway. By 
marriage he has three children : Leora Virginia, 


Wm. Broadaway,and Mary Evelyn. Mr. Mer- | 
edith is one of the most enterprising, success- | 


ful and highly esteemed farmers of his county. 





ONES; COL. JAMES H., was born in 
5 Walininecon| May 6, 1821. He was the 
a). son of Morgan Jones and Mary (Hemp- 
aie hill) Jones, the former a native of Wor- 
cester county, Md., the latter of Wil- 
mington, the daughter of William Hemphill, 
He received his education in Wilmington, and 
Ellington, Conn., where he was under the tui- 
tion of Hon. Mr. Hall, whose excellence of 
character and scholarship he ever gratefully 
remembered. On March 3, 1847, he was com- 
missioned Second Lieutenant, United States 
Marine Corps. Previously tothat time he had 
served several years in the United States Rev- 
enue service. 
duty on shcre with the United States Army in 
the Mexican war, and in the succeeding two 
years on board the steam frigate Raritan of 
the home squadron. In the year 1851 and’52 
he sailed on the Raritan and Princeton, and 
was also stationed at the navy yard, Philadel- 
phia. September 1, 1853, he was commissioned 
First Lieutenant and ordered to the J/acedo- 
mtan in the East India squadron, under the 
command of Commodore Perry. The chief 
object of the expedition was a treaty of com- 
merce with Japan, which was admirably con- 
summated by that able and _  accom- 
plished officer. It was many years be- 
fore Col. Jones recovered from the deleterious 
climatic effects of this cruise. From 1856 to 
1858 he was stationed on board the receiving 
ship Ohio, at Boston Navy Yard. He sub- 
sequently served on board the Macedonian 
and Richmond, and in 1861, while at the 
Washington Navy Yard, was commissioned 
Captain, and was engaged in the battle of 
Bull Run. From 1861 to 67 he served suc- 
cessively in the Pacific Squadron, at the Navy 
Yard, Washington, in the Mediterranean, and 
at the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. In 1864 he was commissioned Major 
and Lieutenant Colonel. From 1868-71 he 
was Stationed at Mare Island Navy Yard, 
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In the years 1847-48 he was on | 
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California, and after that up to 1880, was in 
command of the Marine Barracks Navy Yard, 
Boston. On March 16, 1879, he was commis- 
sioned Colonel, and in 1880, was ordered to 
the command cof the Marine Barracks, at 
League Island, Pa.,and while preparing for his re- 
moval to that station, was seized with severe 
acute pneumonia, which terminated his life in 
a few days, at the age of fifty-nine years. Col. 
Jones was one of the best officers in the ma- 
rine service of the United States. His 
long and varied service brought him in 
connection with a great number of the of- 
ficers of the Navy, among whom he had 
many friends, being esteemed by them an hon- 
orable, accomplished and generous officer, and 
an excellent disciplinarian. In 1863, having 
already sailed for the Mediterranean, he was 
found so debilitated by disease of the bowels, 
which still lingered in his system, as well as 
by an old injury of the leg, that the fleet sur- 
geon recommended his return home. On leav- 
ing his ship a letter was handed to him from 
Admiral 
which compelled him to leave, complimented 
him for his brave and uncomplaining devotion 
to duty, although bearing such marked evi- 
dences of pain and debility. To the library of 
the Naval School at Annapolis, to the Dela- 
ware Historical Society, and to the library of 
the Historic Genealogic Society, of Boston, he 
made large and valuable donations of books, 
and to the St. Johns Espiscopal Church, of 
Charlestown, Mass., of which he was a member, 
and also one of the vestry under the rectorate 
of Rev. Dr. T. Lambert, he made liberal con- 
tributions. He left severai manuscript volumes 
of interesting descriptions of the places which 
he visited in his various cruises, and of the 
important incidents of his voyages. His wife, 
to whom he was married September 27, 1842, 
was the daughter of Mr. John Patterson, mer- 
chant, of Wilmington, Del. She still survives 
him. He was buried inthe Wilmington and 
Brandywine Cemetery, by the side of his only 
daughter, who had died at the age of three 
years—the only child of her parents. 
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Gx ARGADINE, ROBERT WHITTA- 
© hr KER, M. D., of Felton, was born near 
Canterbury, Agri 28, 1844, being the 
” eldest son of Henry K. Hargadine and 


i 
id, Ruth, his wife, the daughter of William 
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- from the Rodney family. 


-delphia, as Resident Surgeon. 
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Whittaker, both still living. They have had’ 
eight children, five of whom are living. Henry , 
K., the younger of their two sons, is a farmer | 
near Canterbury; the eldest daughter, Mary. 
C., married Walter Burton, who descended | 
She died in 1874, 
leaving ason, Rodney Burton. The father of, 
Dr. Hargadine was early left an orphan, and 
at a tender age had to earn his living, and 
make his own way in life. His father, Robert | 
Hargadine, was a farmer in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, but died in 1831, at the age of 
thirty-two. The father of the last named was 
Mark Hargadine, also a farmer. The family 
is old, of German or Saxon origin, the name 
being originally Hagedone, the same as Haw- 
thorn in English. The family came to Amer- 
ica just prior to the Revolution ; is now very 
numerous, and scattered in every part of the 
country. Robert W. Hargadine attended 
school from three to six months of the year, 
till nearly eighteen years of age, after which | 
he spent over two yearsat schools of a higher | 
grade, at Camden and Dover. He then taught | 
one year and spent the winter of 1864 in his 
uncle’s store in St. Louis. Returning to Dela- 
ware he studied medicine in the office of Dr. | 
Thomas Cahall, of Frederica, graduating M. | 
D. from the University of Pennsylvania in| 
1867, and entered St. Mary’s Hospital, Phila- 
In that insti- | 
tution, with which he was connected three 
years, he enjoyed unusual advantages for per- 
fecting himself in the knowledge of his pro- 
fession. Besides his general practice, he de-_ 
voted much time to the study of microscopy ; 
under the celebrated Dr. James Tyson, and, 
became one of the founders and original mem- | 
bers of the Microscopical society of that city. | 
In 1868 he was elected a member of the. 
Academy of Natural Sciences, before which he. 
read an original paper on the crystalization of 
the blood. This attracted much attention) 
from physiologists, and the eminent scientist | 
and author, the late Professor Samuel Dickson, | 
became from that time his warm friend. He 
was also in 1868 elected a member of the Phil- | 
adelphia Hospital Association, and a member. 
of the Pathological Society, in the proceedings 
of which he took an active part, and con- 
tributed several valuable papers with speci- 
mens. A brilliant career was opening before 
him when his health failed from the close con- | 











of land, between St. 


‘Whorter, 
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finement of hospital practice, and an entire 
change became imperative. He returned to 
Delaware in December, 1870, and settled in 
Felton, where his reputation and skill secured 


him a large practice, and the close acquaint- 
Pa) 


iance of years only increases the esteem and 


confidence with which he is regarded. Dr. 
Hargadine was married, October 31, 1872, to 
Miss Mary Evelyn, daughter of Edward J. and 
Elizabeth (Reynolds) Carter, of Kent county, 


and granddaughter of Robert W. Reynolds. 


They have five children: Edward Carter, 
Mary, ‘Elizabeth, Robert and Albert Henry 


Hargadine. 


sscWHORTER, THOMAS SEE, Far- 
\A-4 8 mer, near St. George’s, was born on 
at the farm where he now resides, Feb- 

ty? ruary 17, 1815. His father, Thomas 

~ 9p McWhorter, also a farmer, was born 
in-that vicinity in 1776. His first wife was 
Rachel Packard, by whom he had six children: 
Horace, Jefferson, Leontine, Mary, Sarah Jane, 
and Thomas See. He next married Mirs. 
Elizabeth Segars, of Philadelphia. The two 
children of this marriage died in infancy, and 
again losing his wife, he married Mrs. Mary 
McCaulley, of St. George’s. Thomas Mc- 
Whorter died in October, 1858. His father, 
John McWhorter, also a farmer, died when 
he was only six years of age. The last 
named owned between 400 and 500 acres 
George’s and Dela- 
ware City. He was a brother of the celebrated 
Presbyterian clergyman, Rev Alexander Mc- 
a chaplain in the Revolutionary 


particularly in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
where most of his life was passed. Another 
brother was Hugh McWhorter,the oldest of the 
family, a farmer, anc owned the lands now be- 


f longing to Anthony Higgins, near St. George’s. 


The father of these three brothers was Alex- 
ander McWhorter, a Scotch Presbyterian, who 
came to America in the early part of the 
eighteenth century and settled nearSt.George’s | 
where he owned a large landed estate. His 
descendants have been numerous and promi- 
nent in that locality for overacentury. Rachel 
(Packard) McWhorter was the granddaughter 
of Derrick See, the original settler of that 


/name, who owned a large tract of land south of 


St. George’s, adjoining the canal, and consist- 
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ing of over 1000 acres in one body. 
now one owned by 


Thomas See 


divided into four farms: 
McWhorter, 


mother),and the two farms of John P. Hudson. 
Thomas See McWhorter attended the Acad- 
emy at St. George’s till eighteen years of age, 
when he served an apprenticeship of four years 
in locomotive building in New Castle. He 
then returned to farm ufe, residing at the 


homestead, where he still lives, and which his. 


father gave up to him in 1846. He has suc- 
ceeded well in life by his industry, economy 


and fair dealing. His family have, for the most. 


part, been members of the Democrat party, but 
he has been always a strong temperance man, 
and voted the Republican ticket from the or- 
ganization of that party. 
friend of the Union during the war, and earn- 


estly supported the general government. He 


isa member and trustee of the Presbyterian | 
church in St. George’s. Mr. McWhorter was 
first married, in 1846, to Margaret Jane, daugh- | 
ter of his cousin, John McWhorter. 
only surviving child is John Francis McWhor- 
ter, who married Mary Susan, daughter of Pur- 
nell J. Lynch, in 1870, and resides near Mid- 
dletown. Mr. 


and Margaret (Burkhart) Scott, of Philadel- 

phia. 

c(i RIFFITH, ALFRED PRICE, Smyrna, 
Real Estate and Insurance Agent, 


ND Dealer in Pianos and Organs, and also. 
z engaged in farming and fruit raising, | 


1843. | 


was born in Odessa, May 10, 
His father, Joseph C. Griffith, was born in Sus- 
sex couty, in 1797, and commenced life as a 
carpenter and pump maker. 


This is | 


another by his. 
brother Leontine, (both inherited from their | 


He was a devoted | 


‘Lheir | 


McWhorter lost his wife in, 
April, 1848, and was again married, December | 
23, 1856, to Miss Emma, daughter of William | 


He afterwards | 


DELAWARE. 


a noted surgeon in the revolutionary war 
_and who joined Washington at Vailey Forge. 
See the sketch of Rev. and Dr. James Jones 
in this volume. Alfred P. Griffith attended 
the schools of Smyrna, till 
-year, after which he was clerk in a store 
for two years. He then entered Bryant 
‘and Stratton’s business college in  Phila- 
‘delphia, graduating in 1862. He was next, 
for two years, in partnership with his brother, 
Franklin W. Griffith, in general mercantile 
business. In 1866, he entered into partnership 
with his father in the grain commission busi- 
ness, which continued until the death of the 
latter, in 1868. He now devoted himself to 
‘farming and fete raising, till! 1874, when he 
/engaged also in the Real Estate and Insurance 
‘business in Smyrna all of which he still con- 


his eighteenth 


‘'tinues. Mr. Griffith wasone of the originators 
jof the Fruit Growers’ National Bank, of 


Smyrna, and was electeda member of the first 
‘board of directors. This position he resigned 
,in 1878. He has also been a director i the 
public library of Smyrna, is vice-lresidcnt of 
‘the Smyrna Building Loan Association, andone 
of the most highly esteemed citizens of that 
place. He isan active and efficient member 
of the M. E. church, with which he united in 
1869, has beenaclass leader since 1871, and 
salso a member of the board of Trustees. 
In 1874, he was a lay delegate to the Wilming- 
‘ton Annual Conference. He was married, 
April 12, 1871, to Miss Ella T., daughter of 
| Rev. Thomas Jefferson Thompson, D. D., then 
presiding elder of the Easton district. They 
have one child living, Julia Wilds Griffith. 
Their only son, Alfred Carlisle, a lovely child of 
one year, died in 1876. “As a business man, 
_Mr. Griffith is active, earnest, honest, reliable, 
and well deserves the success he has achieved. 





turned his attention to fruit growing and be-. 


came one of the earliest and most successful | 
His father was | 


peach growers in the state. 
Samuel Griffith, and his grandfather was one of 


four brothers who came to this country from | 
Wales early in the eighteenth century. Joseph | 


C. Griffith married Mary Creighton, daughter 
of Major John Wilds, who commanded the 
Delaware troops in the war of 1812. 
one of the finest looking men in the army 
and always dressed in the antique style. 
He married the daughter of Dr. James Jones, 


He was | 


s EYNOLDS, SAMUEL M., Merchant 
att 2 of Middletown, was born near Newark, 
é at Aug. 1, 1842. His father is John Rey- 
(op nolds cGwhom see sketchin this volume. 

(> His mother was Mary G., daughter of 
Samuel Moore, of New Castle county. Mr. 
Reynolds was the fourth child of his parents. 
He began in early life to attend school, and 
after reaching his tenth year entered the 
Newark Academy, where he continued four 
years. He thenentered the Delaware College 
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andcontinued at that Institution for two years.|the regular course of four years in half that 


In the year 1858 he commenced a farm life but 
5 


left this employment to clerk in the store of) 


Hon. J. F. Williamson at Newark. ‘In the 
spring of 1861 he entered his father’s store as 
a clerk, but became a partner in 1863, the 
firm name being changed to John A. Reynolds 
and Son. In September of 1864 the store was 
removed to Middletown, anda brother, Edward 
Reynolds, was admitted asa partner. 


the business, the firm name, however, continu- 
ing the same. In 1871 the store was removed 


to a three-story brick building erected by the | 


firm. Soon after this removal Mr. S. M. Rey- 
nolds bought out his brother's interest and be- 
came sole proprietor. In 1876 he bought the 
contiguous dwelling and altered it into a gro- 
cery store. Mr. Edward Reynolds again be- 
came a partner in 1868, the business having 
attained such large proportions as to require 
his assistance. They annexed another build- 
ing and opened a clothing and gents’ furnish- 
ing goods department. ‘Lhis enterprising firm 
bought out the store of Thos. O. Culbreth in 
Dover, and re-opened a merchandise establish- 
ment under the firm name of E Reynolds & 
Co. Their stock of goods in Middletown will 
amount to the worth of $30,000 including dry 
goods, notions, clothing and gents’ furnishing 


.goods, with a large line of boots, shoes, hats 


and caps, there being a large assortment in 
every department of general merchandise. 
Mr. Reynolds is a member and a trustee of 
the Presbyterian Church. In politics he is a 
Democrat. Mr. Reynolds was united in marri- 
age on the sixth day of Dec., 1865, to Miss 
Mary Cochran, daughter of R. T. Cochran of 
New Castle county, Del. Two children are 
the fruit of this marriage, Mary and Bessie 
Reynolds. 


GS ARRINGTON, PURNEL FREDER- 
ICK, Commander in the United States 
Navy, and head of the department of 
, astronomy, navigation and surveying, at 

the Naval Academy, Annapolis, is the 
second son of Samuel Maxwell Harrington, 
late Chanceitlor of Delaware, and was born in 
Dover, June 6, 1844. At the age of seventeen 
he entered the United States Naval Academy, 
and was graduated, September, 1863, third in 
a class of thirty members, having accomplished 





{ . 
| period. 


Four 
years after Mr. Jno. A. Reynolds retired from 


Promoted to the grade of ensign in 
the Navy upon graduation, he joined the 
sloop of war, of Farragut’s 
squadron, and commanded a division of guns 
ton board that ship at the battle of Mobile 
Bay, and in her celebrated contest with the 
rebel ram 7ennessee. Subsequently he partic- 
ipated in all the operations against the city of 
Mobile, the capture of Fort Morgan, and the 
blockade of the Texas coast. At the close of 
the war he remained in the Monongahelz as 
navigator and ordnance officer, and while on 
this duty was promoted to the grades of 
Master and Lieutenant, and in March, 1868, to 
that of Lieutenant Commander. While in 
this ship he twice passed through an epidemic 
|of yellow fever, in which more than thirty of 
the officers and men were lost. During the 
earthquakes of November, 1867, the A7ononga- 
ela was thrown on shore by a tidal wave at 
the island of Santa Cruz, West Indies, on 
which occasion ke contributed by his presence 
ot mind and prompt orders to the safety of 
the ship. From 1868 to 1870 Lieutenant Com- 
mander Harrington was employed at the Naval 
Academy as assistant professor of Mathemat- 
ics, and, subsequently, from 1873 to 1876, as 
instructor in astronomy, navigation, and hy- 
drographic surveying. In the interval between 
these academic employments he served as ex- 
ecutive officer on board the Pensacola, flagship 
of the South Pacific squadron. In May, 1873, 
he commanded the Naval Battalion at Pana- 
ma, during the revolution, and preserved the 
railroad and the property of foreign residents, 
for which service he received the thanks of the 
Commander in chief and of the President of 
the State of Panama. In 1877 he went to 
Brazil in the flagship Hartford, in which ves- 
sel he occupied for three years the difficult po- 
sition of executive officer, and for more thana 
year performed the duties of Captain and 
Chief of Staff, imposed upon him by the illness 
and death of the late Captain Henry A. 
Adams. Sincehis return tothe United States, 
in the spring of 1880, Commander Harrington 
has been employed as head of the department 
of-astronomy, navigation and surveying at 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis and in 
command of the practice ship for cadets. In 
| May, 1881, he was commissioned Commander 
}in the Navy. 


Monongahela, 
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“28 OUPER, DR. JAMES, was born in the) 


his profession, but in the failure of the Bank of 


e ir village of Christiana, Del., October 3, 
Ss 7 1803. He was the son of Dr. James 
Ca Couper, who then resided in that place, 


9 
@ but afew years afterwards removed to 
New Castle. His classical studies were pur- 


sued in Newark with Rev. Francis, Hindman, | 


and completed at New Garden, with Enoch, 
Lewis, the eminent mathematician. In 1824, 
he was graduated M. D. from the University 
of Pennsylvania, having been a student in the, 
office of Dr. George McClellan. He com-| 
menced practice*near Downingtown, Chester 
county, Pa., but soon returned to New Castle, 
where he absorbed the chief professional busi- | “4 
ness of the place and neighborhood, earned | 
by the confidence of the community in his, 
conscientious and sound medical hidemente 
Dr. Couper was one of the original members , 
of the American Medical Association, and| 
chairman of the committce who made the first 
report on Preliminary Education. That re- 
port evinced the clearness of comprehension, | 
and the terseness and propriety of expression | 
which characterized him ; it embraced all the | i 
main points required to be included in such a! 
report, and although very much amplified by | 
subsequent committees has been but little im- | 
In the progress of medical science in | 
our State, and in its honorable upholding, he | 
was always greatly interested, which was| 
evinced by his presence at the meetings of the | 
Delaware State Medical Society,and his active | 
and efficient participation in its exercises. He) 
was repeatedly a delegate to the American 
Medical Association, and was one of its Vice- | 
Presidents. He united with the Presbyterian | 
Church early in life, and continued a devoted | 
member while he lived. His death occurred | 
after a very brief illness from Gisease of the 
heart. His loss was lamented by a large cir- 
cle of professional friends, as well as by the| 
whole community in which he had so long, so | 
assiduously and so successfully cultivated his} 
profession. His death created a great void, 
and his many friends long deplored the absence, 
of his kind and sympathizing presence, which | 
had cheered and encouraged them in hours, 
of sickness and sorrow, and smoothed the 





|'remained in Delaware 


DELAWARE. 
dom from the cares and anxieties incident to 


the United States he, with many others, found 
himself despoiled of much of the earnings of 
his life, and his efforts for the rest of his days 
Were to repair the wreck in which he was so 
unexpectedly involved. His remains were 
placed in the cemetery of the Presbyterian 
Church at New Castle. Dr. Couper married 
Miss Mary, the daughter of Hon. James Black, 
of New Castle, July 24, 1832, a lady endowed 
with the graces of the christian, combined with 
the culture fitted to adorn her brilliant mind. 
o'o, EIGWIN, REV. ALBERT NEWTON, 
£' oi. pastor of the West Presbyterian Church, 
7x¥ Wilmington, was born in Jeffersonville, 
els Ind., February 20, 1840. His father, 
James Keigwin, descended from a Cor- 

nish family, of Welsh origin, the first of whom 
any authentic record now exists, being Capt. 
Jenkins Keigwin, of Moosehole, who was killed 
in an attack by some Spanish gallies on the 
towns of Moosehole, Newlyn, and Penzance 
in 1595. The family crest was a white dog’ 
which is the meaning of the word Keigwin. 
Their shield is now quartered with that of the 
family of Lord Nichols. Over two hundred 
years ago, a branch of the family came to Con- 
necticut, where some of their descendants now 
reside. Inearly life James Keigwin went tc 
Louisville, Ky., where he married Jane, daugh- 


'ter of John Christy, who, in 1815, was a Swiss 


refugee from Geneva to Delaware. He was a 
gentleman of birth and fortune, and a man of 
courage and ability. During the reign of 
Louis XVI he belonged to the Swiss Guard 
and was one of the defenders of the palace 
when the Touleries were attacked by the Rev- 
olutionists in1791. He was among the twenty 


| who survived that desperate encounter. Na- 


poleon placed him on his staff, where he re- 
mained several years, and for a time, while 
Switzerland was under the French protector- 


_ate, he was Treasurer of Geneva; but when the 


Cantons became free he was obliged to flee for 
his life, for the crime of having held posi- 
tion under the French Government. He 
several years and 


bed of death. Dr. Couper never became wealthy. /removed to Louisville, Ky., where he died. 


As he had no children, and lived elegantly, but | 
without extravagance or ostentation, his last. 


Mr. James Keigwin soon after his marriage re- 
moved to Jeffersonville, Ind., where he be- 


days might have becn spent in ease and free- came the lessee of the State Penitentiary. In 
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this place he made a fortune of over a quarter | frequent changes. In 1871 he accepted a call 
of a million dollars, largely invested in real es-| to the Southwark Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
tate. When his son Albert was three years, delphia, where he wasvery popular, and where 
of age, he again removed to Louisville. It had his labors during a pastorate of seven years 
long been the practice in the family for every; were greatly blessed. In November, 1878, in 
son to acquire a trade, and on arriving at aj response to an urgent call from the West 
sufficient age, the young Albert learned that! Presbyterian Church, of Wilmington, he set- 
of a practical printer. When he had mastered | tled in that city. He is a clear and logical 
the business he entered Hanover College,|thinker, and a fluent and elequent speaker. 
Ind., completing his course about the time of} His people are devoted to him. He was 
the outbreak of the civii war. He then enlisted, married in 1864 to Miss Amanda L. Bullock, 
in the Union army, receiving a commission as) of Haverhill, Massachusetts, a lineal des- 
Captain of Company D, Twenty-sixth Regi-;cendant of Sir Chauncey Bullock, of Corn- 
ment, Kentucky Volunteers. After being in| wall, England, who removed from thence to 
command of his company for one year, he was |Canada. They have two sons, Albert Edwin 
detailed and appointed Assistant Adjutant' and Earnest Farewell Keigwin. Their only 
General, on the staff of General Stephen Bur-; daughter, Blanch Annie, died in early child- 
bridge, of the Thirteenth Army Corps. The hood. 

military record of Captain Keigwin is a bril- 
_liant one. He was in thirteen engagements, GRAILEY, THOMAS EMORY, Farmer, 
_the siege of Corinth, the battles of Champion yi near Kenton, was born February 12, 
Hills, Ky.; Big Black River Bridge, Arkansas oJ 1838, being the third son and eighth 
Post, the siege of Vicksburg, and others. At ‘S 2) child of Mason and Sarah (Smithers) 


bie, Warule “Or is each River mares tos) oF Bailey. His father was a wealthy farmer 
James Keigwin, brother of Captain Keigwin, Leake land owner. He died May 21, 1872, in the 
-was in command of General Osterhause’s Bri- | seventy-ninth year of his age. His widow, 
-gade, and in the act of flanking the enemy in| who was the daughter of John and Ruth 
a splendid charge, when his brother, seeing | Smithers, is now in her eightieth year, and in 
-with quick eye, his certain victory, and resolv-| the enjoyment of good health. Mr. Thomas 
ing to share in its honors, rode with Lieuten-| E. Bailey attended the schools of his native 
ant Robert Conover, of Indiana, considerably | place till he was about eighteen years of age, 
ahead of his men, directly upon the confeder- | after which he was a clerk in Philadelphia for 
ate forces. The Colonel of the Sixtieth Ten-|three years. Returning to Delaware in 1860, 
nessee Regiment discovering the flank move-} he thenceforward devoted himself to agricul- 
ment, immediately surrendered to Capt. Keig-| ture, the first farm of which he took charge 
win his sword and flag. At the capture of! being halfa mile west of Kenton; but in 1866 
Arkansas Post, one of the most desper-|his father purchased for him the farm on which 
‘ate contests of the war, he was one of|he has since lived, called the ‘‘Seven Hicko- 
‘three men who together rode over the|/ries,” and containing 4oo acres of highly im- 
rampart and were the first to enter the} proved land. He has upon ita fine residence, 
fort the moment the white flag floated.| built mostly by himself, and large, commodi- 
Immediately after the surrender of Vicks-| ous and substantial barns and out-buildings ; 
burg, he resigned his commission and com-| besides six tenant hauses. He has also pur- 
menced his theological studies at Princeton,| chased two other tracts of land adjoining, 
where he remained a year, spending another | making 125 acres additional. A few years ago 
year at the Theological Seminary, at Danville. | he had 150 acres in peaches, but has now only 
Ky. He studied the third year at Haverhill, |6,000 trees. His fruit has some years realized 
Massachusetts. The Presbyterian Church at} him a profit of $5,000. He has also 600 apple 
Fulton, Illinois, was his first charge,and during | trees, 1,100 pear trees, and 500 grape vines, all 
‘the two years of his labors there it was greatly | of which are profitable. He raises wheat ex= 
“prospered. After this he was one year at/|tensively, and in 1880 produced 2,200 bushels 
Lyons, Iowa, and for two years at Cedar|on one hundred acres of land. He is one of 
‘Rapids. His health was the cause of these! the most industrious, enterprising and success- 
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ful farmers in Kent county, and is one of the 
substantial men of the State. Mr. Bailey isa 
Democrat in politics, but has never been active 
in public affairs. He was married February 
12, 1867, to Miss Clara E., daughter of William 
and Hannah (Palmer) Hutchinson, of St. 
Jones’ Neck, Kent county. They have five 
childen : Sarah Smithers, Linda, Bertha, Ma- 
son William, and Etta Bailey. 


zy VERS, REV. THOMAS OLIVER, 
wi Pastor of the M. E. Church at East 


va ; 
a’ New Market, Md., was born May 27, 


ey 1838. He was the eighth child of a'| 
fs family of nine, His parents were | 


His 


James and Nancy (Harwood) Ayers, 
father was of English descent; his mother, on 
her father’s side, was of Irish extraction. 
-was married in her eighteenth year, and died, 
aged forty-eight, in 1850. James Ayers died 
in 1842, in his forty-second year, when his son 
Thomas was only four years old, Thomas had 
few advantages of education. 
attending school at eight years of age, but 
went only atintervals. After the death of his 
mother he was employed ona farm. When 
seventeen years of age he went to Smyrna, 
and served three years as an apprentice at 
harness making. He became a good workman 


and was employed by Mr. Ruth for a year after | 


his apprenticeship with him expired. At the 
end of this year, he bought out his employer 
and began business in his own name, at which 
he continued until 1861. During all these 
years he employed all his leisure time in study. 
When the civil war broke out he became an 
earnest patriot and Republican, and October 
25, 1862, entered as a private the Sixth Regi- 
ment, Company A, Delaware Infantry. When 
the company was organized he was made Or- 
derly-Sergeant and served during the entire 
term. He re-enlisted and entered the Seventh 
Regiment, Delaware Infantry, July 27, 1864, 
and served as First Lieutenant of Co. F. 
After his muster out he again volunteered, and 
was made First Lieutenant of Co. F, Ninth 
Regiment, Delaware Infantry; was detailed 
and made Adjutant. December 15, 1864, he 
was commissioned Captain of Co. H., and was 
mustered out with his Regiment at the expira- 
tionof its term of service. He resumed his busi- 
ness at Smyrna, but under the strong convic- 
“tion that this was not to be the business of his 


She | 


| 
He commenced 


DELAWARE. 


life. In 1859 he became a member of the 
|M.E. Church at Smyrna, During the next 
'nine years he was successively a class-leader, 
'exhorter and local preacher, and while giving 
all needful attention to business, was still 
/earnestly applying himself to preparing for 
'the ministry of the gospel. He first served 
the church occasionally on Smyrna Circuit, 
and was received into the ranks as a trav- 
| cling preacher in 1870. He was appointed 
_to Millsboro, and served as pastor of that 
charge for three years, after which he was 
‘sent to Frankford for three years, and in 
1876 was appointed to the Pocomoke City M. 
E. Church for two years; then became pastor 
of Asbury M. E. Church, Crisfield, Maryland, 
for two years. He is now pastor of the M. 
E. Church, at East New Market, Maryland. 
Mr. Ayers is an original thinker, and as a 
| speaker is forcible and popular. He has been 
very successful as a financier in church mat- 
‘ters, and largely engaged in building and fit- 
ting up churches and church property. He 
has been very active in the temperance Cause, 
and has been a bold and fearless worker in be- 
‘half of local option. He joined the Good 
'Templars in 1868, and in September, 1869, 
was made Grand Worthy Chief Templar of the 
State of Delaware, for one year. As an Odd 
Fellow he has passed all the chairs, and has 
been a delegate to the Grand Lodge of the 
State. Mr. Ayers was married April 18th, 
1861, to Miss Rebecca T., daughter of Joseph 
and Phoebe A. Disch, of Smyrna. They have 
had nine children, of whom only three survive. 


i 
| 
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| 
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<x EYNOLDS, HON. ROBERT JOHN, 
>) Farmer and State Treasurer, was born 
~~? ¥ in Smyrna, March 17, 1838. He is the 
. youngest child of Robert Wright and 
Sallie Gilder (Marvel) Reynolds. Mr. 
Reynolds came with his parentsin early child- 
hood to ‘‘Golden Ridge,” the family home- 
stead near Petersburg on which he still re- 
sides. He attended the schools of that vicin- 
ity till his fourteenth year, after which he was 
sent for two years to the academy at Middle- 
town. He then became a student for three 
'years in the Fairfield Seminary, Herkimer 
| county, N. Y., pursuing the higher English 
branches, mathematics and the languages. 
In 1860 he entered upon’ the practical 
duties of life as an agriculturist on “the 
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farm. ‘‘Golden, Ridge.” 


The following year,{in the war of 1812. 


He died in 1821. The 


June 18, 1861, he was united in marriage|relatives of his wife, Rachel Ricketts, were 


with Miss Lovenia Latchum, 


daughter of) formerly residents of the same county, but are 


William. E. and Sarah M. (Sevil) Riggs,{now of Cecil county, Md. She died in 1866, 


of Smyrna. Soon after he built the commo- 
dious residence, in which he has since resided. 
His father died, February 14, 1863, and his 
mother continued to occupy the old home- 
stead till her decease, which occurred March 
15, 1874,- when. Mr. Reynolds. came into 
possession of the above estate. It con- 
tains about 400 acres of well-improved land, 
under a high state of cultivation, and located 
in one of the best grain and fruit sections of 
the State. Mr. Reynolds has not made a 
specialty of fruit raising, although, he has in 
bearing 2500 peach, 500 apple and 400 pear 
trees, besides small orchards of other fruits. 
The remainder of the farm is devoted, princi- 
pally, to cereals. Mr. Reynolds has devoted 
his life assiduously to his vocation, and stands 
as one of the foremost farmers of Kent county. 
He has always taken a deep and active inter- 
est in public affairs, and exerts a wide intlu- 
ence in the counsels of the Democratic party 
of the State. In 1868 he was elected to the 
lower House of the State Legislature, serving 
with credit in the session of 1869. He was 
elected by the Legislature, in January, 1879, 
to the office of State Treasurer, which he now 


-holds, and the responsible duties of which he 


has discharged with ability and general satis- 
faction. Besides these public trusts he has 
been foremost in all matters that tend to the 
improvement andadvancement of the commu- 
nity in which he lives, among which we may 
mention that he has been clerk of the School, 
District for about twenty years. Mr. and Mrs. 
Reynolds have but one child, Byron Reynolds, 
a young man eighteen years of age and of 
much promise. He is at present a student at 
the University of Virginia, and contemplates 
entering the legal profession. Mr. Reynolds 
is a gentleman of intelligence and worth, and 
greatly respected as one of the substantial 
citizens of the State. 


2 AHOON, HON. WM. RICKETTS, 
AL of the firm of William R. Cahoon & 
uu Son. Manufacturers of Carriages, Dover, 
—? was born October 1, 1813. His father, 
©, Captain Samuel Cahoon, a well known 






fagmer of Kent, was in command of a company | na. 








They had five children, of whom the subject 
of this sketch was the third. His grandfather, 
William Cahoon, and also his father before 
him, lived and died on the estate known as 
‘‘Pearman’s Choice” one and a half miles 
south of Smyrna. The family were from 
Scotland, and were among the early settlers 
of Kent. William R. Cahoon attended a sub- 
scription school till thirteen years of age, 
after which, until reaching his twenty-second 
year, he was a clerk, first at Cowgill’s Corner, 
andafterward at Smyrna. At the former place 
he commenced mercantile business for himself, 
but was not successful, and next took up the 
occupation of teaching having always had ade- 
cided literarytaste. He taught first in the vicin- 
ity of Smyrna,until 1833,where he was appoint- 
ed Justice of the Peace and Notary Public by 
Gov. Comegys, and removed to Kenton, where, 
also. he taught the viilage schooi, remaining 
in that place five years. Leaving Kenton he 
became, in 1844, a member of the firm of B. 
Benson and company, of Smyrna, with whom 
he was connected until 1862. In February, 
1863, he was appointed by Gov. William Can- 
non, Clerk of the Orphans’ Court and Regis- 
ter in Chancery, serving with credit until 1868. 
In 1863 he, with his son, William R. Cahoon, 
Jr., commenced the carriage business in Dover, 
which, to the present time, has been largely 
successful. Mr. Cahoon has served in several 
sessions of the State Legislature, having been 
elected on the Whig ticket. He was an orig- 
inal anti-slavery man, and gave to the bill for 
the graduai abolition of slavery, his vote and 
influence, but the bill was defeated. His par- 
ents were both Presbyterians, his mother a most 
saintly woman. He was, however, converted 
in the M. E. Church, with which he united in 
1829. He has been steward, class-leader for 
twenty years,and superintendent of the Sunday 
School. In 1852 he was licensed to preach, 
and has been solicited to accept ordination. 
He is secretary and treasurer of the Local 
Preachers’ Association of the Wilmington An- 
nual Conference and one of the curators. Mr. 
Cahoon was married,April 20, 1834, to Louisa, 
eldest daughter of Benjamin Benson, of Smyr- 
She died May 11, 1851, leaving eight 
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children. December 28, 1853, he married Sal- | rectors of the company, which position he heid 
lie E., daughter of Joseph and Sabra P. Hof- till his death. He was married at New Castle, 
fecker, of Smyrna. She died, December 4,; October 5, 1824, to Dorcas Montgomery, 
1878, at their farm called ‘‘ Home Nook,” on | daughter of the Hon. Nicholas Van Dyke, of 
which they had resided for fourteen years.| Delaware; three children of this marriage 
Her children were also eight in number. Both survive their father. He was for many years 
these ladies were remarkable for their lovely ! one of the directors of the Farmers Bank of 
christian character. Delaware, in Wilmington, and until a short 

SaaS , time before his death, its President. This 
cOo uPONT, CHARLES IRENEE, was] office he resigned in consequence of declining 
“ih born at Charleston, S. C. March 29,;health, Having lost his first wife in 1838, he 
(a 1797, the eldest son of Victor DuPont | married a second time, Ann Ridgely, daughter 
and Gabrielle Josephine Lafitte de 
Pelleport. His father was then the 


Re a the Hon.. Henry M. Ridgely, of Dover. 
OP His widow, and two children of this marriage 
French Consul at Charleston, where he had|survive him. Elected on the Whig ticket, and 
been sent through the influence of his father, | firm in his adhesion to his party, he was never 
DuPont de Nemours, to remove him from the/a bitter or boisterous politician, but by his 
troubles of the French Revolution. The|dignified course, secured the esteem of all 
whole family emigrated to the United States | parties, and without effort, unconsciously be- 
in 1800, and eventually settled on the Brandy | cameextremely popular with his fellow-citizens. 
wine. Charles I. DuPont was known through | He was never deaf to the cry of distress or 
the entire community and state, as an}/wearied in helping others. His very kind, 
energetic, industrious, and eminently public}social, and communicative manner, won 
spirited man. He was, forthe greater part of | friends wherever he was known ; his high prin- 
his life, largely engaged in manufacturing on es and pure moral character, secured for 
the Brandywine, but gave also great attention | him the esteem of every one, and gained the 
to agriculture, and some of the most beautiful \confidence of all whoapproached him. When 
and valuable property of the State, in New| the war broke out, he was, like his lamented 
Castle and Kent counties, attest his skill. | brother, Admiral DuPont, ‘‘ardent in his de- 
He also found time during his active and un- | votion to the Union, and gave as liberally of 
‘selfish life to further other objects and pur-|his means, as the brave soldier did of his 
poses. In 1841 he was a most active member | services and valor, to the cause of Union and 
of the State Senate, and was elected and| Peace.” Though interesting himself in every 
re-elected to represent New Castle county in | matter of importance with unabated ardor, he 
the Legislature. He was-always found most | retired from an active business life some years 
active in advocating the passage of any law|priorto his death. Hedied January 31, 1869, 
for the public good. One of the originators of | peacefully and calmly, without an enemy, his 
the Delaware railroad he was unremitting in|character without a stain, ‘‘and the lustre of 
his efforts to effect the passage of any bill for | his historic name untarnished and undimmed,” 
its benefit, and his influence in the Sen-| ; 
ate, Feb. 27, 1855, carried the bill through 
that body which gave aid from the State}! 
towards the erection of this road. He also E 





~SOLLINS, WILLIAM BISHOP, Hard- 
4 ware Merchant, of Smyrna, was born in- 
Milford, April 5, 1820, son of Jchn Wes- 






gave his time and the most untiring in- ey ley and Mary (Cheshire) Collins. His 
dustry in soliciting and obtaining subscriptions 6) father was a brick mason and builder, a 


to the stock. He was adirector in the P., W. | man of eminently upright and blameless life. 
& B. railroad, and exerted himself to influ- | Five of his eight children by his first wife grew 
ence this company to take hold of the Dela-|to maturity, and he had two children by his 
ware railroad, believing it would be to the ad-| second wife, Mrs. Susan Stradley. The father 
vantage of both, and without great delay | of John Wesley Collins was Thomas Collins, a 
could not otherwise be built. Having, with | native of Still Pond, on the Eastern Shore of 
others, thus accomplished the building of this; Maryland. He married Sarah Henderson, of 
road, he consented to serve as one of the di-| Leesburg, N. J., and in early life removed to 
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Milford, Del. 


He was also a builder, an ex- 


ford for a quarter of a century, and was one of 


3 = E S| "| 4 + 
ceilent man, and prominent in the M. Ej the leading business men of that town. He 


Church, as was also his son John Wesley. He} 
raised a family of eight children, all of whom | 


became highly respected members of society 
The progenitors of the family were among the 
earliest colonial settlers on the Atlantic coast 
William B. Collins received a common school 
education in his native town, but was early re- 
quired to assist in labors for thesupport of the 
family. He was large for his years, and at 
thirteen was apprenticed to learn the tailor’s 
trade. The conditions were that he should re- 
main til! his majority, and.should, before that 
time, receive six months’ schooling. This lat- 
ter clause was not fulfilled till he was twenty, 
and strong enough to compel his master to 
In 1836 
his master went West, taking his apprentice 
with him. They visited Springfield, Ill., and 
St. Louis, and returning in a few months, Mr 
Collins settled in Smyrna. In 1848 he became 
a merchant tailor, and followed ‘this business 
till 1867, when he engaged in the hardware 
business, in which he still continues. He has 
for many years been prominent in the public 
offices of his locality, has served several times 
on the Grand Jury, and for about thirteen 
years has been amember of the Board of Town 
Commissioners. For six years he was Presi- 
dent of the Board, an office corresponding to 
that of the Mayor of a city. In November. 
1874, he was elected a member of the General 
Assembly on the Democratic ticket. In this 
body he served on several important com- 
mittees, besides being Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Revised Statutes. Mr. Collins has 
been for several years an elder and trustee in 
the Presbyterian Church. He was married, 
September 24, 1844, to Mrs. Maria L. Denny, 
of Smyrna, daughter of Thomas Layton. They 
have had four children, of whom only two are 
living : Mary Cheshire, widow of the late 
James W. Reedy, of Milford, having one child, 
Florence Reedy ; and Henry Layton Collins, 
telegraph operator at Smyrna. 


¢4 ILLIAMS, Hon. RYNEAR, Retired 
+ Merchant of Milford, was born in that 
town, January 13, 1840. His parents 
were Colonel William Collins and 
Mary Hill (Hudson) Williams. Colonel 
William C. Williams was a merchant in Mil- 











was distinguished for his integrity and his ex- 
cellent business and social qualities. He was 
appointed an aid on the staff of Governor Ben- 
nett with the rank of Colonel. He was a 
Democrat in politics, but would never accept 
office. He was twice married, first to Miss 
Hettie Burton, by whom he had three chil- 
dren, two of whom are living ; John H, and 
William D. Williams. His second wife was 
Mary H. Hudson, by whom he had three chil- 
dren, of whom two survive; Reynear and 
Robert Williams. He died in 1845 at the age 
of forty-eight years. Mrs. Williams, his second 
wife, is still living at the age of sixty-one years. 
This family descended from Reynear Williams, 
who is supposed to have come to this country 
during the latter part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Mr. Williams, the subject of this sketch, 
was sent to the Milford Academy, where he 
received a good education. He entered astore 
in Milford as clerk, continuing for three years. 
In 1860 he went to Wilmington, where he 
engaged as bookkeeper and salesman. in a 
large dry gonds establishment. After three 
years’ experience he began the business for 
himself in that city, which he conducted suc- 
cessfully for three years. In June, 1866, he 
sold out his store in Wilmington and removed 
to Philadelphia, where he entered into part- 
nership with Isaac S. Smith, under the firm 
name of Smith & Williams. This firm was 
engaged in the wholesale notion and hosiery 
business on Market street, in which they were 
very prosperous. In 1870 he returned to Mil- 
ford, where he opened a dry goods store, which 
he continued with uninterrupted prosperity up 
to the fall of 1880, when he disposed of it, and 
now devotes his attention to his vessels and 
real estate. In May, 1876, he wasclected and 
served as one of two managing directors of 
the office of Discount and Deposit of the Bank 
of Smyrna, at Milford, which position he held 
for two years, when the office was discon- 
tinued. In the fall of 1880 he was elected on 
the Democratic ticket to the Legislature of 
Delaware, and served for the session of 1881 
as Speaker of the popular branch of that 
body. This position was entirely unsought 
and given him by the spontaneous action of 
the members of that body. His record as 
Speaker was that of courtesy and fairness 
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throughout. He is a member of the Masonic 
order, being made such is 1865. Heisadirec- 
tor of the Milford Building and Loan Associa- 
tion, and is now its secretary and treasurer. 
He is largely interested in agriculture, and is 
the owner of several tracts of land. Mr. Wil- 
liams owns an interest in four schooners, en- 
gaged in the coasting trade. He has been 
very successful as a business man, and is an 
influential citizen of histown. He was united 
in marriage in 1871, to Miss Annie P., daugh- 
ter of H. W. McColley, and granddaughter of 
Rev. T. P. McColley, of whom see plate and 
sketch in this volume. 


ms RAZIER, JOSEPH, Farmer of Milford 
56 hundred,was born, September 11, 1823, 
of on the farm on which he now resides 
: AG) and which has been in the family over 

“92 one hundred years. 
Frazier, was born on the same farm in 1793. 
He was a leading farmer and citizen of Kent, 
and held several prominent position. 
County Treasurer, was Trustee of the Poor 
for twelve years, and for many years a leading 
member of Laws M. E. Church. He died in 
1849. He was twice married; first to Phoebe 
Layton, of Milford, by whom he had four 
children, Two of these survive; Mary, wife 
of Samuel M. Carter, of Greensboro, Md., 
and Sallie A., wife of John Quillan of Mil- 
ford hundred. Having lost his wife he 
married in January 1823, Miss Lydia Draper, 
of Kent county. Eight of the ten children 
of this marriage grew to maturity, their names 
being Joseph, the subject of this sketch ; 
Carey ; William; Rachel ; Caroline, wife of 
John S. Harrington ; Lydia, wife of Reuben 
Harrington ; Thomas; Percy, widow of Jona- 
than Brown, and John M. C. Frazier. William, 
the father of Carey Frazier, either purchased 
or inherited the farm above mentioned. Carey 
was his only son, and assisted him in clearing 
much of the land. Some ofthe logs were over 
six feet in diameter. William Frazier died 
about the year 1800, at the age of thirty-three. 
The maiden name of his wife was Tomlinson. 
After his death she married Thomas Sipple, 
and had several children. The Frazier family 
is known to have been in Delaware for over 
one hundred years, and according to tradition 
is of Scottish descent. In his boyhood, Joseph 
Frazier attended the common schools of his 


His father, Carey | 


He was | 


DELAWARE. 


| locality for nine or ten winters, but for many: 


| days, of even this small portion of the year, he 
| was kept at home to assist in the labors of the 
|farm. He remained with his father till the age 
‘of twenty-five, when he married and went to 
|farming on his own account, in Duck Creek 
hundred. After one season he moved ta the 
'Wharton farm, North Murderkill hundred. In 
| January, 1850, just after the death of his father, 
ihe returned to the home farm, which became 
| his by inheritance and on which he has ever 
since resided. 
|large and commodious house, and has since 
added his extensive outbuildings. The farm 
| contains 178 acres, all undera high state of 
cultivation and mainly devoted to cereals. 
Mr. Frazier is devoted to his vocation, is one 
iof the most successful farmers in Kent county, 
and was one of the first in that county to dis- 
cern the advantages of combination and co- 
operation through the order of the Patrons of 
Husbandry. He is now Master of Grange, No. 
8, of Milford hundred He is active, intelligent 
and enterprising, and highly respected by the 
community in which he has spent his life. In 
politics he was an old line Whig, was a strong 
Union man during the war, and has since beena 
decided Republican. He joined the M. E. 
church in 1857, and is one of the Board of 
Trustees. He was married in 1848, to Miss 
Susan, daughter of William and Susan (Davis) 
Mason. They have had twelve children, of 
whom ten are now living. Their names are : 
William Mason, Davis Henry, Caroline, wife 
of Beniah Anderson, of Farmington ; Emma 
Smithers, Sallie, Joseph and Susan, twins ; 
and Cora, Ella and Harvey, triplets. Carey 
Frazier, the eldest son, died in 1870, in his 
twenty-second year. 
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opp RAWEORD, JAMES V., M. D., Ex- 
ee ¥ President of the Citizens’ National Bank 
a of Middletown, was born in Baltimore 
bye in 1824, in which city he was educated, 
© and lived until 1846, when he became 

a resident of Delaware. He traces his an- 
cestry back to James Crawford, who came with 
Sir Robert Carr, as a volunteer on the military 
expedition sent by the British Government in 
1667, to drive out the Dutch, who had taken 
| possession of the Delaware Colony. James 
|Crawford was of Scotch-Irish descent, anda 
man of means and position. He concluded ta 





He erected, at that time, his: 


ee 


Castle settlement. 
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‘cast his lot among the hardy pioneers of the 
Colony and rémained at or near the New 
He obiained a grant 
of several tracts of land from the English 
Governor Nichols, of the New York Province, 
‘and some from Edmond Andross, Deputy 
“Governor of New York, before the Delaware 
séttlement was sold to William Penn. These 
“tracts or plantations were improved, and left 
“to his heirs, at his death, in 1683. His widow, 
‘Judith Crawford, married Edward Gibbs, and 
‘her children were Edward and Benjamin 


Gibbs (see sketch of the Jast named.) One of | 


“the sons of the first James Crawford, John, 
"Was a clergyman of the P. E. Church, in Dela- 
"ware. His great grandson, George, went 
“south about 1747, and Elinora, a sister of 
“George, married a gentleman named Porter, 
“who was the ancestor of Commodore Porter, 
ofthe U.S. Navy. Most of the descendants 
Of James Crawford have resided in what is 


“Yow the county of New Castle as landed pro- 


tpriétors to this day. Like many of the 
“Scotch-Irish race they have been more noted 
“for their attention to the education and ad- 
“vancement of their families in private life, than 
‘solicitous of public honors. Many of them 
vdre interred in the burial ground attached to 
‘Drawyers’ Church, near Odessa and _ their 


Mames are conspicuous in the annals of that! 


“old church. The grandfather of Dr. Craw- 
“ford, whose name was also James, was unfor- 
tunate in losing the bulk of a fine estate by 
securityship for friends. He survived for 
Sg§everal years his son Jacob, the father of Dr. 
(Crawford, who was of a delicate constitution, 
sand died at the early age of thirty-eight 
‘years. He married a Miss 
‘Baltimore, who was a Catholic, and died also 
“very early in life. Her maternal grandfather 
“was one of the French Arcadian or 
“Scotian colonists, who were so cruelly driven 
‘inito’exile from that once happy province, by 
“orders of the British Government in 1755, and 
‘her father, Francis A. Dukemin, was from 
va French mercantile family who had emi- 
fgrated to St. Domingo, and had established 
aa large shipping business in that island; but 
"At the time of the insurrection were obliged 
tto flee, losing the greater part of their pro- 
“perty, and from that time lived in Baltimore. 


Dukemin, of 


Nova 





“Dr. Crawford was educated at St. Mary’s 


| profession of medicine, graduated from the 
| University of Maryland in 1845. His first 
|object after this was to recover possession of 
|an estate in Delaware which had belonged 
'to his grandfather, James Crawford. In this 
ihe incurred much risk and expense, but after 
| several years of wearisome delays and dis- 
appointments his efforts were crowned with 
success. He was also fortunate in selling at 
|an advance in price, just before the late war, 
}a tract of land he had bought in Virginia. 
| His means now enabling him to gratify his 
tastes, and finding the practice of medicine in 
} the country too laborious for his strength, he 
'concluded to devote himself to farming and 
| the cultivation of his lands. This occupation, 
though not entirely congenial, was better 
suited to his health, and permitted him more 
leisure for his chief pleasures, reading and 
study. He was a director in the Citizens’ 
National Bank of Middletown during the ten 
years following 1864, and held the position of 
| President of the Bank for three years, resign- 
jing in. 1874. He is-a Roman’ Catholic fn rc- 
|ligion. He was educated in the Whig party 
but has for many years past acted with the 
Democratic party. During the late war he 
followed the lead of Mr. Douglass and 
| strenuously supported the war for the Union. 
He also sympathized with the administra- 
tion of Andrew Johnson, in his efforts to re- 
; store the friendly relations of the States; and 
he attended the celebrated National Union 
Convention of 1866 as one of the Delegates 
from Delaware. At the election of 1880 he 
consented to serve as a candidate for the State 
Legislature on the Democratic ticket in New 
Castle county, but the ticket was defeated. 
With these exceptions he has had no active 
connection with politics, and much prefers 
literature and the independence of private 
life. In 1882 he was again nominated as the 
choice of his party for the General Assembly. 





ONES, HENRY B., late Captain in the 
United States Revenue Marine Service, 
was borr in Philadelphia, April 3, 1804. 
t-) His father was Major Benjamin Nones, 
ale a liberty loving Frenchman, whocame to 
America previous to the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and when that struggle came offered 
his services to his adopted country and was 





{College in Baltimore, and having chosen the| assigned to the command of the body guard 
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of the brave Count Pulaski. Major Nones 
participated in most of the battles of the Rev- 
olutionary war, and was wounded at Red 
Bank, Trenton, Brandywine and Germantown. 
He was present at Yorktown and also fought 
at Camden and Eutaw Springs, S. C. 
de Kalb fell in the former of these battles and 
Major Nones was one of the four masons who 
buried him with due ceremony. After the 
close of the war. he settled in Philadelphia 
Where he was appointed sworn interpreter of 
foreign languages under President Washing- 
ton. The son,who ts the subject of this sketch, 
was one of eleven children, and he passed his 
boyhood at schoul in his native city. When 
in his fifteenth year he went to sea in the 
largest ship plying between Philadelphia and 
Canton, China. His advancement was so rapid 
that at the early age of nineteen he comman- 
ded a vessel trading with South America and 
other ports. About the year 1830, he was ap- 
pointed a Lieutenant in the Revenue Marine 
service by President Jackson, and he was var- 
iously empioyed along our Coast until the break- 
ing out of the Florida War with the Seminole 
Indians, when he rendered efficient service by 
co-operating with the army. He was pro. 
moted to a Captaincy in 1837, and ordered to 
Eastport, Maine, where, for two years, he per- 
formed very valuable service in- saving many 
lives and much property belonging to our 
citizens at that port. His fidelity to duty was 
acknowledged by votes of thanks from the 
Chamber of Commerce and Colonial authori- 
ties at St. John, St. Andrews, New Brunswick 
and Halifax, By the latter he was tendered 
a handsome service of silver plate as a testi- 
monial of their esteem, but being an officer of 
the United States Government, he could not 
accept without permission of Congress which 
was not requested. At the breaking out of 
the Mexican War, Capt. Nones was ordered to 
proceed, at once, with his vessel, the U.S. 
Revenue Cutter, Forward, to Point Isabel 
Texas, and there report to Gen. Zachary Tay- 
lor for duty in connection with the Army. 
When the naval! squadron appeared off Vera 
Cruz, Gen. Taylor ordered him to report for 
duty to Commodore Matthew C. Perry,and he 
participated in the engagements at Alvarado 
and Tabasco, At the latter place he remained 


Baron | 


! 











HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


After articles of peace were signed he carried 
out in his vessel Governor Robert Letcher, 
American Minister, and his suite. He was 
actively employed during the late war; a few 
days after the firing on Fort Sumpter he took 
his vessel to the Chesapeake, and later re- 
ported to General B F. Butler, and guarded 
the harbor at Annapolis. He _ performed 
arduous service along the bayand at Beaufort, 
N. C., whence he was invalided home; and on 
his recovery was assigned to the command of 
the United States Revenue Cutter Seward on 
the Delaware Station. Captain Nones com- 
manded Revenue Cutters at most of the At- 
lantic and Gulf ports. In command of the 
cutter Fames Lane he sailed through the 
Straits of Magellan in 1855 and visited Cali- 
fornia, whence, after a year’s absence, he re- 
turned to Wilmington, where he had resided 
many years. Captain Nones was well-known 
and greatly respected, not only in Delaware 
but in most of our sea ports, for his genial 
manners and eminent services in rendering 
assistance to vessels coming on our coast in 
distress. The winter season has always de- 
monstrated the arduous and trying duty of the 
United States Revenue Marine Service, and 
his zeal and heroism endeared him to many 
afloat and on shore. He died, Aug. 25, 1868. 
Several of his sons have served in the Army 
and Navy of the United States; two sacrificed 
their lives in the Naval Service, in which one 
still remains. 


&S OUSTON, HON. JOHN WALLACE, 
: A. M., one of the Judges of the State of 
Delaware, was born at Concord, Sussex 
> county, May 4, 1814. His father, John 

Houston, who was a vessel owner and 
merchant, died in 1838, at the age of forty- 
eight. He was one of the leading citizens of 
his locality and of high character. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Cornelius Wiltbank, a 





»| farmer on the Broadkill river, whose landed 


estate had come down to him through suc- 
cessive generations from his original American 
ancestor, Helmanus Wiltbank, probably one of 
the early Swedish settlers. The records 
show that he was the Schout or Sheriff of the 
Dutch Court at Hornekill, and was afterwards 
one of the Justices of the court under the gov- 


as Naval Officer commanding the port, and| ernment of the Duke of York. Hewasa large 
afterwards blockaded various Mexican ports.| land holder, having obtained patents for sev- 
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eral large tracts on the Broadkill and in the 
vicinity of Lewes before the Duke’s deed of 
feoffment for the three lower counties to Wil-. 
liam Penn, and before the latter had acquired 
his letters patent for his province of Pennsyl- 
vania from Charles the Second. Judge Hous- 
ton’s grandfather, named Robert, the son of: 
John Houston, was a distinguished citizen of 
Delaware in the last century. He was chosen! 
by the Legislature one of the Commissioners 


‘to establish the County seat of Sussex Co., but) 


died of yellow fever contracted in Baltimore | 
in 1791, before the completion of the task. | 
He was a man of exemplary life and highly | 
esteemed. The Houston family are .of| 
Scotch descent. Several brothers early set-| 
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ter of the Judicial Decisions of the Courts of the 
State, five volumes of which have already been 
published. Judge Houston is one of the most 
accomplished scholars in the State. . Not 
long since he prepared a_ historical paper 
of great merit and research on the question of 
tne boundary between this State and Maryland, 
and also New Jersey. The paper was prepared 
at the request of the State Historical Socicty, 


‘and delivered before that body in Wilmington, 


Feb: 21,1878. “He is a strong and logical 
thinker, a fluent and graceful speaker, and be- 
fore his entrance upon his Judicial duties and 
consequent retirement from political life he 
exerted a wide and controlling influence in 
public affairs. Since his elevation to the bench 


tled in New York, and from them one of its! he has never exhibited the least partisanship 
well-known streets was named. The family/in his rulings or decisions, and has become 
afterwards branched off, some settling in Penn- | eminent for the candor, impartiality and great 
sylvania, others in Delaware and North Caro- | ability with which he has performed the respon- 
lina, and afterwards in Tennessee and Texas | sible duties of his exalted position for more than 
In all these states the descendants have been | a quarter of a century; and the fact that he con- 
more or less conspicuous, and some have | sented to accept the nomination of the Republi- 
achieved national reputation. ‘They gave the | can party for Kepresentative in Congressin 1850 
name to the city of Houston, Texas, and Hon. | without taking any part whatever in the can- 
Samuel Houston, United States Senator from | vass, constitutes no exception to this observa- 


that State, was of this family. The subject of 
this sketch was carefully prepared for college 
at Newark Academy, graduating from Yale, 
in 1834, with distinction. He then entered 
the office of the late Hon. John M. Claytonasa 
law student, and after a three years’ course 
was admitted tothe bar. He at once settled 
in Dover where he remained two years. In 
December, 1839, he removed to Georgetown, 
where he met with success. In 1841 he was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State by Governor 
Cooper for a term of four years. So conspic- 
uous had Mr. Houston already become, and 
so great was his reputation throughout the 
State, that in 1844, he was nominated and 
elected to Congress by the Whig party. He 
was returned to Congress in 1846, and again 
in 1848, making six years of continuous service 
that was highly creditable to his ability and 
patriotism. After a successful and even bril- 
liant career at the bar for eighteen years, he 
was appointed, May 4, 1855, Associate Judge 
of the State of Delaware, resident in Kent 
county, which position he still holds. His 
opinions in many important cases amount al- 
most to treatises and ate quoted as authority 
throughout thecountry. He isex-officzo repor- 
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tion. 


CR URTON, CAPTAIN GEORGE HALL, 
{5 U. S. Infantry, was born in Millsboro, 
J) Sussex county, Jan.12,1843. A sketch 
oe) of his father, Benjamin Burton, has been 
given. He attended Colonel Theodore 
Hyatt’s Military School in Wilmington, leav- 
ing in 1861, and that year was appointed by 
Judge Fisher, member of Congress, a cadet at 
West Point. He graduated in June, 1865, and 
the same day was promoted to a Second and 
First Lieutenancy, and served afterwards on 
the staff of Gen. Stoneman, who was in com- 
mand of the First District of Virginia. In 
1869 when in the Twenty-first U. 5S. Infantry 
he was ordered to Arizona, and served as As- 
sistant Adjutant General of that territory, and 
as adjutant of the Regiment. In 1871 he was 
promoted to a captaincy, and accompanied his 
regiment to Oregon, where he bure a gallant 
part in the Modoc wars. Asa reward for his 
bravery Gen. Jeff C. Davis recommended him 
for brevet. Under Gen. Howard he took part 
in the Nezperces war from the beginning to 
the end, but came out from all these encoun- 
ters without a wound. In 1878 he was engaged 
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in the Bannock Indian war in Oregon and 
Idaho, and was afterwards stationed at Co- 


lumbus, Ohio. In the fall of 1880 he returned 


3 : at ua | 
to his regiment at Fort Elamath, Oregon, and 


is now in command of that post. In the 
autumn of 1881 he was ordered, by the War 
Department at Washington, to put up a tele- 
graph line to connect with the nearest one, 
one hundred miles distant, through the wilder- 
ness and over the mountains. In this under- 
taking he succeeded, and while thus engaged 
learned telegraphy so that when his line was 
established he could send or receive a message. 
The estimatiou in which Captain Burton is 
held may be well inferred from the following: 
Senator Grover of Oregon asked the Secretary 
of War to detail the Captain to a place in the 
signal service, urging that he was a good officer 
and recapitulating the services he had rendered. 
“Senator,” the Secretary replied, it is just such 
officers as Captain Burton that we can’t spare ; 
if it was some unimportant officer that you 
wished detailed we could let him go, but we 
must retain our best officers.” Captain Bur- 
ton was married at Los Angelos, Cal., in 1870, 
to Miss Minnie, daughter of Judge Charles H. 
Larribee, a member of Congress from Wiscon- 
sin, Judge of the District Court for ten years, 
and acolonel in the Union Army during the 
late war. They have three children; Min- 
nie Norton, Leila Ford and Cathersine Green 
Burton. 


(pgr OUPER, DR. JAMES, son of Jame, | 


| 
fr 
z 





aS Jan: 18, £778, in Christiana, in which 
CGG@x place his father settled in 1763. An 


give him every advantage in their power. On 


and Jane (Eaken) Couper, was borg | 


only child, his parents early decided to | 


DELAWARE. 


‘dian to minors and an administrator of estates. 
: He was conscientious member and office 
‘bearer in the Presbyterian church, and left a 
fragrant memory of piety and good works. 
He was marricd, Sept. 30, 1800, to Miss Hannah 
“McIntire, a lady of Irish descent, by whom 
|he had four sons and three daughters. The 
ideath of Dr. Couper, Sept. 1, 1839, when 
‘in the sixty-third year of his age, occasioned 
ithe most heartfelt sorrow throughout the com- 
i'munity. Sketches of his sons, Dr. James, 
| William and John Edwards, all deceased, may 
‘be found in this volume. Samuel is still resid- 
/ing in New Castle. His eldest daughter, Ann 
‘Jane, married George Kerr, a native of Scot- 
iland. Mr. Kerr died, Jan. 4, 1860, and his wife, 
June 14, 1877, leaving one son, James Couper 
Kerr. The second daughter, Mary, is still 
‘living. Her husband, James Logan Smith, of 
| Philadelphia, died March 6, 1843. Their chil- 
idren were three daughters: Annie Couper, 


a 


| Esther and Ellen Logan Smith, the eldest of 


| 
whom married Rev. Alexander Proudfit, of 


the Presbyterian church, aud whose thice chil- 
|dren are John, Mary Couper and Alexander 
Couper Proudfit. Elizabeth Riddle, the third 
daughter of Dr. Couper, is also still living. 
|She married Dr. Lewis A. Edwards, a surgeon 
‘in the United States army, whose death oc- 
‘curred Nov, 8, 1877. They had three sons, 
‘the eldest of whom, James Lewis Edwards, 
| died August 16, 1867. The remaining sons 
| are John Couper and George Kerr Edwards. 








| 
| 
{ 
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2° ULLEN;« JOHN)» WESLEY,«. ‘Farmer 
A and Merchant, Dover, was born in Kent 
| SNE county, Nov, 1, 1809. His father, 
by Hezekiah Cullen, was a large land- 

é) owner, of Murderkill hundred, and was 





ie 


the completion of his literary course he stu- | distinguished for his piety and honorable char- 
died for the medical profession and was acter. He died in 1$24, in his fifty-fifth year. 
licensed to practice. In 1809 he was appointed , His wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Edmond 
Cashier of the Farmer’s Bank at New Castle, and Rachel (Primrose) Bailey, of Milford. 
to which town he removed during that year,| They had nine children, viz: Ann; James; 
In 1835 he was made Secretary and Treasurer | Gideon; Rachel; George; John Wesley; Sarah; 
of the New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike Elizabeth; and Mary. Mr. Cullen’s grand- 
and Railroad Company, which position he held father was John Cullen, a farmer of Kent, who, 


the remainder of his life. Dr. Couper is still | 
remembered by the more aged members of. 
the community in which he lived, as a man of | 
great integrity and uprightness of character. 
Thoroughly trusted and respected by every 
one, he was very frequently appointed a guar- | 


with his wife, was drowned by the falling in of 
a bridge at or near Frederica. They had three 
children, a-daughter and two sons, Gideon, a 
distinguished surveyor of his day; and Heze- 
kiah. The family, which is of Swedish origin, 
have been worthy citizens of the State from 
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early colonial times. Mr. Cullen grew up on | 
his father’s farm, where he was trained to hab- | 
its of industry, and was in a christian home 
surrounded by the best influences. His educa- 
tional advantages, only such as were offered | 
in the subscription schools of that day, he | 
eagerly improved. At seventeen he left home 
and became an apprentice to a wheelwright, 
till his majority, when he built up a successful 
business in Frederica. In 1835 he entered into. 
partnership with William Townsend at Fork | 
Landing, where they enjoyed a large trade, | 
and owned a vessel which they run to Phila- | 
delphia, til! 1841, when Mr. Townsend with- | 
drew and located in Frederica; Mr. Cullen 
continuing the business till 1846. He then) 
for two years conducted a large and prosper- | 
ous mercantile and shipping business. at 
Odessa. Deciding to engage in agriculture, 

he purchased, in 1848, ‘‘Cherbourg,” the old 

homestead of Governor Comegys, in St Jones’ 
Neck, near Little Creek landing, containing 
374 acres of good land, but in a dilapidated | 
state. Taking up his residence there he de- | 
voted himself to its improvement, adding lime 
and fertilizers in large quantities. The same 
year he built a vessel of eighty tons burden, 
which he kept employed for ten years. About | 
1850, in connection with Thomas Wilson, he 
brought the first reaper into Kent county. In 
1836 he rented his farm and resumed mercan- 
tile life in Dover, and also became a large 
dealer in grain. In 1861 he returned to his 
farm, but continued buying and shipping 
grain. Heat that time planted 1,600 peach, 
and 400 apple and pear trees, which interest 
was successful, In 1868 he bought the “Bald- 
win” farm, a part of the old Loockerman estate 
near Dover, on which he afterwards resided. 





} 
i liberal educational advantages. 





The farm contained 135 acres in a high state of 
cultivation. Mr. Cullen was brougnt up an 
old line Whig, was next a Republican anda 
staunch and loyal Union man during the war. 
In 1840 he was elected a member of the Levy 
court for Kent county on the Whig ticket, 
and was re-elected in 1844, serving very ac- 
ceptably for eight successive years, He also 
served two terms of two years each as Com- 
missioner of the Poor, and during his term of 
office, and mainly through his influence, the | 
building for the insane was erected. He joined 
the M, E. Church in 1854, and became stew- 





ard, trustee, and treasurer. He was married 


| years. 
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in 1834 to Miss Mary Barrett, who died in 
Hezekiah ; 


1855, leaving six children ; John; 


James; Elizabeth, wife of William H. Wallace, 


of Dover; Mary, wife of Joseph Root of Phila- 
delphia; and William. In August 1856, Mr, 
Cullen was married to Miss Sarah Elizabeth, 
daughter of William and Sallie (Martindale) 
Wallace, a farmer near Camden. Their chil- 
dren are, Harry: Wallace; Charles Wesley, 
who died in 1867 aged eight years; Edward 
Everett of Philadelphia ; Franklin Martindale, 
Sallie Meads, Clarence Wesley, and Katie 
Shakespeare Cullen. Mr, Cullen took a just 
pride in his family, and has given his children 
He made life 
a success by an honorable course, and close 
attention to business, and enjoyed the confi- 
idence and esteem of all who knew him. Mr. 
| Cullen died, greatly ae May 25, 1882. 
Se ICKMAN, HARBESON, Capitalist of 
) Lewes, was born in that town, Sept. 
LY 6, 1818. His father, George Hickman, 
ann “was born, Janici4, 1779, on. the oid 
2), family homestead, at Hackley Barney, 
five miles from Lewes. He was for several 
years a merchant in Philadelphia, but returned 
to Lewes during the war of 1812, continuing 
the same vocation successfully till 1844 when 
he retired. He died in 1851. He married 
Mary W. Mariner, of Lewes. They had four- 
teen children, eleven of whom, eight sons and 
three daughters, are still living in 1880. The 
father of George Hickman was Nathaniel Hick- 
man,a farmer who died about 1790. He had two 
brothers, Richard and Selby. Their father, 
whose name has been lost, came from England, 
settling in Delaware early in the 18th century. 
The family tradition is that three brothers came 
from England to America, one settling in 
Virginia, one in Pennsylvania and the other in 
Delaware, and that their descendants are now 
scattered all over the country. Mr. Hickman 
attended the best schools of Lewes, which, at 
that time, were noted for their excellence, till 
he was fourteen years of age, when he was 
sent for two years to an academy in Philadel- 
phia. After four years spent in his father’s 
store he, in 1839, entered into partnership with 
his brother, Nathaniel W. Hickman, in the 
wholesale hardware business, which they con- 
ducted prosperously in Philadelphia for. ten 
In 1849 he sold out to his brother and 
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was one of those, who, in that eventful year, 
made their way tothe Golden Gate. After 
remaining a few months in San Francisco he 


went to Stockton, where he entered again into | 


He launched out boldly in 
business, and was rewarded with immense 
success. Although, in 1851, his 
stock were destroyed by fire, a disaster which 
involved him ina loss of $100,co0, he was 
not disheartened, but soon had a new fire- 
proof brick building completed and his busi- 
ness again in successful operation. In 1855 he 
sold out and retired from mercantile life. He 
remained a few years longer in California, 
operating largely in real estate, bonds, stocks, 
etc., 
town, where he has since resided. 


commercial life. 


Store and 


Besides 


his large landed estate in California he owns | 


about twenty farms in Sussex county. He 


has taken much interest in improved methods | 
of agriculture, and most of his lands are under | 
also owns | 


ahigh state of cultivation. He 
about twenty vessels, most of them sailing to 
the West Indies and South American ports, 
although some of them are engaged 
European trade. Mr. Hickman has always 
been identified with the Democratic party, and 
is now a member of the 
Committee of that organization. He was 
married, April 19, £859, to Miss Elizabeth 
Causin, daughter of Benjamin and Marion 
Lee (Slater) Dickinson. Their surviving 
children are Harbeson Hickman, Jr., Vir- 
ginia Lee Hickman, Maria Dickinson Hick- 
man, and Henry Beers Hickman. 


5:4 and Soldier, Wilmington! ivsaectar 
General on the Staff of the Comman- 
r+ der in Chief, General Geo. Merrill, and 

x3 Commander of the Department of Del- 
aware, Grand Army of the Republic. Col. 
Wainwright was born in Syracuse, N. Y., July 
13, 1839; and is descended from the Wain- 
wrights so long settled in Monmouth Co., N 
J. This name and stock has long been known 
as having had its representatives in the Army 
and Navy of the United States, and had a his- 
tory as patriots and soldiers in our Kkevolu- 
tionary struggle for Independence. Colonel 
Wainwright was educated in the public 
schools of New York city,to which place his 
parents had removed in his early boyhood. He 





OF 


when, in 1859, he returned to his native | 


in the} 


National Executive | 


DELAWARE. 


|came with a widowed mother and twe other 
children, younger than himself to this State 
when in his thirteenth year. He spent in 
New Castle and Wilmington the years inter- 
-vening until his twentieth year, when he lo- 
cated in West Chester, at which place he 
Ww as temporarily residing at the breaking out 
lof the war of the rebellion, 1861. His tradi- 
tional soldier blood made him a private in 
ithe earliest organized company from that 
|town, and it became a part of the 2nd Penna. 
Wools: three months service. He was with his 
/company and regiment through the period of 
lits enlistment ; was mustered out at Harris- 
burg, receiving an honorable discharge; re- 
[turned to West Chester and re-enlisted asa 
| private in Co, F, 97th Pa., Vols., three years 
service. Now began the wonderful history of 
appreciation and promotion, which has had no 
parallel, perhaps, in the history of the late 
war, John Wainwright the private of Co. F., 
passed through each intermediary grade, 
/non commissioned, commissioned and field 
| officer, untii he closes his military career as 
Colonel, commanding the same regiment that 
received him but a few years before a private 
lin the ranks of one of its companies, While 
the fearful casualties of war opens the path 
to promotion in many instances, yet it 
is only just to say his advancement was 
a result achieved by soldierly qualities, and 
earned by the heroic performance of duty in 
| battle, and regard to discipline in the camp. 
The following are the dates of promotion: 
from first Sergeant to second Lieutenant, June 
10, 1862: to first Lieutenant, May 1, 1863: to 
Captain, Nov. 1, 1864: to Major, Dec. 1, 1864: 
to Lieutenant Colonel, March 14, 1865, for 
gallant and meritorious conduct at the storm- 
ing of Fort Fisher: and Colonel,June 15, 1865. 
The actions in which he was a participant 
were in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
North Carolina and Virginia, and even to name 
them would requuire space which we have not 
at command. He was twice wounded, at 
James’ Island and at Fort Fisher, but while 
hundreds of his command fell he escaped and 
yet lives apparently in excellent health, look- 
ing no older than his portrait. He was mus- 
tered out, with his regiment, August 28, 1865. 
He was present and engaged in twenty-three 








| battles and sieges, and besides these his regi- 
| ment has a record of nearly a score of others 
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in which it participated. Since the war he has; Hart received no education, except what he 
been a prominent merchant in Wilmington. | acquired himself, but was a man of good judg- 
and a valuable citizen of the State. Colonel; ment, industrious and upright. He lived for 
Wainwright has always taken an active inter-| many years on a farm belonging to Dr. Peter 
est in army affairs, particularly in connection! R. Jackson, of Milton, which he keptinahigh 
with the Grand Army of the Republic, having | state cf cultivation, and which still bears the 
joined the first Post ever organized in the; name of the ‘ Burton Hart Farm.” In 1850 
State, which was disbanded and the Colonel! he purchased a small farm of 30 acres in 
became a member of Du Pont Post, No. 2, of} Georgetown hundred, where he lived the re- 
which he served as surgeon for two terms. He} mainder of his life, and which is now owned by 
was appointed Senior Vice-Commander of the! his son, Pcter J. Hart. He married, Jan. 15, 
Provisional Department of Delaware, also} 1823, Miss Eliza F., daughter of Absalom and 
Assistant Inspector-General on the Staff of} Hester (Warrington) Dodd. She was born, 
Commander-General Louis Wagner, and to| Oct. 16, 1804. They had eleven children: 
the same position on the Staff of Commander-| Sarah Emeline, born, Oct. 17, 1825, m. John 
General George Merrill. On Jan. 11, 1882, at| Bowers, and died in 1875, leaving one child; 
the Annual Department Encampment he was} Cornetius Coulter, born, Dec. 12, 1827, m. Eliza- 
unanimously elected Commander of the De-| beth Greenley, and died in 1869, leaving five 
partment of Delaware, an honor which could| children ; Hetty Jane Stokely, born, Nov. 27, 
come to none but atruly gallant and meritori- | 1828, # Edward B. Davis, and died in Wil- 
ous soldier. Colonel Wainwright was united| mington, June 11, 1863, leaving seven chil- 
in marriage to Miss Emma M. Edwards, of} dren: James Dutton, born, Jan. 12, 1831, 7. 
Coatesville, Chester county, Pa., April 18, Eliza Jane Willey, and has four children ; Eliza 
1864, and their children are Blanche J., G.| Ann, born, March 20, 1834, mm. William EE. 
Maud, and John Drayton Wainwright. Vaughn, and died in May, 1871, in Milford ; 

oil deeb bd easier <i Matilda Adaline, born, Feb. 25, 1836, wife of 
Kenzie J. Jones, and has three children ; Peter 
Jackson Hart, proprietor of the Ponder hotel, 
Milton, born, June 7, 1838, and m., March 9, 
1865, Miss Hannah, daughter of James G. and 
Martha (Potter) Ford, of Vineland, N. J.; Al- 
fred Burton Hart, born, July 7, 1840, #. Cathe- 
rine Dickerson, and six months after his mar- 
riage met his death by an accident, June 23, 
1869. He was a man of great physical 
strength, amiable in disposition and was 
greatly lamented. The remaining children 
are Mary Elizabeth, born, April 22, 1842, wife 
of Oliver E. Greenley, and has three children 
Clement Fowler Hart, born, Dec. 17, 1844, m2. 
Sallie Davis, and Leah Ellen Hart, born Dec. 
(7, 1848, now the wife of William B. Pretty- 
man, of Willmington. They have three chil- 
dren: Burton Jackson Hart, died, July 9, 18509, 
at the age of fifty-seven, leaving to his family 
and the community the grateful recollections 
of a good and useful life. 








Wy county, was born in that éeunty, at 
~~ Sp ingfield Church, Oct. 17, 1802. His 
father, Zachariah Hart, a blacksmith 
was born in Indian River hundred in 1759. He 
was noted for his integrity. and was an indus- 
trious and respected citizen, following his 
trade till his death, in 1809, he being then 
fifty years of age. His widow, Nancy (John- 
son) Hart, died in 1819. Their children were 
Naomi, # John Godding, and died about 1860, 
leaving two children, Lizzie and Charlotte 
Gooding ; Nancy, m. Christopher Stockrider, 
and died about 1850, leaving two children, 
James and John Stockrider ; Burton Jackson, 
and Isaac. who succeeded to the trade and 
business of his father. He married Miss Rhoda 
Johnson, and died in 1853, at the age of 
forty-eight, leaving four children: Peter R., 
William, John and Eliza Ann. Zachariah Hart 
was the only childof Zachariah Hart, Sr., who 
came to Delaware from Ireland, and married Cc 
Miss Nancy Burton, of Sussex county. He) © cS fare Neck, was born, June 27, 1809. His 
was a Protestant, and by tradea vessel builder | (& * father, Peter Staats, also a farmer, was 
on the Indian River. He died about 1786, at SEO) a man of limited education, but his 
about fifty-three years of age. Burton Jackson | ‘ey native force of character gave him prom- 


ey TAATS, ISAAC, Farmer of Thorough- 







c 
pa 


* Se ob ey a a er om hee 

























































‘ 


' ‘or vhs on bevteosy nah \2nd sf er at oonl® bangs mee | 
| 6, holyntodW gi inmlssin doonie rong 
Ms me aon lonelao Siete of len orbis sidau a  *) 
530i svitos ne nodod evewle coh gh we 
iw .nodill So nowy neltzornacy at Vhslavitreg ei Me Ute oO 
: I jo Sire! gnived stidéasS si? to ven A bend a af 





‘ nf, oft al bositepte iv. 20F teh ont ele 
i tanelold of9 base bebnadzb esw doidw Oh 
Hays! ff 108) | Jo 6 JjxvoF ino wd to dmom s ors t 


Shel ja nH | Amt? owt 10) nosyi tee DIVINE it 5) 
uom jon dd 4 oF .cor ald bot Jo ieee aes soineé bsinioggs 


ih j ; 


i iM .g£6t oele poewshd to Jasmnaqed Ione 
neianine VW) seek) to Nes edd no latansO-injosqenl ina 


in novels t vad (G21 61 1WO)od bas zsapeW eivol inisns0-sbaammed 

nisms Se |-rsbaaumemeD to Nese ad , fo moivieog on b 

rn B a Ss £864 Jninal nO Ife) oss 

tO | caw oa. 4 hornannn al iaeodasqed eae 

Hoc | -3(1 sd¥ Io asbneaimoD beiosls lave if 

od + Wish ju >lblues Adiduesonod na ,srewalsd to Inornt 
; 


Melint « tud snon 6 o 











i ry ries | ? lidw tev? frtuh ti eVf lanolo. 
i “eS 7 
7 8 to ahrewod MW smd -atiM of} opek f 
a Lew } ‘y a ee AL oo ee : - 
41 thoA \.6% winds’ ts ted) ollivestso 
uJ... sfuasitt sis. aowblids vss bas. bos 
Aitginwiis WV no} ex odd] b 
- U Y - 7 
i és lat “MOCASAL AOTAUEG .TH 
3 ' i raved, amt (Tish Bort” oO Tt % 
woo dads: nt miod eaw veanuog 
; t1 230 By Me blofigni q2 
L donid e 200} madoaS vsittad ! 
2°1 | olt loot? ab berber db evil b naiberl ai n10d 
~peyt peanw bre , Qivysini - ei, 301 phe ia 
c 3 23 ‘id eniwaliot \nasis 1 Jooqest bas 
f Q9! |nedy gaisd sd .eott vl dissh oid UE 


iofT 0181 ni bosib, 


i i tvods bsib bas anibbe 3 nilol] wy ii Oss 4 
B 2” } -s | i ie iets ov ad yf nivel 





at | oie wulgojandl ww. ,\yvonseY ya 
1s@ | norbilida owl gaives 028) 300d is bs ¥ bets 
. ot | noetoal notwil ; tbinloos2 ph brs eomsl 
: ail 7 ee | : yolesoay 26a 2] I be 
‘inem oH es cdo. 2291) jhe 
22 18 to oye adh te e289 ni bsib bas , oende 
LeTy woirruermon oly bre | St wet tom wit lid > wot gnivaat , a ais »- 
Ail tvlsew bas boog 6 t0| maf datration® nA ssl bas. nelol snail 
worl jedw 22 eH idsiradagS Yo! wea me #9 2: 


be rare bre sbatglorl — 1 do 


e peenlcwra Ws 


» 
4 P ‘ 
ears 33S RES? 


; 
i 
| 
on 
5 
. . s *. 7 7 * rn) 
26 QOS), CS anv, Id es ’ woe SVL) gt 3H 





’ : , a Aes) J . 1 
Sv ,13776! & OFG .elbaie w7s't orn! “— 4 15 Kiewd, > BS 
tjucd Ror jnbe | aticil Yo Tam 2. FeAa) aN 


¢ i. ~~. ‘ i 
~merg m { IVEQ WMS lo SII svlan we P 


462 HISTORY 


inence. He died at the age of $0, in 1826. His | to maturity, 


first wife was Jane, daughter of Jacob Ryall, a 
native of Scotland. Isaac was the youngest of, 
their ten children, of whom seven grew to ma- | 
turity. In 1816 his mother died, and two years | 
later his father married Mrs. Jane, widow of! 
Robert Naudain and daughter of Dr. W. T. 
Johnson. The father of Peter Staats was Capt. 
Abraham Staats, a ‘farmer:| ‘His’ ancestor, | 
Abraham Staats, from Holland, was one of the | 
first settlers of Manhattan Island. On the in-| 
vasion of that settlement by the English, the, 
Staats removed to Staten Island,whichreceived | 
from them its name. When the Dutch con-!| 
quered the Swedish settlements on the Dela- | 
ware, they moved again to the locality now, 
known as Thoroughfare Neck, where they pur- 
chased large tracts of land of the Indians. The | 
original deeds, in the Dutch language,are still | 
in the possession of the family. The names, 
Peter and Abraham, have descended regularly 
in all their generations, each of which has pro- 
duced the same hardy, industrious, economical, 
and highly respectable race of people. Lhey, 
were Protestants and Presbyterians till the’ 
latter part of the last century, when most of! 
them became connected with the M. E. Church | 
They have been the pillars cf the Friendship | 
Church in the Neck. Mr. Staats received a, 
good common school education, and on his’ 
marriage, in 1832, went to live on the ‘Tide | 
Miil Farm,” where he resided 42 years. On| 
this farm before the Revolution, was a tide. 
grist mill in successful operation. One-half of, 
this property, consisting of 72 acres of upland 
and 62 acres of marsh, he inherited from his | 
mother. He has been very prosperous, now | 
owns over 500 acres. and has one of the best | 
stock farms in the county. His peaches also | 
_ have brought him handsome returns. Mr. Staats | 
was reared a Whig, was strongly opposed to| 
slavery, and, although his father had slaves, he | 
refused to own property in his fellow men. He} 
voted for Lincoln in 1860 and is an ardent 
Republican. He was for ten years a Trustee | 
of the Poor, has been nearly all his life a 
clerk and commissioner of the school district, | 
and has held other local offices. He joined the | 
M.E. Church, August 15, 1830. Since 1844 he 
has been a trustee, and since 1861 a steward | 
of the Friendship Church. He was married) 
March 22, 1832, to Ann, daughter of Jesse! 
VanPelt. Oftheir twelve children ten grew 
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viz.: Elizabeth, married H. H. 
Woodkeeper ; John Wesley ; Sarah Jane, mar- 
ried Charles W. Jarrell, and died in 1870; 
Isaac Ryall, a farmer, and during the war a 
sergeant for three years in the First Delaware 
Cavalry ; Mary; Emily, second wife of Charles 
W. Jarrell; James Henry, a farmer; Frances ; 
Abraham, merchantand postmaster at Taylor’s 
Bridge, and George Staats, residing at the 
home farm with his sisters Mary and Frances. 
The wife of Mr. Isaac Staats died May 5, 1873. 
March 12, 1874, he married Mrs. Catharine H., 
widow of Morris Collins and daughter of 
Samuel and Frances (Crawford) Armstrong, 
since which time he has resided on his wife's 
property, one mile south of Taylor’s Bridge. 


~ 
s 
=i) 


_She has three children by her first marriage— 


Morris Armstrong, Samuel Alexander and 
Jolin Peter Collins. Mr. Staats has fourteen 
grandchildren living. He has been through 
life a great reader, and his powers of memory 
are remarkable. He is a man of character and 
standing, well preserved in his ‘appearance, 
and prominent both in the Church and com- 
munity. 
22 ANNON, HENRY WHITE, Editor 
s A and Proprietor of the State Sentinel, at 
“\SY Dover, was born in Leipsic, Oct. 28, 
éay 1844. A sketch of his father, Wilson 
©  L.Cannon, and of the family and an- 
cestry has been given. He enjoyed the 
best educational advantages that the neigh- 
borhood afforded. At fifteen he had the 
misfortune to lose his mother, and the year 
following went to school at Fairfield, Herki- 
mer county, N. Y. After an absence of two 
years he returned, and till 1873, devoted him- 
self to farming. This was not lost time; he 
found abundant opportunity for thought, dis- 
cussion, reading and study, and finally his ri- 
pening powers demanded a different field of ex- 
ercise. Having decided to become an editor 






e/ 





, Mr. Cannon’ encountered the usual amount of 


opposition ; friends were fearful that he might 
fail, and being an ardent Republican, the op- 
posite party were especially anxious to per- 
suade him that the path of duty and success 
lay in some other direction. But he was not 
to be deterred. Settling with his family in 
Dover, he issued the first number of the State 
Sentinel, May 15,1874. This paper, the organ 
of the Republican party in his county, and the 
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first Republican newspaper ever published in 


Dover, has, from the first, advocated, fear- | 


‘daughter of Robert Frazier, 


lessly and with telling effect, the principles of 


that party. In one year it was found neces- | 


sary to enlarge it, and it continues to be a 


growing success. Mr. Cannon soon proved | 
his talent for journalism to the entire satisfac- 
tion of friends and foes; he 


them that he was aman of business and exe- | 


cutive ability. His enthusiasm in advocating 


the principles of his party makes his editorials 


lively and interesting reading for people of, 
'entered the Army at Valiey Forgeas Surgeon, 


whatever political faith ; and his future is full 
of promise, both for himself and his paper. He 
was chairman of the State Central Committee 
from 1880 to 1882. He was united in marriage 


in January,1S69,to Miss Ella,daughter of Emory | 


Green, Esq., a merchant of Philadelphia ; and 
has two children; Mary G., and Henry W. 
Cannon. 


ILKINSON, JOHN MARION, M. D., 
of Willow Grove,was born in Hillsboro, 


tay : Caroline county, Md., Oct. 4, 1850. His 





father, William Wilkinson, is engaged 

in milling in Baltimore county in that 
state, and is the owner of the Milford Mills. 
He married Mahala, daughter of Joshua Ship- 
ley of Caroline county. The family are de- 
scended from Rev. Ephraim Wilkinson who 
was sent as a missionary from England, and 
was rector of a church in Queen Anne’s county 
for many years. 
second son and fourth child in a family ot 
seven. His early instruction was under a 


private tutor, and at eighteen he entered St. | 


John’s College at Annapolis, taking a partial 
course. He commenced the study of medi- 
cine at Hillsboro, and after attending three 


courses of lectures in the University of Mary- | 


John M. Wilkinson is the} 
| residents of Smyrna. 





land, graduated with the class of 1874. He} 
settled at once at Willow Grove, where he has 


. been very successful, his large and increasing | 


practice extending over an area of ten miles. | 
Always a hard student and enthusiastically | 
devoted to his profession, he enjoys a reputa-_ 
tion not often attained. His success is the re- | 
sult of his own unaided efforts, good sense and | 


worth. Being alsoa gentleman of culture and. 
refinement his society is valued aside from his | 
professional skill; Dr. Wilkinson is a Demo-. 


\§ 


also convinced ! 


Esq., of Kent 
county. They have but. one child, Anna 
Lavinia Wilkinson. 


/ ONES, DOCTOR AND REV.JAMES, 
Ne ei, Soon in the Continental Army, was 
es born near Newark, April6, 1756. His 
arents were James and Susanna Jones. 
father of the first James and 
grand-father of Dr. Jones came from Wales, 
settling on the Welsh tract, when the first 
James was two years old. James Jones 


and experienced untold hardships and danger 
in his profession with the army until the close 
of the struggle. He was an honored member 
of the ‘‘ Order of the Cincinnati.” He settled 
in the practice of his profession at Duck Creek, 
now Smyrna, and there married Mary Creigh- 
ton,in April, 1783. Twelve children were born 
to them, of whom six died in infancy. Sarah 
married Major John Wilds; of this marriage 
was Mary, mother of A. Price Griffith, whose 
sketch is found in this volume. 
George Walker, and was the mother of Mary 
and Susan Walker. The former resides in 
Smyrna, and Susan marrried Thos. W. Eliason, 
Esq., of Chestertown, Md. Lydia was the 
wife of Maj. Elias Naudain, of whom see 
sketch ; of this marriage the only surviving 
child is Rebecca, wife of Robert H. Moor, 
Esq., of Philadelphia. Esther married Daniel 
Magear, and four children of this marriage are 
Susanna died unmarried 
and James is still living. Doctor Jones mar- 
ried his second wife, Margaret Simpson, on the 
16th of June, 1818, whom he.also_ survived. 
He, in 1792, bought a large tract of land near 
‘*Bryn Zion” Baptist meeting house. He was 
physician, farmer and Baptist minister, having 
been ordained April 8, 1789. For his minis- 
terial services he would not receive compensa- 
tion. He was equally distinguished in both 
the ministry and medicine. He was one of the 
able and excellent men of Delaware. 
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O09 ICHARDS, CHARLES’ FLEMING, 
¢ e Lawyer, of Georgetown, was born in 
mes y North West Fork hundred, Sussex 
oS Neary: June 15, 1846. His father, 
John Richards, was a farmer in inde- 


crat in politics and a firm friend of his party.’ pendent circumstances, a man of intelligence, 
He was married Oct. 4, 1876, to Miss Mary E., and much esteemed in the community. His 
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mother was the daughter of Dr, John Carey, 


in his day, a prominent physician of that | 


county, He was the youngest of a large family 
of children, and lost his father at the age ol 
seven. His mother then moved into the town 
of Bridgeville, where he was sent to the best 
schools. He received his academic education 
in New Jersey, and registered as a student-at- 
law in Georgetown, in his nineteenth year. 
After reading for two years he entered Albany 
University, N. Y., and graduated with the 
class of 1868. Admitted to the bar in Albany, 
and also in Georgetownin the fall of that year, 
he opened an office in the latter place in the 
beginning of 1869. Here he has since re- 
mained, and has a rapidly increasing and pay- 
ing practice. In the time of the war, although 
too young for service, he enlisted in the Sixth 
Delaware regiment, which was organized as 
State Guards, but was ordered to the front 
during the second invasion of Pennsylvania by 
Gen. Lee. He accompanied his regiment, and 
was mustered out with his comrades. Always 
a pronounced Republican, after his admission 
to the bar, Mr. Richards was active in politics, 
and trom 1870 to 1876 served as chairman of 
the Republican Executive Committee of Sus- 
sex county, and asa member of the State Cen- 
tral Committee. In 1872 he served asa mem- 
ber of the Republican National Convention, 
which met in Philadelphia, In 1876 he de- 
clined a re-election as chairman of the Re- 
publican Committee, and has since devoted 
his time and attention exclusively to his pro- 
fession. He is an official member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, with which he united 
in 1863, and in which he has always been very 
active and influential. He is President of the 
Sussex county Bible Society. Mr. Richards 
was married, in December, 1870, to Miss Mary 
C., daughter of Dr. John R. Sudler, of Bridge- 
ville, and has four children: Robert Haven, 
Sarah Anne, Charles Sudler and Laura Rich- 
ards. Mr. Richardsis a gentleman who com- 
mands the confidence and respect of the peo- 
ple of his county and State, not less by his 
courteous demeanor, than by his recognized 
abilities. He is an earnest and conscientious 
promoter of all measures and reforms that 
have for their object the improvement of society 
and the happiness and prosperity of the com- 
munity. His courtesy and earnest devotion to 
his profession are guarantees of success. 





HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


GRIGGS. SEWELL C., Register of Wills 
oy, for New Castle county, was born near 

J Summit Bridge, September 11, 1823. 
42) A history of his antecedents have been 
6) given in-the sketch of W. Pierson Biggs. 
Sewell Biggs obtained his education at Pen- 
nington, N. J. Conference Academy, which he 
attended forthree years. After graduating he 
adopted the occupation of teaching, which he 
continued for four years. He then began an 
agricultural life; he and his brother Benjamin 
carried on a large farm of nearly 400 acres, 
known as the Hukel farm, owned by their 
father, which was subsequently divided be- 
tween them. Sewell immediately began to 
improve his property, and by perseverance has 
made it one ofthe finest estates in the county. 
He has devoted his attention to peaches to 
some extent and has a fine orchard inbearing. 
He was largely engaged in the nursery busi. 
ness and found it very profitable, his sales 
amounting to many thousand trees annually. 
This business he has, however, discontinued, 
and his land is devoted principaily to the 
growth of grain. Mr. Biggs is also the owner 
of two large farms near Bridgeville, upon 
which there are extensive orchards of peach 
trees, amounting at one time to over 20,000 
trees. In politics he is a Democrat and has 
always been deeply interested in the success 
of his party. In 1854 he was elected to the 
State Senate for four years, and in 1872 was 
elected to the House of Representatives. He 
was made Speaker of that body in the session 
of 1873, and made one of the most popular the 
House hasever had. Mr Biggs was appointed 
Register of Wills for New Castle Co., Oct. 27, 
1874, for‘the term of five years, and was re-ap- 
pointed in 1879. In these several offices Mr. 
Biggs has performed his duties with marked 
ability. By his gentlemanly bearing, courtesy 
and kindness, he has become exceedingly pop- 


ular in his party, and throughout the State - 


wherever known; he has made hosts of friends, 
and is well fitted to fill any office to which the 
future may call him. He was reared in the 
Methodist Church, and attends Bethel Church 
at Pivot Bridge, and to its support is a liberal 
contributor. Mr. Biggs was married in May, 
1855, to Miss Caroline, daughter of Abram C. 
Beekman, of New Jersey. By this marriage 
there have been three children, Abram B., 
J. Frank, and Sewell C. Biggs, Jr. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 


eee ae ASLET, GOVERNOR JOSEPH. The | 
©Ac% Delaware Legislature furnished the mon: 
. Ly ument upon which is the following | 
Eee) inscription by the late Hon. Willard 
rai 
In Memory 
of 
JOSEPH HASLET. 
He was the son of Colonel John Haslet 
who fell at the battle of Princeton 
January 3, 1777; 
‘6a gallant officer, and gallantly seconded by the 
Delaware troops ;” 
leaving a widow who in a few days died of grief, 
and several small children. 
Joseph, the subject of this Epitaph, was reared under 
the guardianship 
of 
William Killen Chief Justice and afterward Chancellor 
of the State: 

After arriving at age he removed from Kent county 
And establisbed himself a farmer in Cedar Creek Hun- 
dred, Sussex. 

He was elected Governor of the State in 1810, 
and with credit discharged the functions of his office, 
the burden and responsibilities of which were greatly 
enhanced 
by the war of 1812. 


In 1822 he was elected Governor, the second time, 


' the only case of a second election to that office in the 


State. 
He died during his second term, 
June 23, 1823. 
AN HONORED NAME! 
gratefully remembered by the General Assembly of 
Delaware 
directing by their resolution of Feb. 21, 1861 the erection 
of 
This Monument. 


GfOX EST, CAPT. WILLIAM ARTHUR, 
¢ u a, retired Sea Captain of Lewes, was born 
ts WY in that town, January 29, 1833, being 





the eldest son cf Bailey Art and Mary | 


Ann (West) West. He attended the 


excellent schools of his native towntill he was. 
fifteen, and until he was twenty-one was an 


apprentice to learn piloting on the Delaware 


bay. He was then for several years Captain’ 


of a steamship. In 18:8 he went to China, 


and commanded the Wanderer, a fast sail-' 
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ing clipper ship, built in Baltimore, and en- 
| gaged in the opium trade, which, at that time, 
| was carried on by means of the clipper ships, 
; and those so employed carried nothing beside 
| the drug, but went heavily armed on account 
lof the pirates then infesting the waters. His 
vessel carried seven guns. He was in the 
employ of Augustine Heard & Co., of Boston, 
; and sailed all along the coast of China, from 
| Hong Kong to Pekin. In 1861 he was trans- 
|ferred to the command of the Fire Dart, a 
| steamer belonging to the same firm, engaged 
in general freighting business in Chinese waters. 
‘In 1868 the firm filed: and he entered the 
employ of Russel & Company, also of Boston, 
known as the Shanghai Steam Navigation 
Company, with whom he remained until 1877. 
They had twenty-one steamers, freight and 
passenger vessels, all large, and the captains 
were transferred from one to another at the 
will of the company. Captain West com- 
manded part of the time one of the steamers 
|on the Yangtze river, between Shanghai and 
Han Kon, a distance of 100 miles, and some- 
times carried 500 passengers, the average num- 
ber being 300. This life he greatly enjoyed, 
there being foreigners enough to afford him 
society, and he was prospered. Returning to 
America in 1876, he resided in Philadelphia 
three years, after which he removed to Lewes. 
He has always been identified withthe Demo- 
cratic party, but has never been active in 
political affairs. He was made a Mason in 
1856. When on a visit to his old home, in 
1869, he was married to Miss Margaret, daugh- 
ter of Robert West, of Lewes. She spent three 
years in China with her husband. Of their 
three children only one, Margaret Theodora, 
is now living. Captain West is a large, fine 
looking man, and highly regarded in the com- 
munity. 
<2) MITH, JOHN COLBY, Manufacturer, 
ak 2 Willow Grove, was born, in Saratoga 


parents were Abner and Amanda (Hill) 

Smith. Abner Smith, a farmer and a 
leading citizen of that county, was born, at 
Cape Cod, Mass., in 1793. His father was a 
native of the north of Ireland. He had seven 
children, two daughters and five sons. John 
-C. Smith attended the free schools of his na- 
tive state till he was sixteen, when he under- 


for County, N. Y., December 16, 1831. His 
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took the care of himself. At eighteen, in part- | strong oath to stand by the Union cause, and 
nership with another young man, he tookacon-|to do whatever might be needful for mutual! 
tract to furnish dock sticks for the Ch amplain | protection. The organization was secret, with 
Canal, and before the end of the year bought | | signs and passwords, and was really the first 
a canal boat, which they run for a time and) Union League in the country. They raised the 
sold. He was then, until twenty-one, engaged | stars and stripes and kept it floating during 
as steersman on the Erie Canal He nextwent|the war, and during what was called ‘the 
to Alabama, and was engaged on the Ala- | dark week,” it was the only Union flag flying 
bama & Tennessee railroad. He also assisted | between Perryville and Washington, with the 
in the erection of the Coosa bridge, the largest | solitary exception of the one on Fort Me- 
in the Southern States. In 1854 he returned) Henry. Forty men of that league went into 
to the North and assisted in building the Sus- | the Union army and did good service for their 
quehanha and other bridges on the P., W. & | country. Mr. Smith was made a Master Mason, 
B. railroad, and was engaged for five years in| Feb. 17, 1871, and is now Master of Felton 
hydraulic engineering for that company. HejLodge, No. 22, He was married in January, 
was next, for three years, in mercantile life at | 1850, to Miss Mary Jane Jackson, of Harford 
Aberdeen, Md. In 1862 he removed to Kent | county, Md. Only four of their eleven children 
county, Del., and was for two years in the|are now living: Leroy C., Ida A., Hattie A. 
lumber business, after which he settled in Wil- | and Harry H. Smith, 

low Grove. At that place he purchased the 
mill, and for some time devoted himself na CPR LEMENTS, EZEKIEL BULLOCK; 
preparing ship timber, and in 1869 commenced s deceased, was a farmer near Willow 
the manufacture of peach crates, and in 1876| 2.Grove. and one of the substantial and 








of peach baskets, in both which he is doing ce most exemplary men of Kent county. 


a thriving business. He made in each of the é)? He was born in 1812, the eldest son of 
years 1879 and 1880, 60,000 crates and 250,000 | Thomas and Mary (Bullock) Clements. He 
baskets. He contemplates adding the manu-jspent several years of his early manhood in 
facture of berry crates and baskets and alsoan |teaching. In 1846, when lis father retired 
establishment for the canning of fruit. He has| from active farming g, he returned to the 
a forty-horse power engine and all the latest |home farm, of date he took charge the 
improved machinery, and makes only first- remainder of his life. In politics he was a 
class work. In 1875 he added farming to his! Democrat and a strong partisan before the 
other occupations, in which, also, he has been | war, but on the breaking out of the rebellion 
successful. His crops of wheat are noted, and | he took most positive grounds for the Union. 
his blooded stock is among the best in the} He was a leading member and officer of the 
State. In 1879 he received four premiums|M. E. Church, and very devoted to his relig- 
at the Delaware State fair, on Jersey cattle |jous duties. He was a remarkable man in 
and Berkshire pigs. He is full of activity and | many respects, possessing an unusually clear 
enterprise, and is the life of the community.|and strong mind, with great conversational 
He is the postmaster at Willow Grove, and is| powers. He was an omnivorous reader, 
an earnest Republican. While a merchant in| familiar with sacred and profane history, and 
Aberdeen, in 1861, he joined a military com-|thoroughly conversant with all the current 
pany organized by Dr. George H. Hayes, of | literature of the times. He was first married 
that town, who was, secretly, a rebel. Soon/to Deborah, daughter of James and Rachel 
after, his suspicions being aroused that the| (Carter) Frazier. By her he had three chil- 
company was to be turned over to the Confed- | dren; James Thomas a farmer, Mary Ann, 
eracy, he demanded to know under what flag | died in childhood, and Rachel Catherine, wife 
they were to serve. Receiving only evasive |of Henry Clark. Mr. Clements lost his wife 
answers, the Union menshouted, *‘ The Union |in Dec. 1843, and in Aug. 1845, he married 
forever !” whereupon one-half of the men rose | Marian Lockwood of Wi low Grove. Six of 
and walked out. Mr, Smith then took a poll) their nine children are living ; Laura, wife of 
list of those who remained, eighty in number, | William Clark, brother of Henry Clark, men- 
who at once enrolled themselves under aj tioned above; David Marvel ; Leonard; Emma, 
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_and belonged to the Society of Friends. 


BIOGRAPHICAL 
wife of Ambrose Gooden; Anne Berry, and: 
Ezekiel B. Clements. The second Mrs. Clem- 


ents died in 1860, and in Jan. 1862, he married 
Anna Maria Clark, of Camden, who is still 
living. Mr. Clements died, greatly regretted, 
in 1872, 
ground on the home farm. 





and is interred in the family burial | 


DEPARTMENT. 467 


retired from business in 1840. He removed, in 
1845, to Middletown, and soon after erected 
the dwelling he now occupies, and made many 
improvements on his farm. It contains 320 
acres, but he also owns other property, in all 
nearly 800 acres. He has had at one time 
| 34.000 peach trees in bearing ; has now 25,000. 
|Mr. Willitts was formerly a Whig, an anti- 


Ga LE LES iORATIO (NELSON: | slavery man, and strong for the Union, for the 


Ay 


Farmer, near Middletown, was born 





i S r 
- in Tuckerton, Burlington county, N. | 


| preservation of which he contributed abund- 
antly of his means. He is now a Republican. 


FS; J., Dec. 15, 1809. The battle of Tra-i He isa member of the P. E. Church of Mid- 


falgar having just been fought, he) 
received his middle name in honor of the hero. 


of that engagement. His parents, Thomas 
and Mary (Willitts) Willitts, were cousins, 


father was a farmer of Tuckerton, and was 
born in that placein 1774. HoratioN. was the 
eldest of the family, 


living—- Martha, 
Porte, Indiana; Hannah, widow of Dr. Hol- 
mon; Louisa, who married Mr, 
a merchant, and James 
D., a resident of Missouri. Mr. 
litts removed to La Porte, Indiana, in 1839, 
where he died in 1846, at the age of seventy- 
two. His father, Henry Willitts, alsoa Friend, 
was born and died in Burlington county, N. J.; 
though he was in business much of his life in 
New York city, where he amassed a handsome 


fortune. 


came to America, one settling on Long Island, 
one in Burlington, and one 
Their descendants are widely scattered through 
the West ; one of them is now in Congress. 
Mr. Willitts had but few educational advan- 


His | 


which numbered | 
eight children; four besides himself are still | 
wife of Asa Ridgway, La | 


Hoimon, 
R. Willitts, M.. 
Thomas Wil-! 


He died in 1826, at the age of 96. 
The family is of English origin. Three brothers | 


in Tuckerton. | 
;one he became agent of the Delaware rail- 


tages, as he worked on the farm nine months | 


of the year; but he had, finally, the privi- 
lege of five months’ schooling in New York, 
and has beena great reader and close observer. 
At the age Ae sixteen he went to Philadel- 
phia, where he served at the trade of brick- 
laying till he was twenty-one, and worked one 
year as journeyman. He then entered into 
partnership with his brother-in-law, Allen A. 
Plearo, a builder; their plan being to buy 
land on which to build houses for sale. They 
also built many large structures in Philadel- 
phia, among them the Asylum for the Blind. 


They were very successful and Mr. Willitts | 


dletown,-in which he is also vestryman and 
warden. He was married, April 1, 1846, to 
Miss Elizabeth Noxon, daughter of Thomas 
Skee Merritt, of Middletown. They have had 
but one child-——Merritt Noxon Willitts. Mr. 
M.N. Willitts was married first to Miss Laura 
Naudain, by whom he had three children— 
Horatio Nelson, Merritt Noxon and Eugenia. 
Losing his wife in 1875, he married, in Octo- 
ber, 1879, Miss Bridgeway, of Tuckerton, N. J. 


ADT TTS 
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et i JAMES, Ex- ‘Speaker of the Senate and 
(ay Merchant of Farmington, was born on 
HA, a farm in that vicinity March 31, 1835. 
| is His father, Moses Harrington, a farmer, 
is now in his seventy-seventh year, and his 
mother, Ann Jane (Tharp), Harrington, sis- 
ter of Governor William Tharp, is in her 
seventieth year. He is their eldest son and 
third child, they having had five children. He 
attended the wiriter schools of his district until 
nineteen years of age, when he went, for one 
year, toa select school in Milfurd. At twenty- 





road at Farmington, and in Dec. 1857, en- 
gaged in mercantile business, in which he 
has since continued, Mr. Harrington was one 
of the incorporators of the First National 
bank of Milford, and since 1876 has been a 
director. He has always taken an active part 
in political affairs, and upon the resignation 
of Hon, William Sapp, a member of the State 
Senate from Kent county, he was elected to 
fill the unexpired term. In 1878 he was nom- 
inated and elected by the Democratic party 
to the same office, and on the assembling of 
the Senate. he was elected Speaker. This 
position he filled with great acceptance. He 
has a number of times been a delegate to the 
State conventions of his party, and was a 
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member of the convention which nominated 
Governor Cochran. He was married, Jan. 28 
1869, to Miss Mary E., daughter of Bethuel 
Watson of Milford, and has three surviving 
children; Jesse, William Walton, and Charles 
Harrington, Junior. 









OZ ILSON, JOHN ALEXANDER, Secd, 
my 
i ro Agricultural Implement and Phosphate 
; * House, Wilmington, was born at Elk 
oe vo Dale, Chester Co., Pa., March 23, 1834, 
CS) His father, Rev. Charles Wilson, wasa 
farmer, mill owner and preacher, who was born 
Dec. 12, 1803, was, by birthright, a member of 
the Society of Friends, joined the Methodist 
Episcopal church, in 1831, was ordained at 
twenty-eight years of age by Bishop Waugh, 
and died August 11, 1846. He was the son | 
of Isaac and Sarah (Brown) Wilson. Rev. | 
Charles Wilson’s older brother, Joseph, was a: 
well-known minister of the Society of Friends, | 
born 1785, and died in West Grove, June 15, ' 
1835. The father of the subject of this sketch, 
married Jane Carlisle, of a patriotic tamuily ot | 
Chester county. Her father, William Carlisle, 
was a revolutionary soldier, who married 
Mary, a sister of General Taylor, of revolu- 
tionary memory, and her brother, Captain 
John Carlisle, commanded the company known | 
as the Oxford Foresters in the war of 1812, 
The Carlisle’s are of the famous Scotch-Irish 
stock, of Pennsylvania. The Wilsons are of 
English ancestry, settled in Chester county, 
from the days of Penn, and were Friends. The 
living children of Rev. Charles and Jane Wil- 
son, now in her eighty-fourth year (1832), are 
Isaac H., a farmer of Chester county; Mary 
E. is the wife of Rev. J. Dyson, of the M. 
E. Church; Joseph S., commercial agent) 
of Indiana; Sarah Jane, wife of Dr. John | 
F. Rose, of Oxford, Pa., and the subject of 
our sketch, John A. Wilson. The second son 
of this family, William C., died in 1865, at the 
age of thirty-seven. He was an honor to his 
native State, and the writer of this notice saw 
him rise from his boyhood to manhood, from 
the preparatory academic form until his gradu- 
ation with highest honor at Dickinson Col- 
lege; then saw him for years occupying suc- 
cessive chairsinseveral departments as Profes- | 
sorin his Adma Mater, and lost one of his truest | 
and noblest friends when Prof. Wilson died. 
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London Academy,Pa., and engaged in farming 
for two years, at the homestead, after reaching 
his majority; then gratifed an ardent desire 
in traveling overthe Western States, and liv- 
ingon the frontier, and after two years re- 
turned, and took the mill and farm at the old 


‘homestead, continuing in that business until 
-1866, when he began the coal business in Phila- 


delphia, with Colonel W. L. Foulk; he soon 
bought out his partner and continued the 
business until in 1867 he removed tothe city 
of Wilmington and commenced his present 
business. - See industrial department of this 
Vol. Mr. Wilson is a gentleman of great 


-energy and thorough business qnalifications, 
-and enjoys the confidence and esteem of the 
community. He is genial as a companion, and 


eminently trustworthy asa friend. In politics 
he is a Republican. He was united in mar- 
riage Jan., 21, 1864, to Miss Anna M., daugh- 


iter of James and Rhoda (Morrison) Conner,of 


Wilmington, See sketch of James Conner in 
There has been one child of this 


: We SAME CANES 3 ie os 2 4 
Wlarriage, James Conner Wilson, now CiS820 


|in his eighteenth year. 


oO LARK, MAJOR GEORGE, son of John 
and Mary (Adams) Clark, was born in 
Red Lion. hundred, Sept. 6th, 1767. 
ete His father, John Clark, bore a conspic- 

@° uous part in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and died in 1791, of injuries received in 


if 





'the battle of Cooch’s Bridge. His grandfather, 


also named John Clark, son of a seafaring man 
of English birth, came to Delaware from the 
New York colony, as early as the year 1732. 
In 1733 he married Mrs. Mary Hadley, a young 
widow, and the possessor of a valuable farm in 
Red Lion hundred. This landed estate, the 
old Hadley homestead, has regularly de- 
scended in the family for nearly two cen- 
turies, and is now, 1880, occupied by Mr. 


| James H.Clark, the great, great-grandson of 
the first John Clark. Asurvey by Thomas Pier- 


son, in 1704, still preserved in the family, 
points out its boundaries with great precision. 
A large number of deeds, surveys, patents, 
etc., have been handed down, and with them 
a Bible of the Oxford edition, printed in 1727, 
containing a complete record of the Clark 
family, now one of the most wide-spread in the 


| State, in which it has always been influential 


John A. Wilson was educated at the New |and wealthy. Possessing unusual force of 
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mind and character, the young George Clark! took possession on coming of age, and spent 


made utmost use of his limited school advan- | his life there. 


tages, and grew up to take a very prominent 
part among the men of his times. His popu- 
larity and influence were very great. He filled 
many local offices, and was many years a 
member of the Legislature, being speaker of 
the House in 1823. He was, in politics, a Jef- 
fersonian Democrat, and under the administra- 
tion of Madison, was made by the Goveinor, 
in 1812, Major of the First Battalion of Dela- 
ware militia. Major Clark was a man of great 
energy and industry, and although of large 
hospitality left a comfortable patrimony to his 
descendants. He enjoyed the highest respect 
and unlimited confidence of all who knew him. 


From early life he was an ardent supporter, 


and later,a member of the Presbyterian church. 
He was married first, in 1793, to Miss Rebecca 
Curtis, by whom he had four children. By 
his second wife, Esther Bryan, to whom he 
was married in 1805, he had five children 
A sketch of his son, John C. Clark, has 
been given. Major George Clark departed 
this life, full of years and honors, Dec. 5, 1838. 
An eloquent obituary notice was written by 
William P.- Bronson, Esq., of Wilmington, 
from which we make a brief extract, ‘Few 
men have lived more respected or more de 
serving of the esteem of his contemporaries 
than George Clark. His course was one of 
kindness, justice, moral rectitude and christian 
duty. Anexemplary husband, parent, mas- 


-ter and neighbor, he regarded good morals, 


love of order, and reverence for the laws and 
institutions of the country, as essential to the 
character of a good citizen, and in no instance 
did he deviate from_ the standard he had set 
up for others. He lived and died in the house 
in which he was born, surrounded by kindred 
and friends who loved and honored him in life 
and greatly mourned him in death.” 


UST, HON. CATESBY FLEET, Far- 
mer and Commission Merchant, was 


4% burn,” near Seaford, Nov. 22, 1819. 
His father, John Rust, a cousin of Gen. 
Rust, well known in Baltimore, was a promi- 
nent land owner, and was born in Westmore- 
land county, Va., Feb. 27, 1773, the only son 
of John and Jane Rust. The elder John had 





1 


| deceased. 





i Goochland A Arinber 





In 1797 he married Saliy Jack- 
son, who died, Sept. 17, 1805 ; their two chil- 
dren, Mary J. and Peter Newton are both 
Dec. 12, 1809, he married Priscilla, 
widow of Daniel Laws, and daughter of Capt. 
John and Sarah Collins, and sister of Gov. 
Thomas Collins. Her father was an officerin the 
Delaware line in the Revolution. She was a 
lady of refinement and culture, and highly re- 
garded in the P. M. Church. Mr. Rust died 
Dec. 26, 1826, at the age of 54, and his wife 
Oct. 6, 1847. Besides their two eldest children 
who died in childhood, they had five; John, 
now a large land owner in Westmorcland 
county, Va.; Luther Collins, who became a 
merchant in IJllinois, where he died, Feb. 
14, 1873; Catesby F ; David Hazzard, who 
died in Virginia in March, 1871, and Sarah 
Jane, who married Rev. William T. Wright, 
of Maryland. He died, May 8, 1862. The 
younger John Rust, had two sisters, one of 
whom married Major George Gresham, from 

Sochiand tounty, Vas ancoficer im the revo+ 
lution,and a man of remarably fine personal 
appearance. His wife was talented and highly 
cultivated, and was much sought in society in 
Washington and other places. Both the fam- 
ilies of Rust and Gresham were of very an- 
cient origin, dating as far back as the Crusades, 
and were among the early settlers of Virginia. 
The Rust coat of arms had upon it a large 
grasshopper, beneath which was a cross and 
crescent and bars and-stripes. Catesby F. 
Rust attended the schools and academy of 
Seaford and that at Brookville, Md., till he 
was nineteen, and was then a clerk for.three 
years in Laurel and Seaford, After this, he 
was a merchant for seven years in Laurel, and 
from 1847 was master for three years of a ves- 
sel trading between Baltimore and Newfound- 
land. In 1850, he purchased a farm near Can- 
non’s Ferry to which he gave his attention till 
1856, when he removed to Danville, Ill.,where 
he was a merchant for three years. Return- 
ing on account of his wife’s health, he pur- 
chased ‘‘Happy Home,” a farm of 230 acres, 
on which he has resided since 1861. The land 
was very poor, but principally by stock raising 
he has brought it up to a high state of cultiva- 
tion, devoting it mainly to grain and stock, 
but has about 2000 peach trees,200 apple trees, 


bought land in Delaware, of which his son | some pears, and about four acres in blackber- 
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ries. The family residence was rebuilt in 1861, 
and again in 1878. Mr. Rust has long ranked 
among the first agriculturists in that part of 
the state. In 1869, being urged by the fruit- 
growers of his section to take charge of their 


DELAWARE. 


extensive purchaser and shipper of grain, 
lumber, staves, coal, lime, fertilizers and pro- 
duce generally, which he shipped in his own 
vessels to the principal northern ports. Odessa 
was for many yearsa leading grain port fora 


fruit in New York, he became a fruit commis- | large section of Delaware and Maryland, and 


sion merchant in that city each year during 
the season; a business which he still continues 
with success. He was brought up an old line 
Whig, and voted that ticket till 1854. when 
he joined the Democratic party. 
many years been active in public matters, and 
in 1878 was elected to the State Senate for 
four years. In1881 he was elected Presi- 
dent of the Senate. He is a man of fine ap- 
pearance, tall and large, and filled the position 
with honor and ability, having proved fully 
equal to its requirements as an impartial and 
popular presiding officer. He was married, 
Oct... 26, 1840, to. Ann. Eliza, daughter) of 
Charles J. and Jane Palmer, of Long Island. 
Mrs. Palmer married, after the death of her 
husband, judge William Se COOP etn: afterw ards 
governor of Delaware. 
ber, 1862, Mr. and Mrs. Rust have had ee 
sons; Charles Palmer, who married Sallie, 
daughter of William Ross, of Sussex county ; 
Luther David, a young man of lovely charac- 
ter. and great promise, who died Aug, 21, 


1866, in his twenty-third year, and William | 
Cooper Rust, a farmer near Bridgeville, who | 


married, first, Elvira, daughter of Captain Z. 


Z. Fountain, of Seaford, and in 1875, after her | 


death, Gertrude, daughter of Catherine and 
Nathaniel Jacobs, of Sussex. 


@ a ATKINS, COLUMBUS, Merchant of 
‘& Odessa, was born near Middletown, 


Gassaway Watkins, has been given 
He received a good English educa- 
tion in the best schools of his neighborhood, 








Mr. Watkins was one of the most extensive 
grain dealers of the town. He owned several 
vessels which were kept constantly employed. 
In 1878 he built the ‘‘Clio,” a passenger and 


He had for | freight Ericsson steamer, of 117 tons burden, 


| Which plies between Odessa and Philadelphia, 
'and has proved a great advantage to the busi- 





and his mother, a lady of superior culture and 
character, herself advanced him to the higher 


branches. In April, 1846, he entered, as clerk, 
the store of Polk & Beaston, in Odessa, re- 
maining until his majority, when he went into 
partnership with Mr. Beaston. This continued 
pleasantly and successfully till 1865, when Mr. 
Watkins purchased the interest ot his partner, 
and has since continued the business in his 


own name. In addition to the usual business of | 


a country store, he has from the first been an 


* Sept. 17, 1829. A sketch of his father, | 


ness interests of the place. Since 1876 he has 
been a director of the Odessa National Bank. 
He is a leading business man of the town, and 
a man of unquestioned integrity. In politics 
he is a Democrat. Though not a member he 
is an attendant and supporter of the Presby- 
terian church, of which he is a trustee. He 
was married, May 29, 1855, to Miss Frances B., 
davghter of John Whitby, a leading merchant . 
of Odessa, and has four children, Lydia Peter- 


sFa AE atalino ey T Foard, 


Wire Os avica 


dealer at Chestertown, Md., Beak Blackistont 
Columbus Watkins, Junior, and John Whitby 
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<= USSELL, REV. ANDREW KERR 
x Dea formerly Pastor of the Presbyterian 
& & Churches at the Head of Christiana and 
sz at White Clay Creek, was born in 1780. 
His father, Andrew Russell, came to 
New Castle from Ireland before the year 1768, 
and in 1769 removed to Warrior's Run, North- 
umberland County, Pa., where he bought and 
cleared land and made improvements. About 
1772 he revisited Newark and married Isabella, 
daughter of Andrew Kerr. After returning to 





‘his farm, the Revolutionary war broke out, 
and about 1777 he, with his family and neigh- 


on his return, all his buildings burned. 


bors, were all driven off by the Indians, first to 
Fort Augusta, near Sunbury, then to Chester 
Co:, until peace was made in 1783. He found, 
He was 
a member of the Presbyterian Church there 
from its organization until his death, in March, 
1810. Andrew K. was his fourth son, born 
during the exile from home. He was prepared 
for college at a classical academy, kept by his 
pastor, Mr. Bryson, and, after teaching awhile, 
entered Dickinson College, from which he 
graduated in October, 1806, obtaining the first 
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honor and delivering the valedictory. He 


pursued his theological studies at Washington, 


Pa., and taught in the college in that place, in 
which he was soon made professor of lan- 
guages. April 19, 1810, 
preach by the Presbytery of Ohio, and March | 

O, 1811, the two congregations of the Head | 
of Christiana and White Clay Creek made! 
out a call for -his services, promising a salary | 
of $550, which he accepted. He was received, 
as a licentiate by the Presbytery of New 
Castle, September 24, 1811, and was ordained 
and installed April 8, 1812. Also, he was’ 
chosen, October 11, 181f, rector of Newark: 
Academy. All these three-fold duties he; 2 
discharged for many years with wonderful) ¢ 
efficiency and success. The membership of the! © 
two churches under his care had nearly quad- oe 
rupled at the time ofhis death. His preaching 
was earnestand eloquent and greatly admired, 
and he excelled in pastoral work and in gain- 
ing the affections of his people. Tall and erect 
and finely proportioned, he was unusually at- | 
tractive in person, while his gentai disposition, 
his polished and instructive conversation, his 
christian courtesy,and liberal hospitality, made 
his home a favorite resort and the centre of. 
an intelligent and refined circle. He was a| 
man of strong convictions, with courage to ex- 
press and maintain them, and both as a pastor 
and a teacher, exercised great influence. \His 
school was well patronized and sent forth hun- 
dreds of pupils, many of whom became distin- 
guished in civil, commercial and professional | 
life. Heresigned the care of the Academy, | 
May 8, 1834. In addition to all these labors, ; 
he performed, towards the latter part of his’ 
life, a very prominent part in laying the foun- | 
dation of what is now the First Presbyterian 
Church, of Newark ; commencing to preach on 
Sabbath evenings in the Academy, and some. 
times in his own house ; and in 1835 a small 
and plain meeting-house was erected, towards 
which he contributed largely of his own means. 
Mr. Russell was first married, in 1813, to Miss 
Catherine, daughter of Col. William Whitely, 
of Caroline county, Md. She died the follow- 
ing year at the age of twenty. His second 
wife, to whom he was united in 1815, was Ann, 
and Mary (McBeth) 
Whitely, both of Dorchester county, Md. This 


he was licensed to 


er) . are 4 Se eee wy Se: a | 
j College ill LOUY, LC Biduuartcu 2a. as. i 
_and in 1873 received the honorary degree of 


| fraternity. 
on some of the county committees, anda dele- 





lady was greatly esteemed and beloved by the 
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Winning in manner. She survived her husband 
many years, and died, Dec. 25, 1874, in her 
three ot her children 
survive, and are now living in Newark : Arthur 
and William,both unmarried,and Louisa,widow 
of the Rev. Dr. Hugh Hamill, now residing 
in the old mansion, recently enlarged and 
adorned. The vigorous health of Mr. Russell 
began to fail under his long continued and ar- 
duous services ; he became an invalid in 1837, 


seventy-seventh year. 


and Feb 6, 1839, passed to his reward, and was 


laid to rest in the old church-yard at the Head 
of the Christiana. 
2 ANNON, HENRY PURVIS, A. M., 
Cf Merchant of Bridgeville, was born in 
wy that town, Feb. 27, 1847. His parents 
ae were Governor William and Margaret 
© <A., (Laws) Cannon. He rceived the 
ee advantages which the schools of his native 
town offorded, and was there prepared for col- 
lege, with the exception of three months 
study in Carlisle, Pa. Entering Dickinson 
R in 1Qrn 


ts auyryy 


Master of Arts. He returned to Bridgeville 
on leaving college and in 1874 went into part- 
nership with his brother Philip L. under the 
firm name of H. P. and P. L. Cannon. Besides 
their agricultural and fruit interests, which 
were very large, they bought and sold wood, 
lumber, railroad ties and piling. In the au- 
tumn of 1875 they opened a store in which 
they keep a general stock of merchandize, 
dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes, etc. To this 
must be added their extensive operations in 
real estate, generally retaining and improving 
the lands before selling again. No other 
firm in that locality compares with themin the 
amount and variety of business transacted. 
The brothers own, individually and in part- 
nership, about 2,000 acres of land, a large pro- 
portion of it highly improved, and the balance 
of it covered with timber. Mr. Cannon is one 
of the leading members of the M. FE. Church, 
with which he united in 1863, and has for 
ten years been a class leader and trustee. 
He is a member of the Phi Kappa Sigma 
He is a Republican, and has been 


of county and 
He was 


gate to party conventions 
State, but is not active in politics. 


community. She was lovely in person, and | married, January 4, 1872, to Miss Annie Dale, 


pe 
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daughter of W. W. Dale, M. D., of Carlisle, | 
Pa., and has two children—Sallie Dale and 
Harry Laws Cannon. 


5) EAD, GEORGE, one of the signers of 
ai S the Declaration of Independence, for: 
ey Delaware, was born in Cecil county, | 
ne Md. Sept.18.1.1733.. lis, father, John 

Read, was the son of a wealthy citizen 
of Dublin, and having emigrated to America, | 
settled in Cecil county, where he became a/ 
respectable planter. Soon after the birth of | 
his eldest son, George, he removed to the) 
Province of Delaware, and established himself. 
on the head-waters of the Christiana river. | 
After a thorough classical education, George 
Read read law in the office of the eminent | 
John Moland, of Philadelphia, and was admit- | 
ted to the bar in 1753. At that time under 
the colonial law the eldest son was entitled to 
a double portion of his father’s estate, but the | 
first act of Mr. Read, after his admission to| 
the bar, was to relinquish bv deed, all claim! 
on his father’s estate, assigning as a reason | 
that he had received his full share in the ex- 
penses incurred in his education. By his stu- 
dious habits, high character and good judg- 
ment, he soon took rank in his profession, and, | 
in 1762, succeeded John Ross as Attorney 
General under the crown for the three lower 
counties. That year he was married to Ger- 
trude, daughter of Rev. George Ross. In 1765 
he was elected to the General Assembly of | 
Delaware, which position he held for the suc- 
ceeding twelve years. His distinguished ser- 
vices in the cause of American Independence, 
as a member of Congress, and afterwards in 
behalf of the union of the states, is a part of 
the history of the State and of the country, 
and will be found in the historical portion of 
this work. At the close of the war, Dec. 1782, 
he was appointed by Congress one of the 
Judges of the Court of Appeals in Admiralty 
cases. In 1787 he was a member of the Con- 
vention that framed the Constitution of the 
United States,and immediately after its adop- 
tion was elected U. S. Senator. In 1793 he 
resigned, to accept the position of Chief Jus- 
tice of the Superior Court of Delaware, which 
he held till the autumn of 1798,when his long life 
of public usefulness was terminated by a short 
illness. His name will be revered by many 
generations. 
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f22 ANNON, RICHARD WHITE, Mer- 


Wa tid 





His father, Josiah 


ao 
ass Cannon, some years before, when en- 
© gaged in farming, not having received 


the advantages of an education in his youth, 
attended aschool in the village one winter with 
his elder children, and there learned to read, 
write and cipher. and afterwards became the 
leading merchant ofthe place. He died when 
his son Richard W. was only two years old. 
The latter.received a good English education 
in the schools of Bridgeville, and fora few 
months in 1860 attended Taylor's Academy in 
Wilmington. From 1858 to 1864, he was a 


| clerk in the store of his brother William, after- 


ward Governor Cannon. In November, 1864, 
having borrowed €¢1000, he started a store of 
his own, and was succeeding finely, when in 
only two months everything he had was de- 
stroyed by fire, and there was but a small in- 
surance. Without yielding to a moment's 
discouragement he proceeded to Philadelphia, 
told the merchant the circumstances, paid up 
his bills, and purchased a new stock on credit. 
Ina week he was doing business again as 
prosperously asbefore. In June, 1865, he took 
into partnership, Mr. E. W. Layton, the firm 
bearing the name of Cannon & Layton, and 
continuing prosperously, till March, 1870,when 
Mr. Cannon sold out his interest. He then 
opened a drug and hardware store, becoming 
the pioneer druggist of the town, and was the 
first to keep a general and full assortment of 
hardware in Bridgeville. He has been well 
rewarded ina good trade and a prosperous ca- 
reer, but in November, 1872, had the misfor- 
tune to again lose about two-thirds of his 
stock by fire. This time he received about 
$2000 insurance. He has since added books 
and stationery to his stock. Mr. Cannon is 
highly popular and is one of the first and mast 
useful citizens of the place. In 1871, he had 
the bill drawn and succeeded in securing its 
passage through the Legislature, incorporat- 
ing the town, and was its first treasurer. This 
office he has held three terms of one year each. 
He was one of the originators and was Jargely 
influential in making successful the Bridgeville 
Cemetery Co., which was organized in January, 
1875, and incorporated in 1878. He has been 
its only treasurer and superintendent, and it 
has been a financial success. He was also one 





eT LC a Te Ce EA 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


of the originators of the Bridgeville Library ' 
Association, and is chairman of the Book 
Committee. He was brought up a Democrat, | 
and was friendly to Douglas in 1860, but on) 
the breaking out of the war he took decided | 
grounds for the Union, and has since acted | 
with the Republican party. He was made a'! 


* member of the Union Lodge of Free and Ac- | 


cepted Masons, in 1867, and has ‘filled the 
chair of Senior Warden of Hiram Lodge, Sea- 
ford, with which he is now connected. He, 
united, in 1876, with the M. E. Church, of 
which he is a trustee, and has just resigned the 
office of superintendent of the Sunday school, 
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from the management’ of the Transcript, in 
November, 1877. Under the firm name of 
S. M. Reynolds & Company, they carried ona 
prosperous business, and in November, 1878, 
purchased the stock and business of Thomas 
O. Culbreth, of Dover, of which Mr. Edward 
Reynolds took charge, under the title of E. 
Reynolds & Co., and removed to that town, 
Mr. S. M. Reynolds continuing the care of the 
Middletown store. The business of the firm 
in both towns is ina flourishing condition, the 
enterprise, ability and popularity cf both 
brothers insuring their continued success. Mr. 
Reynolds is a member of the Democratic 


which he held, with great acceptance, for three |party but has never been active in political 


years. Since 1878 he has been vice-president 
of the Sussex County Bible society. He was 
married January 19, 1862, to Miss Annie M., 
daughter of Asa Duwson, formerly of Fred- 
erica, now of Bridgeville. They have four chil- 





dren—Charles Walton, Bessie B., Estella Daw- 
son and Richard Oliver Cannon. 





~ EYNOLDS, EDWARD, Merchant of 
is > Dover, was born on his father’s farm, 
a ae near Newark, Aug. 10,1840. His pa- 
\ he) rents were John A.and Mary G.(Moore) 
Se Revnolds. He attended the public 
schools of his vicinity till the age of eleven, 
when he spent four yearsin the Newark Acad- 
emy. Hethenentered the Delaware college 
graduating in 1859, and received the degree of 
A.M. from the same institution in 1872. After 
leaving college he taught for two years in 
Delaware, and in the Plainfield academy, near 
Carlisle, Pa. He then spent a year in travel- 
ling in the northwestern states, Canada and 
Europe, and also visited the West Indies. In 
1864, he became a partner with his father and 
brother in the general mercantile business, in 
Middletown, the firm assuming the name of 
John A. Reynolds & Sons. Mr. John A. Rey- 
nolds retired in 1868, and in January, 1872, 
Mr. Edward Reynolds also retired, leaving the 
business in the hands of Mr. S. M. Reynolds. 
In July of that year. he purchased the Mid- 
dletown Transcript, of which he assumed the 
duties of editor, and made it one of the best 
weekly journals of the Peninsula, proving an 
able and successful journalist. He was, how- 
ever, induced to join his brother again in mer- 
cantile business in Middletown, and retired 


60 


affairs. He has been a member of the Presby- 
terian church since the spring of 1868. He 
was for three yearsa trustee of the Forest 
Presbyterian church, in which, in the spring of 
1878, he was ordained an elder. He was mar- 
ried, June 1, 1871,to Miss Mary Jemima, daugh- 
ter of Dr. James and Elizabeth (Blackiston) 
Naudain, of Middletown. They have had 
three children. two of whom survive, Edith 
Mary and Anna Louisa Reynolds. 


ei IDGELY, DR.CHAS.GREENBERRY, 
(5 ay born near Salem, N.J., January 26, 1738, 
ra y was the eldest son of Nicholas Ridgely 
EC and Mary, his third wife, daughter of 
coe Hugh Middleton, of that place, 
and widow of Captain Benjamin Vining. They 
were then residing on an estate belonging to 
Mrs. Ridgely, but in a year or tworeturned to 
the vicinity of Dover, bringing with them also 
the son and daughter of Mrs. Ridgely by her 
first marriage. Being in affluent circumstances, 
no pains or expense was spared in providing 
these children with the best instructors of the 
day. Charles G. Ridgely completed his liter- 
ary course in the Academy of Philadelphia, 
which had been recently fonnded under the 
auspices of Dr. Franklin, and in 1755 was con- 
stituted a college, In 1754 he entered upon 
the study of medicine in that city. All his 
studies were pursued with the diligence and 
ardor that characterized his nature. In 1758 
he commenced the practice of his profession in 
Dover, where he resided the remainder of his 
life. and where he enjoyed the highest medical 
reputation, and in important cases was con- 
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States) MElet.married June 11-1761, 


Mary, | 


daughter of Mary and Abraham Wynkoop, of: 


Sussex, a lady of great loveliness of personand 
character. 


She died November 23, 1772, aged | 


only twenty-seven years, leaving several sons. | 
‘in her maternal line, a lineal descendant ofthe 
daughter of William and Williamina Moore, 


unet2, e77ae (DeRidgely “married: Ainn, 
ofp Mocrey’ Hall; Chester’: County; Pa." Her 
father was a man of standing and influence 


and noted in the history of that state. She 


was a lady of superior mind and attainments | 


and most agreeable, charming manners. She 


6 | 
survived her husband many years and brought | 


up her children with most judicious care and 
tenderness. Dr. Ridgely was eminently amiable 
and exemplary in all the relations of domestic 
life, and his intercourse with his professional 
brethren was marked with the most delicate 
honor and magnanimity. Perhaps no other 
physician in Delaware ever trained so large a 
number of respectable medical practitioners. 
Such was his learning, talents and popularity, 
that he was constantly called uponto All some 
important office, andas a judge, legislator, or 
in literature, he was scarcely less distinguished 
than in his profession. He was elected a mem- 
ber of the Legislature in 1765, and continued 
to be annually re-elected with very few inter- 
vals till the close of his life. Several years 
before the Revolution he was the presiding 
judge in Kent County in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas andinthe Court of Quarter Sessions, 
which two Courts were then held by the same 
judge. He was a member of the convention 
which formed the Constitution of Delaware in 
1776, and when the new government was set 
in operation he was again called to the bench. 
The most perfect candor and honesty marked 
all his proceedings, and the innate politeness 
and benevolence of his character were always 
conspicuous. A rigid economist of time, he 
made himself familiar with every department 
of literature, both ancient and modern, and in 
his profession continued earnestly to read and 
study up to the time of his last sickness. He 
was a firm believer in revelation and was much 
attached to the Episcopal Church, of which he 
was a member. He died November 25, 
1785, in the forty-eighth year of his age, having 
filled up at his premature removal a measure 
of usefulness and excellence attained by few 
in the longest life. 





|language and his conduct 


DELAWARE. 


GRIDGELY, NICHOLAS, a distinguished 
ALY lawyer, and late Chancellor of Delaware, 
ay was the eldest son of Dr. Charles G. and 
(©) Mary Ridgely. He was born at Dover, 
“ap September 30, 1762. His mother was, 
Dyer family, famous in New England for their 
religious zeal and misfortunes. He had the 
advantage of a highly liberal and classical 
education, which he most diligently improved. 
Close application and great industry were the 
habits of his life. His legal studies he com- 
pleted under Robert Goldsborough, of Cam- 
bridge, Md., and early assumed a high stand- 
ing in the profession. After realizing all that 
he could have anticipated as a private lawyer, 


ihe was, in!79!t, appointed Attorney-General of 


the State, and filled that office with great 
honor for ten years. He was, also, elected a 
delegate to the Convention which framed the 
Constitution of 1792. Though perhaps the 
youngest man in that body, he was among its 
most efficient members. Elected in 17092, 
under the new Constitution, a Representative 
to the General Assembly of the State, his legal 
talents and superior intellect were mainly relied 
upon to perfect the system of Delaware laws in 
accordance with the genius of the new gov- 
ernment. Most of the laws passed during the 
session of 1793 were framed and drawn by 
Mr. Ridgely, and were generally adopted 
without amendment. He was afterward, re- 
peatedly,a member of the Legislature. In 
1801 he was appointed Chancellor of the State 
to succeed Hon. William Killen, who had re- 
signed. At that time the Chancellor was also 
sole Judge of the Orphans’ Court. The im- 
mense power thus placed in his hands, Mr. 
Ridgely always exercised for the ends of jus- 
tice, and for the protection of the innocent 
and oppressed. He always pursued without 
fear, favor or affection, that line of conduct 
which the law and equity of the case pointed 
out, and however others might differ from him 
in opinion, no one ever doubted the honesty of 
his intentions. The rules of court, forms of 
practice, and general principles adopted by 
Mr. Ridgely,still continue in use. He possessed 
a most remarkable countenance, a penetrating 
eye, and his voice was strong and clear. His 
was at all times 
becoming to the dignity of his high station. 
Stern towards the wrong doers, he was kind to 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


the repentant, and ever ready to assist the 

needy. He was an active member of nA ne = E. 
Church for many years, and aconsistent Chris- 
tian. He married May 20, 1806, Mary Burton, 
who survived him many years. They had no 
children. He died suddenly of an affection of 
the heart, April 1, 1830, and was followed to 
the grave by the largest concourse ever known 


to attend on such an occasion in the county of 
Kent. 
aa ARRINGTON, CAPT. WILLIAM 
io: TORBERT, Farmer, was born in the 
house where he now resides, in Indian 
May 20, 1828. His 





a3 
oy River hundred, 
as father, James Reed Warrington,owned 
five large farms, 
himself, and a few slaves, which he treated 


all of which he cultivated 


well. He was a prominent Whig, and bore an 
honorable part in the war of 1812; his widow, 
receiving a bounty of 160 acres of land. He 
died, March 22, 1846, in his 66th year. He mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of James Smith. Four of. 
his seven children survived him—Benjamin 
and James Derrickson, farmers ; Sophia Smith, 
widow of Thomas Hinds, of Maryland ; and 
Captain William T. Warrington. The father 
of James T. was Joseph Warrington, a promi- 
nent farmer, who died about 1829, aged 73. 
years. His first wife was Mary, daughter of 
James Reed, who was a son of John Reed, a 
native of Scotland. They were intelligent, 
educated men and Presbyterians, as many of 
their descendants still are. Joseph Warring- 
ton was the father of twenty children, seven 
by his first wife, of whom James Reed was the 
eldest, and by his second wife, Ann Jefferson, 
he had thirteen, of whom ten grew to maturity. 
The father of Joseph Warrington was Joseph, | 
Sr., a merchant and farmer, who came from 
Virginia when a young man, and at one time 
was quite wealthy, his lands extending five 
miles north and south and three miles east and 
west. The farm on which the subject of this 
sketch resides, was a part of the original es- 
tate. He lost much of his property by secu- 
rity debts, and had 100 head of cattle drowned 
by a storm on the beach. He was liberal and. 
and popular, and died in 1785, at about sixty 
years of age, leaving five children. Capt. W. 
T. Warrington had but nine months’ schooling 
and is a self-taught and self-made man. His 
brothers having left home and his father being , 


DEPARTMENT. 475 


¢ 


an invalid, the care of two farms devolved on 
him at an early age. In 1856 his father died, 
and the home farm fell to his share, encum- 
bered with the widow’s dower. It consisted 
of 260 acres, to which he has added 70 acres, 
and also owns another tract of 103 acres. He 
Was a pioneer fruit-grower of his locality, and 
now has 3,400 peach trees, besides applies, 
pears and small fruits, all of which have been 
profitable. The rest of his lands are devoted 
to grain and sugar cane. He also manufac- 
tures sorghum in considerable quantites. In 
early life Capt. Warrington was a Whig. and 
since 1860, has been an earnest Republican. 
In Oct., 1862, he raisedand commanded Com- 
pany C, Sixth Delaware Regiment, during its 
term of service. In Aug., 1864, he raised and 
commanded Company A, Ninth Delaware 
Volunteers, expecting and desiring to go to 
the front, but was a second time sent to guard 
prisoners at Fort Delaware, He was a popu- 
lar officer and good disciplinarian. He is pub- 
lic spirited, has often been a delegate to party 
conventions, and several times nominated jor 
office, but his party was inthe minority. He 
joined the M. E. Church in 1847, and was 
many years Circuit steward, chairman of the 
board of trustees, Sabbath school superin- 
tendent and a licensed exhorter. He isa 
leading and respected citizen of that part of 
the State. He married, March 16, 1846, Rhoda 


Ann, daughter of James and Ellen Martin. 


Eight of their ten children are living : James 
Edward, a farmer of Cool Spring ; William 


Alford, merchant at Rodney; John Shep- 


herd, a blacksmith; Ella, George Benjamin, 
Frederick Thaddeus, Clement Frame and 
Horace Andrew Warrington. 





Vf0% ALDEMAN, JOHN MARTIN, Pro- 
; Mi 4 prietor of the Steam Saw Mill, at Fel- 
’ ton, was the third son of John H. and 
‘Ox i) Magdalen (Hecker) Waldeman, of 
"ae Wirtenberg, Germany, in which place 

he was born, Oct. 18, 1830. He attended the 
excellent schools of his native city till he was 
fourteen, and acquireda good education. He 
then assisted his father in his linen factory 
and on the farm. In April, 1849, he came to 
New York, and from thence to Delaware. The 
first year he spent with a farmer, his main ob- 
ject being to acquire facility in the language, 
and then went into the sawing business, run- 
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’ sioner and School Commissioner. 
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ning a mill in Leipsic, for about eight years. ' 
He next had charge of a mill at Toughkenna- 
mon, Chester county, Pa., for the eight years 
following, when, in 1870, he returned to Dela- 
ware, and run the Pennypacker mill, in Felton, 
which was burned in 1871, and he purchased 
the property. The following year he erected | 
his large and fine mill, which soon became so 
well-known to all dealers in ship timber and. 
building frames, and an account of which will | 
be found in the Industrial department. In 
politics, Mr. Waldemanis a Democrat. He | 
has, several times, served faithfully the com- 
munity in which he lives as Town Commis- 
He joined | 
the Odd Fellows in 1852, and has taken all the 
degrees. In 1874 he joined the Knights of | 
Pythias, has occupied allkthe chairs in that 
order, and is a member of the Grand Lodge. | 
Since 1874 he has been an active member of | 
of the M. E. church, and is superintendent of | 
the Sunday school. He is one of the most en- 
citizens of 
Felton. Hewas married at Leipsic, May 14, 
1854, to Miss Susan, daughter of William Par- 
vis, of Kent county. They have five children: 
William P. and George W., who assist in the 
management of the business ; Lydia B., Flor- 
ence and Marianna. 





© LAYTON, HON. THOMAS, son of Dr: 
Joshua Clayton, a surgeon in the Con- 
tinental army, afterwards Governor of 
Delaware, was born in July, 1777, at 
Massey’s Cross Roads, Md., whither 
his mother had been removed to avoid the 
excitement attending the march of the British 
army across the State of Delaware. He de- 
scended from Joshua Clayton, who, with his 
brother Powell, emigrated from Lincolnshire, 
and came to this country with William Penn. 
He received a classical education at the 
Academy in Newark, then celebrated for the 
thoroughness of its instruction. At the age of 
nineteen he was placed, as a student of law, 
in the office of Nicholas Ridgely, and at the 
end of three years was admitted to the bar at 
Dover. Though the legal profession at that 
time was remarkably strong, his attainments 
commanded the respect of his brethrenand the 
confidence of the people. He soon obtained 
an extensive and lucrative practice. In 1808 





| bill Mr. Clayton voted. 


_of opposition, 


DELAWARE. 


tration of George Truitt, and in 1811, was ap- 
pointed by Joseph Hazlett, to the office of 
Attorney General. In 1814 he was elected 
Representative from Delaware in the Congress 
of the United States. 
bill changing the mode of compensation of 
members of Congress was passed. For this 
The measure was so 
odious to the people, that not even his popu- 
larity could enable him to stem the tide 
and 'at* ‘the* ‘next ‘election 


he was defeated. The confidence of his con- 


_stituents was not long withheld and upon the 
resignation of Cawsar A. Rodney, as Senator of 


the United States, in consequence of his ap- 
pointment as Minister to Buenos Ayres, Mr. 
Clayton was chosen to fill the vacancy, and 


| January 15, 1824, took his seat in the Senate, 


which he continued to occupy during the resi- 
due of the Eighteenth and the whole of the 
Nineteenth Congress. In 1828, after the ex- 
piration of his Senatorial term, the Judiciary 
of the State was reorganized, when he was 
appointed by Charles Polk to be Chief Justice 
of the Court of Common Pleas,‘and upon the 
ordainment of the amended constitution, 
which, so far as it related to the judiciary, 
went into operation on the third Tuesday of 
January, 1832, and by which the Supreme 
Court and Court of Common Pleas were abol- 
ished, he was made Chief Justice of the State. 
This office he held until Jan. 16, 1837, when he 
was chosen Senator to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the resignation of John M. Clayton, 
and on the 19th ot the same month entered 
the Senate, and at the Session of the General 
Assembly in 18,1, was again elected Senator 
for the Constitutional term, beginning March 
4, 1842. Upon the expiration of this term 
Mr. Clayton retired from the conduct of pub- 
lic affairs and from the practice of his profes- 
sion. The residue of his life was spent in 
domestic privacy at his home in New Castle, 
whither he had removed in 1833 and where 
he died suddenly on the 2Ist of August, 
1854. His remains lie in the grounds of the 
Presbyterian Church, at Dover, where the 
foundation of his greatness was laid, and in 
the soil of the county which he loved so well. 
A career so remarkable could have been sus- 
tained only by the possession of ability of the 
highest order. Eminent in every position in 


he was Secretary of State under the adminis- | which he was placed, his enduring fame rests 


During this term the, 
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chiefly upon his administration of judicial func- | tion should influence me in making such a 
tions. However distinguished the advocate choice as in my best judgment would most 
may be, his reputation is ephemeral. It lives|redound to the welfare and true inter- 
only in the remembrance of the generation of ests of the people. I selected the present 
which he was a part. Had not Mansfield sat | Chief Justice of the Common Pleas solely with 
upon the bench, the name of Murray would a view to his learning, talents, integrity and 
have passed into obscurity, and thus transitory | superior capacity for the station. Wert ait 
had been the memory of Thomas Clayton, but | In justice tothis Court I will now mention the 
for the imperishable monument which he has | fact that since its new organization, nota single 
reared by his judicial decisions. To show the ! case has occurred of exception to its decisions, 
estimation in which he was held by his con-! nor has one writ of error been taken out to re- 
temporaries, it may be instructive to refer to | verse any of its judgments.” Surely this is high 
the message of Charles Polk to the General | praise,but itis amply vindicated by history, for 
Assembly, at its session of 1830. By the! whoever will examine the report of his deci- 
Constitution of 1792 it was provided that the} sions in the first two volumes of Harrington, 
Judges of the Court of Common Pleasshould not | he will find that during his exercise of judicial 
be fewer than three nor more than four, one of | powers, there were but seven writs of error 
whom should be Chief Justice, and that there | sued out, in six cases whereof the judgment of 
should be a judge “residing in each county.|the Court below was unanimously affirmed, 
Shortly after the commencement of the term cf|and in the seventh, being the case of Banner 
Governor Polk, a vacancy occurred by the death | vs. Gregg, where the fact of reversal is merely 
of Judge Way, which he determined not to fill, | stated, it seems probable, from the original 
as James Booth, then Chief Justice, resided in| papers, that it occurred because of a defect in 
New Castle Co., which answered the require- | the verdict, whereby the judgment was not 
ment as to residence and. satisfied the an error which should have re- 





stitutional number. In 1828, Judge Booth | ceived the attention of the counsel, rather than 
died, and the duty of appointing his successor |of the Court. Thus profoundly versed in the 
devolved upon the executive. It is manifest] principles of law, his marvellous perception 
that if the new appointment had been made |intuitively discovered the point upon which 
from that county the necessity for a fourth |the case turned, and with legal precision he 
Judge would have been avoided and the |delivered his judgment. By the time the argu- 
expense of his salary saved to the State |ment had closed he was ready to announce 
Notwithstanding this consideration the Gov-|his opinion. and when he was through there 
ernor deemed it due to the proper administra- | was generally an end to the cause. He did 
tion of justice, that the place should be filled | not argue, but simply adjudicated, and his de- 
from Kent county in the person of Thomas | cisions are models of judicial brevity and per- 
Clayton. This act gave rise to great public |spicuity. At his hands justice was dispensed 
clamor and Mr. Polk thought proper to com | without denial or delay. There was rarely any 
municate to the Legislature the reasons for|holding up of cases for advisement, nor did 
his conduct. From that message a brief ex- |it require a treatise to embody his views. He 
tract will suffice, and when it is recollected | uttered no odzter dicta to mislead the bar or to 
that Samuel M. Harrington was then Secretary | trouble the bench. His words were few but 
of State, the value of the estimate of professional | weighty, and they came not as the scattering 
ability will sufficiently appear. ‘‘ Ever since | of small shot, but with the directness and force 
the adoption of our Constitution, the Chief] of acannon ball. He ranks pre-eminent among 
Justice of each of our Courts of Common Law /the able jurists who have occupied his seat, 
has been chosen from the county of New |and such is the deference paid to his learning 
Castle ; yet, although on reviewing that fact, | that, while infallibility cannot be averred even 
I determined that the Constitution should be | of the deliberate judgment of a Court of last 
my guide and that I would accordingly con-|resort, there are few lawyers in Delaware who 
sider no district of the State to be exclusively | do not feel their cause to be practically gained 
entitled to that office, I, at the same time| when they find it supported by a mis¢ prius 
determined that no mere local considera- | decision of Thomas Clayton. 
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Sah) boro, was born at Burtonsville, 


one 


3G 


a3 Nov. 17, 1828, the only child of Zacha- 
was born in Dagsboro hundred, about 1797 
He married Sallie Hopkins, about 1826, 
died in 1831. On returning from her burial 
her little son was taken to the home of his 
father’s uncle, Philip Wingate, and never went 
again to his own home. When he was six 
years of age, his father went West and was 
never heard of again. The father of Zachariah 
was Isaac Jones, a farmer of Dagsboro hun- 
dred, who married Luranie, daughter of John 
and Annie (Burton) Wingate. Isaac Jones 
was very tall and handsome. He died about 
1805, and his wife, in 1831. They had but two 
children: Zachariah and Burton Jones. The 
last named, a farmer in Sussex county, mar- 
ried Levina Prettyman, and had fourteen chil- 
dren. The father of Isaac was Zachariah 
Jones. who came to America from Scotland, 
about the middle of the last century, and set- 
tled in Dagsboro, where he purchased land 
and commenced farming. He had one son, 
Isaac, andtwo daughters ; Hannah, who be- 
came the wife of Robertson Mears, and Leah, 
who married Philip West. Benjamin B. Jones 
attended the common schools only inthe win- 
ter season. In his thirteenth year he went to 
sea for about six months, after which he bound 


himself out as a carpenter’s apprentice, and | 


had the privilege of attending school one 
month in each winter. 
married and settled in Millsboro, where he 
followed his trade, successfully, for twelve 
years, In 1863 herented the Millsboro Mills, 
consisting of a flour mill, saw mill and a card- 


ONES, BENJAMIN BURTON, Mills- | 
aw. mile distant from his present residence | 


riah Jones, a shoemaker by trade, who | 


,}in 1855. 


On coming of age, he | 
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Republicans, maintained with all his power, 
the Federal Government. Since that time he 
has taken much interest in public affairs. He 
was nominated for the Levy Court, in 1870, 
for the Legislature, in 1872, and for the office 


. | of Sheriff, in 1876, but each time his party was 
She | 


in the minority. Hejoined the Odd Fellows 
He married, Dec. 20, 1849, Miss 
'Emily Cranfield, of Millsboro, and has had 
eight children, five of whom are living : Sarah 
Elizabeth, wife of David Steel; Mary Ellen; 
Jacob, who. is in business with his father ; 
Emma P., wife of Frank Donavan ; and Frank 
Jones. His second child, Samuel Jones, died 
of lockjaw, Feb. 21, 1878, at the age of twenty- 
seven. 


ee LAYTON, HENRY, Farmer, and 
“ty President of the Citizens’ National 
oN Bank of Middletown, was born in St. 
bars ; George's hundred, Jan. 3, 1839, being 
& the second son of Colonel Joshua Clay- 
ton, and grandson of Chief Justice Thomas 
Clayton. He grew up on the home farm, and 
attended the schools of the neighborhood till 
1854, when he was sent for two years to the 
New Jersey Conference Seminary at Penning- 
ton. Returning home at the age of eighteen, 
he engaged in farming on his own account,tak- 
ing charge of ‘‘The Choptank on the Hill,” the 
|farm once owned by his g:andfather, and for 
many years the home of Col. Joshua Clayton. 
In 1860 he removed to his farm, ‘*‘ Woodside,” 
two miles west of Mount Pleasant, on which 
he erected the large and handsome residence 
which he has since occupied. In 1868 he pur- 
chased ‘‘Congress Hall,” three miles west of 
/Mount Pleasant. For ten years,from 1865,he was 
-extensively and profitably engaged in peach- 





ing machine, all run by water, and capable of culture, having at one time 19,000 trees in 


a large business. Here he has enjoyed unin- 
terrupted success to the present time. In U804) 
he purchased the Doe Bridge Mill, and in 1872, 
the Millsboro Mills. In 1868, also, he built a 
planing mill, which has been profitable. He 


owns, besides, several lots about the town. He. 


has won success by his own unaided efforts, 
and against more obstacles than most men 
meet with in life. He is well informed and 


ranks among the leading men of the county. 


Mr. Jones was brought up in sympathy with 
the Democratic party, but when the war broke 
out, he “could not secede,” and joining the 


bearing, and in 1875, shipped, for himself and 
others, 346 car-loads of peaches to the cities 
west of Philadelphia, as far as Illinois. He was 
the largest shipper of that year, and paid the 
railroad over $42,000 for freight. From that 
time the peach crop began to fail and he 
_turned his attention to stock-raising and the 
cultivation of grain, in which he is now exten- 
sively engaged. He was made a director, in 
1869, of the Citizens’ National bank of Mid- 
dletown, of which, in 1875, he was elected 
president, and has held the position continu- 
| ously to the present time, proving an able and 
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judicious manager of its affairs. Mr. Clayton 
has succeeded well in life, still it has always, 
been a matter of great regret with him that, 
he did not, when younger, enter the medical | 
profession, for which he has a decided taste | 
and an undoubted talent. He is a member of | 
the Democratic party, but is not a politician ;| 
is a Mason, and a member of Union Lodge, 
No. 5. He is steward of the Bethel M. E.| 
Church at Pivot Bridge, having united with | 
that denomination in 1874, and is President cf! 
the Bethel Cemetery, which is one of the finest | 
in that part of the State. He was married, 
Nov. 23, 1860, to Miss Maggie Rebecca. 
daughter of Richard Lockwood, a prominent 
merchant of Middletown, and has two chil- 
cren, Richard Thomasand Henry Clayton, Jr 

GX) ALL, DR. DAVID, son of Dr Henry 
| Fisher and Hester (Rodney) Hall, was 
z ey born in Lewes, April 24, 1831. His 
ar father was seven vears in the United | 

a} States’ service, which he entered as 
medical officer under Colonel Samuel B. Davis, | 
on the western frontier, where Chicago now 
stands. He died, November 1, 1865, being 
then in his seventy-sixth year. Mrs. Hall was | 
the daughter of Caleb and Elizabeth (West) 
Rodney: Caleb was the son of Wm., who was 
the cousin of Caesar Rodney of Revolutionary 
fame. She was a lady of superior character 
and abilities, a member of the Presbyterian 
church, and through her instrumentality the 
first Sabbath School was established in Lewes. 
She died in 1873, in her seventy-seventh year 
They had seven children: Margaret married 
Capt. John P. Marshall of Lewes ; Joseph, a 
planter in Mississippi; Dr. David ; lize wife 
of E. K. Richardson of Lewes; Mary D.; Re- 
becca B., and Rev. Henry R. Hall. Dr. David 
Hall received his primary education in Lewes, 
and i: 1848 was sent to a private school in| 
Germantown, where he remained two years. 
His medical studies he pursued with his father | 
in Lewes, and with Dr. William Darrah, in 
Philadelphia. He attended, also, during the | 
summers of 1851 and 1852, the lectures and. 
experiments of Dr. Brows Sequard, graduating 
from University of Pennsylvania in 1852. The! 
following winter he attended a course of lect- | 
ures at the same institution, after which he| 
settledin the practice of his profession in his | 
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|sician by Governor Saulsbury, which position 


holds. He is a member of the State 
Medical Society and of the State Board of 
Health. He became a Mason in 1862, and has 
filled the offices of Junior Warden and Secre- 
tany; ofv Jefferson: Lodge; No# rg He is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church of Lewes, 
in’ which he has also held office. He was 
united in marriage, November 1, 1860, to Miss 
Eugenia C., daughter of Colonel William D. 
Waples, of Sussex county. They have but 
one child; William D. W. Hall, now (1882) 


he stiil 


| ° 
in his seventeenth year. 


OS ALL, DR. JOSEPH, of Lewes, was 
fh born about 1750, and was the elder 
brother of Colonel David Hall of Revo- 
fo) lutionary fame, and in whose sketch a 
“ full account of the family and ancestry 
is Bion His brother occupied the same office 
with Dr Joseph Hall. The latter was one of 
the originators of the State Medical Society of 
Delaware, in. 1787, and one of the officers of 
the Court in Lewes, between the years 1790 
and 17¢6. He was a man greatly respected, 
and his death, in 1796, was a serious loss to 
the community. He first married Ann, daugh- 
ter of Parker Robinson by whom he had one 
daughter, Lydia, who died at the age of 
twenty. His second wife was Elizabetn, 
daughter of Major Henry Fisher, of Sussex 
county, a pilot on Delaware Bay. The site of 
the Beacon Light on Cape Henlopen was fixed 
by Major Fisher. His father, Dr. Henry Fisher, 
came to this country from Ireland, but soon 
after returned. About the year of the settle- 
ment of the first English Colony he came 
again to Delaware, and remained. Fora long 
time, it is said, he was the only physician on 
the peninsula. By his second wife Dr. Joseph 
Hall had only one son who grew to maturity; 
Dr. Hemy Fisher Hall, who married Hester 
Rodney. 


Gre MITHERS, NATHANIEL, was the 
son of Nathaniel and Esther (Beau- 
2 champ) Smithers, and was born in 

< Kent county, in June, 1787. He mar- 

2) sea first, Susan Fisher, daughter of Dr. 
Elijah Barratt, of Camden; and secondly, 
Rachel E., daughter of Dr. James L. Clayton, 
of New Castle county. In Dec 18to, he was 





native town. Dr. Hall was appointed Port Phy- | appointed by Gov. Truitt, Prothonotary of the 
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Court of Common Pleas of Kent county, and| 
at the same time received a commission as| 
Clerk of the Peace. Onthe expiration of the | 
term he was recommissioned by Gov. Rodney 
and was continued in the office by successive 
appointments until 1824. He also received 
from Gov. Rodney, in 1816, the commission of 
Register in. Chancery for Kent county. In 





1828, he removed to his farm in Cecil county 
Md., which he soon afterwards sold, the better 
to provide for the education of his children. 
Having accomplished this purpose he retired 
from active business and spent the remainder 
of his life in Wilmington, where he died in 
1857. He is buried at Bethel in Cecil county. 
He left two children ; Nathaniel B. Smithers, 
lawyer of Dover, and Dr. Edward F. Smithers, 
of Vienna, Dorchester county, Md. 

eo LAYTON, COLONEL JOSHUA, Re- 
tired Farmer, Middletown, was born at 
Dover, August 2,1802. His father was 





© Senator and Chief Justice of Delaware. 
Colonel Clayton was three years at the cele 
brated classical school of Rev. Francis Hind- 
manat Newark. In1818he entered Princeton 
College, where, after remaining two and a half 
years, his health became so seriously impaired 
by severe study that he was obliged to discon- 
tinue his collegiate course. In 182! he com- 
menced the study of law in the office of 
his father. The following year he spent in 
the office of Judge Alexander L. Hayes, a 
distinguished judgein Reading,Pa. In 1823 
he accompanied to his destination, the Hon. 
Caesar A. Rodney, United States Minister to 
the Argentine Republic, going with him in the 
capacity of Secretary. They went on the old 
frigate, Congress, by the way of Spain, the 
coast of Africa, Rio Janiero to Buenos Ayres. 
Mr. Rodney’s health failing in three months 
after their arrival, Mr. Clayton was sent home 
with dispatches to the government. He was 
admitted .to..the. bar) in) Dover: -in 1825, 
and practiced his profession there till 1830, 
when he removed to Bohemia Manor, and 
settled on the estate known as ‘‘Choptank on 
the Hill.” In commencing operations on 
this place he contracted a debt of $300, 
which his skill in farming, and remarkable 





success, soon enabled him to liquidate. For 
nearly fifty years Colonel Clayton has been 
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one of the most successful agriculturists of 
that section of the State, and at one time 
owned over 21,000 acres of land, 2,400 acres 
of which he has given to his ten children. Of 
all this he is especially proud as the result of 
his own unaided efforts. He has been four 
times commissioned Colonel, first by Gov. 


‘Hazlet, second by Gov. Thomas Stockton, 


third by Gov. William Temple, and lastly when 
war was threatened with England, on the oc- 
casion of the dispute concerning the boundary 
of Oregon. Colonel Clayton was married in 
1833 to Miss Lydia, daughter of Richard Clay- 
ton, the lady being his first cousin They had 
three children ; Thomas, Henry and Richard. 
His wife died in January, 1849, and on the 22d 
of February, 1850, he married Miss Martha E., 
daugnter of Richard Lockwood, a well-known 
merchant of Middletown By this marriage 
he had eight children, seven of whom are liv- 
ing; Adelaide Young, McComb, Mary W., 
Joshua, Elizabeth, Eugene and Frances. 







~, HAKESPEARE, JAMES HAMAN, 
aN Attorney-at-Law, Phildelphia,was born 
eat Iron Hill, near Newark, Nov. 30, 
1850, the third son of William M. and 
Catherine (Haman) Shakespeare. He 
attended the best schools of Dover, to which 
place his parents removed in 1854. In 1863; he 
entered the Freshman class of Dickinson Col- 
lege, at Carlisle, Pa., and after the usual four 
years’ course, graduated A. B., with the class 
of 1869. Returning to his home in Dover, he 
was actively engaged with his father in the 
lumber business till the fall of 1871, when he 
removed to Philadelphia, and became a law 
student with James H. Heverin as his precep- 
tor. He was admitted to the bar in 1874, and 
at once began an active practice, which has 
continued steadily to increase. Mr. Shake- 
speare has proved himself a lawyer of marked 
ability ; his attainments and natural endow- 
ments are both of a high order ; he is an ef- 
fective pleader, and a gentleman of fine ap- 
pearance and address. Fora time he took an 
activeinterest in public affairs, and in 1872,wasa 
prominent speaker in the campaign, advocat- 
ing the election of Hon. Charles R. Buckalew, 
the Democratic candidate for Governor of 
Pennsylvania. Butthe increasing demands of 
of his profession, to which he is devoted, have 
now quite withdrawn him from politics. Heisin 
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the full tide of success, being regarded as one 
of the most promising young members of the 
Philadelphia bar, and enjoys.a large and lu- 


crative practice, almost entirely confined to | 
He was married in Philadel- | 


the civil courts. 
phia, December 14, 1881, to Miss Anna, daugh- 
ter of James L. and Priscilla (Stytes) Heverin, 
of Dover. 

sc HORTLIDGE, EVAN G., M..D., Phy- 
<®@ sician and Surgeon of Wilmington, was 
©. born, Feb. 26, 1844, in Chester, Pa., 
=<) son of George Shortlidge, Esq., of that 
place. He graduated from the Fort 
Edward Institute on the Hudson, and taught 
till 1862, when he entered the medical depart- 
ment of the University of Pennsylvania. The 
following year, leaving his studies, he enlisted 
in the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and 
served throughout the severe south-west cam- 
paign, which ended with the battle of Nash- 
ville. In the fall of 1865 he was mustered out 
of service with his regiment, and at once re- 
sumed his studies in the Univeisity, fiom 
which he graduated M. D. in the class of 1868. 
After one year of service in the Blockley hos- 
pital he was appointed one of the Friends 
commissioners under the government to in- 
struct and attempt to civilize the Indian tribes 
of the west. For over a year he faithfully and 
laboriously performed the duties of this mis- 
sion in northern Nebraska, and returning east 
settled in Wilmington, where he has since re- 
sided and has built up a large practice. Itis 
necessarily a general] one, but he has special 
skill and reputation in surgery. Dr. Short- 
lidge is a member of the Medical Society of 
Delaware, and is greatly esteemed in the pro- 
fession. He has been for several years the 
Physician to the New Castle county Alms- 
house, and since 1874, physician to the City 
Hospital ; also for several years a member of 
the city Board of Health. He has always 
taken a deep interest in public,and especially in 
educational, affairs, and was from 1874 to 1877 
president of the city Board of Education. In 
1874 he contributed an article on the diagno- 
sis and treatment of rheumatism which was 
widely published and attracted much atten- 
tion He is a man of culture and high charac- 
ter, and both as a citizen and professionally is 
deservedly popular. In politics he is an ear- 
nest Republican. He was married in 1875 to 
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| Miss Elizabeth A. Douglass, a lady of English 
| birth. Their children are Edmund, Audrey 
|G. and Martha H. Shortlidge. 
pte HAKESPEARE, EDWARD ORAM, 
SS M. D., Ophthalmic Surgeon of Phila- 
t mA “. delphia, and eldest son of William M. 
ey and Catharine (Haman) Shakespeare, 
was born in New Castle county, May 
19, 1846. In 1854 his parents removed to 
Dover, where he attended the classical acad- 
emy of Prof. William A. Reynolds till the age 
of eighteen, when he entered the Sophomore 
class, of Dickinson college, graduating A. B. 
in 1867. He had the previous year com- 
menced the study of medicine under the tutor- 
ship of Dr. Dougherty of Carlisle, and on 
|returning to Dover entered the office of Dr. 
Gove Saulsbury, with whom he studied dur- 
ing his vacations. Matriculating at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania in the autumn of 1867, 
he graduated M. D. in the class of 1869, and 
returning to Dover, at once engaged in the 
practice of his profession, in which, from. the 
first, he met with marked success. He was in 
partnership with Dr. Isaac Jump, from 1872 to 
1874. During the session of the Legislature, in 
1873, Dr. Shakespeare was elected. Secretary 
of the Senate, and proved a very popular and 
efficient officer. In February 1874, he removed 
to Philadelphia, where, soon after, he became 
connected with the University of Pennsylvania 
aslecturerin the post-graduate course,on Ac- 
commodation and Refraction, and Operative 
Ophthalmic Surgery, the duties of which 
position he still continues to discharge with 
the zeal of a true lover of his art. His increas- 
ing interest in Ophthalmic Surgery soon de- 
manding all his time, he decided to withdraw 
from the general practice of medicine, and 
devote himself entirely to this branch of medi- 
cal science, in which he rapidly rose to promi- 
nence. In 1877 he received the appointment 
of Pathologist and Ophthalmic Surgeon to the 
Blockley Hospital, which position he continues 
to occupy. He was one of a Committee of 
three pathologists to examine microscopically, 
and report, officially, upon the minute condi- 
tion of the brain of Guiteau, the assassin of 
President Garfield, and at the request of the 
other members drafted the report. His private 
practice in his specialty is large; patients 
coming to him from nearly all parts of the 
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country. His writings also have attracted 


much attention, and have been received with | 


especial favor. Many of his articles on sub- 
jects connected with his specialty have been 


widely circulated, and in 1877 he was the} 


recipient of the Warren Triennial Prize of 


$400, open to the world ;—his subject, *‘ The | 


Nature of Inflammation in Arteries,” 
a microscopic study of the pathology of 
inflammation of the arteries. In. 1878 he was 
invited to deliver a lecture before the Smith- 
sonian Institution ona kindred subject in the 
“Toner Course,” which lecture was published 
by that Institution in their volume for that 
year. In 1880 Dr. Shakespeare and J. Henry 
C. Simes, of Philadelphia, translated from the 
French, edited and revised, ‘‘Cornil and Ran- 
viers Pathological Histology,” which has 
already been adopted as a text book in many 
of the medical colleges of the country. It is 
regarded as the best work on the subject in 
the English language. Dr. Shakespeare pre- 
pared for it many original chapters and brought 
it down to the date of publication. _ Still later 
he has prepared for Prof Harrison Allen’s 
work on Human Anatomy, a paper on ‘' The 
Microscopic Structure of the Human Frame,” 
which forms the opening chapter. His last 
scientific labor has been the preparation and de- 
livery of acourse of Miitter Lectures before the 


being 


' College of Physicians of Philadelphia. his sub- 


ject being ‘‘Contributions to the Histology of 
Inflammation.” In literary labors in connec- 
tion with his chosen life work, he is constantly 
engaged, and is a hard student and prodigious 
worker. He is a member of the Masonic 
Order. In 1880 Dr. Shakespeare was appointed 
aid-de-camp on the staff of Major General 
Hartranft, with the rank of Major, and in 
1882 represented the National Guard of Penn- 


-sylvania as a member of the American team 


in the first military international rifle match, 
between Great Britain and America. 


> UNTINGTON, REV. CYRUS, Pastor 
| of the Presbyterian church of Dover, 
“Zey was born in Greene county, N.Y., April 
10, 1820; the eldest son of Rev. An 
drew and Mary (Chipman) Hunting- 
ton. His father, born in Lebanon, Conn., in 
1791, graduated at Yale in the same class with 
Hon. John M. Clayton, in 1815. He studied 
divinity with the*celebrated John M. Mason, 





' 
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D. D., of New York city, and entered the 
ministry of the Presbyterian church in 1818. 
i For nearly half a century he was pastor of 
/churches in various places, and died in Ohio, 
in 1872, at the age of eighty-one. The Hunt- 
ingtons descended from Simon Huntington, a 
native of Norwich, England, who died on his 
voyage to this country in 1633. His widow, 
Margaret, with their three sons, Christopher, 
| Simon and Samuel, were among the original 
settlers of Norwich, Conn., and it is from the 
, Second son, Simon, in the seventh generation, 
|that Mr. Huntington is descended. The family 
| has been prominent inthe history of the State, 
one of them being a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, and another, Governor of 
Connecticut. Mr. Huntington’s mother, was 
the daughter of Samuel Chipman, of Shore- 
ham, Vt. He was prepared for college, prin- 
cipally, by his father, the family then residing 
in Hudson city, N. Y. He wasa clerk, one 
year, in the office of the New York Odserver, 
after which, in 1840, he entered the Sopho- 
more class in Yale College, graduating in 
1843, and spent two years in teaching. In 
1845, he entered the middle class of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, completing the course 
two years later. Hesupplied the pulpit of the 
Havre de Grace, Md., Presbyterian church for 
a year, as a licentiate, and Nov. 14, 1848, was 
ordained and installed. He continued pastor 
of that church till 1852,when he became pastor 
of the Presbyterian church at Ellicott’s Mills, 
remaining till Aug. 30, 1862, when he resigned 
his charge, having been appointed chaplain of 
the First Maryland Regiment of Union Volun- 
teers. This position, however, he resigned 
Oct. 21, on account of very serious illness. 
May 11, 1863, he was installed pastor of the 
Presbyterian church of Dover, where he still 
remains. Mr. Huntington is athorough scholar, 
an original and profound thinker, and in speak- 
ing, holds the close attention of his hearers. 
As a pastor he is popular and greatly beloved. 
His health was not good when he came to 
Dover, and needing out-door exercise, he de- 
cided to turn the necessity to good account, 
and accordingly purchased a farm of seventy- 
two acres, near that place, on which he has 
successfully cultivated peaches, pears and the 
small fruits. He was married, Nov. 13, 1851, 
ito Mrs. Henrietta Mary, widow of Dr. John J. 
Boyd, of Havre de Grace, and daughter of 
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Captain Nathaniel and Margaret (Rodgers) 
Chew. Mrs. Chew was a sister of Commodore 
John Rodgers, of the United States Navy. 
Mrs. Huntington died, Dec. 4, 1879, and is in- 


terred in the family buriai placein Lower West | 


Nottingham church yard,Cecil county, Md. By 
reason of her family connections she had a 
wide acquaintance with the leading men in 
church and State, and by her native talents 
and superiority she was fitted to grace any 
circle,—but her chief adornment was her lovely 
christian character, and as a pastor's wife, she 
was unsurpassed. 


CES LEMING, CHARLES TURNER, Sur- 


Ce AG veyor and Conveyancer, Milford, was 
“ak born in Mispillion hundred, Nov. 16, 


mee 1805, the seventh son of Beat Flem- | 


‘9 ing, a farmer, and his wife, Elizabcth, 
daughter of John Turner, a farmer of the same 
neighborhood. The family descended from 
William Fleming, born in Scotland, June 5, 
1717, and who came to, Delaware about 1740. 
He obtained a patent tor 490 acres of jand in 
Mispillion hundred, which was called ‘‘ Wil- 
liam’s Choice,” and part of it is still in the 
family possession He erected in 1741, a large 
brick dwelling which is still in good repair. 
He died in 1784. His wife, Jane Frame, born 
July 27, 1726, died March 7, 1768. Their chil- 
dren were, Andrew, Nathan, William, Boaz, 
Beniah, born Jan. 10, 1762, and Benoni, Bya 
second wife he had another son, Thomas. All 
the children of William Fleming emigrated to 
the West after his death, with the exception 
of Beniah, who remained at the old home- 
stead, where he died at the age of eighty- 
three, Oct. 12, 1845. He was a soldier in the 
revolution in the Delaware line. His wife, 
Betsey, was born, Dec. 11, 1765. They had 
fourteen children, Charles Turner being the 
eleventh. The homestead is now owned by 
Charles H. Fleming, son of Nathan, and 
grandson of Beniah. Charles T. Fleming re- 
ceived a good English education and taught 
school one year before coming to Milford, in 
1827. He there attended evening schools and 
studied Latin and mathematics, the last being 
his special delight. In 1835, he became a sur- 
veyor and conveyancer, and has now been 
thus employed for over forty-five years. For 
twenty-one years he has been a Notary Public 
and also Commissioner of Deeds for the State 





of New York, transacting an immense amount 
of business, and has probably written more 
deeds than any other man in Kent county. 
He has acted as agent for the Mill Creek, now 
Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
since its organization. In 1846, he was ap- 
pointed Receiver of the celebrated Potter 
estate, then in litigation, of which, in 1848; 
under a decision of the Court of Chancery, he 
was made and still remains the trustee. Mr. 
Fleming was, in 1837, elected by the Whig 
party to the legislature, in which he served 
honorably for two years. He has been a Re- 
publican since the organization of that party, 
and a strong Unionman. He was brought up 
a Presbyterian, but there being no church of 
that denomination in Milford, he and his wife 
united with the M. E church, in his early man- 
hood. He was first married, Jan. 4, 1838, to 
Mrs. Elizabeth W., widow of Rynear Williams, 
and daughter of Peter T. Causey, also sister 
of Governor Peter F. Causey. She died May 
16, 1847. He afterwards married Miss Mary 
S., daughter of William Richards of North- 
west Fork hundred, and had three children; 
Mary Elizabeth, who died in 1861, aged five 
years ; Foster Causey, died in 1864, aged one 


year and four months, and an infant, who also 


died. Mr Fleming is still active, and attends 
to all the duties of his position with accuracy 
and ease. He has not yet been obliged to use 
glasses. He is social, and a great lover of 
music, spending many leisure wee in playing 
the violin or the organ. 


ion AILEY, COL. EDMUND, Farmer of 
“AB Canterbury, was born in the house 

ee he now lives, Aug. 17, 1840. His 
$2 father, John Bailey, also a farmer, was 

born, June 10, 1797. He married in 1824 
Eliza A., daughter of William and Ann An- 
derson. They had four sons and five daugh- 
ters, Edmund being the youngest child. John 
Bailey was an industrious and enterprising 
citizen, a man of high character, and for forty 
years was a leader, trustee, and steward in the 
M. E. Church. He died greatly lamented, 
Nov. 7, 1870, and his wife, April 20, 1874, in 
her 74th year. The father of John was Ed- 
mund Bailey, born in Kent, about 1760. He 
married Ruth Cox and had five children. The 
Baileys were of English origin, and among 
the early settlers of Delaware. The Ander- 
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sons were from Wales. 


till the age of fifteen, 
Reynolds. IHlis father desired him to take aj 
full course in Dickinson College, but he could 
not be induced to be so long absent from his 
home, to which he was greatly attached. After 
a trip to Illinois and Missouri, he took charge 
of the home farm, his parents removing to 
Felton in 1862,and he was married the same 
year.) This Gavin he carried on for eight years, 
when he removed to Canterbury and engaged 
in mercantile pursuits. At the same time, in 
partnership with his brother-in-law, Capt. 
Thomas Draper, he commenced the manufac- 
ture of phosphates at Draper’s Landing. After 
three years Mr. Bailey-retired and gave his 
attention to mercantile business till 1875. He 
then sold out his stock and spent ‘te years 
in settling up his affairs. In the fall of 1878 he 
re turned to his farm, which is called ‘‘Chest- 

Hill ” and contains 230 acres, under a high 
state of cultivation! and devoted about equally 
to fruit and grain. He has 3,500 peach trees, 
400 apple, a few pear trees, and two acres in 
small fruits. South of his residence he owns 
another farm of 40 acres. In Canterbury he 
has a storehouse, a dwelling, and three tenant 
houses. A man oftntdiieenee: enterprise and 
character, he is prominent as an agriculturist, 
and takes a deep interest in the material pros- 
Since its organization, in 
1878, he has been one of the directors, and 
general superintendent, of the State Agricul- 
tural Society. Through his management, 
largely, the State fairs have been made a suc- 
cess, paying 20 percent. dividend on the capital 
stock. From his youth Mr. Bailey has been 
identified with the Democratic party. He was 
elected in 1868 a member of the Levy Court, 
and served acceptably for four years. In 1879 
he was commissioned an aid-de-camp on the 
staff of Gov. Hall with the rank of Colonel. 
For several years he was an active member of 
the order of Odd Fellows. In 1860 he joined 
the M.E Church, and has been trustee since 
1868. He was first married, March 4, 1862, to 
Miss Mary M., daughter of James G, and 
Sarah Waples. She died the following October. 
January 17, 1865 he was married to Miss Susan 
A., daughter of Samuel A., and Susan (Brown) 
Short, of Kent county, by whom he had four 


Edmund Bailey at-[ children 
tended the best schools of his neighborhood! Emerson and John. 
when he spent two} 
years in Dover in the classical school of Prof. | | | Miss 


| 
| 


| 
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; Mary Waples, Edith, Edmund 
Mrs. Bailey died, Dec. 25, 
He was again married, Jan. 23, 1876, to 
Laura B., daughter of John B., and 
| Susan Cieclemmeten) Anderson. By this mar- 


riage he has one child, Anna Louise. 


fS72: 
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Be + INCENT, FRANCIS, ganctosie Editor 
OF ay and Philanthropist, was born, March 
LAG. 1822; and brought up in 

o Dover till the age of seventeen. There 
at that time, but few books 
in Dover, and but two gentlemen there, 
Henry M. Ridgely and John M. Clayton, had 
really good libraries. To the one owned by 
Mr. Ridgely young Vincent enjoyed free 
access, and to this privilege he owed the best 
part of his education, and the higher ideas 
which have influenced him through life, and 
through him have proved of such great benefit 
to others. Dec. 27, 1839, he came to Wil- 
mington and learned the printing business in 
the office of the Delaware Gazette. Immedi- 
ately after his arrival he connected himseit 
with the Franklin Lyceum, to which most of 
the literary young men of the place belonged, 
and to which reference is made in the sketch 
of Mr. J. H. Adams. He afterward also 
joined the Wilmington Literary and Debating 
Society, of which he was president for many 
years. He delivered before it several lectures 
and addresses before he came of age. Aug. 
22, 1845, he commenced, in company with 
William T.Jeandell, the publication of a news- 
paper entitled Zhe Blue Hen’s Chicken, which, 
from its originality, piquancy and life, at once 
came into favor, and enjoyed an immense 
popularity. In three months it had the largest 
circulation of any paper in Wilmington. It 
was the first to strike out from the staid, old- 
ashioned way of journalizing, which, in the 
country, consisted mainly of making extracts 
from the metropolitan newspapers; and being 
devoted to matters nearer home, was much 
more interesting to the mass of readers. It 
was at once held up as a model, and as such a 
thousand copies were sent all over the 
country. All the country newspapers of the 
present day are conducted on the plan origin- 
ated by Zhe Blue Hen's Chicken. In the 
second year Mr. Vincent became the sole pro- 
prietor of this paper, and at once commenced, 
through its columns, the advocacy of a series 
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of state and national reforms, many of which 


he originated, and a large number of which he | 
succeeded, by his ability and persistency, in| 


having adopted, in some instances aided by 
others. Among them was 


hours of labor to ten a day, the exemption of 
necessary household goods from seizure for 
debt, and the abolishing of lotteries, whip- 
ping of white women, imprisonment of non- 


-resident debtors, and of public executions. 


Also, largely through the influence of his 
articles on the subject, the railroad from Wil- 
mington to Reading was built, the Delaware 
railroad was run through the State to Wil- 
mington, the branch was built from Milford 
to Lewes, the General Incorporation act was 
passed, the road to Delaware river is now in 
process of construction, and nearly every 
other measure he proposed is still agitated 
and receives the support of a large body of 
citizens. Hewasa strong opponent to slavery 
and an earnest friend to the colored people; 
in denouncing and making known. their 
wrongs he made his influence strongly felt, 
and was twice brought into personal conflict. 
In 1850, Judge Eggleston, of Maryland, de- 
clared from the bench that any one taking his 
paper from the Post Office was liable to im- 
prisonment. He was in advance of his day, 
and urged all the common-sense reforms—too 
great a number to be here recapitulated—that 
at the present time seem as necessary as light 
and air. He sold his paper in 1854, receiving 
for it fifty per cent. more than any paper in 
the State before. He assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the Republican party in the State and 
has been prominent in its counsels ever since. 
He predicted the exact results of the war—the 
freeing and enfranchising of the colored peo 

ple. In 1861 he purchased The Commonwealth, 
a newspaper, and changed its name to The 
Blue Hen’s Chicken. One of its first uses was 
to urge the fortification of the Delaware—and 
the Breakwater, which being also taken up by 
other papers, was accomplished. He sold the 
paper two years later. In Sep., 1864, he was 
elected Alderman of the city, and was re- 
elected five successive times. In 1870 he 
published his first volume of the History of 
Delaware. In 1873 he called public attention 
to the great loss of life by shipwreck on our 
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ithe establishment of life-saving stations all 
along the sea line of Delaware, Maryland and 
Virginia. In the fall of the same year he was 


|elected City Treasurer, and was re-elected 


the freeing of, 
' the Wilmington bridge, the reduction of the 





| ticket 700 votes. 


three times; the last time he ran ahead of his 
The life of Mr. Vincent is 
its own eulogy. Not the half has been told, 
but it is sufficient to entitle him tothe love and 
gratitude of every resident of the State and in 
many cases the blessing of his labors extend 
far beyond its limits 


2% ILSON, JOHN THOMAS, Farmer, on 
»€ 44 “The Levels,” near Middletown, was 
-~< born, April 17, 





ers LR 


es foat,”om’. “the *farni 
Sop ‘“Mayfield,” which is still, and has 
@P always been, his home. A sketch of 


his father, William Wilson, has been given. 
The maiden name of his mother was Rachel 
Naudain. He attended the schools of his lo- 
cality till he was fifteen when he was sent to 
the Academy at New London, Pa. under the 
direction of Professor Edward D. Porter, after- 
wards of Delaware College, and now of Min- 
nesota University. He pursued at that insti- 
tution a classical and mathematical course, 
remaining two years. Leaving school in 1859, 
he returned to his home, where soon,in atten- 
tion to the large business of his father’s estate, 
he gave evidence of the ability which has 
since distinguished him. In less than a year 
the charge of this large property passed into 
his hands On the death of his father,in 1879, 
he was appointed administrator of the estate, 
both in Delaware and in Maryland. He has 
taken out letters in both States. The estate is 
described in the sketch of his father, William 
Wilson, consisting of about thirty-five hundred 
acres of finelyimprovedand valuable land. The 
‘Brick Store” farm descended to Wm. N. and 
John T. Wilson, through their mother, having 
been in the possession of her family since the 
original patents were given them by William 
Penn. The estate has forty thousand peach 
trees in bearing. Mr. Wilson tills all these 
trees with the exception of a part covering 
forty acres. He has an orchard-master for 
each orchard, a culling seperintendent and a 
shipper. The largest crop of peaches gathered 
from his trees was in 1875, when about 80,0c0 
baskets were grown, but not all of them were 
shipped. Mr. Wilson is quite a sportsman, 


coast, the result of his persistent efforts being |and heartily enjoys a day in the fields and 
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forests 


were favorable to health and vigor, and a fine 


puysical development. -He is large 
athletic, and of a jovial and happy tempera- 


ment. He is a natural musician, 


well on several instruments. 


and plays 


Middletown. He is a yentleman of culture, 


large business capacity and experience, and) 


highly popular with all classes. 


ce 2» IEFENDORF, JOHN WoL LT ACM. 


oft { Wholesale and Retail Clothier and 
ba Merchant Tailor, Wilmington, was 
born, April 26, 1847, in the town of 


Cherry Valley, 
county, N.. Y..; 
Mary Ann (Echerson) Diefendorf. His father, 
now sixty-two years of age, is a prosperous 


now Roseboom, Otsego 


ing member in the M. E. church. He is ason 


of Rev William Diefendorf, of the Black River | 


Cenference, now merged in the Troy Confer- 
ence; Dut in his early 
Dutch Reformed Church. He had two brothers 
—Jonas and Benjamin—and six nephews who 
were Methodist ministers. The two brothers, 
in their later years, became ministers in the 
Lutheran church. Rev. William Diefendorf 
married Catherine Failing, and the old home- 
stead was near Sharon Springs, N. Y. He 
died, Sept. 19, 1838, at the age of fifty-three, 
and his wife, in 1876, at the age of cighty- 
seven. Five of their children arve still living: 
William, Josiah, Ephraim, Sallie, wife of Rev. 
George Parsons; and Lucy, wife of Edwin 
Blackwell, of Le Grange, Lorain county, Ohio. 
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The father of Rev. William Diecfendorf was | 


also a William Diefendorf, and he had fourteen 
children, six sons and eight daughters. His 
five brothers and six sisters had also very 
large families, nine being the smallest number 
in any of them, and one of the sisters, a Mrs. 
Zimmerman, having sixteen children The 
father of the last named William Diefendorf 


was Hans-Yacob, or John Jacob Diefcendorf, | 


who came to this country from Germany. 
John W. Diefendorf worked on the farm and 
attended the common schools during the win- 
ter season until his fifteenth year, after which 
he was a clerk for four years and a half. He 
then spent some months in Ohio, and return- 


ing to New York,was,for two years,head sales- | Revolutionary fame. 
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and | 1870: 


Formerly he Was | 
the Jeader of the Diamond State Band of) 
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His out door habits from childhood,! man in dry goods and clothing stores at Fort 


last one in 
The following year the firm removed to 
| , and in 1874, Mr. Diefendorf sold 
| his interest to his partner, for 
for the 


Plains, becoming a partner in the 


Canajoharie 


whom he was, 
three years, bookkeeper and 
buyer ; was also buyer for other houses. In 
1876 he w nt to Philadelphia, and spent three 
months with John Wanamaker, to learn some 
of the minor details of the business, after which 
be became manager of the Boston Clothing 
House, tn Wilmington, and held the position, 
with great success, till July, (879, when he re- 
signed itand opened the well-known Wilming- 


Next 


| ton Clothing House,at the corner of Market and 


Fourth streets. There he has met with unpre- 
His sales have been large, 


beyond his most sanguine expectations, and 


, his house is popular with the best and most 
farmer, and has been, for many years, a lead- | 


Mr. Diefendorf 
is a careful and reliable business man, and 
highly regarded by all who know him. In 
politics he is a Republican. Having united 
with the M. E. church at the age of iwenty- 


desirable classes of customers. 


one, he is now a member of Grace Church, 


where he is class-leader, a steward and assist- 
ant superintendent of the Sabbath school. He 
is a member of the Eureka Lodge, No, 23, F. 
A. M. He was married, in Sept. 1870, to Mrs. 
Emma, widow of Harvey Ward, and daughter 
of Solomon and Harriet L. Kellar, of Fort 
Plains, N. Y. They have two children: Dorr 
F. and Homer J. Diefendorf. 





GQ OUSTON, DAVID. HENRY;,.M. D., 
ig | Ex-Surgeon-in-chief of the First Divi- 
+9 sion, Second Corps, of the Army of the 
nto Potomac, was born in Concord, Sussex 

»> county, June 23, 1819. His parents were 
John and Elizabeth (Wiltbank) Houston. 
Some account of the family is given in the 
sketch of his brother, Judge John W. Hous- 
He received a good. English education 
at Washington Academy, Princess Anne Co., 
Md., and at the celebrated Quaker school of 
Samuel Smith in Wilmington, 
mained till he was twenty. In 1839 he com- 
menced the study of medicine with his 
brother-in-law, Dr. Samuel K. Wilson of 
I.ewes, in the same house where Dr. Houston 
now resides. This house known as “ Gover- 
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where he re- 





nor'’s Hall,” was built by Col. David Hall of 
Dr. Wilson dying in 
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1840, the late Dr. Henry F. Hall, of Lewes, 


became his preceptor. He graduated in 1842 
from the Jefferson Medical College and 
practiced his profession, with great suc-| 


cess, in Lewes, till 1856, when he removed to 


~ his farm near the town, and as far as possible, 


relinquished his practice. In Sept , 1861, he en- 
tered the army as surgeon of the Second Regi- 
ment of Delaware Volunteers, and was in its 
encampments on the Eastern Shores of Mary- 


land and Virginia, till May. 1862, when his 


Regiment joined the army of the Potomac in| 


front of Richmond, on the Chickahominy, just 
after the battle of Fair Oaks, where it was at- 
tached to the Second Brigade of the First Di- 
vision of the Second Army Corps. He served 
with it through the seven days’ battle which 
soon followed,terminating with that of Malvern 
Hill. After the battle of “Antietam he became 
Brigade Surgeon, filling that position till after 
the battle of Chancellorvillein 1863, and in the 
following fall was appointed Surgeon-in-chief 
of the First Division of the second corps, and 
served as such, on the staff of General Han- 
cock, then in command of the Division, in the 
battle of Fredericksburgh the next December, 
and in the battie of Gettysburg the follow- 
ing July. He continuea as Surgeon-in-chief 
of that division on the staff of General Francis 
Barlow through all the battles in which it 
was engaged during the campaign of 1864, 
until the army set down in the rear of Peters- 
burg in July of that year. His regiment had 
now become very much reduced, and as their 
three years of enlistment had expired and 
there were not enough veterans to re-form an- 
other, they were not re-enlisted and he retired 
from the army. Soon after his return home, 
however, a special regulation was adopted 
to meet suchcases,and he was offered the same 
position without a regiment, but declined it, 
being fully satisfied that the war was near its 
close. In May, 1878, Dr. Houston was ap- 
pointed Treasurer of the Junction and Break- 
water, the Breakwater and Frankford, and the 
Worcester railroad companies, which position 
he still occupies. In politics he is a Republi- 
can, and was one of the few men, in his lo- 
cality, who cast their votes for Mr Lincoln in 
1860. In 1874 and again in 1876, he was the 
nominee for the Legislature, but the ticket 
was defeated. He is a member of the Presby- 
terian church at Lewes, and in 1575, was ap- 
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pointed an elder and trustee, He was mar- 
ried in 1842, to Miss Hannah Bell, 
who died in 1850. 


of Lewes, 
He was again married, in 
1856, to Miss Comfort Tunnell Hitchens, also 
of Lewes. Their surviving children are John 
Selby and Robert Griffith Their 
only daughter, Elizabeth, died at the age of 
Conscientious in the performance 
of his duties a faithful friend and useful citi- 
zen, Dr. Houston is highly esteemed by al! 
who know him. 


Houston. 


five years. 


Are ARLISLE, PAR 1S TOW ’NSEND, Cap- 


= <AT italist, Frederica,was born in that town, 


oe Dec. 15, 1834, the only child of Paris 
he Ty and’ Rachel* (Lull) Carlisle. ~ “His 


©” father was in early life a Ma vefant at 
Fork Landing and Frederica,and was remarka- 
bly successful. Commencing life with only 
$1000, he retired with a fortune at the early 
age of thirvy years. He wasa self-made man, 
of excellent, upright, christian character. 
Born in Bridgeville, Jan. 4, 1802, his parents 
removed, in his boyhood, toatarm near Fred- 
erica, where he grew to manhood. He was well 
educated and had a superior mind, and was the 
legal adviser of the town and the surrounding 
country ; preparing most of the legal docu- 
ments. He died, Dec. 9, 1871. His father, 
John Carlisle, who married Margaret Griffith 
was a leading farmer and local preacher. He 
had four children ; John, Paris T., Dr. Samuel 
Griffith, and Sallie, who married Jocl Carlisle, 
not arelative. Rachel (Luff) Carlisle, born 
April 22, 1793, was the daughter of Nathaniel 
and Sarah (Powell) Luff. . Her father was the 
third son of Nathaniel and Ann Luff. The 
family has been prominent in the history of 
Kent. Mrs. Carlisle had previously been mar- 
ried twice, first to Dr. George Barrett, by 
whom she had two children, both of whom 
died unmarried ; secondly to Jacob Boone, and 
married Paris T. Carlisle, July 4. 1833. She 
died, August 18, 1867. Paris T. Carlisle, Jr., 
received his early education in Frederica and 
Newark, and entering Delaware college at 
sixteen, graduated A.B. in 1853. In 1856, 
under the firm name of Carlisle & Son, he 
joined his father in general mercantile business, 
embracing lumber and building material. Their 
lumber yard occupied all the upper part of the 
town, and the same space Mr. Carlisle has 
since covered with dwellings. Frederica was 
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at that time a commercial andshipping centre 
of importance and they were very successful. 
At the beginning of the war they retired, but 
in 1865 Mr. Carlisle resumed business alone. 
In 1872 he took into partnership James Moxon, | 
a young man whom he hadbrought up. They, 
sold outin 1875 and Mi, Carlisle has since | 
given his time to the care of his estate. He 
owns in that vicinity, eight farms of valuable | 
land, aggregating 2,500 acres, chiefly devoted | 
to cereals, and also much town property. The | 
family were Whigs and devoted to the Union. 
He was nominated for the Senate, in 1874, by 
the Republicans, and ran ahead of his ticket, | 
but the party were unable to carry the elec- 
tion. Uniting with the M. E. Church in 1871 
he was for seven years superintendent of the 
Sabbath school, and has been steward. He 
was married, Feb., 9, 1858, to Miss Jennie A., 
daughter of John and Phoebe B. (Bessoick) 
Smith. Five of their ten children are living ; 
Linda, wife of Rev. Edward L. Hubbard of 
the Wilmington Conference ; Paris T., Jr. ; 
Rachel ; Mary Blanche and Lester Luft. 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
\ 
| 
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e0, HAKESPEARE,WM. McINTIRE, Sr.* 


CG 


ce late of Dover, born, Jan. 10, 1819, near 
es) Christiana, was the eldest son of Ben- 
jamin Shakespear, of White Clay Creek 
hundred, and Mary, his wife, daughter 
of William McIntire, of the same place. The 
last named was the eldest son and heir of Al- 
exander McAntier, a large landed proprietor. 
Benjamin Shakespear was the youngest son of 






*AMERICAN LINEAGE — 

Pierre Cresson, Huguenot exile, b. oa family estates, Cresson Manor, near 
Abbeville, Picardy, 1609, filed to Holland 1640 and entered service of Prince 
of Orange, came to America 1657, first magistrate of Harlem, 1660, memb, 
of D. Reformed ch: his wife Rachel Coos, joins in his will 1673. Besides 5 
others they had issue F¥acgues Cresson, land holder and military officer ot 
Harlem 1660, wno m. 1663 Ware Renard, of Huguenot parentage, whose 
will was proved 1710 at Philadelphia. Besides 7 others they had issue Solo- 
mon Cresson, last of Philadelphia, whose descendants still reside there, and ; 
Rachel Cresson, b. at N. Y. 1682; m. at Philadelphia 1705 Henry Sluyter, 
of Buhemia Manor, Md., 1698, sonof Hendrick Sluyter of Wesel, Germany 
who was educated at Leyden for the ch. and was a bro. of Dr. Petrus Sluy- 
ter, the Labadist Bishop and Missionary. Henry's sister Elizabeth was the 
1st wife of his partuer, Samuel Bayard of the Manor, by whom she left issue. 
Henry d. 1722 leaving issue by Rache! Cresson two child. of whom one was 
Elizabeth Sluyter, co whom and her child. was left by will, 1746, of her uncle 
Solomon Cresson estate of lands and mills on Red Cl. Creek, Del. She m. 
1729 [saac Hersey, b. ante 1700 of Huguenot ancestors who fled to Gerinany 
from province of Maine in France where the chiefs of this family had been | 
Seigneurs de Herce for centuries. Isaac purchased lands and mills, west of 
Christiana, in Del. where he settled 1720 and d. ante 1768. His wife Eliza- 
beth d. 1772 of Mill Cr. Hund., leaving issue besides two others, Solomon 
Hersey, and Lsaac Hersey. The latter ot Mill Cr. Hundred, m. 1774 Jane, 
wid. of Alex. McAntier and was by her the father of the late Father John 
Hersey, the renowned Methodist Missionary and Preacher. ‘[he hoine of 
Isaac was one of the rst in Del. opened to Methodist ministers, Bishop 
Asbury often sojourning there. Solomon Hersey, b. 1730; m_ ante 1752 
Elizabeth, was then of Miil Cr. Hund. Purchased 1754 Labadie Mills, on 
Bohemia Manor, from uncle Benj. Sluyter, and 1755 rec. lands adj. St. Au- 
gustine ch. of his gr. mother Rachel, nee Cresson. In his house 1771 the rst 
Meth. Soc. on Eastern Shore was founded. He afterwards returned to Mill 
Cr. Hund. where he d, 1801, having had issue besides others, Sava/,b. 1763, 
who 1791 m. 2d William McIntire of White Clay Cr. Hund,, Del., b. 1762, 
oldest son and heir of A derander McA ntier of same, by Jane, dr. of Adam 
Barr of same place. Alexander, b. 171: was oldest son and chief heir of 
Samuel Mc an Teer, a Presbyterian, who with family immigrated to Del. 
from north of Ireland having purchased estate in White CL Cr. Hund. 1742. 





DELAWARE, 


Samuel Shakespeare, of Coventry, Eng., (born 
1731, died 1793,) who, with his family and his 
three brothers, David, Thomas, and Stephen, 
came to Philadelphia about 1769, they being 
Baptist dissenters. Samuel afterwards re- 
moved to Delaware. Having been so short a 
time in the country at the outbreak of the 
Revolution, these brothers remained Icyalists, 
and David and Stephen went to New York, 
from whence, in 1783, they went to Nova 
Scotia, where they received grants of land. 
David afterwards removed to Delaware, where 


he died in 1800, without issue, leaving a large 


estate. In the different lines of his descent, 
William McIntire Shakespeare inherited also 
the blood of Huguenots and of Scotch 
covenanters. He received a common English 
education which was completed at the Newark 
academy, after which he spent several years 
in Philadelphia. He studied medicine for a 
few months,but not finding it to his taste, pur- 
chased, with his father’s assistance, a farm, a 


| flour mill and saw mill, in the vicinity of New- 


ark, and commiciiced the occupation of his life, 
which was that of a timber merchant. Here 
his talent for business and the irrepressible 
activity and energy of his nature soon laid the 
foundation of success. Obliged, in a few years, 
to seek a wider field and more abundant ma- 
terials, he removed, in the spring of 1854, with 
his family, to Dover, having purchased the 
Dover Milis, one of the most extensive water 
powers in Delaware. Here with greatly in- 
creased facilities he soon became one of the 
largest ship timber manufacturers of the At- 





His wife Wary joined in will 1748, He wasof a Highland Scotch family for- 
merly seated at Glencoe. Welar McIntire who, under influence of his 
step-father Isaac Hersey, early become a Methodist, was a local preacher, 
and the founder of old Salem Church. Bishop Asbury was often his guest, 
William d. 1834, leaving issue, besides a son who d. s. p. and a dr. who left 
issue, adr. Mary b. 1799, and now res. of Wilmington. She m. 1817 Ben- 
Jamin Shakespear of White Cl. Cr. Hund., who was b. 1788, the youngest 
son of Samuel Shakespeare, formerly of Coventry, Eng., b. 1731, m. 1765 
Susanna, b. 1746, dr. of William Mister, oldest son of William Mister, 
gent. of Coventry, of whom she was co-heir in 1759. Samuel with three 
bros. came to Amer. 1769, and finally settled in Wh. Cl. Cr Hund., Del., 
where he d. 1793, and was bur. at Iron Hill Bapt. Ch. Benj. Shakespear d. 
1854, and was bur. at Salem Ch., which adjoired his lands. He left issue: 
Wm. MclI. Shakespeare, Sr.; Benj. Asbury nowd. s. p.; Stephen now Prof, 
in Litton Springs College, Cal.; Charles Parker, of Nevada, of which State 
he has several times been a legislator; Rebecca, who m. 1849 Alex. Barr 
Crawford now dec. of Glasgow, Del., and by him has issue now living, Rev. 
John Crawford of New Jersey M. E. Conference, Anna Ida, and Alexander 
Barr; Elizabeth, now of Wilmington. /Villiam Mc/ntire Shakespeare, Sr., 
formerly of Pencader Hund, last of Dover, b. 1819, m. 1843, Catharine, dr. 
of Edward Haman, of Wh. Cl. Cr. Hund., b. 1788 and d. 1846, son of 
Catharine Katz of N J. by William Haman, b. in Eng. circ. 1757, came to 
Amer, circ. 1774, and rst settled in Lower Penn’s Neck, Salem county, N. 
J, afterwards removed to Del. Ed. Haman m. 1819 Aeédvcca, b. 1798, dr. 
of Fames Smith, of New Castle Hund. b, 1771, d. 1856, of Insh Presbyte- 
rian ancestry, m. rst 1792 Redecca Morton, descended trom early Swedish 
settlers upon Del. Wm. M. Shakespeare, Sr. d 1881, leaving surviving him 
his wife and the following issue:—1st Edward Oram Shakespeare, M. D., of 
Phila ; 2d Benj. Franklin Shakespeare, now of Chester, Pa, who m. Emma 
Laws adr. of James Laws and Priscilla (Stytes) Heverin of Dover,and has 
issue a dr, Kate Haman, and a son Franklin Heverin; 3d James Haman 
Shakespeare, lawyer, of Phila, who m Ann dr. of said Heverin; 4th William 
Meintire Shakespeare, Jr, of Dover, whom, Eliza Walker, another dr. of 
said Heverin; 5th George Oscar Shakespeare, now of Wilmington; 6th Louis 
Shakespeare, now of Wilmington, 
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lantic seaboard. During the late rebellion he, these three sons being the daughters of James 
manufactured millions of fect of white oak L. and Priscilla (Stytes) Heverin, of Dover. 
for the navy yards of the Atlantic, and forthe) The remaining children are George Oscar, 
dock yards of the most important ship | born Oct. 6, 1856; Louis, now of Wilmington, 
builders in America. A’ paralysis of the) born Dec. 8, 1858, and Victor Arden Fitzwil- 
shipping interest, however, followed the war, | liam, born Oct. 2,1865, and died Nov. 2, 1869. 
causing the financial ruin of many shipbuilders | William M. Shakespeare, Sr., was tall, erect 
some of whom owed him large sums. This,| and well proportioned, having a large, power- 


together with the decline in real estate, in 
which he was largely interested, so under- 
mined his resources that, in a year, his for- 
tune was swept away. 


disturbed he started again in the race, and 
the advantages of his extensive business oper- 
ations were reaped, not by himself alone, but 
also by the community. His politics were 


those of a Jeffersonian Democrat and he could | 


ably defend his political sentiments when oc- 
casion demanded. From 1873 to 1877, he rep- 
resented his county in the State Senate, where 
he was conspicuous for zealous attention to 
the interests of his constituents and to the 
welfare of the State. 
of the Legislature for the last session of his 
term, although not a candidate, he received 
the votes of nearly half of his colleagues for 
the office of President of the Senate. During 
both sessions he was chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Corporations. He wasa trustee of 
Dickinson college, and of the Wilmington 
Conference Academy at Dover. Mr. Shakes- 
peare united inearly life with Old Salem (Meth- 
odist) church, in White Clay Creek hundred, 
‘which his maternal grandfather, William Mc- 
Intire mainly founded in 1807. He transferred 
his membership to the M. E. church at Dover, 
on removing to that town, and at once be- 
came one of its chief supports. He was early 
elected one of the stewards of the church, and 
fora number of years was president of its 
Board of Trustees. He married, in 1843, 
Catherine, eldest daughter of Edward and Re- 
becca (Smith) Haman, of White Clay Creek 
hundred, and had the following children; Dr. 
Edward O. Shakespeare, of Philadelphia; Ben- 
jamin Franklin Shakespeare, of Chester, Pa., 
born Feb. 19, 1848, married Nov. 30, 1870, 
Emma Laws Heverin, and has two children ; 
James Haman Shakespeare, attorney-at-law, 
Philadelphia ; William McIntire Shakespeare, 
of Dover, born, Aug. 15, 1852, married June 3, 
1874, Eliza Walker Heverin, the wives of 
62 


As brave, as kind, as} 
energetic as ever, the serenity of his spirit un- | 











Upon the organization | 


‘ful frame; kindness and decision were his 
| most prominent traits, and his quiet, gentle 


disposition, and christian character gained him 
general esteem. He died May 1, 1881, and it 
was felt and expressed that, in him, the state 
had lost one of its most valued and honored 


citizens. 


ces DAMS,WILLIAM BACON, Merchant, 


ere 





SS Wilmington, was born in Philadelphia, 
a Nov. 21, 1841, the youngest child of 
REO) John and Eleanor (King) Adams. John 

Ooo Adams who was born in 18co, and was 
a painter by trade, died in 1842 before this son 
was a year old. The widow thus left without 
means, succeeded. by her own brave efforts in 
raising her little family of seven children, care- 
fully and in respectability. Mr. Adams had 
but limited educational advantages, attending 
the old public school at Twelfth and Wistar 
streets, and a pay school for a few months, but 
before his ninth birthday his school days closed 
and he was put at service as an errand-boy to 
assist in the common support. At the age of 
sixteen he became an apprentice to learn the 
business of manufacturing trunks, at which he 
continued till 1860, when he came, asa clerk, 
to Wilmington. In 1862 he enlisted as a pri- 
vate in the first Delaware Battery under the 
command of Captain Benjamin Nields, serving 
bravely and faithfully the cause of his country 
on the field of honor for three years. Receiving 
an honorable discharge at the end of his term 
of service, he again took up his residence in 
Wilmington, and in 1866 entered into a part- 
nership with his brother, Joseph K. Adams, in 
the dry goods and notion business, in which 
they have been very prosperous, have built 
up a large trade and theirs has become one of 
the most substantial houses in the city. A 
more particular account of their business will 
be found in the Industrial department of this 
work. In politics Mr. Adams is an enthusias- 
tic Republican. Heisamember and trustee of 
the Second Baptist church of that city; a 
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member of the Independent order of Odd! 
Fellows ; of the Knights of Pythias ; 
the Grand Army of the Republic. He was 
married in 1877 to Miss Sallie P., daughter of 
Henry D. Bains, Esq., of Philadelphia. They 
have one child; Caroline B. Adams. 


(EY or N, WILLIAM MADDOCK, late 
of Philadelphia, was born in that city 





- ward J.,and Mary (Maddock) Crippen. 


"Se kre means of his parents enabled him | 
to enjoy every advantage which the city| 


afforded, and he grew up the joy of the home 
circle, and watched with affectionate and 
admiring interest by others. His taste in- 
clining him to commercial life, he early 
familiarized himself with all the details of his 
‘father's business, and also spent three years 
‘ in the employ of Thomas, Roberts & Com- 
pany, wholesale grocers. Having thus ac- 
quired an ample experience, he was, on the 
withdrawal of his uncle, John B. Maddock, 
from the firm of Crippen & Maddock, admitted 
in his place, and the firm assumed the name 
of E. J. Crippen & Company, which it still re- 
tains. Always mature, careful and conscien- 
tious, he here developed rapidly into the en- 
terprising, intelligent, thorough man of busi- 
ness, bidding fair to add new commercial 
honors to the name, which his esteemed father 
had made so prominent. He soon acquired an 
enviable reputation among the merchants of 
Philadelphia, taking a well defined position in 
the business world, and all his prospects most 
flattering. He united with rare mercantile ca- 
pacity, a delightful courtesy and winning 
grace, that instantly impressed in his favor all 
with whom he came in contact. Inthe Ma- 
sonic Fraternity he stood high, having con- 
nected himself with the Corinthian Lodge, 
No. 368, F. and A. M., Corinthian H. R. A 
Chapter, No. 250; and St. Albans Com- 
mandery, Knight Templars, No. 47, each of 
which attended his funeral in a body, and paid 
most fitting honors tohis memory. He left a 
young widow to mourn his loss, having been 
married in April, 1875, to Miss Elizabeth, 
daughter of John M. Evans, carpet merchant 
of Philadelphia. His final sickness was brief, 
and his untimely death, May 28, 1882, camc 
with sudden and crushing force on his family 
and friends. Throughout the business and 


and of received with deepand sincere regret ; 


a Dec. 18, 1852; the eldest child of Ed- | 
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; social circles of the city, the intelligence was 
many 
| notices of his brief but most full att noble 
| life, were given by the press of the city, and, 
| Pe rhaps, never has the funeral of so young a 
| Person been so largely attended. In the re- 
|spect paid to him in death, in the heartfelt 
sympathy called forth from even the most 
casual acquaintance, and in the beautiful 
memory he left behind him, his friends have 
ij all that earth can afford to soften the bitter- 
/ness of their bereavement. 


“Sad ALES, HON. JOHN. Lawyer of Wil- 

i mington and U.S. Senator from Del- 
~* aware, was born at New Haven, 
Conn., July 31, 1783. He was de- 
scended from Nathaniel Wales who 
landed in Boston, 1635, whose great grandson, 
Rev. John Wales, graduated at Harvard 1728, 
married a lady by the name of Leonard, great 
grand daughter of James Leonard who was 
| the first iron manufacturer on the continent of 
America, at Kaynham, Mass. His son, Rev. 
Samuel Wales, D.D.,professorin the Theological 
school at New Haven, was father of the subject 
of this sketch. His mother, Catharine (Miles) 
Wales, was a good and wise woman to whose 
care he was early left by the death of his 
father, and until the end of his long life the 
son omitted no fitting opportunity of praising 
her virtues and honoring her memory. He 
was a graduate of Yale, of the class of 1801, 
and pursued his legal studies with his brother- 
in-law, Seth P. Staples. With numerous let- 
ters of introduction he left home. The late 
Chas. Chauncey, of Philadelphia, advised him to 
settle in that city, but he finally accepted the 
invitation of James M. Broom, and formed a 
law partnership with that gentleman in Wil- 
mington, and in 1815, was, on motion of Nicho- 
las Van Dyke, enrolled a member of the Del- 
aware bar. This firm continued until 1819, 
when Mr. Broom removed to Philadelphia. Mr. 
Wales had by this time established an indepen- 
dent reputation and position which, for thirty 
years, rendered him familiar to the people and 
Courts of the State, and the earlier Delaware 
Reports show how large was his practice. 
His chancery business was very large, and his 
natural and acquired abilities, fitted him for 
laborious professional duties. A gentleman of 
quick sensibilities and large smypathy, he 
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made his client’s case his own, and relaxed 
no effort till his cause was gained or success 
became hopeless. He is now remembered and 
honored for his unbought professional ser- 
vices in behalf of that class of beings who were 


without personaland political rights,who need- | 
{ 


ed help in the dark days when slavery hunted 
its victims. He met odium for this then; let his 
memory have honor now, for never deserting the 
helpless. Not favoring the system of slavery 
he always opposed its extension. He took 
great interest in the prosperity of his adopted 
home, and was prompt to give assistance to all 


plans for the moral or material improvement of | 


the city and State. He was one of the original 
promoters of Delaware college ; the President 
of one of the oldest banks in Wilmington; a 
director in the first Fire Insurance Co, of the 
State ; he bore a leading part in obtaining the 
city charter of Wilmington, and also in the 
earliest steps taken to get a railroad connec- 
tion between Baltimore and Philadelphia vza 
Wilmington. He belonged to the Whig 
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cesses of 1863 gave him assurances that. his 


| hopes for the nation’s unity and success wouid 
, be secured in the struggle. 


Mr. Wales had an 


)attractive person, was of medium height, pos- 


sessing an easy address and fine social quali- 
ties. He was popular in the highest and best 


| sense with the public,and the idol of his home, 


| 





'carrying into the evening shades of his life 


an unclouded intellect, and died, giving evi- 
dence of the faith of a christian, and express- 
ing his devout thankfulness to God for un- 
numbered blessings. He died, Dec. 3, 1863, in 
his eighty-first year. He married, June 12, 
1820, Miss Ann, only daughter of Major Jno. 
Patten, a granddaughter of Rev. Jno. Miller, 
of Kent county,a woman of superior qualities 
of mind and heart, whose death occured Nov. 
10, 1843. Two sons and three daughters sur- 
vived their parents, viz: Leonard E., (see 
sketch of Judge Wales.) Dr. John P., Mayor of 
Wilmington ; Catharine B., Matilda C., and 
Josephine. 


school of politics, was an ardent admirer of eee LAIR, CHARLES sALBERT, “one vof 


Webster, Clay, and other chiefs of that now 
historic party, and took his full share on the 
hustings when ‘‘stump speeches” were more 
needed than now. He was appointed Secre- 
tary of State in 1845, and in 1849 was elected 


by the State Legislature, to the United States 


- Senate,to fill the unexpired term of Hon. J. M. 


Clayton, who had become a member of Gen. 
Taylor's cabinet. In 1851 the Democratic 
party obtained control, and James A. Bayard 
succeeded him. His being selected to fill 
this high position was a just tribute to his 
abilities, and the highest mark of respect 
for his character, as well as a_ recogni- 
tion of services rendered his party. He 
now virtually retired from the active prac- 
tice of the law, but was deeply interested in 
the questions which grew more imperious and 
absorbing, and which were hurrying the 
nation into the vortex of civil war; and 
though advancing years forbade his entering 
on the labors of a political canvass, he took 
care to have it known that he was hostile to 
every form of secession. When the war was 
upon us he shared the deepest anxiety of the 
patriotic Unionist, and was in sympathy with 
the policy and principles of the Republican 











dg the proprietors of the Milford Basket 
C Company, etc., was born in Lebanon, 
x, Madison county, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1843. 

© His father, Augustus G. Blair, was a 
farmer, and with his wife, Olive (Hitchcock) 
Blair, now resides in Johnsonsburg, Wyoming 
county, N. Y., where they removed in ‘1854. 
Mr. Blair owns land near that town. They 
had two other children, George A., a shirt 
manufacturer in St. Louis, and a daughter, 
Olive R., who died in 1869, at the age of six- 
teen. John D. Blair, the father of Augustus, 
was a farmer, and removed to Madison county 
from Massachusetts. He died in 1857, at the 
age of eighty-six. He married Achsah Lindsay, 
who is still living in her eighty-ninth year. 
The father of John D., was James Blair, also 
a farmer, who moved from Massachusetts to 
Mendon, N. Y., and lived to the great age of 
104. years. 
both sides were among the early settlers of 
New England, and were from Scotland and 
England. Charles A. Blair graduated from 
the Genesee and Wyoming Seminary, after 
which he wasa clerk and bookkeeper in John- 
sonsburg and Buffalo. In 1869 he became book- 





keeper for the old American Basket Company, © 


Party, nor did Providence permit his eyes to!at New Britain, Conn, remaining till 1874, 
close upon his country until the military suc-| when he came to Milford to take the general 


The ancestors of the family on , 
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Management of the Basket Factory at that | plish much in life, and began to lay his plans 
place, but in the following January he with-| 


drew from this position, and with Mr. Theron 


an industry of their own, an account of which 


Of-this business Mr. Blair has had the entire | 


management, and has been remarkably suc- 
tation as a business 


sioner in Milford. He joined the Free Masons 


in 1865, and has passed the Master’s chair. In| 
1872 he united with the Congregational Church | 


in New Britain, and is now a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in Milford. He was mar- 


New Britain. 
Blair. 
to lose his wife. 
Miss Adelia, daughter of Imly Viets of New 
Britain. They have three children; Cyrus 
Hart, Nevia Louisa, and Nellie Adelia. 






% mington, was born near Linden, Ly- 
As. coming county, Pa., Sept. 11, 1848. His 
father, James Winner, an orthodox 
Quaker, was a descendant of the Car- 
penter family, who, with the Winners, came 
from England. He pursued the business of 
farming and lumbering till 1870, when he re- 
tired and settled in Williamsport, Pa. In his: 
youth he also had a desire to prepare himself 
for the profession of dentistry and was de- 
terred from it only by the opposition of his 
parents. He is aman of decided ability and 
force of character, shrewd in business, and has 
excellent judgment. He always hada pas- 
sionate fondness for books and reading, and 
was conversant with all current events and 
matters pertaining to affairs of state. In 
early life, he, with his wife, Mary S. (Wheeler) 
Winner, became connected with the M. E. 
church, of which they have always been con- 
sistent members. He also served for many 
years as steward and superintendent of the 
Sunday School. 


cated in the common schools, the labors 


of the farm, however, interfering greatly with | 
‘his regular attendance. 
many thoughts of the future, early becoming | 


He, however, had 


impressed with the idea that he could accom- 


His son, James S., was edu- | 


accordingly. These once formed, he kept 


| steadily in view and followed them out with 
H. Camp of New Britain, Conn., established | 


great determination. He has beenthe architect 


|of his own fortunes, and is a truly self-made 
will be found in our Industrial Department. | 





| 








man. After the family removed to Williams- 


port he applied himself diligently to his books, 


| and entered the Williamsport Commercial Col- 
cessful, making for himself an excellent repu- | 
man and a citizen. In! 
March, 1879, he was elected Town Commis- | 


lege, from which he graduated in 1872. In 
1873 he commenced the study of dentistry, and 
in 1876 graduated from the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Dental Surgery. He first practiced his 
profession abont five months in Philadelphia, 
and in August, 1876, entered into partnership 
with Dr. E. Shelp, of Wilmington, with whom 


ihe continued until January, 1879, when it was 
ried, in 1865, to Miss Ellen E. Woodford, of | 
They had one child; Orlando R. | 
In Dec., 1872, he had the misfortune | 
In March, 1875, he married | 


dissolved by mutual consent. Dr. Winner, 
then, at the solicitation of his Philadelphia 
patrons, opened an office at 1402 North 
Thirteenth street, in that city. Dr. Shelp, in 
the meantime, had become dissatisfied and 
desired to remove to Wilkesbarre, Pa., and 


| Dr. Winner, knowing that it was a good open-* 


ing, bought his practice in Wilmington, to 


INNER, JAMES M., Dentist of Wil- | which place he returned March 25, 1874, still 


giving two days in each week to his Philadel- 
phia office. He was cordially received by his 
many friends in Wilmington, and his practice 
increased so rapidly that he was soon com- 
pelled to close his Philadelphia office. His 
thorough knowledge of his profession, and his 
superior skill, gained him a reputation that 
brought him patients from all parts of the State, 
and many of the most prominent families of 
the city brought him their friends from other 
states. His time being now much more than 
occupied, he is ably assisted by his younger 
brother, J. P. Winner, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and who has become 
very proficient. Also, to accommodate his in- 
creasing business, he purchased, in 1882, the 
property of the late George N. Sparks, 605 
King street, which he intends fitting up to 
meet the demands of his large practice. Dr. 
Winner was married October, 28, 1879, to Miss 
Lizzie B. Keene, of Wilmington. 


Pay KAY, READ JENNINGS, M. D., 
ea Wilmington, was born in St. Louis, 
we Feb. 6, 1843. His father, Harrison 
Shi 1D he B. McKay, wasa merchant. He was 

“<> born in Kentucky and died. in 1849. 


He married Sarah, daughter of Rev. Obadiah 
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Jennings, a Presbyterian minister in Steuben- 
ville Ohio, afterwards,and till his death, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian church in Nashville, 
Tenn. Mr. Jennings married, in Wilmington, 
Ann Wilson, who resided in the family of 


Thomas Read, D. D., to whom she was related, | 
Her birth place was Middletown in this State, | 
The father of Mr. Jennings was alsoaclergy- | ¢ 
men of the same church, at Brandenberg, N. J. | 
Dr. McKay was brought up by his father’s | 


relatives in Missouri, and graduated B.A., 
from the Lincoln Academy in that State in 
1861. In his nineteenth year he entered the 
army and served four years in the ranks, in 
the First Missouri Brigade,C.S. A. He was 
in seventeen pitched battles, was four times 
taken prisoner, and once escaped. October 4, 
1862, he was shot through the left lung and 
‘laid up for six months, but was perfectly re- 
stored. The war having closed he matricula- 
ted at the Bellevue Medical college, graduat- 
ing M. D., in 1867. He practiced one year on 


!oculists and aurists of the country. He was 
imarried in 1873. He ts a gentleman of stand- 
‘ing in the community, and is a member and 
trustee of the First Presbyterian church of 
| Wilmington. 


Cf 4 8 ciate Judge of the Superior Court of 
‘EAS. the State, son of. Hon. John and Ann 
eee atten) Wales, was born at Wil- 
| @ mington, Nov. 26, 1823. His school 
days were distributed among several acade- 
‘mies, his preparation for college being com- 
/pleted at the Hopkins Grammar School, New 
Haven, from which he entered the Freshman 
class at Yale. On his graduation, in 1845, he 
read law in his father’s office, and in the spring 
of 1848, was admitted to the bar. He located 
in Wilmington and for two years was associa- 
ted with the late John A. Allderdice in editing 
‘the Delaware State Fournal, then the organ of 
ithe Whig party of the State. For several 





Staten Island. and afterwards in N. Y. city | years he was clerk of the United States Courts 
till August, 1877. The catalogue of the above | for the Delaware District, under the appoint- 
college says: ‘‘McKay,Read Jennings, A. M., | ment of the late Judge Willard Hall. In July, 
1867, New York city, #872, attending surgeon | 1853, he was elected city solicitor of Wilming- 


Bureau of Med. and Surg. Relief for out-door 
poor, ’69 to ’71, and from 1872-77. Assistant 
surgeon, New York Eye ard Ear Infirmary 
from 1869 to'76. District Physician N. Wes- 
tern Dispensary 1869-71. Assistant Demons- 
trator of Anatomy, sessions of ’69 and ’70, and 
’70 and ’71, and assistant to the chair of Oph- 
thalmology, Bel. Hos. Med. Col. 1872 to 1877.” 
While engaged as above he had, in addition, a 


'ton, and re-elected the following year. In 
April, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Co. E., 
Ist Regiment of Delaware Vols., organized 
junder the call of President Lincoln for 
75,000 men to serve three months, and was 
chosen Second Lieutenant. The Regiment 
was assigned to the not very arduous duty of 
iguarding the line of the Philadelphia, Wil- 
/mington and Baltimore Railroad, south of the 








considerable private practice. In 1871 and | Susquehanna river, and was mustered out of 
1872 Dr. McKay was in London and Paris |service at the expiration ofits term. In May, 
pursuing his medical studies. He is now a; 1863, he was appointed Commissioner of the 
member of the American Ophthalmological | Board of Enrollment for Delaware, whose 
Society, the American Otological society, the | duty it was to prepare for the drafts rendered 
American Medical Association and the Dela-!necessary to fill the wasting ranks of the 
ware State Medical Society. It wasasan eye; Union armies. This position which, like its 
and ear specialist that he established himself} predecessors, came without solicitation on his 
in Wilmington in 1877, where he was soon re- | part, involved the discharge of harassing and 
garded as authority, being the only oculist | unpopular duties. Decisions on claims of ex- 
and aurist in the State. He has the entire|emption from military service, and on the 
confidence and esteem of the profession and to | qualifications of substitutes offered for those 
him most of the difficult cases are referred by | who had been, or were liable to be, drafted, 
general practitioners throughout the State.|could hardly fail of causing dissatisfaction 
His reputation however extends far beyond its | when they were adverse to the persons inter- 
_limits, his patients not unfrequently coming !ested. While still a member of the Board of 
from a great distance. Indeed his knowledge, | Enrollment, Governor Cannon appointed him 
skill and success place him among the first | Associate Judge for New Castle county, that 
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office having been made vacant by the resig- 
nation of Judge Milligan. Resigning the com- 
missionship he took the official oath and entered 
upon his judicial duties,Oct. 1, 1864. In politics 
Judge Wales had been a Whig by inheritance 
and association, but on the first organization 


DELAWARE. 


| Left an orphan at four years of age, and poor, 


his early advantages were few. He grew up 


on the farm, attending the public school only 


‘in winter, yet he was always in advance of 


others of his age. 
-at the high school in Lowell, Mass. 


of the Republican party in Delaware, in 1856, | 


he joined its ranks on a deliberate and consci- | 


entious conviction of the justice and patroitism 
of its policy and aims. Since his appointment 
to the bench he has abstained from ail active 
and personal participation in political or party 
contests beyond the exercise of the elective 
franchise. Judge Waies has taken great in- 
terest in the Historical Society of Delaware, of 
which he is now the president. He is a gen- 
tleman of quiet manners, and justly esteemed 
as a citizen and member of the State Judiciary, 
first 


JAMES, the 





Se y Delaware, was bornin county Kildare 
Q4%/ Ireland, early in the eighteenth 
Xow century, and emigrated to America 
in his youth, settling in Delaware, at or near 
what is now McDonough. His parents were 
Thomas and Jane (Coyel) McDonough. He 
married, in Delaware, Lydia, daughter of Peter 
Laroux, by whom he had six children: Dr. 
Thomas McDonough, the Major of Col. Has- 
let’s regiment, and father of the Commodore; 
Micah, James, John, Patrick and Mary. Patrick 
married Sarah McMunn, in 1784, and had nine 
children: Lydia, married Capt. James Allen; 
Mary, James, Augustine ; Eliza, married John 
Janvier, May 15, 1823; Hester, married Gassa- 
way Watkins; Kitty, William and Sally Ann. 
The name is also spelled Macdonough. 


ODGEMAN, STILLMAN A., Master 
\ Mechanic and Superintendent of Mo- 
f tive Power of the Philadelphia, Wil- 
mington & Baltimore Railroad Com- 
» pany, was born in Stoddard, N. H., 
April 18, 1831. His iather, Stillman A. ,senior, 
a shoemaker by trade, and a man of sterling 
character, died in 1835. He married Dorothy 
Joslin, whose father was an officer in the war 
of 1812. Mr. Hodgeman’s ancestors on both 
sides were among the early settlers of New 
Engiand. They were intelligent and indus- 
trious, and several have been distinguished in 
public affairs and in the learned professions, 





) 


| 





At sixteen he spent a year 
After 
working two years ina woolen mill, and on 
cotton machinery in Middlesex and Manches- 
ter, he returned to Lowell and entered the 


_works of the Lock and Canal Machine Com- 


pany, under a three years’ apprenticeship. 
After two years, his employer. Mr. Colby, re- 
moving to Philadelphia, he completed his ap- 
prenticeship at Waltham. His first experience 
in railroad and locomotive work was, in 1851, 
with Hinckley & Drury, Boston, andin 1852-3, 
he was with Hittinger & Cook, machine build- 
ers, at Charlestown. In 1854, Mr. David 
Upton, Mechanical Superintendent of the R. 
L. & N. F. railroad company, at Rochester, 
solicited Mr. Hodgeman to take a responsible 
position in these works. Mr. Upton wasa 
native of Stoddard, N. H., and well knew Mr. 
Hodgeman’s antecedents and ability. He was 
one of the ablest railroad men of his day, and 
under his instruction Mr. Hodgeman learned 
the railroad business thoroughly. After a 
year in the shops, he spent two years on the 
road as engineer, when, in 1857, he was made 
foreman of the repair shops, which position 
he filled with great ability and acceptance for 
several years. During that period a complete 
revolution took place in the construction of 
locomotives and railroad machinery, yet Mr. 
Hodgeman kept fully abreast of the times and 
attained a wide reputation among the railroad 
men of the country. In 1864 the P., W.& B. 
railroad company sought his services and he 
became Assistant Superintendent of motive 
power under G. M. Perry. In the spring of 
1872, he resigned, to become General Superin- 
tendent of the Wilmington & Western rail- 
road, which, under his able management, was 
completed the following October, when he ac- 
cepted the position he now holds, with his 
office in Wilmington. During these ten years 
he has constructed twenty-one locomotives. 
Everything pertaining to the building, repair- 
ing and running of locomotives is under his 
control,and his mechanics and engineers nume 
ber 550 men. Mr. Hodgeman is a thoroughly 
self-made man. His feet have pressed every 
round of the ladder, fromthat of the unknown 





of Broadkill hundred. 
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_ apprentice boy, to his present responsible po- | 


sition, and every step of advance has been | 
made by his own unaided efforts. He possesses, | 
in an eminent degree, the qualities which con- | 
stitute a successful and popular railroad officer; | 
promptness, accurate judgment and great ex-| 
ecutive ability. In politics he is a Republican, 
and when in Rochester was a member of the 
city council, and at the head of the fire de- 
partment. He is a member of the Masonic | 
order, and in 1868, organized in Wilmington 
the commandery of Knights Templar, of 
which he was the first commander. He isa 
member and trustee of the Second Baptist 
church of Wilmington. He was married in 
1859, to Miss Eliza H. Searles, of Cattaraugus 
county,N. Y., who died, July 26th, 1873, leav- 
ing two children ; George P., and Adelaide 
Eliza. He was again married in April, 1875, 
to Annie L. Wheaton of Delaware. Of their 
three children, two are living; Florence and 


Stillman A., Jr. 









sj USSELL, HON. GEORGE, of Milford, 
2) Proprietor of the Philadelphia Packet 
© Line and dealer and shipper of coal, 
wood, lumber &c., was born Oct. II, 
1829, near Drawbridge. His father was 
Robert Russell, a ship carpenter and farmer, 
He served in the war 
of 1812, under Col. S. B. Davis,and died, March 
12, 1859. He is buried on his farm known as 
the ‘‘ Manlove Russell” estate near Drawbridge. 
His mother was Sarah, daughter of Curtis 
Shockley, who was the son of Richard Shock- 
ley, who owned and lived upon the land upon 
which the town of Lincoln is now built. Mr. 
Russeil’s grandfather was Manlove Russell, 
who tived and died upon the ‘‘Russell” farmand 
isburied at the Landing upon what is known as 
the ‘“‘ Morris” farm. Mr. Russell was the eighth 
child and the seventh son of a family of nine. 
He was educated at home by a teacher em- 
ployed by his father who took great pride in 
the educational interest of his neighborhood. 
Just before becoming of age he went to Phila- 
delphia and learned the ship carpenter’s trade 
and continued under instructions for one year, 
when he went to work as journeyman, and 
afterwards as sub-contractor, in Phiiadelphia, 
New York and Boston. He continued to fol- 
low this business until 1857 when he returned 
to Delaware and in partnership with his brother 





DEPARTMENT. 495 


William, engaged in building vessels at Milton 
upon Broadkill Creek. This partnership con- 
tinued until the death of his brother, when, in 
the autumn of 1864, he located upon a farm 
situated near the town of Milford. In the 
spring of 1870 Mr. Russell began the coal and 
lumber business in the town of Millord, which 
he made a success; he disposed of this busi- 
ness, purchased a waterfront in South Milford, 
and built the extensive wharves extending 
210 feet on the river front upon the south side 
of the stream. Here he continued the coal 
and wood business to which he added a line of 
packets trading between that port and Phila- 
delphia, consisting of the following schooners ; 
Three Sisters, Anna €&. Russell and Martha 
Davis. The Three Sisters was built by Mr. 
Russell in 1874. The A. S. Russell in 1878, 
and the Martha Davis was purchased by him 
in 1879. These vessels are engaged in the 
transportation of wood, railroad ties and 
ship timber to Philadelphia, and freights 
coal, merchandize and fertilizers for the mer- 
chaitis aiid farmers of Milford aad vicinity. 
Mr. Russell is one of the most enterprising 
citizens of Milford and his character and stand- 
ing are well-known throughout the State. He 
is one of the largest shareholders in the Mil- 
ford Gas Light company, which was organ- 
ized in 1875, and the works were built upon 
the land supplied by him. He is one of the 
incorporators of the first National Bank of 
Milford, being one of the largest shareholders, 
and a director from its organization. In poli- 
tics he has always been a Democrat, and 
though not an extreme partisan has taken 
an active interest in the success of his party. 
In 1863 he was elected as State Senator 
from Sussex county for four years, and assisted 
in the election of Thomas F. Bayard for his 
first term in the United States Senate. Mr. 
Russell was united in marriage, March 12, 
1864, to Miss Mary S., daughter of John T. 
Conwell of Sussex county. They have four 
children all of whom are daughters. 





of New Castle county, was born on the 

z old homestead of his father, John C. 
cae Clark, near Delaware City, March 4, 
3 1832. An account of the family is given 
in the sketch of his father. His mother, Eliza- 
beth, eldest daughter of the late Major Philip 


as LARK, PHILIP REYBOLD, Sheriff of 
l 

WU 

bat 





a a ln ct 


a ee 
pt ir tc cc i nts teat nin 






A a en ye i 


7 i 
nd, ae rl 


° 4, id ‘= 
fo sv 3 hod ¢ syeynt eilliWy - p~ey at tinnoaeas taearg is one di 
‘ 4 4 ry [ ~~ itis ) ort rn ule rod exit ’ 22KV Se ni 















































tord il tp thsob ole line bevan acensenod oH ator sGobiiemaued this 
ido! od ORs vive off | -nwo ie ( eolfilen pads sarge srrscims 
: Oo nwo on 1 i Leinutia! jamie brig) om welugqor bre lneasoour &: 
h.on8t to yninge xs 3e97g bee tr srrybup stav032n, 2287 


octal | asitdy ie 6 ei-sd evitilog al cqaili 
: ,@2ouave 2 sbem ot | old Io redeem & eas sos#arl308 on 
; Mnetow p bose yntieg PET <5b o7i white baod oli tet bas fi ane ; 
he abe iw svi tye ord glind bre! vincent sels ) cederom ¢ ei oH pom 
‘wit aoqy tool a97i5 3d) po tes) oe noionimhW of basin 10) 884 nit Me 
fl i ol rmesite. ot lo lo”, wales aidyind. Yo yrobriemma’ 
' ol cizidveod nied beow bane | sei shh  aohiminos tevA orld eave uh 


7 - ic irs 

le Teg Jeo! Me dean a! maa es aban } ” et baasse off2 lo oSteutt bra 39d) 
- 2 * P « + ie 7. ‘ 
artiwol Lo oi bsivan enw oH nosgninnliW Yo doug 


bas \\suwwS te sek bate - 


SNE ES PONY) | ELEN aie on wahesd esha oxi ohaiged 


. 


L | = LEX wet Ry bis ry lu bs ify ori MS ga a. TINU0s 


5 2 Bi a lagna Hi 'sbisithA bre Pe | sy10 oo . norblidts was 
t faiwea aesw even ehiwalh os bos | ack lngA mt below niegn 2hw 5H. +h 
Sth es  oeyl. OF83 pi) yisds 10. .sieMsisG Qo notioodW tT sini 
Ti noi J@08"1 | bans sonmeldspaivil si ows oorblita soul 
' rr pith ) fri ql F | se oa 
i) 45 m i a 
) , 1 Ge siiils | bot ea OmOde 3 
$ I 1iag i | doting lity il: lo 
t ‘| L809 16 wqaite bee ws 
tives 7 is , 20 fhod e4w .o% 49¢m boo 
P gl selt 4 me lesa +oelen fH enbindicar@ 1eon OC8t 
< git « bot | wom bos ww tisq tad duie « erence 
i}; w silt At bswjean 4H beatin idbne 
. | doe bib hargivad Ae 46D verter 
nO pon ee ot wite ei oo bsred ee sh ors 
tod .b20HtrN, | opbind werd teen otetae “i sam 
© edi mom solsIewh BME | psy Ip tipveb dese’ aa oediom 
d ft 26.06 AND.) Sports bradyit to hoa odt eb aa 
oy qu r. noad trevil t 
orl sa (9) WOT By didsinkc® ne nivale 
Conk of 22uA avolneM saw-oyst anal 
OE hae een A sey me oqu tysit b bane bsvil 
1S 5 OAL ON snwons edu ao qu gniboet ois ‘ta sine > 
i rts 92° ari pel ; i? caw Neen ht ceo} ‘int a ‘I 
. tinw” ade Moan A | snitr Yo baie) £ to noe tinaves 5 bo bli c 
teIdgueb Cc yin ea OF POR! | LO Somsned. g id smond de boas ree y ot 
iT w.tinvos-xozeve Yo Hawnod| ra = 


si vbhiq tory food odds) id d bsvol 
; ng i slg manw to iis Mata y.! bo oltoded giva ait Yo deorasai Len oi B31 ™ m 


a ee te Pastel 0 4now ol a hid anima d S10}: 
to Red? IOI VA TINT AAA os Oy | oberte fen ile arly bones! beta 
of? no hiod caw ,vinvos sizecD wo } A his vigay ond 7 

 cdol ort eid Ao bestesmod blo ee bre pactons + i ‘ans 
', 6 dowM iD saewelsG onon Axel Pet leis uh “ni, rotaeTINOI-dt 
tovig ei vite) off lo tnwos0n BA ness, =o Bi “oh 4 unisaan 6H une 
- -sxil odzom 21H seta) sid Yo doseite ads nib el onlin sew yz! 
idZ aojaM 3a! sii? % roilguaeb wenee saad | pou d eit iw air 
=e 





PR OER RETRAIN 


OS rrr nr rE SSRN REESE MNS IRBNPNOSYT ONTO ewes 


490 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 


Reybold, (of whom also see notice,) is still! 
He attended the of fortune, and secure the knowledge of a 


iving at the homestead. 
public schools, and, at eighteen, the academy 
at Newark for two years, after which he as- 
sisted his father and took charge of the sale 
of peaches, etc., in Philadelphia. At the age 
of twenty-two he married Miss Emma, dauv hter 
of David Compton of Port Elizabeth, N. J., 
and settled on his own farm, near Hare’s 
Corner, where he resided till he was elected 
Sheriff of New Castle county, in November 
1880, on the Republican ticket, and by a 
handsome majority. He was nominated for 
that office in 1878, but the Republican party 


-was then so confident of defeat that no effort 


was made, and no candidates were nominated 
for Congress, or for the Legislature, yet Mr. 
Clark by his own energy and perseverance, as 
expressed by the opposition papers, ‘‘came 
within an ace of being elected Sheriff.” He has 
proved a faithful and popular officer, discharg- 
ing his varied duties in a manner reflecting 
credit upon himself and the position. The 


children of the tamily have been ten, of whom 


three are deceased. Those remaining are John 
Curtis, a farmer who is married and lives near 
Stanton; George W., Marion, Edwin, May, 
Bessie and Clara. Mr. Clark isa man of great 
energy and business ability, honorable in all 
his dealings with his fellow men, and highly 


. respected. 


ASTINGS, WASHINGTON, Repub- 
(5) lican Candidate for Congress (1882) 
y of the firm of Seidel, Hastings & Co., 
w Plate Iron Manufacturers, was born, 

in New Castle county, Sept. 15, 1837. 
At the age of twelve years he became a res- 
ident of the city of Wilmington and went to 
school at the old public school at Sixth and’ 
French streets, which at that time was the 
only one in the citv. After attending it for 
two years, at fourteen years of age entered 
the school of Theodore Hyatt, now Presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania State Military school 
at Chester. This school was then conducted 
in the old First Presbyterian Church building, 
at Tenth and Market streets, and now occu- 
pied by the State Historical Society. Here 
his continuance was a brief one, amounting 
to twelve months only, when, already begin- 





ning to feel the responsibility of preparing | 


for a mode of life which would meet his 


!needs, as a boy without the adventitious aids 


business to pave the way to a decent com- 
| petence upon reaching manhood, he appren- 
ticed himself to the hardware business in a 
| store in Wilmington, where he faithfully per- 
formed his allotted duties until he reached 
|the age of twenty-one years. He now ob- 
| tained a situation as clerk and book-keeper at 
the iron works at Tenth and Church streets, 
then known as the Wilmington Plate Iron 
Rolling Mills. It is now owned by Seidel, 
Hastings & Co., Washington Hastings being 
; one of the firm and the managing partner of 
'the business. Such are the external facts told 
in the simplest form of words, but the history 
of the young man clerk and book-keeper in 
those years can be readily suggested to us. 
How, with business capabilities of the highest 
order, with a character formed under 
the care of the church from a period 
before his manhood was reached, and 
with habits and tastes suited to the exigen- 


he nacced 
ne -nassed 





ere aerer, 


step by step upward to influence, means and 
honor, until now the party to whose fortunes 
he early attached himself, with unusual unan- 
imity of action, selected him as their candi- 
date for a seat in the Councils of the Nation. 
Of one thing the friends of Mr.. Hastings 
may be assured, that the workingmen of the 
city and State who know him, regard him as 
their friend; and his kindness as an employer, 
his large sympathy with them as a class, and 
his personal achievements, from a position 
such as their own boys now occupy to the one 
he now holds, make him to them an object of 
just pride, and to their sons one of emulation. 
As explaining the sources of success in life, 
Mr. Hastings, would tell you of his joining the 
St. Paul’s M. E. church when a youth of I9 
years, and of the influence of that act upon his 
subsequent career. In 1865 he joined with 
other members of the St. Paul’s church, in the 
organization of the Grace M. E. church, Ninth 
and West streets, now one of the most im- 
posing and beautiful in the country. Mr. 
Hastings isa member of its Board of trustees, 
and has been a teacher in its Sunday School 
since the church’s organization. He served 
as President of the Wilmington Board of 
Trade in 1874, and was one of its delegates 
to the Convention of Merchants and Manu- 
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facturers held in Washington, D.C., in 1876.) war with Great Britain, he was for three 
He is a director of the Artisans Savings bank, | months a volunteer in defence of Philadelphia. 
of Wilmington. and with quiet earnestness has | He worked two years at his tradein Marietta, 
supported, by his means and his influence, the | Pa., then went to St. Louis, remaining five 


various benevolent, moral and christian insti- 
tutions of the community. 

Until his nomination for Congress, in July, 
1882, he had never been a candidate for office 
of any kind, and only when convinced that. 
his acceptance would forward the success 
of the principles he has so long advocated, 
would he accept such nomination. He is ge- 
nial, frank and manly in his bearing, possess. 
ing fine natural abilities, and has, by self-cul- 
ture, become well-read on most subjects, and 
is an authority on commercial and industrial 
topics. Mr. Hastings was united in marriage, 
Sept. 20, 1864, to Miss Catharine, daughter of 
the late Samuel McCaulley, Esq., of Wilming- 
ton, and they have one child, William P. Hast- 
ings, a student of the Phillips Academy, And- 
over, Mass. 


Ze> ONES, MAJOR JOHN, late of Middie- 
4} town, was born in Appoquinimink hun- 
Xa dred, May 7, 1790. His parents were 
42 Griffith and Phebe (Offley) Jones. 










lution, and a prisoner on board the A’oe Buck. 
His father and grandfather both bore the name 


-of Griffith Jones, and, like himself, were farmers 


The first Griffith Jones and Michael Offley, 
the grandfather of Mrs. Jones, came over with 
William Penn, in 1682, the first being from 
Wales and the other from England. Griffith 
Jones was one of the members of Penn’s first 
Legislature, and some time afterwards settled 
in Appoquinimink, south of Blackbird creek. 
Michael Offley settled soon after his arrival, 
near the same place. His greatgrandson, 
Major Jones, lost both his parents when he 


_ was quite young, his father dying in Septem- 


ber, 1797, and he had few opportunities of 
education, but was observant and thoughtful, 
and possessed always a retentive memory and 
uncommon powers of mind. The practical 
knowledge that he acquired, evenin youth, was 
remarkable. He lived with a farmer till his 
twentieth year, when he went to Philadelphia 
and apprenticed himself to a brick mason for 
three years. There he often worked at night 
to obtain money to purchase books, which he 
carefully studied. In 1814, during the last 
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Griffith Jones was a soldier in the revo-. 


years, when he visited St. Domingo, Washing- 
ton, New York and other places, returning to 
Delaware in 1825, where he had much to do 
with founding Delaware City, and building 
Fort Delaware. A superior workman, and full 
of resource and energy, and much liked by 
every one, he made considerable money, but 
met with frequent losses, and, finally, in 1834, 
| purchased the farm called ‘‘Wheatland,” Bo- 
hemia Manor, where he lived for twenty-three 
years. Here he was a man of much note, and 
was a leader in every enterprise, having for 
a object the general good. This was 
| 














the key-note of his life, and that he had 
been able to accomplish something for others 
was cause of thankfulness in his dying hours. 
He was one of the first to introduce the drill 
in sowing,and machinery in mowing and reap- 
ing; to test the value of lime; and offered freely 
lis money, his land, and his co-oneration to 
secure railroad transit through the State. He 
was one of the club of twelve farmers, meeting 
monthly, from house to house, out of which 
grew the New Castle Agricultural Society. In 
1856, he was made a life member of the 
National Agricultural Society, and was after- 
wards Vice President. He ever took the deep- 
est interest in education, and it was through 
his influence that a large donation of land was 
obtained from government for an Agricultural 
college, He was one of the first to propose 
the grant of land by Congress for the several 
states for agricultural colleges, and the 
measure was carried through, largely, by his 
personal efforts. In 1857, he left ‘‘Wheatland” 
for Middletown, where he resided the remain- 
der of his life, spending most of his time 
in making statistical reports on the tariff, 
making diagrams, ctc. He was long regarded 
as having no superior as a statistical writer. 
As a public man he was intimately associated 
with Heads of Departments at Washington, 
as well as the most prominent Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. At the begin- 
ning of the late rebellion, the patriotism that 
had aroused him to activity in his youthful 
days, was no less conspicuous, despite his 
seventy-one winters. It was a matter of pride 
with him and with his friends, that he was the 
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first man to cross Mason and Dixon’s line to|ried Daniel B. Price of Bucks county, Pa., and 
defend the capital of the nation from threat- | died in 1880, leaving three daughters ; Moses, 
ened invasion. On the perilous night of April | married and is living in the west, and Mahlon 
16.1861,he helped to guard the White House,|M. Moses was the youngest son of Joseph 
and, as sentinel at the outer front gate, walked | hild, a Friend, and a man of the same excel- 
from ten o'clock in the evening till three injience of character, one of the first settlers of 
morning, without once sitting down, or lean- } the John Brown tract in Jefferson county N.Y., 
ing against anything for rest. The block |making the journey thither in 1804, when his 
furnished for the National Monument at Wash- | youngest son, Moses, was sixteen years of age. 
ington, by Delaware, was, in fact, furnished by | They went in wagons from Bucks county, Pa., 
Major Jones, who secured it at his own ex-|and from Utica made their own roads, eighty 
pense, and superintended the placing it in po- | miles into-the wilderness ; Utica, being their 
sition, that Delaware, in coming generations, |nearest post office. Joseph Child married 
might not be charged with not doing her part. |} Hannah Burgess and had four children ; Daniel, 
Always watchful for the interests of all about | Samuel, Joseph Jr. and Moses. They all lived 
him, the school house, the church, and what-|near together on their own farms, and were 
ever affected the welfare of the people, re-j| prosperous. Their father, an original aboli- 
ceived his careful attention. He was identified | tionist, carefully trained them in the same 
with the Forest @resbyterian church of Mid-| faith. He diedin his seventy-fourth year, and 
dletown, from the beginning of its present or- | his wife in her seventy-fifth year. The father 
ganization ; was Chairman ofits Building Com- | of Joseph, was Henry Child, a native and resi- 
mittee, and first President of its Board of Trus- | dent of Plumstead, Bucks county, Pa., son of 
tees, and was one of the most prominent and | Henry Child Sr., who came to this country with 
useful citizens of the place, foremost in every | William Penn and settled in Bucks county. 
good work. He was married, in 1826, to} He had several children, all of whom remained 
Lydia Craven, who survives him. Their three} Friends through life, and some removed to 
children are Thomas Jefferson, Philadelphia; } Maryland. Mahlon M. Child was instructed 
John A., of York, Pa.; and Lydia A., wife of} by a private tutor, and when eleven years old 
D. L. Dunning, postmaster at Middletown for | attended the Friends’ school near Poughkeepsie. 
the last twenty years. Major Jones departed | At sixteen he left home and has since made 
this life, Aug. 29, 1869, in his eightieth year. | hisown way in the world. He taught school for 
The funeral services were conducted in the |two years, after which he was, for three years, 
church he had so long attended ; an able and | purser on the steamer Fohn A. Morgan plying 
eloquent sermon being preached by his pastor | between Philadelphia and Bristol. Sept. 3, 
and friend, the Rev. Dr. Patton, before the | 1856, he came to Wilmington, which has since 
large assemblage gathered to pay their last re- | been his home. For two years he was a clerk 
spects to one so loved’and revered. at Tatnall & Lea’s flour mills, and three years 
a with Ferris & Garrett, plumbers. In 1861 he 

HILD, MAHLON MOON, Real Estate | went into the dry goods business in partner- 
and Insurance Broker of Wilmington, |ship with Granville Worrell, under the name 
was born at Le Raysville, Jefferson | of Worrell & Child, which was very success- 
county, N. Y., March 19, 1835. His | ful till 1867, when supposing he had consump- 
©)” father, Moses Child, a farmer in good | tion, he sold his interest to his partner. He is 
circumstances, was a prominent member of|six feet tall, but then weighed only 125 pounds. 
the orthodox Friends, a man most amiable, |He engaged in surveying, but was soon after 
conscientious and faithful. He died, Feb. 2,| very ill with diphtheria and measles. On re- 
1867. His wife, Nancy (Burdick) Child, was a | covering, he gained 75 pounds in a few months 
most exemplary and lovely christian wife and | and has since enjoved perfect health. He was 
mother. She died in 1859, at the age of fifty- | during that time acting as agent for parties in 
five. They had seven children; Amos and|real estate transactions, and soon adopted the 
Lydia died unmarried ; James, married, and is | business of real estate and insurance, which he 
now living at Henderson, Jefferson county, | has tollowed with success to the present time. 
N. Y.; Amos, died unmarried ; Hannah, mar- | Mr. Child is a man of enterprise, and by money 
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and influence has aided the Wilmington and!during that important period of our history. 
> | > ? 
It was during this period that he was appointed 


Northern, Wilmington and Western railroads, 


the City Passenger railway, and many other | 


enterprises in their infancy, in some of which 
he lost heavily. He was married in Oct., 1856, 
to Mary W., daughter of Charles and Agnes 
(Knight) Burton, of Bucks county, Pa. They 
have twochildren ; William Lea and Lucy B. 
Child. f 


oe AYNTER, HON. JOHN HENRY, of 


C by State and ex-Attorney General, was 
we born, Feb. 26, 1838, in New York city, 

4)) where his father, Samuel R. Paynter, 
was then a grain and commission merchant, 
the predecessor of the present firm of B.N. 
Fox & Co., having removed with his family 
from Delaware in 1835. He returned in 1842 
to Paynter’s Drawbridge, in Sussex county, 
and spent the remainder of his life on the 
estate which has now been in the family nearly 
eighty years. He was of Quaker parentage. 
An account of his ancestry is given in the 
sketch of his grandfather, Colonel Samuel 
Paynter, who was Governor of Delaware 
in 1824-7. From 1846 to 1850 he was a mem- 
ber of the State Senate. He died in 1851, at 
the age of fifty. His wife was Sallie Ann, 
daughter of Caleb Ross and sister of Gov. W. 
H. Ross of Delaware. She survived him till 
1866. She wasa member of the P. E. Church. 
Her son, John Henry, attended school from 
the age of four years. In 1854 he entered 
Delaware College and the following year the 
Sophomore class of Union College at Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., from which he graduated A. B. in 
1858. He pursued his legal studies with Judge 
Wootten, in Georgetown, where, after being 
admitted to the bar in the spring of 1861, he 
settled in the practice of his profession in 
partnership with his brother, Edwin R. Payn- 
ter. Inthe same year he received the appoint- 
ment of Deputy Attorney General, which posi- 
tion he held for three years. In 166 he was 
nominated and elected to the State Sen- 
ate for four years on the Democratic ticket 
During both sessions he was a member of 
the Finance Committee, of which also he 
was Chairman during the last session. He 
was a hard worker and few members of that 
body spoke more frequently, or exercised a 


| 


| Gove 





Attorney General of the State by Governor 
Salsbury, but his term as Senator had 
not expired, and finding that in consequence 
there was some legal doubt of his eligibility 


ito the office he resigned after a few weeks’ 
| service. 


In 1871 he was appointed Secretary 


jof State, under Governor James Ponder, which 


office he held for four years. It was during 


|this time that in company with James L. Wol- 
(AiR Georgetown, Lawyer, ex-Secretary of 


cott, the present Secretary of State, he was 
employed by the Legislature to draft the tax 
laws of the State, which were passed and are 
now in force. In 1871 he was appointed by the 


| Legislature to codify and publish the laws of 


the State. This was a great labor, as no at- 
tempt of this kind had been undertaken since 
1850. It required great legal acumen, and 
years of patient toil. It was completed in 
1874 and published under his supervision, and 
is said to be one of the most accurate and 
valuable compendiums of statute law possessed 
by any State. He was a delegate to the 
Democratic national convention in Baltimore, 
in 1872, and opposed the nomination of Horace 
Greeley. Mr. Paynter stands in the front rank 


of his profession in Delaware, and has the | 


ability to fill any position to which his party 
might call him. He was married in 1872 to 
Miss Sallie Custis, daughter of Col. Gardner 
H. Wright of Georgetown. She was arelative 
of the family into which Washington married. 
She died, Dec. 16, 1876, leaving one son, Row- 
land Gardner Paynter. 
Kx AYNTER, EDWIN ROWLAND, Law- 
i yer, of Georgetown, was born in New 
Orie city, August 27, 1839. His par- 
Ne ents were Samuel Rowland and Sallie 
Ann (Ross) Paynter. An account of 
the family will be found in the sketch of his 
brother, Hon. John H. Paynter. They returned 
to Delaware in 1842, and Edwin R. attended 
the Academies of Georgetown, Milton and 
Newark, till 1853, when he spent one year in 
Delaware College, and in 1855, entered the 
Sophomore class, at Union College, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., from which he graduated in 1858, 
at the age of nineteen. He then commenced 
reading law with judge Wootten, of George- 
town, and in 1861, was admitted to practice in 





more controlling influence in its deliberations | the Superior Court, opening the same year an 
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office in Georgetown, in partnership with his|road, and lent to its completion the earnest 
brother, Hon. John H. Paynter, which con- | efforts of his vigorous intellect. So successful 
|were his operations that he accumulated a 


tinued till 1870, since which time Mr. Edwin 


R. Paynter has practiced alone. He confines 


| 


himself mostly to civil and real estate prac- | 


tice, on all points of which he is thorougly in- 
formed, and is high authority. He has been 
very successful, and has a large and respecta- 
ble clientage. Although a fluent and forcible 
speaker, he prefers office practice and the 


preparation of cases rather than their present- | 


ation in court. A Democrat in politics, he 
has,in many campaigns, been one of the prom- 
inent speakers of his party throughout the 
county and State, yet has never sought or ac- 
cepted any public office. 
the Farmers’ bank, at Georgetown, and is a 
member and senior warden of the Episcopal 
church. Conscientious, upright and honorable, 
the ability and character of Mr. Paynter com- 
mands a just and hearty recognition through- 
out the State. 


$e 


ANNON, GOVERNOR WILLIAM, 
oy son of Josiah Cannon, was born near 
= Bridgeville, in Sussex county, March 
eae 15, 1809. His opportunity for the ac- 
quirement of an education was confined 

to the rudimentary instruction imparted in the 
country school. Atthe age of nineteen he en- 
gaged in mercantile business at Bridgeville, in 
partnership with his brother Henry, after whose 
death he conducted it alone for several years. 
He subsequently became connected with 
George P. White, and after the dissolution of 
that firm, continued in the traffic. Endowed 
with extraordinary force of character and with 
great aptitude for business, despite the want 
of early mental culture, it soon became mani- 
fest that he was a remarkable man, and he 
rapidly attained the position to which he was 
justly entitled, as a leader among those with 
whom he associated. He entered largely into 
the purchase of grain and lumber, bought lands 
and planted orchards, engaging extensively in 
the then experimental culture of the peach, 
and with restless activity took advantage of 
every avenue which seemed open to enter- 
prise. Perceiving the utility of internal im- 
provements as affording speedier access to 
markets and conducing to the development of 
an agricultural region, he wasan ardent ad- 
vocate for the building of the Deiaware Rail- 





He is a director of} 





| 
tary leaders. 


|large estate, and as well to illustrate his dili- 


gence and capacity, as to afford encourage- 
ment to those who, like him,begin the struggle 
of life without the adventitious aid of fortune, 
it may not be inappropriate to state, that com- 
mencing business with a capital of only nine 
hundred dollars, he was the owner, at his 
death, of sixteen farms in Sussex county, com- 
prising thirty-eight hundred acres of land. 
But not only as a successful merchant was his 
ability manifested. At the time of his entrance 
into active life the political management of 
his county was in the hands of a few promi- 
nent citizens, who were recognized as heredi- 
William Cannon was not of this 
class. He was a plebeian, and his heritage 
was poverty. A Democrat by education and 
conviction, his manhood revolted against the 
domination of an oligarchy, and he deter- 
mined, by the aid of other active and aspiring 
young men, to throw off the bondage io which 
they had been subject, and to assert the rights 
which belonged to individual worth. With his 
accustomed energy he devoted himself to the 
work, and in co-operation with these new 
men, who were possessed of like ambition, he 
accomplished his end, and established himself 
as an acknowledged power inhis party. At the 
successive elections of 1844 and 1846, he was 
chosen asa Representative in the Genera! As- 
sembly. In 1851 he was appointed State 
Treasurer, and in 1861, was selected as 
one of the delegates to represent the State 


in the convention held in Washington, 
to devise. means for the preservation of 
the Union. Inthe discharge of the duties of 


this position he was placed in contact with 
distinguished citizens, entertaining different 
sentiments and representing all shades of pop- 
ular opinion. He was not the man to sit in 
such a school without learning something, and 
his eminently practical ‘mind soon discovered 
the hopelessness ofaccomplishing the object for 
which he had been sent. When the crisis came 
and the necessity for decision was on him, he 
was not unmindful of his duty nor negligent 
in its performance. His courage went hand in 
hand with his convictions. Unhesitatingly he 
declared himself in favor of the suppression of 
rebellion by the use of all the means within 
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the power of the National Government. Know- | to relinquish his studies and return home. He 
ing his unflinching devotion to the sense of; soon after took general charge of the estate 
right and his indefatigable energy in carrying | and business left bv his father, although the 


‘out the purposes of his will, the Union party! nominal head was the gentleman who held 


gladly took advantage of his accession and/ the power of attorney. The following year, 
nominated him as its candidate for Governor the estate having been nearly settled, Mr. 
of Delaware. He was elected, and in January, | Cannon, then only nineteen years of age, 
1863, inaugurated at Dover. Upon assuming| became the business head of the family, 
the office he delivered an address, clearly an-| only relinquishing his trust on the return 


_ been elected, and lies buried in the grounds of 


nouncing his sentiments and pledging himself 
to support the authorities at Washington in | 
the struggle to perpetuate the National exist- | 
ence. Faithfully he kept this promise and | 
brought to the discharge of executive func- | 
tions the same indomitable zeal which charac- 
terized the management of his private affairs. 
Observing fidelity to the civil government and 
actuated in his conduct by the conscientious 
desire to discharge his duty towards his fellow 
men, it is but reasonable to expect that he, 
should have lived in recognition of the higher | 
obligation which he owed to his God. The in- 
ference is just. From his eighteenth year he | 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and filled actively and acceptably the 
various religious offices to which he was called. 
In the midst of his usefulness and in the ma- 
turity of his powers, William Cannon died sud- 
denly at his home on the morning of the first 
day of March, A. D., 1865, during his incum- 
bency of the executive office to which he had 


the village church, of which during life,he was, 
under Providence, the chief support. He was 
married, November 11, 1832, to Margaret N. 
B., daughter of William Laws, of Sussex 
County. His surviving children are LizzieA , 
who married Dr. L. M. Cahall; Sallie P., who 
became the wife of Captain Charles Heydrick ; 
Ellie S., now Mrs. F. S. Buckalew, of James- 





burg, N. J.; Henry P., and Philip L, whose 
sketches are in this volume. 





ANNON PHILIP LEONIDAS, 
44 Merchant of Bridgeville, was born in 
¥ that town, June 28, 1850. A sketch of 
his father, Governor William Cannon, 
> with the family history, has been given. 
He pursued his preparatory studies in his 





“native town, and entered Dickinson College 


in 1866 In 1868, in the middle of his sopho- 
more year, his health became so seriously im- 


of his brother Henry from college. In the 
spring of 1870, he, with Mr. James Ward, 
formed a partnership, under the name of J. 
Ward & Co., and followed the same business 
in the store which his grandfather had built in 
1816, and where both his father and grand- 
father had been so successful. This store is 
still the property of the brothers Cannon. In 
1872 the firm took possession of the store on 
the opposite side of the street, now occupied 
by thedatter. firm, H.-P. &,P..L:-Cannon.},In 
1873 Mr. Cannon sold out his interest in the 
firm, and in 1874 entered into partnership with 
his brother, forming the present firm of H. P. 
& P. L. Cannon. The foilowing year they 
bought out Mr. Ward,adding his store to their 
other business, for an account of which the 
reader is referred to the sketch of Henry P. 
Cannon. Mr. Cannon is steward of the M. E. 
church in Bridgeville, of which he is an influ- 
ential member, having united in 1871. He is 
a member of the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity, 
and finds the expression of his political views 
in the Republican party. He is not a politician, 
but still takes a warm and hearty interest in all 
public affiairs. He married, June 25, 1874, Miss 
Hester Polk, daughter of Curtis William 
Jacobs, a wealthy agriculturist and business 
man of St. Martins, Worcester county, Md. 
They have one child, William Cannon 


GASISHER, DANIEL G., Physician, late 
eae of Seaford, was born, Nov. 25, 1823. 
fy, His father, Alexander Fisher, a farmer 
iy of Sussex county, served in the war of 
23 1812, and was in the action at Lewes. 
He was a worthy member of the society of 
Friends, and died in 1850, in his sixty-fifth 
year. His wife was Mary, daughter of George 
Newbold, of the:-same county, who removed 





west in 1819 She was also a Friend. She ~ 


died, July 4, 1879, aged eighty-four years. 
Daniel G. Fisher attended the schools of his 


paired that to his great regret he was obliged neighborhood till his eighteenth year, after 
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which he taught eight years. Having thus| 
obtained the necessary means, he commenced | 
the study of medicine with Di. W.L. Atlee, a | 
' distingished surgeon of Philadelphia. Enter- | 
ing in 1849, he graduated in 1852, from the | 
University of Pennsylvania. He then settled 
in Seaford, where he remained till 1863, when 
he accepted the post of Surgeon of the Board 
of Enrollment for Delaware, and was for some 
time in Smyrna, and afterwardin Wilmington. 
Returning to Seaford at the close of the war, 
he continued there the remainder of his life. 
His large practice extended over an area of 
sixteen miles. He wasa skillful physician,and 
his kind, sympathetic disposition endeared him 
to many. In his early life, Dr. Fisher voted 





the Democratic ticket, but after the breaking 
out of the war he acted with the Republican 
party. He paid much attention to the educa- 
tional interests of the State, and served several 
terms as School Commissioner for his town 
and district. He died at Seaford in 1881, 
greatly regretted. 





‘aa ALKER, MARTIN EDWARD, Far- 
sj 54) mer, of Armstrong’s Corner, near Mid- 
©. dletown, was born, Feb. 25, 1829, in 
os Thoroughfare Neck, where, also, his 
father, Isaac Walker, a farmer, was born 

in 1776,and spent his life. He was an excellent 
man, a steward for many years in the M. E. 
Church, of which his wife, Ann Brattan, of the 
same locality was also a member, and both 
were devoted christians. She died, April 25, 
1837,,and her husband, Jan.\4; 1845. . Her 
mother, whose name was also Ann Brattan, 
died in 1846, at the age of eighty-one. The 


family were of Irish origin and have lived in 
Delaware for many generations. Martin E. 


Walker grew up on the farm, attending school, 
four miles distant, in the winter season only. 
When he was fourteen his father died, after 
which he went but one more winter. He made 
his home with one of his brothers, and worked 
for his board and clothes till he was twenty- 
one. In 1852 he became a clerk at Summit 
Bridge and continued in this occupation at 
different stores for five years. He then com- 
menced a store of his own in Middletown. 
Steady, industrious, careful and upright, his 
enterprise was attended with yearly increas- 
ing success, but the confinement and care were 
prejudicial to his health, which in 1865 com- 


‘pletely gave way and he was compelled to 


dispose of the business. After two years, hav- 
ing sufficiently recuperated, he decided to de- 
vote himself to an out door occupation and 
commenced farming in Middletown. In March 
1868, he «purchased thes farm-..‘‘ Bell Plain,” 
containing 260 acres, on which he now resides. 
It was then a wilderness, none of it under 
good cultivation. He soon had it cleared, and 
has wonderfully improved the whole property, 
till it is now one of the finest farms in that lo- 
cality. His-peach orchard of 3000 trees, has 
been apaying investment. The rest of his farm 
is devoted to grain and stock, and he has 
taken much interest in improved breeds of 
cattle. In 1873 Mr. Walker erected a fine 
brick residence for his family. He has been a 
director of the bank of Middletown since 1876. 
Educated a Whig he voted for Abraham Lin- 
coln, but since that time has acted with the 
Democratic party, and has held several local 
offices. He has been an Odd Fellow since 
1856. In Jan. 1866, he united with the M. E. 
Church, in which he has been steward. He 
married, May 12, 1858, Miss Maria, daughter of 
Philip D. and Priscilla Riley, and has three 
children ; Horace Maurice,a graduate of Oak- 
land Seminary, California. Washington Irving 
and Martin Edward Walker, Jr. Mr. Walker 
is highly regarded as a neighbor and a citizen, 
and the prosperity which attends him is con- 
ceded as fitly crowning a life of industry and 
merit. 






<p ULLEN, HON. ELISHA, Lawyer and 
Ss i Statesman, was born at Millsboro, 
= Sf, Sussex county,.. April.23, 1709. His 
Gol x ancestors were from Scotland, and 
&° among the earliest settlers of Kent 
county ; some members of the family however 
emigrated directly to the south. His parents 
were Charles M., and Elizabeth (Harris) 
Cullen. Charles M., was a merchant miller 
many years at Lewes. He was a leading citi- 
zenof the county which he represented in the 
Legislature, where he was prominent and in- 
fluential. He died in 1828, aged about sixty- 
five years. The subject of this sketch was 
educated at Princeton College, studied law 
with Peter, afterwards Judge Robinson, and 
was admitted to the bar, Oct. 9, 1821. He 
then settled in Georgetown, and assiduously 
devoted himself to the duties of his profession 
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till his death, which occurred, Feb. 8, 1862. In| 
1854 he was elected a member of Congress on 
the American ticket, in which body he greatly 
distinguished himself, and wona national repu- | 
tation. He made many speeches, which for | 
their ability and cogency of reasoning, not 
only produced a marked effect upon Congress, 
but commanded the attention of the whole | 


Kansas and Nebraska question then con-| 
vulsing the nation, on hearing which, the joy | 
of John M. Clayton was unbounded at ‘“this| 
wonderful speech.” It a was masterly legal 
argument on the relation of the States to| 
each other under the constitution. Mr. Cullen 
was remarkable for his simplicity of character 
and life. He was fond of literature, and was a 
profound student of law, theology and human | 
nature. Itis said he had no superior in the| 
State as a Jawyer, and was a man of might be-| 
fore the court. He was regarded as the father 
of the Democratic party in Sussex. He was 
an humble and practical christain, and a | 
ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church. Hej 
married, April 11, 1822, Margaret, daughter of | 
Robert West of Lewes, by whom he had six 
children, three of whom survived him, and two 
are now living.; Charles M., a lawyer of 
Georgetown, and Mary Cullen. 








- ULLEN, CHAS.) -MASON,-..Lawyer, 
was born in Georgetown, where he has 
~ always resided, June 14, 1828, the son 
eae of Hon. Elisha D., and Margaret 

© (West) Cullen. A sketch of his father 
has been given. Mr. Cullen pursued his pre- 
paratory studies at the Academy in his native 
town, and entered the third term of the 
Freshman class at Yale College, in May.1845, 
graduating with distinction in 1848. Hethen 
studied law in his father’s office and was ad- 
mitted to the bar, October, 1852, when he 
became his father’s partner in the practice of 
the law, till the death of the latter in 1862. 
Mr. Cullen has a considerable landed estate 
adjoining Georgetown, but is devoted to his 
profession, in which he has risen to deserved 
distinction as one of the ablest and most 
successful members of the legal profession in 
the State. His profound knowledge of the 
law, his acute and logical mind and his supe- 
rior forensic powers have not only secured 
him a large and respectable clientage, but a; 
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wide reputation and popularity. His practice 
is general, and he conducts criminal cases 
with great ability, but his preference is for 
questions of law before the bench. His scru- 
pulous sense of honor, and kindly and gener- 
ous qualities of heart make him many friends 
and a-general favorite with his professional 
brethren. In politics he is a Democrat, but 
he has never sought or accepted office. For 
many years he was an Odd Fellow. He is a 
member of the Presbyterian church. He was 
married, May, 6, 1853, to Miss C. Virginia 
Waugh, daughter of Bishop Waugh of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Their four chil- 
dren are, Elisha Beverly, engaged in agri- 
culture in Florida, Mary Virginia; Charles 
West, and Catherina Margaret Cullen, 


G4) OBERTS, JOSEPH, Farmer and Sur- 


NGS 
rs 0 veyor, was born in Appoquinimink hun- ~ 





€ b y dred, June 7,1829. He now resides in 
\\34% the house where his father, James 

Roberts, lived for twenty years before 
his death in 1855, on the farm knownas “‘Levels 
Parcel” near Middletown. James Roberts was 
born on the eastern shore of Maryland, and 
was brought when a boy, to the above vicinity 
by his parents. He had but a limited educa- 
tion but was a man of more than ordinary 
ability and energy, and possessed a remarkable 
memory. He married Anna Maria, daughter 
of John and Maria (Hyatt) Hickman, and left 
six children; Mary, now widow of Zachariah 
Jones, of Middletown ; Samuel,a farmer near 
Smyrna; Joseph, Elizabeth, Martha and Anna 
Maria, residing in Middletown. James Roberts, 
died in 1855, in his sixty-sixth year, and his 
wife, March 27, 1878, aged eighty-three. 
The father of James was John Roberts, born 
on the western shore of Maryland, and re- 
moved to Delaware about 1794 He was en- 
gaged in the oyster trade, and died in 1803, at 
about sixty years of age. He had seven chil- 
dren. He was the son of the original settler, 
three brothers, John, Thomas and William, 
having come from Scotland about 1730, and 
settled on the western shore of Maryland. 
Mr. Joseph Roberts received only a common 
school education, but by reading and private 
study he has made himself well informed, and 
educated in the best sense of the word. He 
learned surveying after he was married; was 
his own teacher, studied nights, and thoroughly 
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mastered his profession, which he has followed] who was a farmer in the vicinity. James H. 


to the present time, and is the principal sur- 
veyor in that part of the State, having sur- 
veyed all through New Castle county, and 
Kent, and in Kent and Cecil counties, Md. 
He also did a great deal of surveying for the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal. He took 
charge, in 1852, of the home farm, which he 
‘still cultivates. It contains 1723 acres, and 
he has beside a tract of 47 acres of woodiand 
and ten acres of chestnut timber, all of which 
he bought from the estate for $12,000. His 
father bought the same property, in 1855, for 
$2,200. He has had 3200 peach trees, has now 
1600, hardly thinks it a paying interest, having 
had but twocropsintenyears. Heisan excel- 
lent farmer, an enterprising and prosperous man, 
and owes his success in life entirely to his own 
efforts. He has been for several years a Notary 
Public. In politics he has always been allied to 
the Democratic party and takes a deep interest 
in public affairs. He joined the Odd Fellows 
about 1850. His preference is for the Presby- 
terian church, which he attends. He was mar- 
ried, Jan. 11, 1859, to Miss Catharine Emily, 
daughter of Hon. Henry Davis of Middletown. 
They have two children; Anna Laura and 
Henry Davis Roberts. 

we EVERIN, JAMES HENRY, A. M., 
4 Lawyer, Philadelphia, was born at Lit- 
“y tle Creek Landing, near Dover, April 
%G) 21, 1844; son of James L. and Priscilla 
(Stytes) Heverin. His father was 
many years a well known merchant and busi- 
ness man in the above place, and accumulated 
considerable landed property. About 1860 
he removed to Dover, where he became an 
extensive dealer in grain, and where he still 
continues to reside. His eleven children, all 
living, are Alphonsa, wife of Elias S. Reed, 
lawyer, formerly of Dover, now of Philadel- 
phia; William Stytes, a merchant at Little 
Creek Landing; James Henry; Lotta L., 
wife of W. Eastman Cotter of Wilmington ; 
Mary L., wife of Charles Denny, a farmer at 
Little Creek Landing; Annie E., wife of 
James A. Shakespeare, lawyer of Philadelphia; 
Eliza S., wife of William Shakespeare of 
Dover ; Emma, wife of Benjamin Shakes- 
peare ; Charles L., oil merchant of Philadel- 
phia, and Joseph Comegys Heverin. The 

















Heverin attended school till the age of twelve 
years, when he went into the store of his 
uncle Henry, in his native place. Soon after 
his uncle died and his father took the store 
and settled up the estate, he having previ- 
ously devoted himself to farming and other 
business. In Sept. 1859, his son, James H., 
was sent tc a boarding school at Village Green 
Pa., and the next year attended Mount Holly 
Seminary, New Jersey. In September, 1861, 
he entered’ the Sophomore class at Princeton, 
graduating, A. B. in 1864. During his senior 
year he registered as a law student with Hon. 
Joseph P. Comegys, now Chief Justice of Del- 
aware. In the autumn of 1864 he entered the 
middle class of the Harvard Law school, 
where he remained a year, after which he con- 
tinued his studies in Boston till 1866, when he 
was adinitted to the bar in Delaware and after- 
wards in Philadelphia, and spent from January, 
1867, to January, 1868, in the office of John 
O'Byrne, Esa., in familiarizing himself with 
Pennsylvania practice. He then opened. the 
office inthe Public Ledger Building, which he 
has occupied to the present time. One room 
at first suffieed, but now he and his partner, 
Mr. J. H.Shakespeare, have four of the most 
eligible offices on the ground floor of that 
building. In 1869, the office of Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney becoming vacant, it was offered 
by Mr. Shepherd, the District Attorney, to 
Mr. Heverin, who accepted and filled it till 
the term expired, but declined a reappoint- 
ment. During the first month in this office he 
disposed of over seven hundred cases. Many 
of these were of great importance, requiring a 
vast amount of labor, and the remarkable 
energy, ability and learning which Mr. Heverin 
displayed in conductieg them, brought him 
into immediate prominence, and his steadily 
increasing reputation and success were from 
that time assured. His practice, while Assist- 
ant District Attorney, bringing him into con- 
stant connection with criminal jurisprudence, 
he afterwards naturally drifted into prac- 
tice in the criminal courts, in which he 
has made a reputation equalled by few 
men of his age in our time. Not one of the 
thirty-eight persons charged with capital 
offenses, whom he has defended, has suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law. He is one of 
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proved lucrative, and enables him to gratify in | 
an uncommon degree, the many generous im- | 
A man, 
of great energy and force, he pusbes forward | 
whatever business he has in hand, with a ve-| 
hemence and strength that carries all before | 
it. He is devoted to his profession, possesses | 
| Mason Bailey. 


pulses of his large and liberal nature. 


a clear and logical mind, an easy flow of lan- 
guage, a kindly heart, and in speaking is im- 
passioned and eloquent. He was appointed 
Assistant Counsel of the Court of Commission- 
ers on ‘Alabama Claims,” Nov.15, 1882. His 
popularity was shown on the only occasion on 
which he has appeared before the people for 
their suffrages In the fall of 1871, he was 
nominated and elected asa Delegate et large 
to the Convention, to amend the Constitution 
of the State. Many of the oldest and most 
influential lawyers were candidates, but al- 
though Mr. Heverin was the youngest mem- 
ber of the nominating convention, and almost 
a stranger, he was nominated by a large ma- 
jority, was voted for by the whole city, and 
was triumphantiy 
Democratic majority ever given in Philadel- 
phia. He took an active part in the debates 
of that very able body of men, was on several 
important committees, and succeeded in se- 
curing the adoption of a number of important 
measures of reform. Mr. Heverin was married, 
in 1866, to Miss Ada C. Cator, daughter of Dr. 
Harvey C. Cator, of Syracuse, New York. 
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S733 MITHERS, ELTAS’PRIMROSE, LL: 
K2 B., Lawyer of Philadelphia, was born in 
South Milford, July 31, 1843. His father, 
s Elias Smithers, a sea captain, sailing 
from Milford and other American ports, 
was a strong Whig and anti-slavery man, 
and was once a member of the Legislature. 
By his first wife, Catherine Primrose, he had 
one child, Capt. Wm. H. Smithers, of Milton, 
who died in 1864. His second wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Elias Primrose, is still living. By 
her Mr. Smithers had five children, who grew 
to maturity; Emma; John P.,in the ranch 
business in southern California, formerly con- 
nected with the San Francisco Bulletin and 
Chronicle; Elias P.; Hettie A., wife of George 
W. Staats, of Philadelphia, and Theodore 
Smithers, a wood engraver in the same city. 
Capt. Elias Smithers left the sea in 1860, and 
removed to the city of Philadelphia. He 


64 
















died in 1871, when in his seventy-fourth year. 
His father was John Smithers, a prominent 
farmer of Murderkill hundred, who married a 
daughter of Waitman Sipple. Their children 
were, Waitman and Elias, sea captains ; Caleb, 
of Frederica, a member of the Legislature and 
Sheriff of Kent county, and Sarah, widow of 
John Smithers died very early 
in the present century. Elias P. Smithers was 
brought upin North Milford, and attended the 
Academy of that town, where he exhibited 
great proficiency and made rapid progress in 
Latin, Greek and French. In 1860, his parents 
removed to Philadelphia. He had previously 
united with the M. E. church, and his talents 
were regarded by his friends as directing him 
to the ministry, to which, also, he was himself 
muchinclined. He graduated from Crittenden 
Commercial College in 1860, and while still 
pursuing his studies, was for some years a prac- 
ticing conveyancer in the city. In 1866, he 
was licensed as a local preacher, and was 
recommended to the conference for a charge, 
but having hecome interested in the study of 
law, and his health not good at the time, he 
declined the charge, but accepted the license, 
of which he still frequently avails himself. He 
graduated LL B., from the law department of 
the University of Pennsylvania, and in the 
same year was admitted to the bar. From 
that time Mr. Smithers has devoted himself 
closely to his protession, in which he has been 
very successful, and achieved a high reputa- 
tion. He confines himself mostly to civil cases. 
In 1872, he was appointed Assistant City Soli- 
citor, by General H. T. Collis, and was con- 
tinued in that position by the appointment of 
William Nelson West, till April, 1881, when 
the demands of his private business compelled 
him to resign. His name has been urged on 
different occasions for the appointment of 
Judge of the Orphans’ Court, and he was a 
candidate for the City Council on the Reform 
ticket in 1881, receiving a very heavy vote. 
He is a strong Republican and is prominent 
and influential in the councils of the party ; is 
Vice-President of the ‘‘ Young Republicans,” 
and is amember of the Civil Service Reform 
Association. He is deservedly popular and 
enjoys the highest reputation for integrity and 
fairness. His talents and learning give him 
great prominence among the members of his 
profession. He is a member and trustee of 


ial ha id ce oa Ls. 





506 HISTORY OF 


the Union M. E. Church ; was for many years | 
superintendent of its Sunday school, and is one | 
of the Board of Managers of the Historical 
Society of his denomination. He was mar- 
ried in July, 1870, to Miss Anne L., daughter 
of Thomas T. and Margaret (McLaughlin) 
Mason of ce eek 





@RERTOL ETTE, LEVI A., of Wilming- 
Bis Justice of the Peace and Notary 
Public, in and for New Castle county, 

RO) was born in Oley Township, Berks 

Co., Pa., Aug. 28, 1836. He is descended 

in the sixth generation from Jean Bertolette 
or Bertholet, who emigrated to America from 
France in the year 1726, with his wife, two 
sons and three daughters, and settled in that 
portion of Philadelphia county, afterwards 
erected into Berks county. The descendants 
of Jean Bertolette are quite numerous, and 
have generally settled in Pennyslvania, and 
all the Bertolettes in this country so far as 
known are from this ancestry. Levi J. Berto- | 
lette, the father of the subject of this sketch, 
now resides upon a portion of the same tract 
of land, originally purchased and occupied by 
his paternal ancestor, Jean Bertolette. Mr. 
Bertolette the subject of this sketch, was 
reared upon his father’s farm, and attended the 
schools of the vicinity until the age of four- 
teen, when he was sent to Williston Seminary 
at Easthampton, Mass., here he remained one 
year, and, though the opportunity was offered 
him to remain and continue a regular course 
through college, he declined and returned 
home. After a few years’ stay at home he left 
for a journey through the western states, ex- 
tending his trip through the states of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Jowa, traveling the 
greater portion of the route by private con- 
veyance, and remaining and engaging in such 
occupations as thé towns of the west at that 
time afforded, and returned to Pennyslvania in 
1855. He then engaged in the mercantile 
business near his home, and at the age of 
twenty-one, was united in marriage to Miss 
Rebecca Louisa, daughter of Ezekiel Rhoads 
of Amity Township, Berks county. He con- 
tinued in mercantile pursuits until 186s, 
when he went with anelder brother to the 
mining regions of Colorado on a prospecting 
and mining trip. Two years were occupied 
in the gold mines of the Territory, and in in- 
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vestigating and exploring the north and mid- 
dle parks, and the mountain range extending 
through the centre of Colorado. During these 
expeditions the partics engaged varied from 
two to twelve persons, and were out in the 
Ute Indian country, as much as three months 
upon a single trip, and were in daily communi- 
cation with bands of that tribe, who were 
friendly at that time. These explorations 
afforded an excellent opportunity of learning 


ithe vastness of the resources, both mineral 


and agricultural, of that grand and romantic 
country. After two years of mountain life, 
Mr. Bertolette went northward to the line of 
the projected Union Pacific Railroad, and 
aided in building up and preparing the new 
city of Cheyenne, for the reception of the first 
locomotive in December, 1867. Railroad com- 
munication being now established, he again 
returned to his family, and soon after his re- 
turn he was appointed an Assessor of Internal 
Revenue, by Andrew Johnson then President 
of the United States, and held that position 
until the close of his administration. In 1870 
he removed with his family to Wilmington, 
and has resided in that city ever since. He 
engaged in various business connections until 
1878, when he was appointed and commis- 
sioned a Justice of the Peace and Notary 
Public, by Gov. John P. Cochran. Mr. Berto- 
lette is an ardent and zealous Democrat 
though not a violent partizan ; he is a gentle- 
man of genial manners and is very popular, 
both as a man and in his official capacity. 
4S ERRIS, JOHN, was born in Wil- 
ae mington, September 21, 1801. He was 
fy», the only child of John Ferris, who fell 
Re) Lo a sacrifice at the early age of twenty- 
Ke four, in his devotion to the cause of 
humanity. When the yellow feverin 1802 was 
so fatal that few escaped it who were exposed 
to its deadly influence, this young man, on the 
threshold of a bright and prosperous career, 
with a loving wife by his side and dear friends 
around him, turned away and entered the 
abodes of the poor, and with untiring and 
sleepless attention to their wants never left 
them till death struck him down, we may say, at 
their very feet. Little did she then know that 
that child who leaned helpless upon her bosom 
would one day be a comfort to her so dear. 
She saw him, year after year, in all the trials, 
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all the vicissitudes of iife,a model man, in 
honor, in affection, in wisdom and in his devo- 
tion tc her lonely home. After spending a 
few years at the common schools he was sent 
while a mere boy to Philadelphia to learn a 


mechanica! business, because he had manifested 


an early fondness and a remarkable skill in 
the use of tools. But what is a city life to an 
apprentice boy? It has many roads. The 
paths of dissipation, of idleness and ruin are 
open to all. 
him. There are nobler walks that attract the 
few. These he found and loved and followed. 
Young Ferris, even in early life, had a massive 
development of the intellectual and moral 
regions of the brain. 
schools are not essential. 
himself. 
asks. When his task was finished in the city 
and he came to his native place to establish 
himself in business, he was astonished to find 
that his reputation as a man of high moral 


worth and stern integrity had reached the town | 


before him. He was offered, without solicita- 
tion, all the money he needed to engage in busi- 
ness. Hesucceeded beyond his most sanguine 
anticipations. He had scarcely passed the 
prime of life when an ample fortune induced 
him to retire from his profession. But not to 
rest! Then, as it ever will be, I presume, 
many widows needed a wise, honest and 
patient counselor. And wherever they in- 
quired for one they were generally advised 
to go to John Ferris. And these were his 
clients that kept him busy even to the last 
month of his eventful life. Without compen- 
sation, in the storms of winter, and in the 


heats of summer, he was ever faithful, ever 


watchful of their interests and welfare. His 
extensive learning, his unquestioned ability, 
and great experience enabled him to answer 
many abstruse questions, which perplexed and 
worried even astute lawyers. He spoke from 
an intuitive comprehension of what the law 
should be, and after days of toil among their 
books, the lawyers to their surprise, generally 
found that he was correct. With a mind ca- 
pable of moulding into harmony the discord- 
ant elements of an empire, he turned from all 


worldly preferment and in the seclusion of a'| 


happy home, every moment, not absorbed by 
business or company, was devoted to the 


But these had no attractions for | 


To minds of this cast | 
The boy educates | 
Access to a good library is all he | 


|any value escaped him. With a memory sel- 
/dom equaled by others, he made himself ac- 
|quainted with the arts and sciences, with 
history, government, biography, travels and 
_general literature. What a lesson his life 
should be to every fatherless boy. Wiil you 
not learn from him, that prosperity and honor, 
and the profound respect and love of others 
/cannot be conferred upon you by family, by 
friends or by fortune, equal to that which can 
e won by industry, by self reliance, and a 
| decent regard for all the feelings—all the re- 
‘finements of society. We cannot close this 
'sketch without a few words upon the kindness 
of his heart. Honest and sincere charity 
never appealed to him in vain. And there 
was scarcely a little child, or horse, or dog in 
his neighborhood, that did not know him well, 
|and did not listen, with evident pleasure, for a 
|pleasant word from him as he passed them 
by. This was the result of the harmonious 
'development of all the noble faculties of his 
nature. He was certainly a remarkable man. 
|'His self government seemea absolute and 
‘perfect. The passions and propensities of the 
'mind were held in stern subjection by an in- 
domitable will. Hence the more you asso- 
ciated with him the more you learned to love, 
honor and respect him. To the stranger this 
picture may seem too strongly drawn, but not so 
!to those who were intimately acquainted with 
him. And who should know better about him 
thanI do? His mother wasa sister of my fath- 
er, and from that cause alone we were thrown 
very much together. My affections had no 
brother but him all the days of my life. He 
was the first to teach me to fly a kite, to seta 
snare, to saila miniature frigate upon the 
placid waters of my rural home. He died in 
the city of Wilmington on the 2d day of Sept., 
1882. 





Cuarves Haran, M. D. 


@O2ORTER, CAPTAIN DAVID H., was 
ty A bornin New Castle county,Feb. 19,1805. 
C ~’, He was a nephew of the late Commodore 
| we Porter of the U.S. Navy. Capt. David 
H. Porter served in the U.S. Navy un- 
til he had attained the rank of Lieutenant. 
He entered the Mexican Navy while that 
country was engaged with Spain in her strug- 
'gle for independence. On the toth of Feb. 
|1828, while commanding a brig of war of 








acquisition of knowledge. Scarcely a work of | twenty-two guns and one hundred and thirty- 
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six men, he engaged two Spanish brigs of su- 
perior force,and was victorious over their united 
strength. On the same day a Spanish frigate, 
of fifty-four guns, and five hundred men, at-. 
tacked him while in a crippled condition, and 
after a desperate action of two hours and/ 
twenty minutes, his ammunition being ex- 
hausted, Capt. Porter surrendered to save his. 
brave crew. The frigate continued her fire. | 
As the colors of the brig had been twice shot | 
away, Captain Porter was in the act of hoist- | 
ing them, when he was killed by a grape shot | 
passing through his body. He fell in the) 
twenty-third year of his age, after as gallant | 
a battle as history records. His remains rest | 
in the new cemetery of Wilmington, Del. 


GREAT, CHARLES HENRY, of. the 
’ firm of Huxford and Company, Frank- | 
> ford, was born in Frankfort, Maine, July | 
15, 1841, the eldest son of Henry and 
Abby (Treat) Treat. His father, an 

nsive commission merchant at the city of) 
Cardenas, Cuba, is a gentleman widely known | 
and highly respected, His wife died in 1843. 
The Treat family have always been hardy, 
enterprising and intelligent, and for genera- 
tions have exercised much influence in the 
State. Many of them have filled high official 
stations. Charles H. Treat showed, at an ex- 
tremely early age, a great fondness for books, 
but it was the desire of his father that he 
should devote himself to a strictly business 
career. His strong natural bias could not, 
however, be controlled, and he had decided | 
when very young, that whatever was his busi- 
ness in life he would yet have a good educa- 
tion. He prepared for college at the East 
Maine Conference Academy, at Huxford, op- 
posite Fort Knox. In 1862 he entered the 
Sophomore class of Dartsmouth, College and 
graduated A. B., in 1865. During his vaca- 
tions he taught with great success. He was 
now about entering Harvard Law school, it 
having been his long cherished desire to enter 
the legal profession, when he yielded to the 
entreaties of his father to take charge of a 
large business enterprise, which was the manu- 
facture of hogsheads, shooks and boxes, and | 
of lumber, exporting them from Maine to) 
Cuba andimporting in return cargoes of sugar 
and molasses. Inafew years he had over 250 | 











hands under his control, and the business 
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|aggregated over $300,000 annually. It was 
finally made hazardous by the continued re- 
bellion in Cuba, and Mr. Treat turned his at- 
tention to the south where he believed enter- 
prises could be started that would be attended 
with less risk. He had proceeded as far as 
Delaware when he found there the material he 
desired in such abundance, and the people so 
cordial, that he finally decided to remain and 
establish, in Frankford, the factory of Huxford 
& Company, Veneer, Basket and Plaque Works, 
of which in the Industrial Department a full 
account is given. The kindness and cordiality 
of the Delawareans thus led the stranger to 
cast in his lot among them, and to open up in 
their midst a business that will, doubtless,long 
continue to prove the avenue of prosperity to 
many ofits people. Mr. Treat isa Republican, a 
man of broad views ; and as a patriotic and ef- 
fective orator was in great demand in the cam- 
paigns, and as such has long been prominently 
and favorably known in north-east and middle 
States. Hewas trained in the Congregational 
church in whose doctrines he is a firm believer, 
and has been largely identified with the tem- 
perance movement. He isan able and fluent 
speaker, and has done much effective work in 
the cause.. He was married, in 1866, to Miss 
Frances E., daughter of Harry and Margaret 
Huxford, of Brooks, Maine, a near relative of 
ex-Senator, James W. Nesmith, of that State. 
They have three children; Mabel, Gail and 
Gertrude. 


re, ee ALLEN VOORHEES, M. 
ED D., late State Senator, was born in 
e ee June 17, 1882. Both his 

‘SG? parents were natives of the same city. 


“te His father, Peter Lesley, of Scotch line- 


|age, was a cabinet maker by trade, and in 


later years the Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company. 
He married Elizabeth O. Allen, a lady of En- 
glish descent. Allen V. Lesley was from very 
early life an enthusiastic student, and gained 
a great proficiency in the classics. He gradu- 
ated with distinguished honors from the 
University of Pennyslvania, after which he 
resided for a short time ona farm belonging 
to his father, near Delaware City. In 1841 he 
removed to Brooklyn, and from there to 
Feltonville, N. Y., for the practice of medicine 
and surgery. He there married, in 1844, his 
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cousin, Miss Jane Lesley Voorhees, and| 
shortly after returned to Delaware, pee 
in New Castle, where he erected a beautiful | 
residence, Gutratadine it with charming | 
grounds, and entered upon a course of medical , | 
practice in which he was eminently success- | 
ful. He excelled in social intercourse and | 
made many friends ; but he had the misfortune 
to lose his wife to whom he was most fondly | 
attached, and from that timeall these pleasures | 
and the honors that were paid him, lost their 
charm. He sought relief in foreign travel, 
his acquaintance with different languages en- | 
abling him to visit many countries with 
satisfaction and profit. In the course of years 
he wandered over nearly every part of the 
globe, his abundant means affording him every 
opportunity to gratify his highly cultivated 
tastes. He was at one time State Senator from 
New Castle county, and was chosen speaker 
of that body. Early in life he became identi- 
fied with the Masonic Order, and was an en- 
thusiastic and zealous worker in its behalf. At | 
the grand communication of the Grand Lodge 
of Delaware, held June 27, 1863, he was unani- 
mously elected Grand Master of the Order, 
and at the Grand Convocation of the H.R. 
A. Chapter of the State, he was unanimously 
chosen Grand High Priest. His grief continued 
to wear upon him, and, finally, with his 
habits of severe study and frequent travel, 
affected his health. In his pleasant home he 
was along time confined, a constant sufferer 
from complicated disorders, from which he was 
released by death, Nov. 7, 1881, at the age of 





, but now devoted to farming. 
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of Hugh Caldwell and Susanna (Packer) Cox, 
an old and highly respectable family of New 
Jersey. They had eight children; Hugh 
Caldwell, in the marble and slate business, 
| Philadelphia ; Mary Ellen, wife of James M. 
| Martin, a merchant of Cool Spring; Emily 
Burton, who married Samuel Paynter, and 
died, July 4, 1878; Dr. Joseph West ; Thomas 
Purnell, deceased ; Theodore Wilson, merchant 
at Nassau; Erasmus, and William Wolf, M. 
D., a graduate of Jefferson Medical College, 
Dr. Erasrnus D. 
Marsh died, Sept. 7, 1866. His widow, now 
in her seventy-ninth year, lives with her son, 
Dr. Joseph W. The grandfather of the last 
named, Dr. Joseph Marsh, owned the old 
homestead, now occupied by this grandson, 
and lived there the later years of his life. He 
was the leading physician in that section of 
the county for many years. He was born, Jan. 
15, 1781, and died, March 17, 1832. His first 
wife was Mary, daughter of Joseph and Eleanor 
West, by whom he had six children; Naomi 
West, who married Daniel Fisher ; Hetty Ann, 
who married John Fletcher ; Dr. Erasmus D. , 
David Gray, who married Elizabeth Hill, and 
now resides in Wheeling, Va.; Lydia Eleanor, 
who married Wolsey Burton and Joseph who 
married Ruth P. Cox, a sister of Mrs. Dr. Eras- 
mus D. Marsh. After the death of his wife 
Mary, June 17, 1816, Dr. -Joseph Marsh married 
Naomi Lank, by whom he had two children, 
Peter and Mary. Mary married Hammond J. 
Lingo. Becoming again a widower, Dr. Marsh 
married Mrs Annie Way (zee Shankland) 





fifty-nine. 


(we ARO, JOSEP WEST, M, D., "of 
FI, Lewes and Rehoboth hundred, was 
- v Y born in the house where he now resides 
Sih Dec. 6, 1839. His father, Dr. Erasmus 
D. Marsh, born Sept. 13, 1807, it is 
supposed in the same house, studied medicine 
with his father, Dr. Joseph Marsh, and upon 
examination was licensed to practice medi- 
cine by the Delaware State Medical Society 
in 1831. For nearly forty years he was a lead- 
ing physician of Sussex county, loved and 
respected as widely as he wasknown. Besides 
his large practice he superintended the culti- 
vation of his home-farm of nearly 300 acres. 
He married, in 1830, Miss Susan B., daughter 





widow of John Burton, by whom he _ had 
three children; James P, Wilson, John Alfred, 
and Sarah Ann May, now widow of Benjamin 
Virden. The parents of Dr. Joseph Marsh 
were Peter and Polly Marsh. Peter was the 
son of Capt, Peter Marsh who came from 
England with two or three brothers and set- 
tled in Rehoboth; where the brothers settled 
is not known. Capt. Peter Marsh, his wife, 
Mary, and many of their descendants rest in 
the old family burial place at Rehoboth city, 
Of seventy of the gravesthe names are known, 
and there are also some old graves not known. 
Two family bibles that he brought with him 
from England are still in existence, and also a 
powder horn, marked ‘“P.M.1716.” The horn 
is now owned by Dr. J. W. Marsh. He ac- 
quired a good English education at the acade- 
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mies of Lewes and Georgetown, and read 
medicine one year with his father. Entering 
Jefferson Medical College in 1859, he gradua- 
ted with the class of ’61, and commenced 
practice in partnership with his father, which 
continued till the death of the latter, since 
which time he has been the leading physician 
of his section, having a very large practice 
which extends over a wide area. He is be- 
side interested in farming having 35 acres with 
the homestead and 75 acres beside, which he 
cultivates, mostly devoted to cereals. He is 
a member of the State Medical Society, is 
Democratic in politics, and the family are 
Presbyterians. Dr. Marsh, by his skill and 
high character,has acquired an enviable repu- 
tation and is one of the most reliable and 
successful physicians of the State. 


Gok AY, WINFIELD SCOTT, Editor and 
CSi84 Proprietor of Zhe Middletown Trans- 
y cript, was born near Port Deposit,Cecil 

fo county, Md., Nov. 14, 1847. His 
9, father, Samuel F. Way, was in early 
life a farmer, and afterwards, as a daguerrian, 
traveled through the middle and southern 
States. He was prominent in the Whig party 
in Cecil county, but after its dissolution took 
little interest in politics. In 1863 he removed 
to Town Point,second election district of that 
county, and resumed farming ; in 1868 and ’69 
~ he was engaged in mercantile business. He 
married Lizzie Nesbitt, of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent, who died when this her only child was 
nine months old. His grandfather was James, 
son of John Way, a Quaker family of Chester 
county, Pa. James Way was a plasterer by 
trade, and came early in life to Cecil county, 
where, later, he engaged in farming, which he 
continued till within a few years of his death, 
in 1875. He was the brother of Rebecca Way 
Taylor, mother of the late Bayard Taylor. 
She is still living at an advanced age at Ken- 
nett Square, Pa. ~The wife of James Way was 
Rachel Barrett, and they had four children ; 
Caleb, Samuel F., John and Kate. Caleb and 
John died leaving no children. Kate married 
Samuel Harvey Jack, who held the office of 
Surveyor for Cecil county several terms. Both 
are now dead. Winfield S. Way was brought 
up by his grandfather, and worked on the 
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farm, attending the district school at Liberty 
Grove in winter, and in 1862 spent one term 
at the Newark Academy. He was a close 
student, improving weil his few advantages, 
and was passionately fond of reading. In 1863 
he entered, as an apprentice, the office of the 
Cecil Whig at Elkton, but remained only two 
months. At the age of seventeen he sent his 
first newspaper contribution to the New York 
Weekly Mercury. Yt was accepted, and he 
contributed regularly to the paper for six or 
seven years: also contributed to the Mew 
York Weekly, and Southern Home Fournal. In 
1870 he purchased his father’s store in Town 
Point and conducted it till 1877, and in 1876 
was engaged in mercantile business also in 
Chesapeake City-~In May, 1877, he went to 
Colorado and spent nearly five months, as 
correspondent of New York and Baltimore 
papers. In October of that year he purchased 
of Edward Reynolds the J%ddletown Tran- 
script which he has since successfully con- 
ducted. It has greatly increased, under his 
management, in circulation and influence, and 
his paragraphs and humorous sketches have 
been widely copied. Mr. Way has served 
three years as Secretary of the Peninsula 
Agricultural and Pomological Association of 
Middletown, which holds its Annual Fair at 
that place. He was elected Secretary of the 
Peninsula Press Association at its re-organiza- 
tion four years ago, and has been re-elected at 
every annual meeting since. He has served 
one term of two years as President of. the 
board of Town Commissioners, and is a director 
of the Mutual Loan Association of Middle- 
town. He was one of the organizers, and is 
treasurer of the Irving Lyceum of that place, 
the leading literary society of the state. A 
Democrat in politics his paper is devoted to 
the interests of that party. He was married, 
in 1874, to Kate A., daughter of Christian 
Pote of Philadelphia, and has one child; Liz- 
zie Scott Way. Mr. Way has an acute and 
vigorous mind, an easy flow of language anda 
decidedly humorous vein that greatly enlivens 
his paper. His paragraphs and sketches writ- 
ten under the xom de plume of ‘‘ The Bald 
Headed Editor’ are eagerly watched for and 
enjoyed. He has taken and maintains a high 
social position, and is greatly respected by the 
community. 
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GS ee .UNN, EZEKIEL, Retired Merchant ot 
& Philadelphia, was born on ae homestead 
3 farm,called ‘‘Great Geneva,” near Cam- 
ue den, August. 26; 1810. 
S50 Ezekiel Hunn, Sr., a prosperous farmer 


(Os 
S GK 


#0 a leading member of the Society of | one. 


Friends, was a great abolitionist and assisted 
many poor fugitives from the house of bondige. 
He met with many interesting experiences, 
well worthy of record, and which should be 
preserved to his honor, and as illustrative of 
the times and the people. His wife was 
Tabitha, daughter of Henry Newell of Mur- 
derkill Neck, a family remarkable for their 
beauty and noble appearance. The women 
were considered faultless and greatly admired. 
Mr. Newell was especially striking and distin- 
guished in appearance. Mr. Ezekiel Hunn, 
Sr., had four children: the farm on which his 
son Ezekiel now resides was owned by the 
grandfather of the latter, Jonathan Hunn, as 
early as the middle of the last century. It is 
a fine landed estate on St. Jones’ creek and 
was Called ‘‘ Wild Cat” from the jungle wild 
cat that then infested it. It was the site of 
an ancient Indian town and burial ground, 
and numerous arrow-heads, axes, tomahawks, 
etc., are still found upon it, and the bones of 
the buried Indians are frequently exhumed. 
Mr. Hunn was sent till the age of fourteen to 
the Westtown Friends’ boarding school near 
Philadelphia, and was then apprenticed to 
Townsend Sharpless in that city to learn 
mercantile business, which completing at 
twenty, capital was advanced to him by his 
guardian, Richard Cowgill, and he engaged in 
the wholesale silk and fancy goods business 
on Market street below Third. Sometime 
afterwards he purchased ground and erected 
the buildings at 109 Market and 20 North 
4th St, where he was greatly prospered, and 
in 1846 retired from the business. He owned 
a portion of a silver mine near Middletown, 
Conn., and also invested largely in nickle and 
cobalt mines in the same state. Heafterwards 
went into partnership with his father-in-law, 
Townsend Sharpless, but in time his health 
failed from too energetic and close application 
to business, and he retired to his farm, ‘‘ Wild 
Cat.” When he came of age he sold all his 
patrimony in Delaware but this, which he pre- 
sented by deed to the lady who afterwards 
became his wife. He was married in 1836, to 





| Miss Lydia Jones, daughter of Townsend 
Sharpless, merchant of Philadeiphia, the head 
of the world-famed house of Sharpless in the 


His father, | last generation, who was also a Friend and a 


philanthropist. The union was a very happy 
They have four children; Townsend 
Sharpless; Henry, a merchant in New York; 
Ezekiel Hunn Jr., a leading lawyer of Phila- 
delphia, and Mary, wife of George Wood, of 
the firm of R. D. Wood and Sons in the 
above city. 

CS URDLE, WILLIAM WILSON, Capi- 
: <%) talist and Farmer, Indian River hun- 
dred, was born not far from his present 
sey residence, Feb. 6, 1822. His father, 
Se Jacob Hurdle, a butcher and farmer, 
was born in Virginia in 1780, and came in 
early manhood to Indian River hundred, where 
he married Valinda, daughter of Isaac and 
Kkebecca Joseph, of one of the oldest families 
of Sussex. Five of their seven children grew 
to maturity ; Lettie, died unmarried ; Joseph 
Chambers, a farmer ; Witliam Wilson ; Jacob 
Fisher, a farmer, and Eliza Ann, in charge 
of the sewing department of the Byrd Asylum 
near Philadelphia. Mrs. Hurdle died in July, 
1842. In 1843 Mr. Hurdle married Mrs. Walker. 
She died in 1854. The father of Jacob was 
Joseph Hurdle, who came from England and 
settled in Virginia, where he spent his life 
and raised a family. Mr. William W. Hurdle 
grew up on his father’s farm and attended the 
schools of the locality, but to the reading and 
and study of later years he owes his education, 
mainly. Heremained at home till his mother’s 
death in 1842, soon after which he married and 
commenced farming on his own account on 
sixty acres of land given him by his father, 
and his home was just across the road from 
where he now lives. He soon after commenced 
the purchase of land which he has continued 
till now ; he owns about 2,000 acres, 1600 of 
which is in one body. On this he lives and 
cultivates 160 acres ; the rest is in ten farms 
and is rented, all of it under excellent cultiva- 
tion. He built his commodious residence in 
1857. In connection with farming, he has for 
many years bought and butchered cattle, and 
this business, which has been largely wholesale, 
has been profitable. By carefulness, industry 
and economy, he has been very successful in 
life and is one of the leading farmers of Sus- 
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sex county. 
Whig, but joined the Republican party upon 
its organization, and during the war exerted 
all his influence to save his country. 
listed in the 6th Regiment of Delaware volun- 
teers, under Col. Jacob Moore, and was Cor- 


poral of his company. For nine months he 


was with the regiment guarding the P. W. & 


B. Railroad, and the prisoners at Fort Dela- 
ware. He has been very active and influential 
in the councils of both the Whig and Repub- 
lican parties and has attended nearly all the 
county and State conventions since before he 
was of age. He was once onthe county ticket 
for assessor, and in 1880, was the census taker 
of Indian River hundred. Mr. Hurdle was 
married first in 1843 to Miss Comfort Brinton, 
daughter of Thomas H. Joseph of the same 
place. Five of their seven children grew to 
maturity ; Annie Elizabeth, who married Silas 
M. Warrington and died in 1871; Isabella 
Williams, married David P. Warrington, and 
died in 1868, leaving one child, Susan, who 
AU ice eins 


ith hae weeand 


Verac w mMavanta + 
aves 4A abun ALY 4 


Stetina prs wae 


a eee and has one daughter; George Wash- 
ington, died in 1871, in his twentieth year, and 
Amanda Prudence, wife of John S. Veasey. 
Mrs. Hurdle died Oct. 11, 1867,and Mr. Hurdle 
married, June 2, 1870, Hester Emily, daughter 
of William W. Goslee of Indian River hundred. 





,ILSON, WILLIAM NAUDAIN, In- 


LU surance Agent and ex-member of the 
Levy Court of New Castle county, was 
we born on the “ Foard” farm, in Cecil 
county, Md., being the second son of 
William and Rachel (Naudain) Wilson. He 
attended the public schools of his locality till 
fourteen years of age, when he became a stu- 
dent, for two years, in the Middletown Acad- 
emy, followed by another two years in the 
New London Academy, Chester county, Pa. 
Returning home he engaged in farming with 
his father, and three years afterward, on one 
of his father’s farms near Middletown, known 
s ‘‘ Homestead Hall.” He here showed the 
enterprise and good judgment of a man of 
more mature years, and managed that farm 
with great success till 1861. About this time 
he was induced to allow his name to be placed 
on the sign of a store in the neighborhood, to 
assist an embarrassed merchant, but Mr. Wil- 
son was the loser by $2,000, Generous and 
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In politics he was an old line | unsuspicious, he had nothought that an undue 


‘advantage would be taken of his disinterested 
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He continued farming until 1870, when 
he was elected, on the Democratic ticket, a 
member of Levy Court of N 
for a term of four years. He was known as 
the working member; quick at figures, the 
problems relating to taxation, the details in 
regard to roads, bridges and contracts he 
solved with facility and accuracy. From 1870 
to 1875, Mr. Wilson devoted himself, exclu- 
sively, to the duties of his office. For the 
last three years he has added to his other busi- 
ness that of agent for the Agricultural Fire 
Insurance Company of New York State, and 
has also been general agent for the Maryland 
Life Insurance Company, of Baltimore, which 
occupies much of his time. He is one of the 
vice-presidents of the Irving Lyceum, of Mid- 
dletowni, a literary society of high reputation. 
With his brother, John T. Wilson, he is inter- 
ested in the settlement of his father’s estate, 
and the ‘“ Brick Store Landing” farm of 250 


it havi ring dese: anda d 


to them from their mother. This, with his 
share of his father’s estate, real and personal, 
places him in comfortable circumstances. For 
several years Mr. Wilson took an active in- 
terest in politics. Asa speaker, he is fluent, 
easy and forcible, and has won considerable 
popularity. He is fond of music, and plays 
well on several instruments, especially the 
violin. He united with the Presbyterian 
church of Middletown, in 1870. In manner, 
he is dignified without ostentation, and his in- 
telligent countenance bespeaks the generous 
and noble qualities of his heart. 


Qeesac they own tocath er 
pec ep gore, ’ Ly Soy hy 


GS ALDEMAN, REV. ISAAC MASSEY, 
éf% Pastor of Delaware Avenue Baptist 
a “Y church, Wilmington, was born at Con- 

To) cord, Delaware county, Pa., Feb. 13, 
ws 1845. In 1852 his father, R. J. Halde- 
man, removed his family to West Chester, 

where he conducted a large and prosperous 

mercantile business, and amassed a fortune. 

He was a birthright member of the Society of 
Friends, but in 1866, at the same time with 

his son Isaac, who was then twenty-one years 
of age, he united with the Baptist Church, in 
which he was from that time prominent. He 
married Miss R. A. Massey, a lady of unusual 
piety and intelligence, a descendant of the 





New Castle county, 
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Frazers of Delaware county, originally from | pastor. He edited for several years a religious 


Scotland. 
thorough academic education, and at the age 
of nineteen entered into partnership with his 
father, with whom he remained till he was 
twenty-five, and whose desire was that he 
should succeed him in the business. But his 
tastes were entirely literary ; his mother had 
in his infancy devoted him to the ministry, and 
carefully trained him with this hope in view, 
and from the time of his conversion and bap- 
tism, it was strongly impressed upon his own 
mind that he must preach the gospel. Return- 
ing from a tour through the west, he found his 
church in the midst of a revival, and being 
urged by his pastor, made his first public 
attempt. At its conclusion fifteen rose for 
prayers. His gift was quickly recognized, and 
he soon received a call to the Baptist Church 
at Brandywine, which being repeated the third 
time, he accepted and was ordained. The 
church had previously paid a salary of only 
$400, but offered Mr. Haldeman $1,000. 
During the four years he was the pastor, he 
baptized over two hundred converts, largely 
from the Quaker families who predominated 
in the place, He preached always to crowded 
houses, and hada constant revival. In the 
midst of these successful labors, he received an 
urgent call to the pastorate of Delaware Ave- 
nue Baptist Church of Wilmington, which was 
then in financial embarrassment, and greatly 
in need of an able and popular pastor. Believ- 
ingit to be his duty, he accepted the invitation, 
entering this new field in April, 1875. His 
reception was most flattering ; the church was 
constantly thronged, and even the Wednesday 
evening meetings were attended by an average 
of five hundred people with unabated interest. 
A strong Calvinist, and a firm believer in the 
near approach of the second coming of Christ, 
the unpopularity of his doctrines appeared 
little to affect his popularity as‘a preacher, 
which has only seemed to increase with the 
passage of time. He is very eloquent, his 
style is easy, flowing and original, and he 
often preaches with great power. Since his 
settlement in Wilmington his church has in- 
creased in membership from 246, to 1,145, 
and he has baptized 990 persons. He is the 
treasurer of his church, and inthe first four 
years paid off $15,000 of the debt, that en- 
cumbered the society when he became its 
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Their son Isaac M., received a] paper called ‘“‘7he Avenue,” devoted to the 


interests of his church, and to his peculiar 
doctrinal beliefs. In 1876 he spent six months 
in Europe. He has had calls to other places, 
but it is hoped that it will be long ere the 
ties that bind him to his people here will be 
broken. He met witha great bereavement in 
the death of his father, April 30, 1882. 


heoe ENNINGTON, EVANS, Real Estate 
WJ ‘i Broker, Wilmington, was born in Lan- 






re ZA caster) county, ‘Pa: Feb:n22, 1837....His 
New parents were Daniel and Letitia 


<i2)) (Townsend) Pennington. Daniel Pen- 
nington, a wealthy farmer, was the son of 
John, who was the son of Thomas Penning- 
ton, a native of England, who, with his two 
brothers, came to this country about the mid- 
dle of the last century. He settled in Lan- 
caster county,his brother Isaac in New Jersey, 
and the other brother in Maryland. They 
were meilibers of the Society of Friends, as 
their descendants mostly are to the present 
time. The subject of this sketch received a 
thorough English education in the public and 
boarding schools of Pennsylvania which he 
attended till he was nineteen years of age. 
He soon after became an apprentice to learn 
the milling business, and when twenty-three 
purchased a grist mill which he improved and 
sold in a short time to advantage ; and so he 
continued till 1872, buying mill property, im- 
proving it, operating it for a longer or shorter 
period, and disposing of it at a good advance. 
In these operations he realized a considerable 
sum of money, and in 1872 decided to devote 
himself to real estate, and for that purpose 
removed to Wilmington where he has since 
resided and built up a large and remunerative 
business. Although coming to the city a per- 
fect stranger he possessed the qualities that 
Insure success ; great activity, close attention 
to business, frank and cordial manners, with 
straightforward and fair dealing. This made 
him many friends and acquaintances, who 
were so won by his manners and methods, 
that an immense amount of property was soon 
placed in his hands,and the first year his sales 
amounted to upwards of $100,000. In 1878 
he purchased the property at Eighth and 
King streets, which has since been his resi~ 
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dence and business head quarters. 
admirably suited to the business in which he 
is engaged, being naturally inclined to specu- 
lation. The buying and selling of 
articles by which he turned many 
penny a strong trait even of his child- 
hood, Mr. Pennington is one of the sub- 
stantial and estimable men of Wilmington 
In politics he is a Republican. He was mar- 
ried, March 24, 1864, to Miss Emma Gaw- 
throp, daughter of Allen Gawthrop of Wil- 
mington, but formerly of Chester county, Pa. 
They have three children; Frank Newlin, 
Harry Gawthrop, and Mary G. Mr. Penning- 
ton and his wife are birth-right members of 
the Society of Friends. 


various 
an honest 
was 






il r Books tiles Bo imore, Md., was born 
Levin Omagh, county Tyrone, Ireland, 
ope") March 12, 1812. His parents came to 

America when he was ten years old, 
and settled in New Castie, where he attended 
the academy, and, after leaving school, he 
spent two years in a store, so much to the 
satisfaction of his employers that they desired 
to retain his services indefinitely, but he had 
resolved, even before leaving his native land, 
to learn the printer’s trade and could not be 
turned from his purpose. Accordingly, at 
sixteen,he apprenticed himself in Philadelphia, 
and on attaining his majority became a jour- 


* neyman printer in Baltimore, until 1835, when 


he assumed the superintendence of a job 
printing establishment, which soon acquired a 
reputation for the superior excellence of its 
productions unsurpassed by any house in the 
city. In 1837 he formed a co-partnership 
with Mr. William Spalding, under the firm 
name of Murphy and Spalding, which con- 
tinued, successfully, eighteen months, after 
which the business was conducted by Mr. 
Murphy alone. In 1840 he combined with it 
the book and stationery, and later, the pub- 
lishing business, all of which he prosecuted 
successfully for forty-two years, within a few 
yards of the locality now occupied by his suc- 
cessor. His special publications were the 
standard Catholic books of the country ; also 
valuable legal works, constitutions of the 
United States and of Maryland, school books, 
histories, etc., and all were distinguished by 


et 


| binding and general finish. 
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He isja superior style and elegance in typography, 


He accomplised 
much in elevating the standard of law publica- 
tions, and may be regarded as among the first to 
raise toward its present high rate of excellence, 
the whole art of printing,and publishing. Mr. 
Murphy married, in 1852, M. E. O’Donnoghue 
of Georgetown, D. C., who died in 1869, and 
he remained a widower the rest of his life. He 
died May 27, 1880, much regretted by a large 
circle of friends. He was an upright and 


/conscientious, as well as enterprising and use- 











ful citizen, a kind employer, an 
parent and a christian gentleman. Under the 
able management of his son, Mr. Frank R. 
Murphy, the business he left promises to in- 
crease in usefulness and prosperity, and to 
sustain the high reputation it acquired under 
its founder. 


indulgent 


e(q24 ENNINGTON, FLON. JOHN: BARR, 
an A. M., Lawyer of Dover and ex-At- 


c 1 coriey General, was born in New Castle 


Oo i huudi ed, yQne Ujs father, 
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ep Thomas McDonough Pennington, was 
the son of James Pennington, who married a 
sister of Commodore McDonough. Thomas 
McDonough Pennington married Henrietta, 
daughter of John Barr, a farmer of New Castle 
county. John Barr Pennington attended the 
old public school in Christiana and others in 
the vicinity, and in 1843 and ’44 the academies 
at New Castle and Newark. Inthe spring of 
1845 he entered Jefferson college, at Cannons- 
burg, Pa., from which he graduated A. B. in 
June, 1848. He graduated with distinction 
in a class of sixty-seven members. He 
then traveled south and west, and spent some 
time in Indiana in the study of law. Having 
there an attack of hemorrhage from the lungs, 
he regained his health by an out-door life in 
overseeing the construction of the Wabash 
canal, and returning home in 1851, engaged in 
farming till 1854. He then studied law in the 
office of Hon. Martin W. Bates, was admitted 
to the bar in 1857, and settled at once in 
Dover for the practice of his profession. Al- 
ways prominent in the Democratic party he 
was elected to the Legislature in 1856, and 
took his seat in January, 1857. The House 
was then composed of quite young men, many 
of whom have since been distinguished. In 
1859 he was Clerk of the House, also in 1863, 


an 
Dec. “y, 








EEN LEE I TN TI I I IEEE SN TEE I, IIE TI II IE SS CPE TOBY 





BIOGRAPHICAL 


and again in 1871. 
he was United States District Attorney for | 
Delaware for thirteen months before Grant | 
came into office. 
torney General, Oct. 3, 1874, by Gov. James | 
Ponder for five years, holding the office till 
Oct. 3, 1879. Mr. Pennington has always been. 
devoted to his profession, and is one of the 
leading members of the Delaware bar. A 
gentleman of scholarly attainmentsand high 
social position, he is yet very unassuming in 
manner. He is amember of the Presbyterian | 
church, and was married in 1848 to Miss 
Rebecca A. Rowan. 





He was appointed At-)| was 


Four of their children| mill business. 


DEPARTMENT. 515 


Under Andrew Johnson|a miller and succeeded to his father’s business 


and property. He diedin May,1869. The father 
of the elder William, was Thomas Cooch, who 
a miller with his father, also named 
Thomas Cooch, and died young. Thomas 
Cooch, senior, was the original emigrant from 
England, and settled on the property which 
has ever since borne his name. He bought 
the mill and many hundreds of acres, in that 
section, and was evidently a man of character 
and enterprise, and became wealthy. He 
married a Welsh lady. Since then the family 
has always had a representative in the flour 
The first mill was built near 


are living. His son, Henry R., now a lawyer in| the residence of Mr. Cooch and was burned 


Wilmington, spent previously seven years in 
the United States Navy: four years at An- 
napolis and three years as midshipman. The 
daughters are Clara B., Ada H. and Mary C. 
Pennington. 


cf OOCH, HON. JOSEPH WILKINS, 
KT was born at Cooch’s Bridge, where he 


© and public spirited man, was twice a 
member of the Legislature, in 1847 and ’49, 
being elected on the Whig ticket, with which 
party he was always identified. He died in 
1869, at the age of sixty-six. His widow, 
Sarah C. (Wilkins) Cooch, is still living. The 
father of Levi G., was William Cooch, a miller 
by vocation, who resided at Cooch’s Bridge, 
where he died in 1838, at the age of seventy- 
six. During the Revolutionary war, when 
sixteen years of age, he ran away from home 
and went to sea in a privateer, which was 
captured by an English man-of—war and he 
was taken to England. He found an oppor- 
tunity to escape to France, and from there 
was sent home through the aid of Benjamin 
Franklin, then minister at Paris. On reach- 
ing Delaware bay he was again captured, but 
managed to escape from the vessel to the 
Jersey coast. He was once a member of the 
Legislature. He married Margaret Hollings- 
worth of Elkton, Md., and had three children, 
Zebulon H., William, and Levi G. Zebulon 
was many years a merchant in Baltimore, 
where he became wealthy, and resided, during 
the latter years of his life, in Paris. He was 
killed in that city, in December, 1870, by 
being run over by an omnibus, William was 
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by the British soldiery at the time of the bat- 
tle of Cooch’s. Bridge... The second mill 
was built by the first William in 1792, just 
east of the bridge, and is still standing, but 
has not been used since 1828, when the 
present mill was built also by the elder Mr. 
William Cooch. This is still occupied and 
is run by the subject of this sketch with his 

Wiiili Levi G.Cooch, had 
five children, of whom the eldest is Joseph 
Wilkins. The others are Helen, wife of Rev. 
George Porter, of Newark; William Zebulon 
Hollingsworth of Boston, Mass., and Mary B., 
wife of Samuel McDonald of Newark. Mr. 
Cooch attended the district school, and the 
Newark academy till 1856, when he entered 
Delaware college and pursued a three years’ 
course. Returning home he went to farming 
on the old homestead, where he has always 
remained. The estate contains five hundred 
acres of land at Cooch’s Bridge and in the 
vicinity, mostly devoted to grain. In March, 
1879, he, with his brother William, purchased 
from the other heirs the mill property, which 
they successfully operate. In both the farm- 
ing and milling interests, Mr. Cooch is enter- 
prising and prosperous. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and takes an active interest in pub- 
lic affairs. He has held several local offices, 
and in 1878 was elected State Senator for 
New Castle county, for the term of four years. 
In the session of 1879 he was chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture, and served on the 
Committee of Enrolled bills and Corporations. 
In 1881 he was chairman of the Committee 
on Education, and served on several others, 
proving a faithful and able member of that 
body, and is highly regarded by his constitu- 
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ents as a popular and conscientious legislator. | CN AVES: 
He was madea Mason in 1874, at Newark. He) © 


is trustee of the Pencader Presbyterian church | 


at Glasgow, having united with that denom- | 


ination in 1870. Mr. Cooch was married in| 
1871, to Miss Mary E, daughter of Rev 
Edward and Nancy E. (Foote) Webb, of the 


Presbyterian church. They have four children | 


living ; Caroline, Frank A., Edward Webb 
and Levi Hollingsworth. ° 


co 
oy 


‘oe i WILLIAM SINCLAIR, 
Lawyer, late of Wilmington, 
% born in New Castle county, Dec. 18, 
1832. 
Sarah (Sinclair) McCaulley. His father, 


_ whose sketch has been printed, is still living 


in Wilmington. Mr. McCaulley, in 1847, en- 
tered St. Mary’s College, graduating with the 
class of 1850, when he became a student-at- 
law in the office of the late Chief Justice Gil- 
pin, and after a thorough preparation, was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1854. He at once en- 
tered upon the practice of his profession in 
Wilmington, where he soon acquired an ex- 
tensive and lucrative practice, and became a 
prominent member of the bar. In 1855 he was 
appointed City Solicitor of Wilmington, faith- 
fully discharging the duties of his position for 
the term of four years. In 1862 he was ap- 
pointed Deputy Attorney General, and con- 
tinued as such for two vears. In politics he 
was a Democrat, and was the candidate of his 
party for Mayor, in 1868, and also in 1870, but 
his party being in the minority, he was not 
elected. Mr. McCaulley continued to practice 
his profession with success till the close of 
1878, when he died suddenly, Dec. 30th, after 
afew hours illness, of acute pneumonia. He 
was a man of more than ordinary ability, with 
an acute and discriminating mind, and his 
kind heart and generous nature made him 
many friends. He was an affectionate and duti- 
ful son, and popular wherever he was known. 
He had, early in 1878, been appointed Adju- 
tant General of the State, and held that office 
at the time of his death. He was married, in 
1855, to Miss Caroline F., daughter of Dr. J. 
B. Brinton, of West Chester, Pa., who survives 
him. Their only child, Florence F., is the 
wife of G. R. Frost, a merchant, of New York 
city. 
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TON AEX. bese ek ee 
“yi (4 was the eldest son of Manlove Hayes 
hae y of York seat, Kent county, Delaware, 
=O and Zipporah Hayes nee Laws. His 
al) 


»)° first American progenitor was. Rich- 


‘tard Hayes, who emigrated from England 
|A. D., 1698—married Dolly Manlove, and 


made a settlement in Sussex county near the 
locality of Milford—he died in the year 1773 
aged 96. His son Nathaniel Hayes married 
Elizabeth Carlisle and died 1786,aged 83 years 
His eldest son, Richard Hayes, married Pris- 


|cilla Polk, granddaughter of Ephraim Polk, 
Was | 


and died in 1796, aged 53 years, leaving issue, 
sons, viz: Manlove, Alexander and 
Charles, and three daughters. Manlove, the 
father of the subject of this biography, was 
the only son of Richard who left issue—he 
died in 1849, aged 80, leaving to survive hima 
widow, Ann Hayes, since deceased, and three 
sons, Alexander, Manlove and Charles Polk, 
and two daughters, Eliza M., widow of the 
late Hon. William F. Boone of Philadelphia, 
and Harriet Sykes ; one other daughter of his 
first marriage, Mary Hayes, married the late 
Col. William K. Lockwood, formerly Register 
of Kent county, and died in 1818. Judge Hayes 
was born March 7, 1793, and died in Lancaster, 
Pa., on the 13th of July, 1875, in his 83rd year. 
His preparation for college was conducted at 
a Friends’ school, Smyrna, at Newark academy, 
and at Dover Academy, and while at the last 
was, at nineteen years of age, induced to ac- 
cept the nomination for Secretary of the State 
Senate, to which position he was triumphantly 
elected. He, in company with the late Hon. 
Robt. C. Grier, late Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the U. S., entered the Junior class 
half advanced at Dickinson College, Carlisle, 
Pa. where he was graduated in the class of 
1812, having gained one of the three highest 
honors. He entered on the study of the law 
with Hon. H. M. Ridgley of Dover, becoming 
a member of the bar, Nov. 15, 1815, was ad- 
mitted to practice in the Common Pleas, Dis- 
trict and Supreme Court of Philadelphia, 
in 1820, after removal to that city, and in 1821 
removed to the city of Reading for the prac- 
tice cf his profession. His successful career 
here continued until June, 1827, when he was 
appointed by Gov. Andrew Shultze, assistant 
Judge of the District Court of Lancaster and 
York counties. Upon the division of the 
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judicial district in 1833, upon petition of the| the coast of Texas soon after the war with 


members of the bar of Lancaster, he was ap-| 
pointed President Judge by Gov. Wolfe. He| 
performed the duties of this position with high | 
honor until 1849, when he resigned to resume | 
practice at the bar. He was one of the origina- | 
tors of the enterprise resulting in the erection | 
of the Conestoga Mills of Lancaster, and 
served as one of a committee to visit and re- 
port,after inspection of the cotton mills of New 
England. He was the writer of the commit- 
tee’s report favoring their immediate erection. 
At the formation of the company, he at first 
declined to serve as one of the five managers, 





but, in 1846, was induced to succeed John N. 
Lane, and, in 1850, succeeded C. Hager, as 
President and General Agent of the Company. 
The mills employed eight hundred hands and 
he had full charge of their operations until 
1854, when he permitted himself to be elected, 
at the solicitation of his many friends, asso- 
ciate Law-Judge of the courts of Lancaster 
county. In 1864 he was re-elected, and served 
with rare ability and dignity in this honorable 
position; and though he had passed his four 
score years, his mental vigor and physical 
powers were remarkably preserved. He proba- 
bly held the oldest commission at the expira- 
tion of his last term (1874) of any living 
Judge, having served forty-two years on the 
bench. His efforts were unremitting in the 
cause of education; for many years he was 
president of the board of School Directors of 
the city; a trustee of the State Normal 
School, and one of the vice-presidents of the 
Franklin Marshall College. The occasion of 
his death was one of an eventful character in 
the community in which he had lived. To the 
citizens generally, it was a matter of wide 
condolence and affectionate regret, for all 
knew and honored Judge Hayes. The meeting 
of the Lancaster bar on the 14th of July was 
in itself, a touching scene Hon. Thomas E. 
Franklin made the formal announcement of 
the event calling them together ; a committee 
of which he was the chairman reported resolu- 
tions, which, while containing the highest 
eulogy, were felt to be just, recognizing the 
purity of his official life, and the benevolence, 
charity and integrity ‘‘which marks the 
christian gentleman” in every relation of life. 
Judge Hayes had two sons, Edward, a gradu- 
ate of West Point, who died of yellow fever on 


Mexico, and Charles, the second son, was a 
civil engineer, aud died some years before his 
father. Neither was married. Four daughters 
of Judge Hayes are now residents of Lancas- 


ter, Pennyslvania. 





Oe OOCH, WILLIAM, of Cooch’s Bridge, 
ot was born at that place, Jan. 6, 1845 ; 
ub the second son of Levi G. and Sarah 
date C. (Wilkins) Cooch. For an account 
& of the family and ancestry the reader 
is referred to the sketch of his brother, Hon. 


J..W..Cooch. . He attended the schools in the 


vicinity of his home till the age of twelve, 


and after that, the academy at Newark. For 
three years from 1858 he was at the military 
academy of Col, Theodore Hyatt at Wilming- 
ton. He was then a salesman in a mercantile 
house in Philadelphia for a year and a half, 
after which he took a special course in analyti- 
cal chemistry in Delaware college, where he 
continued two years, having previously given 
much attention to this branch of study. in 
1871 he went west and was for two years As- 
sistant Professor of Chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Missouri. He then joined his brother, 
J. Wilkins Cooch, in iron mining on Iron Hill, 
two miles west of Cooch’s Bridge, and a part 
of the original estate of the elder Thomas 
Cooch. In this they were very successful till 
the panic of 1875 to’78 made the business 
unprofitable. They-had an ore free from phos- 
phorus and sulphur, especially suitable for 
steel rails, and of a finer quality than any 
imported ore. They shipped it to the fur- 
naces at Harrisburg, shipping often over 600 
tons a month. They ceased iron mining in 
1878 and purchased the interest of the other 
heirs in the flour mill at the Bridge, which they 
have since successfully operated. It is both 
a merchant and custom mill; they have four 
run of stone and a pony, and a capacity of 
fifty barrels a day. Mr. Coochis a member of 
the Democratic party, but is not interested in 
politics. He joined the P. E. Church, in 1878, 
and was married May 14, 1874, to Miss Annie 
M., daughter of Frederick A. Curtis of Newark. 
They have four children, the elder of whom 
are Harriet Curtis, Helen Augusta, and Eliza 
Baynard. Mr. Coochis a gentleman of culture 
and high character, and an esteemed and en- 
terprising citizen. 
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Rise CWHORTER, HONS CHARICE S | to Wilmington. He was a municipal officer 
ay & HENRY, was born in St. Georges »| fo r several years in St. Georges. He was 
ey tee December 25, 1838, the eldest son of| married, in 1865, to Miss Agnes, daughter of 
SkS ” Leontine McWhorter: a farmer of the | Thomas Jamison of St. Georges hundred, 
£5 above vicinity, who married in 1837,! and has five children: Anna, Ewing Vallan- 
Jane, daughter of John McCrone, a native of | digham, Irene, Alma and Blanche. 
Ireland, living near Wilmington. They had | 
nine other children, six of whom are living:| ; 
John T., Leontine and Emerson Hopkins, and} § ri Wilmington, was born at Lewes, Jan. 
.three daughters, Maggie, now wife of Clarence tte «16, 1816. His father, David Walker, 
Jamison of Red Lion hundred, Caroline and} YS lived on his farm in that vicinity, and 
Mary. The father of the first Leontine was e was also by trade a carpenter and 
Thomas McWhorter, who was bornin Virginia | builder. He was a man of irreproachable 
and came to Delaware the latter part of the| character, quiet in manner and_ greatly 
last. century, and settled in St. Georges hun-| esteemed. He held several local offices and 
dred where he resided the remainder of his life.| was an elder in the Presbyterian Church. He 
He married Mary McCaulley of this State and/ died about 1856, at the age of seventy- four. 
had three children: Leontine, Thomas, a] His wife was Mary, second daughter of Gov. 
farmer in St. Georges hundred, and Mary, all| David Hall, and who had been previously 
of whom are living. Charles H. McWhorter]! married to Dr. Robert Houston, uncle of Judge 
attended the schools of his locality, and in} John W. Houston. john W. Walksr was 
1852 the Newark Academy, remaining four| educated at the academy at Lewes, and at 
years. He then entered Delaware college,| sixteen commenced to learn the trade of his 
but on that day an accident, resulting in the! father. He was appointed Wreck Master by 
death of one of the pupils, caused a suspension} Gov. Tharp in 1846, and held the position 
of the college for a time, and he returned! four years, after which he was successfully en- 
home. He remained on the farm till 1860,| caged many years in the wrecking ‘business, 
when he removed to another, owned by his| and in command of his own vessel acquired 
father, near Dover, which he cultivated for! the title of Captain. He also superintended 
-three years. In 1863 he left farming and, in| the construction of the Government Wharf at 
company with his brother, engaged successfuly | Lewes till near its completion, under the ap- 
in mercantile business in St. Georges, under| pointment of Col. Kurtz, in which position he 
the firm name of C. H, and J. T. McWhorter.} gave great satisfaction to all concerned, by 
In 1866 he sold his stock and real estate to | his skill and knowledge of all the kinds of work 
J. P. Belville and retired from the business.| to be done. A Democrat in politics, Captain 
He then furnished the capital for, and took}; Walker was many times Judge of the election 
an interest in, a tobacco manufactory in the|in Lewes, and, in 1859, served in the Legisla- 
same town, turning out about one thousand] ture asa representative from Sussex, proving 
-pounds of manufactured goods per day, and]an able and popular officer. He removed in 
in this also was very successful, exporting|that year to Wilmington where he has since 
largely to Europe. This business he continued | resided and followed his trade. In 1872 he 
till 1870 when he sold it, and in partnership| was elected a member of the City Council, and 
with his brother engaged in the manufacture|served with credit for two years. He is a 
-of agricultural machinery, under the firm name} member of the Masonic Fraternity, and since 
.of J. T. McWhorter and Company, which they | early life has been a member of the Presby- 
continued till the spring of 1881, when they|terian Church. He was married in 1855 to 
established themselves in the agricultural] Miss Eliza Ann Herdman, daughter of the 
implement business in Wilmington which they | late William Herdman, at one time Sheriff of 
«still continue. Mr. McWhorter has always| New Castle county. They have one child, 
been allied to the Democratic party, but was| John Herdman Walker, who, in March, 1882, 
always opposed to slavery. -He was elected| married Miss Martha Craig, of Wilmington, 
to the State Senate in 1878 for four years and | whose parents came from the north of Ireland, 
supported the bill to move the Court Houseland are strict Scotch-Irish Presbyterians. 
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Capt. Walker is a man of intelligence, and of to do so, he applied himself, upon assuming 
much force of character, and enjoys excellent | command, dilig gently, to instruct and train Vi 


health despite his years of ae and toil. ee for the field. <A strict disciplinarian, a 


skillful tactician, careful of his soldiers, and at- 
uD OCKWOOD, HENRY H., Brigadier | tentive to their wants, his success was encour- 


| 
(\y General in the army of the noe and, indeed, complete. On the 8th of 











be iG States, son of William K. and Mary] August he was made Brigadier-General, and 
& (Hayes) Lockwood, was born Aug. 17,| was assigned to the Army of the Potomac. 

1814in Kent County. He entered West | On the occasion of his promotion he received 
Point in June, 1832, was graduated and ap- | from the officers of the Regiment he had com- 
pointed a Lieutenant in the Second Regiment | manded an elegant sword, and sash, in token 
of Artillery, U.S.A. in June, 1836. He served|of their esteem. It being rumored that the 
under Major General Jessup through the Florida | counties of Accomac and Northampton, Va., 
campaign of 1836-1837, and resigned his com-|were swarming with armed rebels, who 
mission in October of the latter year. In|threatened the lower counties of Maryland, 
1841, he was appointed Professor of Mathe-|the Union men in those counties anxiously 
matics in the Navy, and in that capacity, was | sought aid from the Government of the United 
assigned in Nov., 1841, to the Frigate United| States. Gen. Lockwood was therefore di- 
States on her three years’ cruise in the Pacific. rected, in Sept., 1861, to establish a camp at 
He was adjutant of the land forces under | Cambridge, Md., and organize a force to pro- 
Com. T. Ap Jones, her commander, in the|tect the peninsula, between the Chesapeake 
capture of Monterey on the coast of and the |and Delaware. Here he remained until the 
Capital of California in October, 1842. On his! November elections were over, when he as- 
return, in 1844, he was stationed at the Naval|sembled his forces, including Nemin’s famous 
Asylum in Philadelphia. He assisted in the | battery, the N. Y. Fifth,(Zouaves,) anda reg- 
organization of the United States Naval School |iment from each of the States of Wisconsin, 
at Annapolis, having on the requisition of the | Michigan, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Government finished a plan for the same, and}and Delaware, with a company of cavalry 
was appointed among the first of its Professors. | from Reading, Penna., the whole numbering 
Having, in 1845, married the eldest daughter of | five thousand five hundredmen. These he as- 
Chief Justice Booth of Delaware, he estab- |sembled at Newtown, on the Pocomoke, near 
lished his residence in one of the dwellings be-|the Virginia line. Simultaneously with this 
longing to the Government on the beautiful} movement Major Gen. Dix’s celebrated pro- 
esplanade of Fort Severn, where he continued | clamation was sent forth. The insurgents were 
to reside, filling successively the professorships |soon brought to terms and compeiled to lay 
of Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Gunnery }|down their arms. A civil government under 
and Infantry and Artillery tactics, until the }the U.S. authority, and the Legislature of 
Naval Academy was transferred by orders from | Wheeling, was established, which General 
Washington to Newport, R. I. In 1852, Pro- | Lockwood protected till January, 1863, though 
fessor Lockwood published a werk on ‘‘small}constantly seeking more active duty. Then 
arms and other Military Exercises adapted to|he was put in command of the defense of the 
the Naval service,” and also a pamphlet “On|Lower Potomac, with headquarters at Point 
the Manual of Naval Batteries” which have | Lookout, where extensive hospitals, corrals, 
contributed to the uniformity of drill, and the} contraband camps and rebel prisons had been 
admirable system now existing in our Navy in] established. Here he remained till called to 
the practice of Arms. Before the publication of | lead such troops as were in and about Balti- 
this Manual no two batteries,it is believed,were | more, in June, 1863, to Gettysburg. With 
drilled alike, a diversity, the inconvenience of|three Maryland Regiments and one from New 
which is too obvious to need explanation.| York, he aided in that memorable conflict, 
When the State of Delaware, in the spring of | justly regarded as the decisive battle of the 
1861, raised her first Regiment of Volunteers,|war. His command was known as an inde- 
Professor Lockwood was solicited to accept|pendent brigade, but acted with the 12th 
the command as colonel. Believing it his duty} corps. After this battle and the subsequent 
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abortive attempt to crush Lee’s army at Wil-|Choptank river, which he cultivated, and on 
liamsport, he was left in command of the im-) 


portant post of Harper’s Ferry, with its garri- 
son of 15,000 men. 
tumn he was relieved, and soon after, on the 


withdrawal of Gen. Schenck from the Middle | 


Department, succeeded that astute com- 
mander in command of the Middle Depart- 
ment, with headquarters in Baltimore. 
the disastrous battles in the wilderness, Va., 
in the spring of 1864, Gen, Lockwood gathered 


together all the available troops in and around | 


Baltimore and Washington—some 6000 men— 
and led themas an acceptable reinforcement to 
the depleted Army of the Potomac. He wasas- 
signed to the command of the 2nd Division of 
the Sixth Corps, and as such took part in the 
actions of May 30th and June Ist, near Han- 
over Court House, Va. Afterwards he re- 
turned to Baltimore, and remained inactive 
till July, 1864, when in the absence of the De- 
partment Commander, he, at the instance of 
the Governor of Maryland, and the Mayor of 
Baltimore, assumed command ot such provis- 
ional forces as could be gathered together for 
the defense of that city against the rebel raid 
of Gen. Early, in July, 1864, whose cavalry se- 
riously threatened the city. Confirmed in his 
course by the Secretary of War, he remained 
for some weeks in command of a large force 
near that city, and afterwards and till his mus- 
ter out in Aug., 1865, commanded a brigade in 
the Middle Department. The war ended, 
Gen. Lockwood resumed his duties as a naval 
officer at the Naval Academy, being professor 
of Natural and Experimental Philosophy. In 
July, 1871, he was transferred to the Naval 
Observatory, Washington, D. C., where he te- 
mained till August 14, 1876; under the provi- 
‘sions of an Act of Congress, providing for such 
officers as may reach the age of 62 years, he 
was retired from active duty on three-fourths 
pay. Since then he has lived in Georgetown, 
D. C., and though legally retired, feels himself 
able to partake in any struggles that may 
hereafter disturb his beloved country. 


ae ULBRETH, THOMAS OLIVER, Re- 
a tired Merchant of Dover, was born in 
/ Caroline county, Md., Jan. 20, 1828; 
son of Durden and Susan (Crawford) 
> Culbreth. His father owned a large 
and valuable farm on the head waters of the 


\ 





After | 


During the following au- 


which he was born and died, and on which, 
also, his father, Samuel Culbreth, was born and 
died. The last named was a member of the 
Legislature, and so honest and conscientious, 
that he refused the per diem for the days that 
he was absent; on being assured that the 


| State would not be benefited by his leaving 








it, he took it and gave it to his poor neighbors. 
He was married three times, first to Miss 
Smithers, by whom he had three children ; 
John, Durden, and Margaret, afterwards, Mrs. 
Thomas Slaughter. By his marriage next, to 
Miss Smith, he had four children; Sallie, 
Thomas B., Richard S., and Samuel. His third 
wife was Annie Baynard, and his children by 


| her were six ; Robert B., William F., Charles, 


Susan, afterwards, Mrs. Solomon Truitt, Re- 
becca, who died a young woman, and Henry 
C. Culbreth. Durden Culbreth had three chil- 
dren, two of whom are living ; Thomas Oliver, 
and Crawford, a farmer of Anne Arundel 
county, Md.; the younger child died in child- 
nood. of the .cldest end 
mest respectable on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland ; one of its members, Thomas Cul- 
breth, was the only representative ever sent 
to Congress from Caroline county. Thomas 
O.Culbreth attended the schools of his locality, 
in his boyhood, and worked on the farm. In 
1848, he became a clerk in a dry goods house 
in Philadelphia, where he thoroughly familiar- 
ized himself with the business. Receiving but 
a small salary, he still contrived to lay aside, 
regularily,a portion of his earnings, which add- 
ed to the $7,000 he received from his father’s 
estate, enabled him, in 1857, to start a store in 
Dever in company with his half uncle, William 
T. Culbreth, who took charge of the business 
in that place, while Mr. Thomas O. Culbreth 
made the necessary purchases in Philadelphia, 
where he still remained as clerk. The follow- 
ing year, however, he became a resident of 
Dover, and the partnership continued till 1867, 
when his uncle died. He then conducted the 
business alone till 1878, when he retired and 
devoted himself to the care of his property. 
Having been very successful in business, he 
invested largely in real estate, and owns in 
Kent county 377 acres in two farms, in Mary- 
land 450 acres in two farms, and much valuable 
property in Dover, part of which is the Capitol 
Hotel, and with the exception of two build- 
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ings, the whole of that block on State street. 
Mr. Culbreth affiliates with the Democratic 


party. He is a member of the Protestant | 


Episcopal church, in which he has been Ves- 
tryman for fifteen years. 
1864, to Mary E., daughter of Jonathan Stiles, 
a farmer of Kent county, and has had seven 
children, two of whom have died; Haslet, 
March 22, 1870, and Howard Carroll, Oct. 9, 
1878. 


fe RIMSHAW, COL. ARTHUR HAR- 
of Wilmington, was born 


cre PER, M.D, 
NZ, in Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 1824. 


“Oy ed graduate of the University of Penn- 
Sale 


59 sylvania, of the class of 1845, in whic hi 
year he came to this State and engaged in the | 


practice of his profession, at DuPont’s Powder 
Mills. 


phia Dispensary, and physician tothe Friends 


Orphan Asylum for Colored Children, and also | 
served as resident physician in the Philadel- | ¢ 


phia Alms House. Atter nearly three years 


spent at DuPont’s, he removed to Wilming- 
ton, in January, 1848, and entered on a large | 
and successful practice, in which he continued | 


until 1861, when he was appointed Postmas- 
ter of the city by President Lincoln, and held | 
this position until removed by Andrew John-. 
son. On June 7th, 1862, he wascommissioned | 
Colonel, 
recruit the Fourth Delaware Infantry Regi- 


ment, whose subsequent gallant servicesin the | 


army of the Potomac are well known. He 


He was married in) 


He isa! 


Before settling in this State, he was. 
resident assistant physician of the Philadel-_ 


and appointed mustering officer to |} 


'Common Schools of New Castle county, and 
has been a most useful citizen in the several 
relations he has held to the community. Dr. 
Grimshaw, by his superior endowments and 
culture, has been able to serve the best inter- 
ests of education, and his writings have been 


widely read, especially his two published prize 
/essays, one on the 


ee 


Use of Tobacco,” and an- 
other on ‘ Juvenile Delinquency.” Col. Grim- 
|shaw is brave and unselfish, his civil and mili- 
tary record, alike, showing him more ready to 
serve his ceuntry and his friends and the in- 
terests of the city, than careful for the accu- 
mulation of fortune. He has been the untiring 
friend of the poor in his practice, and his as- 
siduities at their bedsides, and his generous 
relinquishment of claims on such for medical 
-services rendered, have passed into the cur- 
rent history of the city, in which he has so 
iong been known and honored. 





>URRY, ALBERT, Farmer and Candi- 

“eT date for Governor of Delaware, on the 
sey Republican ticket, 1882, 
GEIS Thomas and Nancy (Clifton) Curry, 
EY and resides on the old homestead farm 
near Greenwood. Thomas Curry, his father, 
/was born in 1783,in North West Fork hun- 
dred, and died in 1836, on his estate near Mil- 
ford. His father was also named Thomas, and 
died, Oct. 22, 1827. He was a soldier of the 
Revolutionary war, and served in the famous 
“Delaware Line,” and his son Thomas served 
junder Col. S. Davis, in the war of 1812. The 
Currys first were settlers in the province of 


is the son of 


was incommand of a brigade during most of | Maryland, and emigrated from England. The 


the period of service up to Jan., 1865, and his 


grandfather of Albert Curry, Thomas, had 


brigade took the chief part in the action of two sons, Thomasand James and moved from 


Chapel House, on the Squirrel Level Road, 
Va. Among the most important battles in 
which he took part, were those of Cold Har- 
bor, and the attack on Petersburg, besides be- 
ing in many others of less importance. 
attack on Petersburg, he was wounded twice: 


in the shoulder by the fragment of a shell and | 
was shot through the right arm by a minnie |A. T. A. Torbert, 


In the | 


Bridgeville, Del., to the farm on which the 
subject of this sketch now resides, and where 
he died at the date above noted. The period 
of this settlement onthis farm antedated the 
war of the revolution. On this farm Thomas, 
|the father of Albert Curry grew up. Daniel 
Curry, late of Milford, and father of Mrs. Gen. 
was the elder brother of 


ball. In civil life he has served in positions of | Albert, and Ann Elizabeth, wife of Simeon 
honor and usefulness, having been, for three | | Pennewil!, Esq., of Greenwood, is a sister. Mr. 


years, a member of the City Council ; a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education, 
period of its formation up to 1882, 
one time its president. 
Hon. 

66 


‘Curry, after attending the schools of his neigh- 


fram the , borhood, was sent, at sixteen years of age, to 
and at the Academy at Milford, then under the di- 
He succeeded to rection of Rev. Mr. Howard, and after four 
Willard Hall, as Superintendent of | | years, because of his father’s declining health, 
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was compelled to return home, and since 1836, | Justice of the Peace. He held many local offi- 


has continued to reside here. He has devoted 
his life to agriculture, and is one of the most 
successful and thorough farmers of the State. 


He is the owner of ten farms in his vicinity ; is} 
a large peach grower, having had as many as| 


20,000 trees in bearing at one time, but now 
has only about 8,000 in bearing, his farms be- 
ing mostly devoted to grain. He, early in his 
history, took a large interest in the public im- 
provements of the State, and has been a di- 


rector of the Delaware railroad for many years; | 
has taken a grcat interest in the educational | 


affairs of the community, and served as School 
Commissioner of his district ; and at the break- 
ing out of the late civil war was appointed by 


Gov. Burton, enrolling officer for his district, | 


and served in this position throughout the 
war. His desire was to be a soldier in the 
field, and but for untoward circumstances pre- 


venting, he could not have been induced to) 
occupy a merely civil post in the struggle. In'! 


politics he has been a Republican from the or- 


ganization of that party in the State, and be- | 
fore this, was a member of the People’s party, | 


and 2 Whig until the party ceased to exist. 
Indeed, he is to this day, rather disposed to 


congratulate himself upon -the fact that his/| 
father and grandfather were members of that | 
Averse as Mr. Curry has| 


now historic party. 
always been to public life, and to official po- 


sition dependent ona political canvass, it was | 
wards kept the hotel at Glasgow for two 


with some surprise that his friends first learned 
that he had consented, after the greatest per- 
suasion, to become a candidate for Governor. 
His modesty and perfect freedom from politi- 
cal aspirations, being not less marked charac- 
teristics of the man, than his intelligence, 
honor, and special fitness to serve creditably, 
and with fidelity and purity in any position his 
fellow citizens might induce him to be a can- 
didate for. He was united in marriage, May 
2, 1848, to Miss Sarah A., daughter of John 
Hurst, of Sussex county, and one son, Thomas, 
born, Sept. 4, 1851, is the fruit of this marriage. 


2 ICHOLSON, IAMES, Farmer of Sum- 
i mit Bridge, was born in New Castle 
WU county, Feb. 6, 1814. His father, Wil- 











ces and was popular and highly respected. He 
followed, in early life, the tailoring business, 
but was afterwards kept almost constantly in 
office. He was very prominent in the commu- 
nity, an active and influential member of the 
old Whig party, and an intimate friend of 
John M. Clayton. He died in 1856, at about 
75 years of age. His son, James, is his only 
surviving child by his marriage, in 1812, with 
Millicent Savin, of Kent county. She died in 
1838, and he was afterwards twice married. 
His second wife was Rachel Layman, by whom 
he had two children, both living: William P. 
and Pauline. The family is of English origin, 
and were among the early settlers of Kent. 
Mr. James Nicholson received a good common 
school education, was brought up to industri- 
ous habits, and early commenced to make his 
own way in life. He was aclerk for a while, 
worked in making the old Frenchtown and 
New Castle railroad, and at nineteen, taught 
school, which he followed for two years. For 
about a year he superintended ihe consiruc- 
tion of a part of the P, W. & B. R_R.,, after 
which he rented, for two years, a farm near 
Glasgow. He then removed to Cecil county, 
Md., and combined farming with hotel keep- 
ing, but returned in two years to a farm in 
the vicinity of Glasgow, and soon after be- 
came the tax collector and constable of 
Pencader hundred for four years He after- 


years, and next, at Summit Bridge for 
thirteen years, cultivating also the hotel 
farm. From 1852, he kept a country store 
till 1855, when he became a contractor 
for the building of the Delaware railroad. In 
1856, he purchased the Caulk farm near Sum- 
mit Bridge, where he lived and succeeded 
well, but rented it in 1858, and returned to 
mercantile life at Summit Bridge, and also 
kept hotel till 1865, when he purchased a fine 
farm in Chester county, Pa., and resided there 
a year. On account of the death of his eldest 
son, he sold this property and returned to his 
store at Summit Bridge, and soon purchased 
there the Beach hotel farm, where he still re 
sides. He has added to it an adjoining farm, — 
and now owns 217 acres close adjoining the 


liam Nicholson, was born in Dover, village, and which will probably be the site of 
but resided, most of his life, in Penca-| the best part of the town. He owns also the 


der hundred, where he was, for many years, a| “Pleasant Valley” farm, at the foot of Iron 











e 


BIOGRAPHICAL 


Hill, near Glasgow, which he purchased in| 
1856. Mr. Nicholson has always been a mem-. 
ber of the Democratic party. and actively in- | 
terested in political matters. He was first: 
elected as Assessor of his hundred against his. 
father, who was the Whig candidate. In 1868, | 
he was appointed Recorder of New Castle} 
county, by Gov. G. Saulsbury, which office he | 
held five years. In 1876, he was elected to 
the Legislature and served during the ses- | 
sion of 1877. He became a Mason in 1870, | 
joining St. John’s oo. ried Castle county. 
He was married, July 3, 1838, to Miss Sarah, | 
daughter of William and ane (Underwood) | 
Adair, of Pencader hundred. They have had 
four children. The daughters were Milli- | 
cent Jane, wife of William H. Harbert, mer-. 
chant of Summit Bridge, and Anna Matilda, 

who marriec Edward F. Boulden, and died in’ 
1863, in her twenty-second vear. She was a 
lovely christian woman. The eldest son, 

James Lewis, died, Sept. 4, 1865, in his. 
twenty-third year, a young man of great. 
promise, well educated and of exemplary. 
christian character. He was the pride of his’ 
parents, and his loss was keenly felt. The | 
youngest child, Lambert Veazey Nicholson, is 
at home with his parents. 


- ATEMAN, REV. JAMES, formerly a 
, well-known Minister of the gospel in 
~ Delaware, was born in Queen Anne 
county, Md., Jan. 4, 1775. He married | 
Susan, daughter of John Marim, of Kent 
in the vicinity of Dover. Five children were | 
born to them: Hannah Marim, Mary, James, | 
Charles M.and John Henry Bateman. Sketches | 
of James and John H. are in this vol. He 
traveled as an itinerant in the States of Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Delaware ; 
his death occurred in Greensboro, Caroline | 
county, Md., May 31, 1830, and his remains 
were interred at that place. His last conscious | 
utterance was, ‘Oh! the pain, the bliss of dy-. 





{ 
| 


“next in business in Dover, 


Rebecca Armstrong, of Brandywine. 
|their children are now living: 


DEPARTMENT. : 523 


As aman he was amiable, urbane and gen- 


erous ; as a Christian, gentle, candid and 


full of charity; as a preacher, sound, earnest 


and warm ; as a presiding elder, discreet, firm 

and wise. Fis life was useful and loving, and 
his death triumphant.” 

ox ATEMAN, JOHN HENRY, Cashier of 

24D the First National Bank of Dover, was 

a) B born in Chestertown, Kent county, 

2) Md., March 13, 1830. His father, Rev. 

“ James Bateman, died a few weeks after 

the birth of this son, who was brought up by 

his uncle, Charles Marim. His educational 


| advantages were limited, and at the age of 


fourteen, he became a clerk in Milford, and 
after one year, in Wilmington. For two years 
from 1848, he was in the woolen factory on the 
Brandywine, and for two years superintended 
‘the farm of his uncle, near Dover. He was 
and, in 1857, re- 
ceived from Gov. Causey the appointment of 
Justice of Reace a mnblotanyeh Public for 
Kent county. This office he resigned, upon 
being appointed clerk by C. H. B. nee él 

lector of Internal Revenue. President Lin- 
coln appointed him Postmaster at Dover, in 
1861, and he held this office two terms. April 
28, 1868, he was elected Cashier of the First 
National Bank of Dover, which position he has 
since ably and satisfactorily occupied. In poli— 


_ticshe is an enthusiastic Republican, and a 


prominent and influentfal worker and writer for 


'the success of his party. Mr. Bateman united 


with the M. E. church in 1845, and is superin- 
tendent of the Sabbath School of the Wesley 
church of Dover. He was married, Feb. 26, 
1852, to Caroline S., daughter of Andrew and 
Five of 
Susan M, a 
teacher in Wilmington; Rebecca T., who 
married, Feb. 26, 1878, William T. Cullen, of 
Kent county, and has one child, William 
Bateman Cullen; and James, Josephine and 





ing!” The testimony of The General Min- 
utes of the Methodist Episcopal Church respect- 


ing him, is most honorable, and the following | 
encyclopedic notice embraces all that needs. 


to be said: ‘‘ A Methodist Episcopal minister, 
born in Maryland, 1775, convertedin 1800, en- 


tered the itinerant ministry in the Philadel-. 


phia Conference in 1806, located in 1814, re- 
entered in 1817, and preached until his death. 


Andrew Armstrong Bateman. 


62) IMMONS, BAUDUY, iate of Wilming- 
eo ton, was born in Christiana hundred, 
Ze, near what is now Du Pont Station, Jan. 
eS 24, 1805. His father, John Simmons, 

had there three farms, on one of which 
ihe lived. He died in the infancy of this son 
| who was his youngest child. The family is 
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one of the oldest in the State, and from times 


far back were members cf Old Swedes church. 
John Simmons had, besides, two other sons, 
George and John, and one daughter, Hannah, 
who married Jesse Gregg. All are 
ceased. Bauduy Simmons was trained to the 
labors of the farm which he followed fora 
time, but inclining towards mercantile pur- 
suits, he came to Wilmington, about 1830, and 
entered the store of -his uncle, Georg 


now de- 


re Sim- 
mons, who was then a shipping merchant at 
Front and Orange streets, at atime when 
Wilmington carried on an extensive trade 
with the West Indies and was much more a 
shipping port than now. In 1837 he entered 


into partnership with Jeremiah Duncan in the | 
lumber business, at Front and Tatnall streets. | 


Soonafter, he purchased Mr. Duncan’s interest 


and entered into partnership with Joshua Sim- | 
‘mons, which continued till the death of the | 


latter in 1863, when his son George took his 
place, and Mr. Bauduy Simmons’ son, Samuel 
G., was also admitted to the firm, whlch then 


took the name of Bauduy Simmons and Com- , 


“pany. A large and extensive business in lum- 
ber and mill work was built up, requiring large 
buildings and yards for the trade, and is still 
fully maintained. Mr. George Simmons retir- 
ed in 1871, and the year following Mr. Bauduy 
Simmons also retired, and the firm then be- 
came S. G. Simmons and Brother. Since that 
time the younger brother has also been ad- 
mitted. These gentlemen are practical in the 
business, having grown up to it under their 
father’s management, and the firm is recog- 
nized as one of the most important in the city, 
on account of the nature and extent of their 
transactions and of their superior business ac- 
complishments. The enterprise has nowa 
continuous history of over forty years, and few 
establishments are able to refer back to so 


long continued a prosperity as that enjoyed | 


by S.G. Simmons & Brothers. Mr. Bauduy 
Simmons became one of the old reliable busi- 
ness men and property owners of Wilmington, 
and was one of its most public spirited citizens. 
Active in business, upright in dealing, and | 
with a character above reproach he was a man 
of mark, and respected by every one. He 
would, however, never accept any office. In 
early life he was an old line Whig and after- 
wards a Republican. 
years a member of Old Swedes church, 


He was for a number of 
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and later in life a vestryman in St. Andrew’s 
P. i. His wife was Ann, daughter of 
Samuel Gregg, and their four children, now liv- 
‘ing, are Samuel G., Charles, Jesse G., and 
HelenS. All these three brothers are togeth- 
erin partnership. No face was more familiar 
|in business circles in Wilmington than that of 
Bauduy Simmons, and with few persons was 
itso pleasant to meet. Therefore the loss 
| was deeply felt when on Feb. 2, 1882, an ill- 
ness of about two months closed his long and 
worthy career. He died at his residence, 304 
West st., aged a few days over 77 years, and 
| was laid to rest in old Swedes cemetery. 


church 





LX TONE, GEORGE WHITEFIELD, 
aCe Merchant of Wilmington, was born in 
ee Moravia, Cayuga county, New York, 
Gas Feb. 29, 1840. His parents were Jacob 
T. and Mary (Bennett) Stone. His 
ifather was a farmer in his early life, and with 
the exception of one year spent in Moravia, 
| resided all his life in Homer, Cortlandt county, 
New York; to which piace he 
1840. He was Postmaster there under Taylor, 
and for many years after was an Associate 
Judge of the County Court. His four children 
are Seymour H., residingin Syracuse ; Amelia 
C., wife of Prof. Richard L. Quinton of Phila- 
delphia ; Lucius B.,a planter in Alabama, and 
George W. Stone, the subject of this sketch. 
Jacob T. Stone and his wife are still residing 
in Homer. They are both descended from the 
early Puritan settlers of Massachusetts ; their 
' ancestors being originally from Wales. Thomas 
Stone, grandfather of the subject of our 
| sketch, was from Brimfield, Massachusetts, and 
was one of the early pioneers of Central New 
York, where he became a prosperous farmer. 
He was the son of John Stone, also a farmer. 
The first American founders of the family were 
three brothers; John, Nathan and David. As 
|a race they have always been, and are to the 
'present day, hardy, independent and prosper- 
ous. George W. Stone graduated at the 
Cortlandt Academy in 1859, and entered the 
same year the law office of O. Porter, Esq., 
| with whom he studied till the breaking out of 
ithe war. 
‘beginning to convalesce, but he rose up at 
‘once and was the first man in the county to 
enlist, and in three days he had raised Com- 
| pany D., 12th Regiment, New York Volun- 
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He was then on a sick bed, just ° 
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teers for the three months’ service, of which he | 
was elected captain. On the way with his. 
Company to join his regiment he was admitted 

to practice in the Supreme Court, at Bingham- 

ton, New York. In August, 1861, he entered 

the United States Navy as Assistant Paymas- 
ter, which rank he held during the war. He 
was detailed as Judge Advocate of the ‘vorth | 
Atlantic Squadron, and was engaged in its 

duties till the close of the struggle, when he) 
was honorably discharged. He remained near | 
Fortress Monroe in the practice of law till | 
1867, when he removed to Wilmington to be- 
come Vice-President and Superintendent of | 
the Delaware Mutual Life Insurance Company, | 
with which he continued for about two years, 
He then, in 1870, decided to become a mer- 
chant, and established the business of machin- | 
ery and machine supplies at No. 11, East | 
Water street, it being the first and only estab- | 
lishment of the kind in Wilmington. Many | 
predictions were made that such a specialty | 
could not there be sustained, but Mr. Stone | 
went to work undauntedly and with his accus- | 
tomed energy and perseverance, and was 
soon rewarded with a profitable trade, which 
has continued without interruption to the 
present time. He is now one of the most suc- | 
cessful business men of Wilmington, and is 
considered one of the most careful and thor- 
He was Secretary of the Board of 
Trade in Wilmington from the time of its or- 
ganization in 1867 to 1873. His reports are 
very full and valuable ; in fact, he was the first 
to compile the trade statistics of Wilmington, 
and gather them into one volume. In 1869 he 
put forth great exertions to have a public park 
made on the banks of the Brandywine. The 
whole property on both sides of the river, 
amounting to over 100 acres, could then have 
been purchased for $27,000, and such a park as 
might there have been made would, for beauty 
and romantic situation, hardly have been 
equaled in the whole country. That he did not 
succeed in his undertaking must always bea 
cause of regret to every one who takes pride in 
the cityand State. Public meetings were held, 
and a very great general interest was aroused 
on the subject. Mr. Stone wrote the report 
which was published, signed by the following 





committee, Thomas F. Bayard, Samuel M. | 
Harrington, Charles B. Lore, Daniel W. Tay- 
lor and George W. Stone. Mr. Stone has | 
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taken an active interest in music, and has 
been President of the Philharmonic Society of 
Wilmington, with the exception of one year, 
Mr. Stone is a gentle- 
man of dignified and polished manners, high 
social position, and spotless reputation. A 
man of strong and positive convictions and 
high purposes, he is a natural leader and im- 


during its existence. 


presses himself strongly on others, whether in 
business or political affairs. His mind is clear, 
he has a fluent and easy command of language, 
and would undoubtedly have risen to prom- 


‘inence at the bar had he continued in the pro- 


fession of the law, but he is more than satisfied 
that he chose a business career in which, by his 
steady progress, he has in a few years become 
one of the solid and influential men of the 
city. He is an ardent Republican, and was 
chairman of the County Republican Committee 
during the Garfield campaign, and possesses a 
commanding influence with his party. His 
religious connection is with the Unitarian 
church of Wilmington, of which he ts a trus- 


: TT Site pete eA AN ON Ata A fic 
tee. Ile was marricd, March hey rS6c, to Miss 


| Kate C , daughter of John H. and Margaret 


(Beath) Graupner of Boston. Mr John H. 
Graupner is the son of Gotlieb A. Graupner, 
who came from: Prussian Germany, and founded 
in Boston the music business now carried on by 
Oliver Ditson. He also was one of the founders 
of the Handel and Hayden Society, and his 
father, John George Graupner, was Chapel- 
Master to the King of Prussia. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stone have three promising boys, whose names 
are Seymour Howard, Ralph, and Frederick 
Edward Stone: 


7S° ONES, WILLIAM PAYNTER, Far- 


sa, mer and Fruit Grower, near Lewes, 
sev), was born in Dagsboro hundred, Octo- 
al ber 31, 1829. His father, John Jones, 

2} was born, April 18, 1796. He began 
life entirely without means or education, but 
by his own efforts fitted himself to be a good 
teacher, and followed that vocation for many 
years. He purchased a farm and brought up 
his family in comfort and respectability, and 
was prominent and useful in the community. 
He held several local offices, and served four 
years as a member of the Levy Court. By his 
first marriage, to Miss Truitt, he had one 
child who died in infancy. His second wife 
was Comfort Ingram, daughter of Purnal 


. 
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and Sarah Phillips, and they had five chil- 
dren: James Purnal, William Paynter, George 
Alanson, John Martin, who died, Nov. 8, 1864, 
and Charles Reed. Mr. Jones and his wife 
were members of the Baptist church. He died, 
Jan. 4. 1867. His father, James Jone-, came 
from Virginia about the time of the Revolu- 
tionary war and settled in Sussex county. His 


among the early settlers of the Old Dominion. 
His children were: John, Lewis, James, Wil- 
liam and Betsey. William P. Jones grew up 
to the labors of the farm, and attended the 
schools of the vicinity, but most of his educa- 


/and made it a fine fruit and grain farm. 
, Was married, July 2, 


| way, and has eight children : 


DELAWARE. 


He 
1860, to Miss Margaret 
Ruth, daughter of Noah and Louisa Conna- 
Effie Lee, Arny 
Wise, David Price, Charles Vanderbilt, Ralph, 


‘Louisa Comfort, Mildred and Ruby. Mr. Jones 


is one of the leading men in that part of the 


“State, and a highly useful and intelligent citi- 
ancestors were Scotch, and were probably | 


zen, enjoving the full confidence and esteem 


‘ofthe community in which he has spent his 


and constant instruction of his father, who re- | 


quired each week a certain amount of study. | 
'demic education in his native town, and at the 


At the age of twelve he became a clerk in 
Millsboro, and acquired such a reputation that 
his services were sought by the other mer- 
chants in the place. He was thus engaged 
for three years, andalsoa part of the following 
three, but spent most of that time on the 
home farm and at school. 
twenty-five he became a clerk ‘for Noah Con- 
naway, and also carried on the butchering 
business on his own account, which was pro- 
fitable and enabled him, at the end of four 
years, to enter into parnership with Mr. Con- 
naway, which continued three years. In1857, 
Mr. Jones spent several months in Kentucky 
and Ohio, and. on his return purchased his 
first farm of 100 acres, near his old home, for 
which he paid $1,000. Soon after, he added 
twenty acres. He was also engaged in buy- 
ing and driving cattle to the northern mar- 
kets, which he made profitable. In 1859, he 
was appointed Justice of the Peace and No- 
tary Public, by Gov. William Burton, which 
position he held for the term of seven years 
with much acceptance to the people. Jan. 17, 
1872, he was appointed Clerk of the Peace by 
Gov. James Ponder, for a term of five years, 
proving one of the best and most efficient of- 
ficers the county ever had. During this time 
he resided at the county seat. In 1880, he 
was elected to the Legislature by the Demo- 
cratic party, in which he was prominent, and 
served his constituents with conspicuous abil- 
ity and zeal. Mr. Jones purchased, in May, 
1877, the farm where he now resides, of 181 


At: the-age of | 
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tion was received at home under the careful | 


life. 





LOCKSOM, JOSEPH T. V., of Wil- 
mington, Physician and Surgeon, was 
His 
Richard Blocksom, is a farmer 
of that vicinity. .He received an aca- 


3x2 







ae born in Milton, March 26, 1850. 
i) father, 


Cg 


age of seventeen commenced the study of 
medicine in the same place with Dr. James A. 
Hopkins. In 1869, he entered Jefferson Medi- 
cal College, from which he graduated with the 
class of 1871. During the summer of that year 
he took an.extra course. at the collegc, and 
was also engaged in hospital practice. 
practicing ashort time in his native town he 
settled at Little Creek, Kent county, where he 
was very successful as a country physician, but 
in the spring of 1874, he removed to Wilming- 
ton, and has since resided in that city. Here 
he rapidly rose to prominence, and has a large 
and steadily increasing practice. In 1876, he 
was elected City Vaccine Physician, holding 
the position one year, Since 1872, he has been 
a member of the Delaware State Medical So- 
ciety. In politics he affiliates with the Demo- 
cratic party. He was married, in 1872, to Miss 
Sallie Fisher, granddaughter of William V. 
Colter, Esq., of Wilmington. 


@RODNEY, WILLIAM.—The Rodney 
a iF family which has figured so prominent- 
eek . ly in the history of Delaware, is de- 

2 scended from a very ancient English 

family, who resided at Rodney Stoke, 
now the city of Bristol, in Somersetshire, 
since the earliest times of which records exist. 
In 1682 William Rodney came to this coun- 
try with William Penn, as his legal ad- 
viser, and from him all the American Rodneys 
are descended. He settled in Philadelphia, 


acres, then ina greatly neglected state, but | where, in 1688, he married Mary Hollyman, 
he has brought it under excellent cultivation, | who died in 1690. After the death of his wife 


After. 
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he removed to Dover, where he married, in 
1693, Sarah, daughter of Daniel Jones, for 
whom Jones Creek and Jones Neck near Dover 
are named. Daniel Jones was at that time 
the largest land owner, and the wealthiest 
man in the province. Mr. Rodney being a 
man of education and leval attainments, ex- 
erted a potential influence in the province 
during his life. 
the first General Assembly of the three lower 
counties in Delaware, and filled many posi- 
tions of trust and influence. He died in 1708, 
leaving one son, William, by the first wife,and 
one son, Cesar, by the second. From Wil- 
liarn are descended all of what are knows as 
the Sussex county Rodneys. 


~~ ODNEY, CAESAR, was the son of 
R William Rodney, ( see _ preceding 
a sketch,) and inherited all the property 
of his grandfather Jones, consisting of 
about a thousand acres of land. He 
married Mary, eldest daughter of the Rev. 
Thomas Crawford, the first Episcopal clergy- 
man who ever came to Delaware. Cesar 
Rodney was an educated and cultivated gen- 
tleman, but was unambitious, and declined all 
offers of public service, and never accepted 
office of any kind. Two of his sons, however, 
whose lots were cast in the stirring times of the 
American Revolution, have left their mark so 
indelibly upon the pages of American history, 
that their names are likely to be remembered 
while the Republic exists. These were Cesar 
Rodney, the signer of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and Col. Thomas Rodney, who 
died Chief Justice of the Mississippi Terri- 
tory. 
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49 ODNEY, CESAR, Patriot and Signer 
iy of the Declaration of Independence, 
oJd B was the eldest son of Cesar Rodney,(see 
preceding sketch,) and was born near 
Dover, Oct. 7, 1728. He was carefully 
educated by private tutors and succeeded to 
his father’s large estate. He was elected High 
Sheriff of Kent county in 1758, and from that 
time until his death, continuously filled impor- 
tant offices of trust and honor. In 1765 he 
was, with Thomas McKean and Joseph Kol- 
lock, appointed by the House of Assembly to 
represent the lower counties at the General 
Congress held at New York, where all the 
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‘colonies sent deputies to unite in petition to 
_to the King and both Houses of Parliament, to 
|obtain a repeal of the Stamip act, a most op- 
| pressive invasion of the liberties of America. 
| In 1774, he was elected a delegate to the First 
| Continental Congress which met in Carpen- 
iter’s Fall, Philadelphia, in the fallof that 
}year, and took a most active part in the 


He was the first speaker of} measures that led to the final separation of 


the colonies from Great Britian and the 
establishment of the United States in 1776. 
i The three’ lower counties of New Castle, 
| Kent and Sussex, on Delaware, were largely 
ater tory influences, and it was princi- 
|pally due to Czsar Rodney’s exertions 
and personal influence that induced approval 
of separation from the mother country. In 
1776, in addition to his duties as member of 
Congress, Mr. Rodney was made Major Gen- 
eral of the Delaware State, and as commander 
in chief, several times led the State forces 
against the British foe. After the cap- 
ture of Trenton, on the night of Christmas, 
1776, he remained for some time in com- 
mand of that post. In 1778 he was elected 
President of the Delaware State. and during 
his term of office used his utmost efforts to 
further the cause of American Independence ; 
freely using his own large fortune, when pub- 
lic funds were not ferthcoming, so that at the 
time of his death his property was nearly 
absorbed. At the close of his term as 
President, he was again elected to Congress, 
but did not take his seat owing to ill health. 
His death occurred at Poplar Grove, his home, 
on the west side of Dover river on the twen- 
ty-ninth of June, 1784. No man has filled a 
larger or more important place in the history 
of Delaware than Cesar Rodney, nor has any 
one more fully deserved that distinction. 
Honest and true to his convictions, cultivated, 
intelligent, generous and courteous in his man- 
ners, he exerted a wide personal influence, and 
always for the good of the State, that has 
never been excelled and gave him the conf- 
dence of all- classes. He is described by a 
co-temporary as being a man of about five 
feet ten inches in height, and of fine appear- 
ance, of clear understanding and good judg- 
ment. His manners were graceful, easy and 
polite ; he had a vast fund of humor and had 
the happiest talent in the world of making 
his wit pleasant and agreeable.” He was a 
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faithful public officer, an intense patriot, just|tory influence regained sway in Sussex, and 


in all his dealings, easy to his tenants and/Col. Rodney, with the rest of the leading 
debtors, sincere to his friends, beneficent to, Whigs who had controlled the State during 
his relatives and kind to his servants. Pos- the war for Independence, were swept into the 
sessed of ample means, he always lived in a obscurity of private life, where he remained 
generous, social and elegant style. John, until appointed Chief Justice of the Mississippi 
Adams ina letter toa friend written in 1815,| Territory in 1802 by President Jefferson. He 
says: ‘“‘I was intimately acquainted with filled this position with signal ability until his 
Cesar Rodney, who under the constant pres-|death, which occurred at Washington, near 
ence of ill health preserved a clear under-; Natchez, January 2, 1811. Judge Rodney 
standing, and a firmness, a steadiness and in- | married Elizabeth Fisher, daughter of Jabez 
flexibility of heart equal to any statesman I) and Maud Fisher of Philadelphia, and left two 
have known.” children ; Lavinia, who married Hon. John 
[a ee Fisher, the second Judge of the United States 
ODNEY, JUDGE THOMAS, fifth son of yp isuiet Court of Delaware, and the Hon. 
)» Cesar Rodney, and brother of the|Czsar A. Rodney. The State of Delaware 
Coy Bienes of the Declaration of Independ- | owes much to Thomas Rodney ; and while the 
Ss 3 ence, was born near Dover, Del., the principles and exertions which operated in 
> 4th day of June, 1744. He was care-|transferring it from a Royal to a Republi- 
fully educated, and being a hard student be-|can government continue to be revered, his 
came one of the best informed, and cultivated | name cannot cease to occupy a distinguished 
men of his time. He was an enthusiastic advo-| place in the gratitude and affection of her 
cate of the Independence of the colonies, and | people. 
did much to reconcile public opinion to = 
change of government. Though not connected! (CY ODNEY, CAESAR A., Statesman, only 
with the continental army, he, on several 9 son of Judge ‘SNomas Rodney, was 
occasions of pressing necessity, led bodies of ct born at Dover, January 4, 1772. He 
Delaware volunteers to the aid of the Ameri- was educated at the University of Penn- 
can cause. He took part in the movement of ne sylvania, studied law in Philadelphia 
Gen. Washington against the Hessians occu-| with Joseph B. McKean, and was admitted to 
pying Trenton and Bordentown, and his com- | the bar inthat city. In 1793 he married Susan, 
mand acted an important and leading part in| daughter of Captain John Hunn of Philadel- 
the victory at Princeton. He was, for a time,|phia. They had a large family, only one son, 
in charge of the Head Quarters at Morristown, | however, leaving issue. He came to Wilming- 
The American historian is largely indebted to|ton soon after his marriage and began the 
him for his careful notes of the campaign, | practice of thelaw. Delaware was then under 
which are considered the fullest and most | control of the Federal party, and the cause of 
reliable authority on this eventful period of|its opponents seemed hopeless of obtaining 
our history. Thomas Rodney filled many | political power. Mr. Rodney being a great 
positions of trust and honor: he was a mem-jadmirer of Mr. Jefferson, and devoted to the 
ber of the ‘Council of Safety,” and many times | principles of the Democratic-Republican party, 
-a member of the General Assembly of Dela-|as enunciated by that statesman, at once took 
ware; was Judge of Admiralty and of the}an active interest in politics, and being pos- 
Common Pleas; Colonel of the Eighth Dela-|sessed of agreeable manners and great elo- 
ware Regiment ; (Militia), and for a time the | quence,soon became the acknowledged leader 
agent of the French Government for the|of that party in the state. He was elected to 
supply of French troops in America. In 1781 /the Legislature in 1797, and in 1802, at the 
he was a member of the Continental Congress, | solicitation of Mr. Jefferson, ran for Congress 
and took an important part in its discussions. | against James A. Bayard, whom Mr. Jefferson 
His diary of his term of service, and his | greatly disliked, and was elected over him by 
sketches of the men of that period are invalu- | a small majority, thus being the first Democrat 
able contributions to the early history of the}chosen from Delaware to any public position. 
United States. After the close of the war,|It is worthy of note that the change of 
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failed of election. 
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sentiment indicated by the election of 


period of political domination which lasted for 
upwards of fifty years. 


that time continued, under its successor, the 


Whig party, tocontrol the destines of Delaware | 


until the election in the fall of 1858. In 1804 
Mr. Rodney was chosen one of the seven 


$29 


Mr, | decided to acknowledge the independence of 
Rodney to Congress, was the beginning of a| 
| was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
The Democratic party | 
of Mr. Jefferson which came into power at, 


the South American Republics, and in 1823 he 


United Provinces of La Plata. He presented 
his credentials, having been sent out to the 
city of Buenos Ayres in the United States 
Frigate, Congress, on December 27th, 1823, 
and was enthusiastically received. Mr. Rod- 
ney’s health had been failing for some time, 


managers to conduct the impeachment of|but his death, which occurred June 10, 1824, 


Judge Chase. 
a matter of national history. 
displayed much ability and great legal knowl- 
edge as one of the managers of this case, and 
gained thereby a national reputation as an 
eminent lawyer. In 1805 he was employed 
by the state of Pennsylvania to conduct the 
impeachment of the Judge of that State for 
unlawful commitments for contempt. In 1807 
he was appointed by President Jefferson 
Attorney General of the United States, 
and continued to fill that position under 
President Madison until his resignation in 
1811. During his term of office many im- 
portant cases were tried by him for the 
Government, among which were the Bollman 
and Swartwout cases, and the Burr con- 
spirators, etc. On his resignation, he re- 
turned to the practice of the law at Wil- 
mingfon. On the breaking out of the war 
with England in 1812,Mr. Rodney was charged 
with the command of the troops raised in 
Delaware, and was for a long time incommand 
of the forts at Wilmingtonand at New Castle. 
In 1817, Mr. Rodney was appointed by Presi- 
dent Monroe, the head of a mission to the 
South American States, to ascertain their 
condition and the expediency of their ac- 
knowledgement by the United States. On 
the return of the mission, in 1818, Mr. Rodney 
communicated to Congress an able paper on 
the condition of those countries, advising their 
acknowledgment by the United States as in- 
dependent States. In 1820 Mr. Rodney was 
again elected to Congress, and received a re- 
spectable vote for the speakership, but being 
a pronounced opponent of slavery,the southern 
influence was thrown against him and he 
In 1822 he was elected to 
the United States Senate, by the Legislature 
of Delaware. In the same year, Congress, 
largely influenced by Mr. Rodney’s report on 
the subject, and his exertions in their behalf, 
67 


The importance of this case is | 
Mr. Rodney | 


was sudden and entirely unexpected. He was 
buried in the English church in the suburbs of 





the city where the government of that State 
erected a handsome monument to his memory. 
“On the border of the prairie,extending in all 
its glory from La Plata to the Andes, moul- 
der among strangers, the remains of Cesar 
Augustus Rodney.” Mr. Rodney was slightly 
under the average stature, but was well pro- 
portioned, and was a singularly, intellectually 
handsome man. Hewasahard student, arare 
scholar, an eminent lawyer and a cultivated 
| and polished gentleman. His gift of language 
was most remarkabie, and it is strictiy within 
the bounds of truth to say that his eloquence 
has never been surpassed by any Delawarean 
and by few Americans. Mr. Rodney's great 
learning and wide experience made him a most 
charming conversationalist, and this combined 
with agreeable and courteous manners ren- 
dered him exceedingly popular wherever he 
was known. William Cobbitt, the celebrated 
English writer, frequently asserted that he 
had met but two men in America, who in his 
opinion, were fit to be President of the United 
States, and they were Thomas Jefferson and 
Cesar A. Rodney. His death was a serious 
loss to his State and to the nation. 











1 °) Thee Seatentber 10, ey, and at the 
€G time of his death was nearly eighty- 
(Ob two years of age. His father was John, 

son of William and Mary (Hollyman) 
Rodney. John Rodney removed from Kent 
to Sussex in 1736, and filled the offices of 
Sheriff of Sussex, trustee of the Loan office 
and was a Judge of the “Sessions.” Daniel 
was endowed with a vigorous mind, and 
sought every available means forimprovement, 
but the war of the revolution having broken 
out when a child, his facilities were few, even 
to those of competent means. He, however, 
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to a great extent overcame them by receiving | 


private instruction, 
time. 


vessel navigating the Delaware, 
infested by the enemy’s cruisers, was a very | 
hazardous employment. He was twice cap- 
tured by the British, and suffered the loss of 
his property. 
business in Lewes, and soon after married the 
daughter of Major Henry Fisher, a patriot 
whose name is deserving of an honored place 
in the history of the war for independence. 
Upon the adoption of the constitution of the 
State, 1793, Governor Clayton offered him the 
choice of any of the offices of his county, but 
with a disinterestedness hard to understand 
in our day, he declined. He was afterward 
prevailed upon by the Governor to take the 
judgeship in the Court of Common Pleas, and 
for twelve years occupied the position having 


won the high regard of his associates on the| 
bench, and of the bar, when J. P. Wilson, | 


Jas. A. Bayard,Czesar A.Rodney, John Vining, 
and Nicholas VanDyke were among its mem- 
bers. The sacrifice of pecuniary interests in- 
volved in attendance on public duties, with 
the care of a growing family induced his resig- 
nation, and he resumed active business until 
his election in.1813, to the position of Gov- 
ernor of the State, to which office he was 
elected by a large majority. It was a perilous 
period. Yet its trying and manifold duties 
were performed in a manner to reflect honor 
upon Governor Rodney, and in 1817 he re- 
ceived the vote of the Electoral College of 
Delaware for the position of Vice President of 
the United States, which, though not leading 
to any result as to that position was a high 
testimonial to the retiring Governor, anda 
mark of their confidence in his fitness for this 
exalted position. In 1822 he was elected to 
Congress and served on the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, perhaps, at that time, the 
most important Committee of the House, and 
one for which his abilities were well fitted. In 
1827 he served for atime as United States 
Senator from his State, and then withdrew to 
a retirement suiting his taste for literary 
studies and agricultural pursuits. In all these 
positions, so honorably filled, he was sought 
after, and not a seeker for office. He spent 
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and in culture he favora- | 
bly compared with the leading men of his| 
His enterprising spirit led him, at the) 
age of sixteen years,to become the master of a} 
which being | 


When peace came he settled in| 
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the leisure of his later life in self examination 
and preparation for the future life to which 
the gospel he so intelligently believed pointed 
him. If in public life he was stainless, in the 
domestic circle his virtues endeared him to 
his family. It was said of him that his long 
life passed without the stain of an immoral act. 
| He was actively hostile to the system of 
slavery and was one of the originators of an 
Abolition Society, early in this century. A 
copy of its printed constitution and by-laws 


| was supplied the editors of this work by Squire 


J. A. Hazzard’s lady, of Milton, and bears 
evidence of those better days when professing 
christians felt as Patrick Henry expressed it 
that “it was aduty which they owed to re- 
ligion to manifest its hostility to the practice 
of slavery.” His ashes sleepin the old grave- 
yard of his birth-place, at Lewes. 





[gj OPNEY, THOMAS MCKEAN, was 
519 the third son of Hon. Cesar A. Rod- 
Y ney and was born Sept. 11, 1800, in 
/S Wilmington. At the age of fourteen, 
he was anoimed by President Madison, 
a cadet at West Point, where he remained 
for three years, when he obtained leave of 
absence to accompany his father on a mission 
to South America. On his return to the 
United States he resigned his commission, 
and began the study of law with his father, 
and was admitted to the bar. In 1823 his 
father having been appointed minister to 
Buenos Ayres, he accompanied him as Secre- 
tary of Legation to that country. Upon his 
return to America he was appointed by Presi- 
dent J. QO. Adams, Consul General to the city 
of Havana, Cuba, in which position he con- 
tinued until removed by President Jackson, 
In 1842 he was appointed United States Con- 
sul at Matanzas, Cuba, where he remained 
until the close of President Tyler’s adminis- 
tration. In 1849 he was appointed to the 
same consulate by President Taylor, continu- 
ing in this office until the close of President 
Fillmore’s term. Mr. Rodney belonged to 
the Whig school of politics, and was opposed 
to the extension of slavery and became an 
earnest supporter of the Republican party 
upon its organization. He was one of the 
electors on the Republican ticket in Delaware, 
in 1856, which received the now historic num- 
ber of 308 votes, which represented the nu- 
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merical strength of the party at that day in! 


the State of Delaware. 


In 1847 he was} 


elected to the Legislature of the State and/| 


of the celebrated com- 
election cases of that 


served as chairman 
mittee on contested 


year, with marked ability and firmness. On) 


the inauguration of President Lincoln in 1861, 


Johnson in 1866. By his personal integrity, 
faithful attention to duty, and uniform frank 
courteous manners, he won the esteem and 
respect of all who were brought in official 
relations with him. 
taining and genial companion and abounded 
in anecdote and humor, which rendered him 
exceedingly popular wherever he was known, 


Mr. Rodney possessed an extensive acquaint- | 
ance among the public men of his time, and | 


numbered among his friends many of the dis- 
tinguished men of his day. He died at his 
residence, Cool Spring, Wilmington, April 24, 
1374. 





was by trade a brick mason but spent 
most of his Jife in farming. He wasa licensed 
exhorter in the Methodist church, anda very 
excellent man. He was born Dec. I, 1775, in 
the above county, in which also he died when 
in his seventy-eighth year. His wife was 
Mary, daughter of Myers Clark. They hada 
large family of children, of whom five sons and 
one daughter grew to maturity. Captain 
Thomas Draper attended the public schools 
till he was nearly grown, and afterward the 
academy at Milton. On leaving school he 
continued to study faithfully at night, and was 
his own instructor in the higher branches. He 
was brought up on the farm and accustomed 
toitslabors. Atthe age of fourteen he be- 
came aclerk in Milton, and remained three 
years, when he returned home and worked on 
the farm till his majority. He then rented one 
of his father’s farms at Prime Hook Neck, 
which he cultivated himself till 1847, when 
leaving itin good care, he went to Philadel- 
phia where he was engaged for three years as 
salesman inawholesale commission house. 


| he now resides. 
Mr. Rodney was appointed Collector of Cus- | 
toms for the District of Delaware, and re-! 
tained that position until removed by Andrew | 
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Returning to Delaware he built the schooner 
James Maull. She was a yearin building, after 
which he was her captain for three years, 
when he sold her and in 1852 removed to 
Kent county where he bought the Cypress 
Neck farm, near Barker’s Landing on which 
He has lived upon it or rent- 
edit to others from that time. During the 
years 1859 and ‘60 he wasa merchant at Mag- 
nolia, and spent a year in Pennsylvania. On 
the breaking out of the war he entered the 
Union army; and in the fall of 1862 was made 
captain of Company H., Third Regiment Del- 


}aware Volunteers, which joined the army of 
He was a most enter-| 


the Potomac. During 1863 he was on special 


, duty serving as Assistant Provost Marshal in 


Wilmington, and in November of that year re- 
turned to his regiment till June 23, 1864, when 
he was honorably discharged on account of 
spinal neuralgia. He spent two years, 1866 
and ’67, in Pennsylvania, having considerable 
landed property in Marysville, Perry county. 
Having recovered his health he returned to 
Delaware in 1868, since which time he has re- 
sided upon his farm. He owns 623 acres in 
two farms ; sixty acres are devoted to fruit ; 
peaches, apples and pears ; and the remainder 
to corn, wheat and grass. He builtin 1875 the 
schooner, Anuze E. Draper, and in 1878 the 
schooner, Commerce, both of which he still 
owns. In 1873 he began the manufacture of 
Draper’s Bone Phosphate, for which he has 
had a large and increasing demand. A man 
of such activity and enterprise could not fail 
to be prosperous, and possessing also the es- 
teem and regards of the communily, his suc- 
cess is a matter of local pride and satisfaction, 
Captain Draper was formerly an old line Whig 
and is now a Republican. In 1855 he was 
elected to the Legislature and served in the 
session of 1856. He joined the M. E. church, 
in 1837, in which he has for many years been 
steward and trustee. He was married in 1843, 
to Miss Sarah Cirwithien of Sussex county, by 
whom he had one child, Lydia, now wife of 
Bevins Morris, farmer, of Chestertown, Md. 
Captain Draper lost his wife in 1846; May 3, 
1855, he married Miss Annie, daughter of John 
Bailey, of Kent county. By this marriage he 
has five children ;—Virginia M. E., Thomas 
Bradford, John Bailey, Charles Frederick and 
Irene Clark Draper. 
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oS ALL, COLONEL DAVID, who com- | the gallant Haslet fell, consisted of less than 


Jan. 4, 1752, the second son of David 
and Mary (Kollock) Hall. This fam- 
ily, which has become very numerous in its 
connections, is descended from 
Hall, who came from Connecticut and settled 





in or near Lewes, about 1700. He was noted | 
for his feats of bravery and strength, and was | 
He had two sons, | 


called ‘‘ the Indian fighter.” 
the younger of whom, Peter, left no heirs 
The elder was David, the father of Colonel 
David. He was a farmer and had a large 
dairy, his land extending from Hall’s pond to 
a marsh called Hall’s Island. He built the 
Academy, now the Wiltbank house. He 
had six children ; Dr. Joseph Hall, the father 
of Dr. Henry Fisher Hall and grandfather 
of Dr. David Hall of Lewes; Simon, the 
third son, died unmarried ; Peter, who left a 
family ; Jane, who married three times but 
died without issue, and Mary who married the 
distinguished Rev. J. P. Wilson, whose sketch 
is in this volume. Col. David Hall was edu- 
cated to the profession of the law and was 
practicing in Lewes when the Continental Con- 
gress called upon Delaware for troops. He 
was one of the first to espouse the cause of 
_ American Independence and by his social 
position, ability and ardent patriotism, did 
much to counterbalance the tory influence in 
Sussex. He enlisted, first,as a private, and in 
the spring of 1776 raised a company of which 
he was commissioned captain and which be- 
came a part of Col. Haslet’s regiment. On 
the first of Avgust they left for New York 
where they joined Washington. Captain Hall 
commanded his company with conspicuous 
bravery in the battles of Long Island and 
White Plains, and was one of the fighting 
officers who in those engagements gained for 
the Delaware troops laurels of imperishable 
renown. In November he commenced re- 
cruiting the Delaware battalion of 800 men 
called for by Congress, Sept. 16, 1776, to serve 
during the war. The first company to join 
it, Capt. John Patten’s, was mustered in Nov. 
30, and the second company, Capt. Robert 
Kirkwood’s, Dec. 1, 1776. This regiment 
gradnally absorbed most of Col. Haslet’s regi- 


ment, which, at the battle of Princeton, where | till 1805. 


Nathaniel } 
' 


manded the celebrated ‘‘ Delaware Line’ | 
J in the Revolution, was bornin Lewes, | 





| 


| 





one hundred men. Col. Hall appears to have 
been a natural military leader and organizer, 
drawing men around him by the magnetic 
force of his genius and ability, firing them 
with his own ardor, and keeping them in the 
ranks. The men he trained were the bravest 
in the revolution, and all but a small portion 
laid down their lives for their country. David 
Hall’s regiment of continentals was filled by 
the following spring, and he was commissioned 
its colonel, April 5, 1777. The records are 
meagre of details during the next three years, 
but itis known that they took partin the 
battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and 
Monmouth, shared the sufferings and priva- 
tions of Washington at Valley Forge, and all 
the campaigns of ’77,’78 and ’79, and gained 
a national reputation as the ‘Delaware line,” 
and the ‘“‘flower of the revolutionary army.” 
Colonel Hall and his regiment were selected 
by Washington and sent to Green Run, 
Worcester county, Md., from which place 
they brought to Wilmington, in wagons, the 
gold sent over by France, and loaned to the 
United States. In the battle of Brandywine 
they covered the retreat of Washington’s 
army, and at that time Colonel Hall was 
severely wounded. Brave, unflinching, he en- 
dured everything for his country. His grand- 
children can well remember the weeping of 
their mothers and aunts, as they recalled the 
sufferings of their father in the revolution. 
Sleeping on the ground at night, he would 
find in the morning his hair frozen to the 
earth, and would be obliged to cut it away 
with his sword before he could raise his head 
from his icy pillow, At one time the men sat 
on their horses six nights in succession wait- 
ing an expected attack. Hunger, insuff- 
cient clothing and consequent sickness 
added to their distress. When the regi- 
ment was ordered, April 13, 1780, to South 
Carolina, where the theater of war had 
been transferred by the British generals, Col. 
Hall was at home sick with camp fever. 
After the war he resumed the practice of his 
profession in Lewes. In 1802 he was elected 
Governor on the Democratic ticket, even car- 
rying Sussex which was strongly Federal. He 
filled the office with great credit and honor 
Soon after, he was made one of the 
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Judges of Delaware under the constitution of | 


1792, which position he adorned by his learn- 
ing, ability and integrity. He was a friend 
and counselor of Rodney, Read, McKean and 
other leading patriots. When in the army he 
slept in the same tent with Washington, and 
corresponded with him afterwards. 


ure of Washington, which has ever since hung 


| Lewes, 
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educated at the acedemies of Georgetown and 
and though still very young, served 
his country, for a time, in the war of 1812. He 


| was engaged in mercantile business till about 


The pict- | 
contained about 


in the State House at Dover, was presented | 


to the State by Gov. Hall. He married 


Catherine Tingley of New York and had one) 


son, Joseph, who died just as he commenced 
the practice of law ; and six daughters; Eliz- 
abeth, who married Dr. John White, and had 
four sons ard four daughters; Mary, who 


‘till Mr. 


married first, Dr. Robert Houston,and had one. 
daughter and two sons, and, secondly, David | 


Walker, by whom she had two daughters and 
four sons, (one of these being Mr. J. W. Wal- 
ker of Wilmington, who has generously borne 
the expense of the accompanying 
grandfather); Jane, the third daughter, mar- 
ried ex Governor John Collins, and had three 
sons and three daughters ; Catherine, married 
David Paynter, and had three daughters and 
two sons, one of whom, John Paynter, was 
captain of a company of Pennsylvania troops 
in the late war and guarded DuPont’s powder 
works when threatened by the confederates. 
Lydia, the fifth daughter, married Dr. Edward 
Huffington of Middleford,and had one son and 
two daughters, and Martha married James 
Tull of Milton; she died in 1864. Governor 
Hall died September 18, 1817, in Lewes, in his 
sixty-sixth year. He was a member of the 
Order of Cincinnati,of the Masonic Fraternity, 
and many years a ruling elder in the Presby- 
terian church. History places his character, 
ability and patriotism very high; he was a 
man of great strength of character, force of 
will, and uncompromising loyalty to country 
and duty. 


> NDERSON, JAMES, late President 
and Cashier of the Farmers’ Bank o 
z \3 Delaware, at Georgetown, was born 
Ese near that place, April 8, 1793. His 

Suse Leah (Windsor) Anderson, 
was also born in Sussex county, but his father, 
James Anderson, Sr., was a native of Ireland, 
and came to this country soon after the revo- 


lution. 
and had five other sons. 





plate of his | 


i 


'and of great service to the indigent and suf- 





He was a merchant at Georgetown, | 
James Anderson was | tation, andin every way one of the foremost 


1820, when he purchased the estate called Oak 
Hall, three miles southeast of Georgetown 
where he resided the remainder of his life. It 
1000 acres, and he owned 


other farms in Sussex county, the whole 


amounting to about 4000 acres of land. About 


1830, Mr. Anderson was elected President of 
the Farmers’ Bank of Delaware at George- 
town, which position he retained for years, 
Isaac Tunnell, having resigned 
the office of cashier, he accepted it and filled 
it in the most capable and satisfactory 
manner till within a few weeks of his death. 
He was always a man of great prominence in 
the community ; was, at one time, Clerk of 
the Court, also Register of Wills, and was, for 
many years, County Treasurer for the Poor, 


fering of his locality. In politics he was always 
a Democrat, and, for many years, was a Wiason. 


_He attended the Episcopal Church, of which 


his family were members. He closed his long 
and useful life, Jan. 23, 1875, at the age of 
eighty-one. 

it ORBIT, JOHN COWGILL, Farmer of 
Odessa, eldest son of Daniel and Eliza 
(Naudain) Corbit was born Jan. 14, 
© 1834. Asketch of his father has al- 

© ready been given. He was educated 
at the Westtown Friends’ Boarding School 
and at the Haverford Friends’ College. On 





| reaching manhood he devoted himself to agri- 


culture in which he has since been engaged 
with great success. His large tracts of land in 
the vicinity of Odessa are all under a high 
state of cultivation, and among the most val- 
uable in that rich and productive region. By 
his intelligent and liberal management of his 
lands he has done much to make farming a 
science, and by his example and influence to 
improve the methods of agriculture inthe state. 
He was at one time extensively and profitably 
engaged in peach culture, but now though he 
still has several thousand trees, his farms are 


chiefly devoted to grain. Mr. Corbit is also 
interested in various local enterprises. He is 


a man of ability and culture, ‘of spotless repu- 
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men of that part of the State. 
lican from conviction, and reared in the school | 
of anti-slavery principles, le takes high moral 


on all public questions. He was married, Nov. | 


30, 1859, to Miss Emily, daughter of Alexan- | 
der Peterson of Philadelphia, but formerly of 
Their children are Alexander | 


Smyrna, Del. 
P., Daniel and Jorn Ge oe Jr. 


CA AYARD, HON. JAMES A., JrR., son of 
‘B Hon. James Asheton Bayard. of whom 
a 3 see sketch in this volume on page 216, 
2) late U.S. Senator from Delaware, was 

born in the city of Wilmington, Nov. 15, 
1799. He studied at Princeton and Union, 
graduating from the latter college at 19 years 
of age, and in 182! was admitted to the bar. 
He early began to take an interest in pub- 
lic affairs ; was nominated and ran for Con- 
gress, in 1828, as a Jackson Democrat, and 
again in 1832, but his party was in a minori- 


ty inthe State, and he was not elected in 
His reputation at the bar|teenth ballot; 


either instance. 
caused his selection as counsel for the Chesa- 
peake & Delaware canal, in the celebrated 
case of Randall against the company for 
breach of contract in its construction. The 
amount involved in this suit was very large, 
nearly $227,000, and Jno. M. Clayton, Jas. 
Rodgers, Geo. Read, Jr., and Chas. J. Ingersoll 
represented the plantiff, and Attorney-Gen- 
eral Robert Frame, Jas. A. Bayard and Walter 
Jones of Washington, were counsel for the 
company. It was, for Delaware soil, a battle 
of the giants of that day, and lasted for two 
months. From this time he was employed in 
nearly all the leading and important cases before 
the courts of the State up to 1843, when, for 
three years he was engaged in practice in the 
city of New York. He resumed his place at 
the head of the Delaware bar on his return 
in 1846, But it is his history as a statesman 
which we are concerned to notice in this brief 
outline sketch. In the memorable national 
contest of 1824, when John Quincy Adams, 
Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson and W. H. 
Crawford, of Georgia, were before the peo- 
ple for their suffrages, he was a strong ad- 
vocate of Crawford. Jackson received the 
popular vote, but the election went to the 
House of Representatives, and John Q. 
Adams was declared President. Upon this 


trol of the Whigs, 








He isa Repub-|event Mr. Bayard became an ardent Jack- 


son Democrat, and supported his claims in 


_the contest of 1828, running for Congress on 
ground in reference to the rights of men, and | 


that ticket, but was defeated by Kensey 
Johns. There had been a general breaking 
up of old party lines in 1825, and the Fed- 
eralists, many of them, had ranged them- 
selves with the Whig party, and when in 
1838 he was a candidate for the U. S. Sen- 
ate, the State Senate, then under the con- 
refused to go into joint 
ballot, and as’a result, Delaware had but 
one Senator from 1839 to 1841. In 1840, 


|the Democratic party suffered overwhclm- 


ing defeat and Harrison was elected Presi- 
dent. The State Legislature was strong- 
ly Whig, and Richard H. Bayard, the eldest 
brother of James A., who was a whig as pro- 
nounced as his brother was a Democrat, was 
elected to the U. S. Senate. When, in 1850, 
the party to which he belonged carried the 
State, he was elected for the full term of six 
years to a seat in the Senate after the six- 
his competitor being ilon., M. 
W. Bates. In 1857 he was returned for an= 
other term and also in 1863. The test oath, 
much against his views as a constitutional 
measure, was passed by the Senate, and he 
vehemently opposed its passage, but when it 
had received the sanction of that body, he 
took the oath to manifest his loyalty as a citi- 
zen, but immediately resigned his seat upon 
the ground that it was an injustice to require 
a Senator whose loyalty was unimpeached, to 
subscribe to such an oath unprovided for in the 
Constitution, and, as he believed, in violation 
as well of its spirit as of its provisions. George 
Read Riddle was elected as his successor, but 
he dying in 1866, Gov. Gove Saulsbury ap- 
pointed Mr. Bayard to fill the vacancy, and 
upon the assembling of the legislature he was 
again elected by that body to fill the remain- 
der of the original term. His son, the Hon. T. 
F. Bayard, was elected by the same body at 
the same session, for the full term of six years, 
and on the same day; which has given rise to 
the statement of their serving together; 
whereas the term of Jas. A. Bayard expired at 
midday, March 4, 1869, and that of his son be- 
gan at the same moment; thus introducing a 
representative in three successive generations 
of the Bayard family to senatorial duties and 
honors. Here his public life fittingly closed, 
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and if fidelity to his principles, and scrupulous 
and unswerving rectitude in the performance 
of his duty in his high position, be that for 
which we should do honor — a statesman, 
then the name of James A. 
ing of our high regard. He came from his last | 
senatorial term, after a lifetime spent in the | 
pubiic eye, without a stain on his public and | 
official life. He died in the city of Wilming- 
ton, June 13th, 
terred in the family vault of 
Church in that city. 
married Annie, daughter of Thomas Willing 
Francis, of Philadelphia, and who died in 1864. | 


Bayard is deserv- 


Three children survive him; Hon. Thomas F., | 


U.S’ Senator, Mrs. Dr. Kane of Wilmington, | 
and Mrs. B. Lockwood of the city of New York. 


(> ARSHALL, WILLIAM, M. D., Phy- 
‘an sician and Shipbuilder, of Milford, son 
we of Aaron and Jane (Paynter) Mar- 
SAE shall, 

XK 1827. 
given. 
and Georgetown, and assisted his father in the 
store, and at eighteen commenced the study 
of medicine in the office of Dr. Wilham W. 
Wolfe, the leading physician of that county. 
The same year he entered Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia, from which he gradu- 
ated, receiving his diploma in March, 1847, 
before he was twenty years ofage. He, how- 
ever, in the following winter, attended a full 
course of lectures at the University of Penn- 


eo 


(co) 


was born in Milton, May 23, 
A sketch of his father has been 


sylvania, and to fit himself as thorougly as | 


possible for his professional career, entered, in 
the fall of 1848, upon a further post-graduate 
course, of half the usual time. He was then 
residing in Philadelphia, and met his expenses 
by practicing his profession. In Jan., 1849, he 
was invited to become the surgeon of the first 


mining expedition which left the Atlantic. 


coast for California, by sea. The party reached 
San Francisco the following September. There 
the company disbanded, and each was thrown 
upon his own resources. Dr. Marshall, with 
five others, started for the gold mines, three 
hundred miles distant, and their little band be- 
ing joined by others, they located Hangtown, 


now Placerville, Eldorado county. The dan- | 


gers, toils and sufferings they encountered 
were great ; food could not be obtained, and 
they lived on acorns, with now and thena 


1880, and his remains were in- | 
the old Swedes | 
In early manhood he | 


He attended the academies in Miiton | 
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little game; but they found gold, and the 
place became an important point on the over- 
,land route. Within thirty days the population 
‘had increased to five thousand. Dr. Marshall 
' divided his time between mining and practic- 
jing, and remained in that place two years ; but 
/meeting with indifferent success, he returned 
/home by way of the Isthmus, arriving in New 
| Viorde; in Feb, 1851. In April he settled in 
Georgetown, where he practiced his profession 
till Jan., 1862, when he was commissioned 
Surgeon in the Union army by President Lin- 
icoln, and assigned to the Third Delaware 
| Regiment of Volunteers. In August the rebels 

made a raid on Front Royal, where he was in 
charge of the General owen), and he was 
i wounded and captured. But after riding six 
miles, while they were being hotly pursued, 
he rolled off his horse and succeeded in mak- 
ling his escape. He followed the fortunes of his 
| fee egiment till after the battle of Antietam, 
when in September, being ill and still suffering 
| from his wounds, and unable to obtain leave 


of absence, he resigned and rcturned home. 
|On the call of Mr. Lincoln for fresh troops in 
the latter part of the same month, he recruited 
two companies in Sussex county, one of which 
elected him captain, and with that rank, he 
was mustered in, both companies being incor- 
porated in the Sixth Delaware, under Colonel 
| Edwin Wilmer. Dr. Marshall received a Ma- 
|jor’s commission, and was made surgeon of the 
‘Regiment, which did duty along the line of 
ithe P. W. & B. R. R., in Maryland, and at 
Fort Delaware in the July foliowing. In Sep- 
tember they were mustered out of service, and 
he returned home, resuming his practice and 
/remaining in Georgetown till Jan., 1866, when 
he removed to Milford, where he has since re- 
sided. Dr. Marshall! is one of the most promi- 
/nent men in his profession in Delaware. He 
has made surgery and obstetrics a specialty, 
and has, probably, performed more surgical 
/operations than any other physician in his 
'section. He is the leading surgeon for the 
‘counties of Sussex and Kent. He is Secretary 
of the State Board of Health, organized in 
'March, 1879 ; a member of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of Jefferson Medical College, Philadel- 
phia, of which, in March, 1880, he was 
‘elected Vice-President ; a member of the 
State Medical Society of Delaware, and Presi- 
dent, in 1869 and 70; alsoa delegate of that 
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Society to the American Medical Association, 
since 1872. He has contributed several val- 
vable papers tothe American Journal of Medical 


Science, and has read anumber ofarticles before | 
the State Medical Society, several of which | 
published. He has been a Masonsince | 


they have 
185i and isa Past Master ; healsojoined the Odd 
Fellows about the same time. Since 1865 Dr. 
Marshall has been engaged in ship building, 


and is now one of the firm of J. W. Abbott & | 


Co., doing the largest business in that line in| 
Milford. hey have launched three vessels | 
in each of the last four years. He has also} 
owned and run a grist mill, and bought | 
and sold lumber, and manufactured bricks, 
extensively, He has employed his smal- | 
ler vessels in his own _ business, 
largely on the Hudson river, and bringing car- | 
goes of lime and bricks from Tomkins Cove 
and Haverstraw, N. Y. Into these outside op- 
erations he entered to secure means to educate 
his children. 
among people whose circumstances made him 
unwilling to press the payuicut of bills, aiid 


his kindness and consideration have had a just | 


reward. He has been successful, and now 
owns considerable property. Dr. Marshail 
was married, Nov. 23, 1853, to Miss H. Ange- 


lina, daughter of Rev. Truston Polk McColley, | 


of Milford. They have four children, having 
lost one. 
shall, M. D., a graduate of Delaware College, 
and of Jefferson Medical College, in the class 
of 1876. He is now practicing in Milford. He 


married Mary L. Donnell of Newark, and has 


three children. The remaining children of 
Dr. William Marshall are Annie Paynter, Sam- 
uel Everett and H. Angelina. 


fixe CCOLLEY, TRUSTON POLK, was 


ay xy born near Georgetown, Sussex county, 
eY¥ March 9g, 1793. His grandfather, 





Os Robert Watson McColley, emigrated 


3 to this country from Scotland about 
the year 1730. Truston P. was the son of 
John McColley who resided on a large planta- 
tion in Sussex county. His only educational 
advantages were those of a country school, 


being one of a family of nine children, and his | 


parents of limited means ; 
for learning, united with good natural endow- 


ments, enabled him, by reading and study, to | 


acquire a great amount of useful knowledge. 


trading | | 


Much of his large practice was | 


The eldest is George William Mar- | 


but his great desire | 


DELAWARE. 


He remained with his father until nearly 
grown when he left his home and engaged in 
the hatting business in Georgetown, but re- 
moved thence to Milford where he soon began 
merchandising. As a merchant he was very 
successful, and accumulated quite a fortune. 
April 28, 1814, he was married to Miss Hetty 
Smith, a very beautiful woman. By this mar- 
‘riage there were five children. The eldest 
son, Hiram W. McColley, now resides at the 
‘old homestead near Milford ; the second son, 
James H. McColley, was appointed by Presi- 
ident Lincoln, U. S. Consul te South America, 
;and there died of yellow fever while in the 
faithful performance of his duty ; the youngest 
json resides on his farm near Milford; the 
;eldest daughter married Hon. Gesie P. 
| Fisher, of Dover, and the second daughter 
-married .Dr. William Marshall of Milford. 
Mr. McColley was sent asa delegate to the 
'Convention that met in Dover in November, 
1852, to amend the Constitution of the State, 
;and was elected president of that body. He 
| became a member of the M. E. Church when 
| quite voung, and, November 3, 1826, was re- 
ceived into the Conference asa local preacher, 
and continued to officiate asa minister of the 
'gospel until his death; for which service he 
received no compensation; but as the Lord 
|prospered him in wordly possessions, he 
contributed liberally to the support of the 
ministry, and to all charitable purposes. Asa 
|speaker he was fluent and forcible, impressing 
'those who heard him with the conviction that 
his heart was in the work. It was said of him 
that he had married more couples, and preached 
more funeral sermons, than any minister in 
the State. He was especially zealous in the 
Bible cause, having been a member from the 
time the society was first established in Dela- 
ware, and was president of the Sussex County 
| Association many years previous to his death. 
Asa citizen he was much beloved and re- 
ispected, eminently social and genial in his 
nature, and very keen in his perceptions of 
right and wrong He was known throughout 
ithe State as a man of great integrity of char- 
acter, and large business capacity. In politics 
he was Republican—truly loyal and unselfish 
in his patriotism, and in favor of preserving 
the union at any expense of blood and treas- 
ure. In this record we have summed up the 
| life of a good man, distinguished for his. great 
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industry, the genial kindness of his heart and| 
large benevolence. Of him it may be truly | 
said, ‘‘the world was better for his having lived ; 
in it.” He died March 5, 1874, having attained | 





Nore.—Since the above was in type, the following additional facts have 














been received: Mr. McColley continued it ule business till go years | 
of age, when he removed to his farm, “E Il,’ near Milford, where 
he resided till his death. He embraced M4 e@ frst camp meeting 
ever he'd in Sussex, and soon aft icensed as a local preacher. ‘Lhe 
extent of his ministerial lat is indicated by the fuct that he performed 1600 | 
marriages and preached r 1000 funeral sermons. He was also an earnest 
supporter of the temperance cause. All over the Peninsula his name is as 
familiar as a household word. He was aman of fine physique and uniform 
good health. For a period of Afty years he had not a single death in his 


family. He wasa member of Temple Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons | 
and also of the Chapter. He was initiated July 26, 1815; passed Se | 
13, t815, and raised ()ctober 25, 1815. He was one of the projectors of the 
Junction and Breakwater railroad, of which he was president, and one of its 
best friends in its darkest days. | His funeral was attended by people from 
all parts of the State. He had himself selected the text and hymns for the 
occasion :—“‘For David, after he had served his own generation, by the will 
of God fell on sleep and was laid unto his fathers.” 





ee OWENS ND, TONG SAMUEL,:.of 
! 5 Townsend, was born in St. George’s 

Hundred}, Octi.31, 21812. , His father, 
Samuel Townsend, a birthright mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, was a 
farmer and coach maker. He married Han- 
nah, daughter of Richard Humphries, of St 
George’s hundred, and had ten children, 
nine of whom grew to maturity. Samuel 
was their third son and fifth child. Samuel 
Townsend, Sr., died Feb. 5, 1849, in his 68th 
His wife died May 25, 1829, in her 
52d year. His father, John Townsend, was 
born in Sussex county, and went in early 
life to Germantown, where he learned the 
business of coach making. Returning to 
Delaware, he became the captain of a vessel 
which he owned himself, sailing from Lis- 
ton’s Landing, near Odessa, and married 
Sally Liston. She inherited the farm known 
as Liston’s, and afterwards as the old Town- 
send estate. John Townsend lived to the 
age of 90. He and his wife died about the 
same time, and are interred at the Frends’ 
meeting house at Odessa. Samuel! Townsend 
was brought up on the farm, and attendeda 
subscription school until his eleventh year, 
afterwards a pay school for two winters. 
These were his only opportunities of educa- 
tion. At seventeen he left home and found 
employment on the Union canal, on which, 
in 1830, he became captain of a boat. The 
following year his brother John joined him 
in the purchase of the sloop, Hlaxnah, of 50 
tons burthen, which they sailed from Phila- 











’ 





year. 





delphia and down the bay, but in December it 
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He then was again a captain on the canal, 
but the cholera of 1832 interrupted his busi- 
ness. In 1833 he commenced mining iron 
ore, in St. George’s Hundred, which he pur- 
chased and sold to parties in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. In 1837 he bought the 
3rick house property in Blackbird, and goo 
acres of land, much of it in timber, and then 
began the cutting and shipping of wood and 
vessel timber to New York. In this business, 
by his energy and good management, he laid 
the foundation of his fortune. He purchased 
700 acres of woodland in Thoroughfare Neck, 
and 550 at Shadding Point,and in partnership 
with his brother, John, 1300 acres in Mispillion 
Neck. From these lands they cutand shipped 
the timber, and were successful until the gen- 
eral business disasters of 1858. They continued 
in this until 1860. Mr. Townsend had, in 1845, 
purchased with his brother, the Williams es- 
tate of 400 acres, which they divided, and 
on which each built a house and resided from 
that time. Adjoining it he purchased, in 1855, 
the Davis farm of 230 acres, aiid, in 1863, 
a tract of 300 acres near Canterbury, on which 
his son Samuel now resides. In 18656 he 
bought 3573 acres near Kingston, Md., which 
he devoted to peaches and small fruits. He 
also had large peach orchards on his farms in 
Delaware, and became, in 1857, the pioneer 
peach grower of his vicinity, setting out 
10,000 trees and the same the next year. From 
these farms he shipped in 1869, 43,000 baskets, 
most of them to New York. From the begin- 
ning of this interest he was one of the most 
active and public spirited of the Delaware 
peach growers. Mr. Townsend was an inde- 
pendent Democrat, always prominent in pub- 
lic affairs and a member of most of the State 
Conventions from his early manhood. In 1848 
he was a delegate to the National Demo- 
cratic Convention which met in Baltimore and 
nominated Gen. Cass, of Michigan, a scandidate 
for President, also of the National Convention 
in Baltimore in 1852 when Gen. Pierce was 
nominated. In 1860 when James A. Bayard 
and William G. Whitely, left the Charleston 
Convention, Mr Townsend was one of the 
delegates, sent to take their places in the con- 
vention which had adjourned to meet in Balti- 
more, and was seated after a contest. When 
the war came on he became one of the promi- 


was run into and cut down by a steamboat. | nent and uncompromising Union men in the 


68 


een ct 
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State, exerting all his influence to save the Re- | 
public frorn disruption. He saw in disunion 
only perpetual hostility and ruin for the whole 
‘country, but he opposed bringing the color 
question into politics or giving the colored 
‘race civil or political rights. He was one of 
the organizers of ‘‘The White Man’s Party,” in 
the State, and kept up his political activity 
till near the close of his life; but he would 
submit to no ring er boss rule ; his rugged, | 
original, aggressive spirit always asserted itself 
and usually prevailed. His death, which oc- | 
curred Dec. 5, 1881, was widely regretted, and | 
it was said of him that human want and suf-| 
fering never appealed to his charity in vain. 


Ei BEEFFERIS,, DR: CHARLES  R.,. Den= | 


ah tist, Wilmington, was born in Chester | 


ca). county, Pa., Nov. 27, 1841, the young- 
alte es son of Dr. Emmor and Ann (Rob- 
3) inson) Jefferis. The family is descended | 
from Robert Jefferis, an English Friend, who 
settled in East Bradford township, Chester 
county, Pa., about 1701, and from whom, it is | 
believed, have sprung all of the name in that | 
‘county, with many in other parts of the coun | 
try.,,.He, died, in, 1739... He married, about 
-1693, Jane, daughter of George and Jane 
‘Chandler. Their children were: Patience, 
married, first, Henry Betterson, afterward, a 
Mr. Mackey; Charity, married, first, John 
Evans, afterwards, John Cope, in 1721, (over 
three thousand of her descendants have been 
ascertained); William, married, in 1724, Eliza- 
beth (Ring) Nield ; James, married Elizabeth 
«(Tull) Carter ; Robert, twice married ; George, 
married, and died in 1763; Jane, married 
Joseph Skeen; Anne, married Alexander | 
-Duncan ; Mary, married Joseph Temple ; nel 
‘Benjamin, Thomas, and John. Anne, the sec- 
ond wife of Robert Jefferis, survived him. By 
her he had one child, Richard Jefferis. James, 
the second son.of Robert, had three children : 
James, Emmor, and Abigail. Emmor married 
Elizabeth Taylor, in 1757, and had three chil- 
dren: James, Emmor the second, and Sarah. 
Of these, Emmor married Charity, daughter of 
- Samuel and Lydia Grubb, and had twelve chil- 
dren, ten of whom married: Sarah, married 
John Hickman; Curtis, married Ann Carey ; 
Joseph, married Mary Bailey ; Benjamin, mar- 
ried a Miss Osborne ; Lydia, married George | 








‘Worth; John S., married Sarah Brinton | 
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Elizabeth, married John Patterson; Anna 
married Isaac Trimble; Charity, married 


Sampson Babb; Emmor, the third, married 
Ann Robinson. Those who died young were : 
Grubb and Abigail. Emmor, third, the father of 
the subject of this sketch, was born in Chester 
county, Pa., in 1804. He was a manufacturing 
jeweler till 1844, when he studied dentistry, 
and followed that profession with such success 
that he became quite distinguished in his day. 
In 1827, he removed to Wilmington, Del., 
where he résided several years, after which he 
became a resident of Philadelphia. In 1839, he 
returned to Chester county, where he lost 
most of his property in an ineffectual effort to 
introduce silk culture. He then returned to 


| Wilmington, where he followed his profession 


till 1876, when he removed to Fair Hill, Md., 
where he now resides. His wife died in 1876. 


| Their children were: Dr. Joseph R., a dentist, 


of Philadelphia, who died, Dec. 10, 1875; Dr. 
William R., a dentist, of Indianapolis, Ind. He 
died in April, 1861. Anna T., wife of Joseph 
Alderdice ; Caroline, wite of Dr. Kii T. Starr, 
of Philadelphia ; Ella, wife of David P. Bush ; 
Amelia.P:,; married, Dr: L.,1...Howard ; she 
died, May 1, 1865 ; J. Eugene, an engineer in 
the U.S Revenue Marine service ; Dr. Charles 
R., and Susan R., wife of William E. Chester, 
of Kansas, Dr. Jefferis attended the public 
schools of Wilmington, after which he was a 
student, for two years, in St. Mary’s College, 
Wilmington. He enjoyed unusual facilities for 
learning his profession, being brought up, al- 
most from childhood, in his father’s labora- 
tory. At the age of nineteen he entered his 
father’s office as a student, and passed through 
a regular course of training and study. He 
was in partnership with his father from 1860 
to 1865, since which time he has practiced by 
himself, being now on King, between Ninth 
and Tenth streets. Dr. Jefferisisa gentleman 
of superior culture and ability, and stands in 
the first rank, if not at the head of his profes- 
sion in the State. He makes a specialty of 
operative dentistry, in which he has acquired a 
wide reputation, and built up a large and lu- 
crative practice. He was married, May 3rd, 
1865, to Miss Elheurah A., daughter of the 
late Joseph Richardson, Jr., a well known mo- 


rocco manufacturer of Wilmington. They 
have three children: Joseph Richardson, 


Charles R. Jr., and Lura Jefferis. 
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Bs OBERTS, SAMUEL, Farmer of Black- 


1 r 
) 


His father was James Roberts. He is 


Np a brother of Joseph Roberts, in whose 


©} sketch will be found a history of the | 


antecedents of this family. Samuel Roberts 
attended the schools of his neighberhood un- 
til twelve years of age. He was put to work 
upon the farm and continued to assist his 
father until 1839, when he obtained a position 
as-clerk in the store of his cousin, James Rob- 
erts. After some fifteen months he, by re- 
quest of his father, returned home, where he 
remained until twenty-three vears of age. In 
the spring of 1849, he began the pursuit of ag- 
riculture for himself, upon the farm where he 
has ever since resided. He has devoted his 
land, principally, to grain, but has cultivated 
peaches to some extent, and has been very suc- 
cessful in his calling. Besides the home farm, 
he owns an adjoining tract of 160 acres, alsoa 
farm of 200 acres, known as ‘‘ Thomas’ Land- 
1878 Mr. Rob- 
erts is a Democrat in politics, and served as a 
member of the Levy Court of New Castle 


ine” which he nurchased in 
wine, which he-nnrchased mn 


. county, from 1874 to 1878, with credit to him- 


self and to his party. He is a useful and influ- 
ential citizen of his county, and enjoys the es- 
teem and confidence of his neighbors and 
friends. He is a Methodist, having joined that 
denomination in 1859, and is nowa trustee and 
steward of Asbury M. E. church at Smyrna. 
He was united in marriage, May 16, 1850, to 
Miss Catharine, daughter of John and Catha- 
rine (Davis) Wilson, of Sussex county. Three 
children have been borntothem,two of whom, 
John and James Houston Roberts, are still 


living. 
f2UCKINGHAM, CAPTAIN DAVID 
4LY EASTBURN, Soldier and Merchant, 
>. of the firm of Buckingham & Company, 
9} Wholesale and Retail Grocers and 
Provision Dealers, Wilmington, was 
born Feb. 3, 1840, at Pleasant Hill, New Cas- 
tle Co. His parents, Alban and Mary (East- 
burn) Buckingham, were members of the So- 
ciety of Friends. He was reared onthe farm, 
attending school principally in winter, until 
his fifteenth year, when he was sent to Eton 
Academy, and enjoyed its advantages during 
four terms, intending to fit himself for the 






ihe bird hundred, was born, Jan 2, 1826. | 
> 


|; Campaign, under McClellan. 





medical profession, but 
in his twentieth 
broke out, and 

plans. 
pany of home guards, at 


engaged in teaching 

year. Soon after’ the war 
this event changed all his 
He became orderly sergeant of a com- 
Mermaid Hill, Mill 
Creek hundred. Hewas mainly instrumental in 
forming company E, of the 4th Delaware Vol- 
unteers; was appointed Ist Lieutenant, and 
entered with his regiment on the peninsular 
He was the eld- 
est of four brothers, all of whom were soldiers 
inthe late war, except the youngest, a mere 
boy in years. His brother, Richard, was in 
his company, and was Ist sergeant, and after- 
wards promoted to lieutenant in the regiment, 
and all were intense in their loyalty to the 
old flag. His regiment on the peninsula, was 
stationed at Gloucester, opposite Yorktown, 
Va, where he was ill in hospital with malarial 
fever. He wassoon after in the action of 
Bethesada church, and while engaged in 
storming the earthworks, was prostrated for 
atime by the windage ofa cannon-shot, but 


| revived sufficiently to enter the work with his 


company, though afterwards, for several days 
incapacitated for duty ; but was with his com- 
mand in crossing the James, and onthe 16thand 
17th of June, in the terrible struggle in which 
one-third of the regiment was killed and wound- 
ed; among the wounded was his brother, Rich- 
ard, and he narrowly escaped,a ball having cut 
through the breast of his coat, neara vital part. 
At the battle of Weldon railroad and at the 
burning of the Davis house his gallantry, was 
conspicuous. Inthe last so muclrso as to earn 
the Brevet of Captain, with honorable mention 
of services rendered in the campaign before 
Richmond. At Rowanty river the Fourth Dela- 
ware was ordered to cross the bridge after sev- 
eral regiments had been driven back ; his com- 
pany was in the advance and finding the bridge 
impassible ordered the men tocross the stream ; 
the ice broke under his feet and he swam to 
the rebel side amidst the bullets of the enemy. 
Here Major Kent was severely wounded. At 
Hatchers Run he, with some of his men, ad- 
vanced to the house, where, in that battle, Col. 
Bailey of the 3rd Delaware was killed, but fell 
back in time to escape capture. At the action of 
White Oak Roads he escaped unhurt, but as 
showing the terrible casualties of battle, he had 
the night before slept in the twigs having as 
companions, Capt. E. C. Stotsenburg, Capt. 
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Thomas Challenger, Lt. Alpheus Wilson and 
his brother, Sergeant Major Buckingham. At 
the close of this battle, Wilson was dead, the 
Sergeant Major wounded and carried to the 
rear, and the two Captains were prisoners. At 
midnight, in charge of the pickets, he received 
orders to withdraw them, and the regiment 
joined the corps and marched until noon of 
April tst, and at 4 P. M. formed in line of bat- 
tle and attacked the enemy in the battle 
of the Five Forks. At the ‘‘Chimney’s” Capt. 
McClary feil dead near him, being killed in 
action and the command of the regiment 
was in his hands. In this action 5000 of 
the enemy were captured and Lee com- 
menced his retreat. He was in command of 
the regiment until April 5, when Major Smith 
rejoined the regiment. A white flag in their 
front sent in by the enemy occasions their 
halt, and he finds sixty-three men and three 
officers in line for duty. Appomattox followed 
and the surrender. Captain Buckingham was 
in every march, and in every battle of this 
regiment from their leaving Wilmington ; the 
only officer of whom this can be said. He isin 
person of medium height, without an ounce of 
superfluous flesh, and one wonders at the en- 
durance he manifested. He was mustered out 
of service on Juue 7, 1865, and began his 
present business. He is also a partner of his 
brother, as wheel manufacturers in the city, 
and in this, as in merchandizing, he is ener- 
getic, enterprising and successful. He was 
married Jan. 1, 1868, to Miss Sarah L., daugh- 
ter of Isaac Van Trump. Three children have 
been born to them, Mignionette O., David E., 
Jr., and Sadie L. Buckingham. 


ARR, MARTIN, M.D.,, late of Middle- 
town, was born in Strasburg township, 
near Lancaster city, Pa., in 1792, son 
of John and Elizabeth (Brown) Barr, 
His father, an agriculturist and miller, 
supplied Washington with flour when en- 
camped at Valley Forge. He died about 1802, 
at the age of forty-eight. He had two chil- 
dren, John and Martin. The great-grand- 
father of John, also named John Barr, came 
over with William Penn, of whom he, with 
Justine Kerr, purchased 30,000 acres of land 
in Lancaster county, Pa. paying an English 
shilling an acre, 








| 


DELAWARE. 


dates back, by records in their posession, to 
the 12th century, They were always Protes- 
tants and Republicans, and joined the Albi- 
genses on the rise of that body in the twelfth 
century, living among the Alps, In 1580 they 
removed to the district of Languedoc in the 
south of France, the principal seat of the Al- 
bigenses church,where they enjoyed religious 
liberty till the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes, when they fled to England. There 
they met Penn and came with him on his 
return to America. Dr. Barr was educated 
by Rev. Francis Latta at his academy in Lan- 
caster county, and at the age of eighteen 
entered the office of the celebrated Dr. Benj. 
Rush of Philadelphia, who died soon after. 
He graduated from the University of ,Penn- 
sylvania in 1813, and practiced three years in 
Philadelphia, after which he removed to 
Middletown, where he spent the remainder of 
his life. In 189 he traveled through the 
South, having had several hemorrhages from 
the lungs, but was by this means entirely re- 
stored. He became very iarge and _ robust, 
weighing 200 pounds, and his strength and 
endurance were very remarkable. He seldom 
felt fatigue though he often rode from forty to 
sixty, and sometimes eighty miles a day. 
Starting at four o’clock in the morning, ona 
breakfast of warm bread and milk, he wouid 
accomplish an immense amount of labor, and 
his energy never seemed to flag. Possessed of 
high intellectual endowments, he was a 
thorough scholar and always continued to 
study. He had a natural gift in detecting dis- 
ease and a remarkable skill in treating it and 
became one of the most distinguished and 
successful physicians of his day, having an 
immense practice. In surgery he was especi- 
ally skillful. During the forty years of his resi- 
dence in Middletown he collected $160,000, 
but was unstinted in the use of his means,and 
kept upa very large family from ten totwenty- 
two relations being with them a great deal_of 
the time. In manner Dr. Barr was very 
modest and unassuming. He wasa prominent 
member of the State Medical Society, and 
was often urged to accept official position,but 
felt that he could not and meet the require- 
ments of his large practice. He was a 
member of the Presbyterian church, but his 


The intermediate ancestors’ wife was an Episcopalian. He married in 18ts5, 


all bore the name of John Barr. The family | Jane, daughter of William Adams of Mount 
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Pleasant, near Philadelphia. 


boys and six girls, of whom three girls and | 


four boys grew to maturity, the others dying 
in infancy. 


The eldest, John A. Barr, M.-D.,: 


graduated from the University of Pennsyl- | 


vania in 1837, became 
practitioner in Delaware City, and died in 1857 
leaving a widow and one daughter. Capt. 


Joseph M. Barr, born in March, 1822, studied | 
with John M. Clayton, graduated from the | 


Yale Law School in 1848, practiced in New 
Castle a short time. and visited Cuba. He had 
previously edited the Delaware State Fournal, 
and afterwards became editor and proprietor 
of The Commonwealth in Wilmington, which 
he continued till the war, when as Captain of 
Company C, under Col. Lockwood, he joined 
the Union army. After the three months’ ser- 
vice he re-enlisted as captain of a company in 
the 4th Delaware, was prostrated with fever in 
the seven days’ fight on the Chickahominy and 
joined the veteran reserved corps at Chicago. 
He died in Middletown, July 1, 1876, leaving 
a widow and one son. 
Episcopal church. Of Dr. William H. Barr, 
the third son, a sketch is given. The fourth 
is Capt. Frank Barr of the steamer Colfax, 
United States Revenue service, at Wilmington, 
N.C. The daughters were Mary A. who died 
about 1839, in her twenty-second year, Eliza- 
beth also died in early womanhood, and Jane, 
who married Rev. John Atkinson, of the P. E. 
Church. She died in 1857. Dr. Martin Barr 
closed his long and useful life, Sept. 19, 1874, 
being then in the eighty-first year of his age 





ARR, WILLIAM -H., M. D., of Middle- 
town, was born in that place. Dec. 9, 
1825, son of Dr. Martin Barr, whose 
sketch has been given. Tutors were 
employed in the family, and his brothers 
were all sent away to college, but his educa- 
tion, which was fully equal to theirs, he owed 
chiefly to his father’s instructions. He studied 
medicine two years in his father’s office, com- 
mencing in 1845, after which he took a full 
course in the University of Pennsylvania, 
graduating in 1850, and at once settled in 
Middletown. His father was still in active 
practice and the idoi of the community, and 
as he practiced independently and not with 
his father, he had a hard struggie to secure a 
foothold. He took all cases that came 





distinguished as a) 


They had six) whether they paid him or not, and rode far 


and near, as he was called, and in time at- 
tained a large practice. Later he succeeded 
to that of his father, and also to his reputa- 
tion and to the affectionate confidence with 


which he was regarded. He has. now an im- 


|mense practice, rides all the time, is very pop- 


ithe expense and inconvenience of 


ular and highly respected. His taste is for 
the practice of medicine in general, but he is 
thoroughly prepared in all departments, and 
made it a point, when studying, to fit himself 
to treat any case that might be presented, 
that his patients might not be subjected to 
leaving 
home to be under the care of a specialist. 
This he has been able to accomplish both in 
surgery and other departments. Dr. Barr isa 
Republican but takes no active part in politi- 
cal matters. During the war he was a strong 





tie was a member ot ite | oA 


Union man, and did all in his power to assist 
and maintain the Union cause. He attends 
the Episcopal church, and has never married. 
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“\, and Attorney-General, of Delaware, 
Coe was born in New Castle, May 4, 1840; 
; ord son of Andrew C. and Elizabeth (Sco- 

fiela) Gray. A sketch of his father, a 
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XS 
lawyerand prominent citizen of New Castle, has 
jalready been given. Mr. Gray was prepared 
for the junior class in college, by William F. 
Lane, principal ofthe academy in his native 
town, and entered Princeton in 1857, gradu- 
ating A. B. with the class of 1859. He read 
law for three years with his father, and Hon. 
William C. Spruance, and spent a year in the 
Harvard law school, and after this thorough 
preparation of four years study, was admitted 
to the bar in 1863. He at once entered upon 
the practice of his profession at New Castle, 
and in the Superior Court and before the Court 
of Appeals, soon developed those powers which 
have given him so wide a reputation at the 
bar. His studious habits, retentive memory 
and sound judgment on legal questions, to- 
gether with his high character, and brilliant 
oratory, have secured for him acommanding 
influence with the bench and bar, and a popu- 
larity which reaches far beyond the State. In 
1881 he was appointed Attorney-General of 
Delaware, by Gov. John W. Hall, when he re- 
moved to Wilmington, where he has since re- 
sided. His selection for this high position met 
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with general approval from al! classes of his 
fellow-citizens, and he has discharged his of- 
ficial duties with a zeal and conscientious regard 
to the public welfare, that has given universal 
satisfaction. Mr. Gray is allied with the Dem- 
ocratic party, and a strong advocate of its prin- 
ciples and methods. He was a delagate to 
the national convention of his party at St. 
Louis, in 1876, which nominated Samuel J. 
Tilden, for the Presidency,and alsoa delegate to 
the national convention at Cincinnati, in 1880, 
and nominated Mr. Bayard, before that body, 
as a presidential candidate, in a masterly 
speech. Three years after he graduated he 
received from Princeton the honorary degree 
of Master of Arts. He was chairman of the 
Board of Education in New Castle, and an 
honorary member of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. He was married, in 1870, to 
Miss Harriet, daughter of the late Dr. Charles 
H. Black, of New Castle, one of the most 
able and popular men Delaware ever produced. 
Mrs. Gray died suddenly, May 26, 1880, leav- 
ing five children: Andrew Caldwell, Annie 
Black, Emily Scofield, Charles H. Black and 
George Gray, Jr. Mr. Gray was married Aug. 
8, 1882, to Miss Margaret J. Black, a sister of 
his first wife. 


oD ALLANDIGHAM, REV. JAMES L., 
DBD! Ds, bk.D)) Pastorsof, the, church at 
Head of Christiana, was born in New 
Lisbon, Ohio. An outline of his life and 
some account of his family will be found 
on page 105. His father, in addition to his 
ministerial labors, taught a classical school and 
prepared this son to enter the junior class of 
Jefferson College when only sixteen years of 
age. He graduated in two years, maintaining 
a high standing in a class of thirty, nearly all 
older than himself. His father’s salary was 
inadequate to the support and education of 
seven children and he had been obliged to 
borrow the money to defray the expenses of 
his collegiate course. After graduating he 
engaged in teaching in order to refund this 
money, and also to assist in educating his 
three younger brothers, all of whom became 
professional men. The necessity thus laid 
upon him, he always regarded as fortunate, 
considering the mental discipline he acquired 
and also the more accurate knowledge of the 
classics and other branches, as ample com- 
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|pensation for the labor expended. During 
‘the two years that he taught in Snow 


| Hill, he studied law with Hon. Irving Spence, 
‘and completed his studies at his home. with 
|Hon. Andrew W. Loomis, commencing the 
| practice of his profession in his native town, 
‘and also taking avery active part in poli- 
itics.. He was twice the candidate of hi, 
| party for the office of Prosecuting Attorney, 
'and was one of the principal speakers in sev- 
‘eral campaigns, especially in the memorable 
‘one of 1840, He had a strong predilection, a 
hereditary taste for politics, and highly re- 
| garded his profession, but being converted in 
a revival in New Lisbon, as he himself ex- 
| pressed it—the shadow of eternity resting 
,upon him rendered him comparatively indif- 
iferent to things seen and temporal,and keenly 
alive to those which are unseen and eternal. 
He, therefore, in 1843, commenced the study 
of theology in New Lisbon, and to maintain 
himself and family, took charge of the classi- 
cal department of the High School. Having 
received a cali which he felt constrained io ac- 
cept to the churches of White Clay Creek, 
Head of Christiana and Newark, he removed 
to the latter place, Nov. 30, 1853. As his 
charge was very extensive, an assistant was 
employed for three or four months, each sum- 
mer and fail. In 1860, the membership of the 
three churches having increased from 200 to 560, 
Mr. Vallandigham resigned the charge of the 
Newark church, as it was about to be strength- 
ened by the addition of the members of the 
New School church there, and would then be 
able, alone, to support a pastor. He remained 
in charge of the other two churches until 
1875. The Presbytery had previously sent a 
committee to persuade them to separate, that 
each might have the entire services of a pastor. 
To this they reluctantly consented, and at a 
meeting of the Presbytery, held at Lewes, in 
April, 1875, each church presented, for him, a 
unanimous call. The one from the Head of 
Christiana was found in order and placed in 
his hands, and since June Ist of that year, he 
/has been pastor of that church alone. His 
preaching has always been earnest, practical 
/and instructive, and on various occasions, 
there have been glorious revivals. In 1854, 175 
| persons were received into the three churches 
‘under his care. Since he first became pastor 
of the three congregations, each has erected a 














-looked for counsel and guidance. 
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new church edifice. The wonderful degree of| public affairs, and was deservedly popular. In 


harmony which has prevailed among them, 
. during all these years,reflects great credit, both 


on the people and on him to whom they have 
The honor- 
ary degree of D.D., was conferred on Mr. Val- 
landigham by Delaware College, in 1874, and of 
LL. D., by Westminster College, Mo., in 1881. 


He has published the life of his brother, the | 


Hon. C. L. Valiandigham, a volume of 570 
pages, also, two editions of an address on the 
Evils of Intemperance. He was, at one time, 
assistant editor of a temperance paper, has 
frequently contributed to the press, and is the 
author of the historical sketches of the Pres- 
byterian churches of Delaware, published in 
this Cyclopedia. He stillresides in Newark, 
and enjoys the unabated affection and confi- 
dence of the congregations of which he has 
been pastor, and the respect of the community 
at large. 






Ow Smyrna, Sept. 11, 1785. His father, 
Presley Spruance, was a_ substantial 
farmer and residedall his life in the same 
county. His grandfather, John Spruance, the 
first of the name in this State, came from Car- 
oline county, Md., and settled in Kent about 
1730. His mother, Mary Jones, was descended 
from the Welsh Baptist Colonists, who settled 
on the Welsh Tract in New Castle county, 
about 1700. He attended the schools of his 
neighborhood until he was fifteen years old, 
when he was placed with Mr. Darragh, a mer- 
chant in Smyrna, then called Duck Creek 
Cross-Roads, and remained with him until he 
was twenty years old, and then began business 
with his father, under the name of P. Spru- 
ance & Son. This firm was succeeded, in a 
few vears, by that of P. & E. Spruance, com- 
posed of the subject of this sketch and his 
younger brother, Enoch. The latter firm 
continued for more than forty years, conduct- 
ing an extensive business as merchants, ship- 
pers and landowners, and maintaining, during 
all that time, a high reputation for enterprise, 
integrity and liberality. These brothers were 
especially noted for their generosity to poor 
young men who manifested the capacity and 
purpose to succeed in life. Mr. Spruance al- 
ways, from boyhood, took a deep interest in 





|sentatives 
|elected to the Senate of the same State, and 
'continued a member of the same until 1831, 


|a member of the samme until 1847. 











1822, he was elected to the House of Repre- 


of Delaware. In. 1825, he. was 


when he was elected a member of the Con- 
vention which framed the present State Con- 
stitution. He was again elected tothe Senate 
in 1834, and to the House of Representatives 
in 1838. In 1840, he was again called to do 
public duty in the State Senate, andcontinued 
During his 
twenty-one years of service in the State Leg- 
islature, he was, for about ten years, Speaker 
ofthe Senate. In 1847, he was chosen United 
States Senator, and held that position for the 
full term of six years. While a member of the 
State Senate, in 1829, he took a very active 
and important part in the passage ofthe “Act 
for the establishment of free schools,” and in 
after-life he considered this the most useful 
and lasting public service in his long career 
of twenty-eight years as a legislator. Follow- 
ing the traditions of his family, he began life 
a Jefferson Democrat, but upon the division 
of parties in 1828, he attached himself to 
the Administration, or Adams party, and after- 
wards, on its formation, to the Whig party, 
of which he was a leading spirit in his county 
and State. His instincts and convictions were 
always strongly against slavery, and led him 
to advocate the Wilmot Proviso, and oppose 
the extension of the siave holding interests. 
Although, then an old man, and retired from 
public life, he was one of the very few in his 
county, who in 1860 voted for Abraham Lin- 
coln. While fully realizing the necessity of 
using force in the suppression of the rebellion, 
civil war was to hima dire calamity. When 
the announcement was made to him that the 
rebel batteries had opened fire upon Fort Sump- 
ter, he exclaimed, as tears filled his eyes, 
and his whole frame trembled with emotion, “I 
never expected to live to see this day.” Few 
men have left behind them a reputation more 
worthy of emulation. Great industry, quick 
perception, retentive memory, love of books, 
and varied experience as a merchant and leg- 
islator, supplied in him, to a great extent, the 
deficiencies ofearly training, although he never 
ceased to regret that he had been denied the 
opportunity of a liberal education. His great 
and accurate knowledge of public affairs, both 
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State and national, his sound, clear judgment, 
inflexible integrity, steady courage and devot- 
ed patriotism, made him a useful and honored 
public servant, and inspired the fullest confi- 


dence of his fellow citizens In 1830 Mr. 
Spruance married Sarah Corbit, daughter of 
William Corbit, of Cantwell’s Bridge, now 


Odessa. The children of this marriage were 
Mary J., who died in infancy, Horace who 
died in Oct. 1882, and William C. and Sarah 
C., who now reside in Wilmington. Mr. 
Spruance died at his residence in Smyrna, 
Feb. 13, 1863. 
x IRENEE, 
A} youngest son of Pierre-Samuel duPont 
(oe de Nemours, and of Nicocle-Charlotte- 
“e) Marie-Louise Le Dée de Rencourt, was 
born in Paris, France, June 24, 1771. 
- His god-father was the celebrated Turgot, 
who selected on account of their meaning, his 
somewhat unusual baptismal names. The 
traits of character which specially marked 
Irénée duPont’s whole career were displayed 
in early life. Simple and frugal in his tastes, 
generous and ardent in his impulses, the mis- 
fortunes of others ever elicited his warmest 
sympathy. To these qualities hc united great 
energy of purpose and untiring industry. It 
seemed to be the height of his ambition to be 
a worthy, useful and valuable member of so- 
ciety. His carly years were passed at Bozs-des- 
Fossés, his father’s estate near the village of 
-Chevannes in the Gatinais, (now Department 
of Seine et Marne). Though taking the keenest 
interest in country pursuits, and having the 
- reputation of being the most courageous boy 
in the neigborhood, study was never ne- 
glected. His tastes were for the exact sciences, 
-chemistry and botany being his favorite 
studies. In 1784, he had the misfortune to 
lose his mother, a model of every domestic 
virtue, but the affectionate care of his surviv- 
‘ing parent supplied, as far as possible, the va- 
cant place. During the following year he was 
extremely anxious to join La Pérouse’s expi- 
dition round the world, then being fitted out ; 
but his father, though able to have placed him 
advantageously with that intrepid, but unfor- 






tunate navigator, would not agree to so earlya | 


‘separation, and the son acquiesced. He was 
“soon, however, to leave the home of his child- 
hood: an intimate friend of his father, the emi- 
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nent chemist, Lavoisier, at that time superin- 
tendent of the Royal manufactories and depots 
of gun-powder and saltpetre, (Régie royale des 
Poudres et Saltpetres), had conceiveda strong 
affection for the promising young man, and re- 
quested that he should go to him, promising 
|to secure for him the reversion of this impor- 
'tant and lucrative office. His father’s consent 
having been given, he began his new career 
|at the government mills at Essone, where he 
was sent to acquire a practical knowledge of 
the details of the manufacture of gun-powder. 
His prospects seemed now assured when the 
breaking out of the French Revolution changed 
the whole course of his life. The broad and lib- 
eral political views of his father were reflected 
in the son, who advocated, with ardor, the p.o- 
ject of a constitution limiting the power of the 
crown and sweeping away the many abuses of 
the past. In the interest of the moderate and 
law abiding party, after the voluntary disso- 
lution of the constituent assembly, DuPont de 
Nemours invested the greater part of his 
means in alarge printing and _ publishing 
house in Paris. At its head he placed his 
son, Irénée, who found himself in his twenty- 
first year, during the most stormy period of 
Revolution, conducting, almost alone, a busi- 
ness of great importance, which of necessity 
was connected directly with the political com- 
plications of the day. Onthe memorable roth 
of Aug., 1792, DuPont de Nemours, as strong 
in his opposition to popular excesses as in his 
advocacy of constitutional liberty, went to 
the palace of the Tuilleries to aid in defend- 
ing the King fromthe expected attack of the 
mob. Irénée accompanied him, and after 
Louis XVI and the royal family had taken 
refuge in the hall of the Legislative Assembly, 
succeeded,amid the scene of carnage, insaving 
his father’s life as well as his own. The 
surviving defenders of the Tuilleries were 
marked for destruction. Though able to hide 
themselves for a time, father and son were 
finally arrested and confined in the Laforce 
prison. 
lot to one (Sophie Madeleine Dalmas, born 
July 22, 1775, and died, Nov. 27, 1828,) no 
less distinguished for rare personal attractions 
than for energy of character, courage and 
wifely devotion. The despair of this beauti- 
ful young woman, (she was not yet eighteen,) 
touched the better feelings of one of the jail- 





Irénée duPont had already united his — 
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ors, when she sought admission to the 


prison in the disguise of peasant girl, and she, 
was able to pass in daily and minister to the | 

of her husband and father. | 
Their turn for the scaffold had almost come, | 
when the fall of Robespierre ended the Reign | 
of Terror,and opened the prison doors. Though | 
their lives were saved,they had lost everything, 
and the embarrassed condition of their for- 
tunes made them turn their eyes towards the | 
new world. Inthe latter part of 1799, the | 
subject of this sketch, with his father and older | 
brother, Victor, who had been in the United 
States in the French diplomatic and consular 
service during the terrible years of Revolution 
in his native land, sailed for America, arriving 
with their families at Newport, R.I., Jan.1, 1800. 
Some months later, an accidental circumstance 
called Irénée du Pont’s attention to the bad 
quality of the gun-powder made in the land of| 
his adoption, and gave him the first idea of es- 
tablishing a set of works for its manufacture, a 
project deemed, by many, as little short of, 
madness, so great was the reputation of the 
powder imported from England. Having de- 
cided upon the enterprise, he went back to 
France, in January, 1801, and revisited Essone, 
to acquaint himself with the various improve- 
ments in powder manufacture, which hade n 
made since he left the place, returning to the 
United States at the end of the following Au- 
gust, well provided with plans and models, 


the necessities 





and bringing with him some of the machinery 
for his future mills. It now remained to fix 
upon a suitable location. He examined sites 
near Paterson, N.J.,andin Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. His father’s friend, Thomas Jefferson, 
was very anxious that the new works should 
be built in the last named State, but there, as 
in Maryland, he was deterred by the institu- 
tion of slavery and the effects it had produced 
upon the character of the white race. Finally, 
in June, 1802, he bought a tract of land with 
ample water power on the Brandywine river, 
about four miles from Wilmington, Del., and 
on the 19th of the following month, arrived 





there with his family. The newness of the 
undertaking, no less than its hazardous char- 
acter, demanded unflagging toil and exertion. 
After many disappointments and losses, his 
energy and undaunted courage surmounted 
every obstacle, and at his death by cholera, 
Oct. 31st, 1834, while temporarily in Philadel- 
69 
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phia, his establishment was the largest of its 
kind inthe United States. Amid the engross- 
ing pursuits of his business life, Irénée du Pont 
never, for amoment, forgot the duties he owed 
to his fellow men and to the community in 
which he lived. Foremost in every measure 
of local improvement, and in developing 
around him agricultural and industrial enter- 
prise, his private benevolence was not confined 
to pecuniary aid; of his time—-to him more 
precious still—he gave freely, to al] to whom 
he could be of use. Nor did local matters, 
alone, occupy his attention, he served as a 
director in the Bank of the United States, and 
took part in the philanthropic labors of the 
American Colonization society in behalf of the 
African race. His ashes have long since been 
mingled with those of his father, brother, and 
wife, all of whom he survived ; but his memory, 
after the lapse of nearly fifty years,is still affec— 
tionately graven upon the hearts of the re- 
maining few who knew him personally, while 
his work still tells, and the example remains 
of what an upright, unselfish, and well-di- 
rected life may do. 
<£2) PRUANCE, WILLIAM CORBIT, was 
> born in Smyrna, April 2nd, 1831. His 
Cw. father,Presley Spruance,was,for twenty 
oY one years a member of the Legislature 
se of the State of Delaware, and for six 
years a Senator of the United States. Wil- 
liam C. Spruance was prepared for College un- 
der the tuition of Rev.Geo.Foote at Port Penn, 
and afterwards at Newark Academy. He en- 
tered Princeton College in January, 1849, and 
graduated there in 1852. His legal studies 
were prosecuted under Chief Justice Comegys, 
Hon. George B. Rodney, and at the Harvard 
Law School, Cambridge, Mass. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar at New Castle. in Nov., 
1855, settled there, and remained until 1871, 
when he removed to Wilmington, and has 
since resided in that city. For about three 
years he was Deputy Attorney General, for 
twelve years attorney for New Castle County, 
and for two years City Solicitor for Wilming- 
ton. In 1876 he was appointed United States 
Attorney for the District of Delaware, and re- 
signed that office in 1880. Mr. Spruance is a 
safe, wise and loyal counselor, and a man of 
sternest integrity and untiring diligence. His 
eminent ability, persistent energy and vigorous 
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methods, have won for him success at the bar, 
and placed him in the front rank of the profes- 
sion to which he is an honor. Trained in the 
Whig School of politics, and firmly opposed to 
human slavery, be joined the Republican party 
at the outbreak of the rebellion, and has since 
been one of its most effective upholders in 
every important campaign. His political at- 
tachments proceed from his deep convictions 
of right and justice, and bravely as he fights 


for his party, he loves his native State and the | 


Nation better, and would prefer defeat of his 
party to its success through unworthy means. 
He was married in 1858 to Maria Louisa, 


eldest daughter of Rev. J. B. Spotswood D. D. 


of New Castle. They have had eight children, 
of whom five are now living : 5 


Presley, John S., 
Atthur W., William C. and Edith. 


i ONES, JOHN, one of the original firm 
" of Pusey & Jones, a well known firm in 
ee the general Machine and Vessel build- 

ed ing business of Wilmington, was born 

a, in Lancashire, England, in 
was brought by his parents, 
to the United States in 1821. His parents 
were Joseph and Sarah Jones, both. of Lanca- 
shire, who first settled after their arrival at 
Cedar Grove, above the city of Philadelphia, 
but removed to Delaware, where Mr. Jones 
followed his trade asamachinist, on the 
Brandywine, three miles above the city. His 
mother died when John was but ten years of 
age, and at seventeen years of age became an 
apprentice to learn the business of his father 
as a machinist, principally in cotton and 
woolen machinery, continuing asan apprentice 
until he arrived at twenty-one years of age. 
He then engaged as journeyman to work for 
the late J. M. Poole, and at the end of three 
years became foreman in his shops, and held 
this position for five years subsequently. In 
1849 Joshua L. Pusey and he formed the firm 
of Pusey & Jones, and began at the location still 
occupied by the Pusey & Jones Co., the busi- 
ness of general machinists. They built addi- 
tions on the present site, and their energy and 
the character of the work done by them soon 
built up a large and successful business. They 
were both practical and well trained machin- 
ists, and took their share, in the beginning of 
their career, inthe labors ofthe shop, with their 
ownhands. Their successisa part of the his- 
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1518, and | 
who immigrated | 


|tory of the city, they having hada large share 
‘in making Wilmington'acity of manufactures. 
}In 1866, Mr. Jones withdrew from the firm, 
cand the Pusey & Jones Company became an 
|incorporated company ; 
| partner, 


Mr. Pusey, his original 
being still in the company. By a 
isecond marriage of his father, he has three 
half brothers, one of whom is a member of the 
well-known firm of Hilles & Jones, of Wil- 
mington. His father, Joseph Jones, died in 
1867. Mr. Jones was a Whig in politics dur- 
ing the existence of that party, and since its 
|organization, has been a Republican. During 
ithe years of 1878-9, he served, for two terms, 


jas a member of the City Council of Wilming- 
ton, and is the owner of real estate in the city, 
to the interests of which he devotes his leisure. 
He was united in marriage, March 4th, 1841, 
to Miss Ann Banning, of the vicinity of Wil- 
mington, and they have had one daughter, 
who died in her sixth year. 





E22 ILPIN, HON. EDWARD WOOD- 
u> WARD, late Chief Justice ot Delaware, 
oresee Son of William and Ann (Dunwoody) 
“oe Gilpin, was born at Wilmington, July 
5 13, 1803, and died at Dover, April 29, 
1876, His boyhood was spent in the family 
of his grandparents, on the Brandywine, in 
attending school in the neighborhood of their 
residence, and in Wilmington. At the age of 
seventeen he obtained the situation of a mer- 
chant’s clerk, which he soon relinquished to 
join his father in Philadelphia, where he was 
placed with Mr. Fennimore, of that city, to 
learn the trade of a tanner and currier. At 
the end of a year, returning with his father to 
Wilmington, he continued his new trade un- 
der Reuben Webb, fora short period, and 
then entered the store of his brother, Josiah, 
where he was employed at the time he began 
the study of law, in the office of John Wales. 
The experience acquired in these different sit- 
uations by young Gilpin was of great value to 
him, in awakening his observations, imparting 
a knowledge of business affairs, and giving to 
his mind a practical direction. He was early 
impressed with the importance of application 
and industry in order to success, and the 
influence of this feeling accompanied him 
through life. Though lacking the advantages 
of what is styled a liberal education, he was 
not deficient in any of those solid qualifica- 
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tions, which are, perhaps, more necessary to” 
insure a successful business or professional ca- 
reer. He was a close and intelligent student, 
never skimming over a book, or allowing the 
driest or most abstruse subjects to dull his ar- 
dor in the pursuit of knowledge. He soon 
exhibited evidence of what, in his judicial life, 
was so apparent, a legal mind, which may be 
described in a word, as the natural or acquired 
aptitude for accurately comprehending, dis- 
criminating and applying legal principles. He 
had always been studiously inclined, and, 
knowing that he would have to rely on his 
own efforts to make his way, neglected no op- 
portunity for improvement, and in preparation 
for the work that was before him. He was of 
a keenly sensitive disposition, proud of his 
personal integrity, and quick to resent any 
imputation on the honesty of his motives. 
This self-pride preserved him from many of 
the follies and indiscretions of youth, and kept 
him in the path of an honorable and manly 
ambition. Admitted to the bar, Oct. 3, 1527, 
he opened an office in his native town, where 
he continued to reside during the rest of his life. 
Industrious and scrupulously attentive to every 
matter entrusted to his management, cautious. 
in counsel, but prompt in executing plans, 
when once matured, he soon became known. 
as a lawyer of rising ability, and it was not 
long before he had gained a lucrative and in-. 
creasing clientage. While at the bar Mr. Gil- 
pin was noted for the careful preparation ofhis 
cases, and his strict attention to every detail of 
business. His advice was sought and depend- 
ed on as that of a sound lawyer, and of a man 
of superior judgment, and of unquestioned in- 
tegrity. For many years he was president of 
the Union (and National) Bank of Delaware, 
a director of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
Baltimore railroad, and also, of the Delaware 
railroad, and in these several capacities ren- 
dered valuable service to the community, 
Without being an ardent partisan, he was intel- 
ligently interested in general and local politics, 
and held positive views on these, as on other. 
subjects, but he was always conservative both 
in opinionand action. The office of Attorney- 
General of the State becoming vacant by the 
expiration of the term of James Rogers, Esq., 
Mr. Gilpin was, onthe 12th of Feb. 1840, ap-. 
pointed by Governor Comegys to succeed 
him ; and so acceptably did he perform the. 
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duties of that responsible office, that at the 
end of five years he was re-appcinted by Gov- 
ernor Stockton fora second term. He was 
an independent and fearless officer, believing 
in the theory that one mode of preventing the 
increase of crime, is by the punishment of the 
criminal, and he had that firmness of will, and 
sterness of purpose, which are essential to an 
efficient public prosecutor. After ten years of 
service as Attorney-General, he retired with 
increased professional reputation, and with the 
commendation of his fellow citizens, who felt 
that the administration of public justice had 
not suffered in his hands. For some years af- 
ter this he applied himself more exclusively to 
private practice, and had begun to withdraw 
from general business when the office of Chief 
Justice of the State became vacant by the res- 
ignation of Judge Harrington, who had been 
appointed Chancellor, The eminent fitness of 


Mr. Gilpin for the position was immediately 


recognized by the members of the bar and by 
the public, and on the 6th day of May, 1857, 
Governor Causey appointed him to the benci. 
A better appointment could not have been 
made. His judicial life extended over a per- 
iod of nearly twenty years, during which time 
he presided over the civil and criminal courts 


_and the court of appeals; and while he may 


have been excelled in some special branch 


_of the law, or in some rare intellectual gift or 


talent, yet in the symmetrical combination of 
all the attributes and qualities, mental and 
moral, that belong to the upright, learned and 
able judge, he was unsurpassed by any of his 
predecessors. He came to the bench in the 
full maturity of his intellect, trained and dis- 
ciplined by the active practice of his profes- 
sion, and with his mind stored with the fruits 


of thirty years of study. Exact and thorough 


in the hearing and disposition of every case that 


_came before him, his charges to the jury, rul- 


ings at Wzsz Prius, and his more elaborate 


opinions in danc, all showed a uniformly con- 


scientious painstaking todo right. The four 
volumes of Houston's Reports contain his 


charges and opinions in every important case, 


that was tried or argued before him, and they 
will be found to embrace the discussion and 
settlement of a large number of legal ques- 
tions involving varied and valuable interests. 
The style and reason 
characteristic. 


of these opinions are 
Judge Gilpin’s mind was prac- 
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He 


tical, not speculative. was no theorist, 


but applied the rule of common sense to every | 
Never partial to| 
legal metaphysics, he would go direct to the | 


subject that he discussed. 


pivotal point of a case, and with a clear ap- 
prehension of the facts, in all their relations, 
apply the law to the only issues to be de- 
cided. He had a remarkable power of lucid 
and methodical statement, and was distin- 
guished for the accuracy and precision with 
which he discussed every question. Though 
positive in his opinion, he was not obstinate, 
and never approached that 
which refuses to rectify an error, when con- 
vinced that one has been committed. He 
would not tolerate evasions or subterfuges, or 
-permit, if it could be prevented, the spirit of 
the law to be perverted by technicalities, 
and yet no one could more adroitly enforce 
a technical rule when the object was to ex- 
tend mercy or secure justice. He died sud- 
denly, of angina pectoris, and the event was 
the occasion of aspontaneous and unniversal 





stubborn pride | 





expression of sorrow and admiration through- | 


out the State...) For: fully. fifty. years) ihe 
had been before the people of Delaware, and 
for the larger portion of them officially con- 
nected with the administration of justice. In 
all this time he had borne himself with such 
constant honesty, faithfulness and ability, as 
to command: the respect and confidence of 
all classes. The present bar of the State of 
Delaware regard his memory with the highest 
veneration for his ability and virtues. Ata 
bar meeting, held shortly after his death, 
one who had been his fellow student spoke 
of him as ‘“‘a gentleman whose conduct had 
always been that of an honorable, upright, 
moral man—a man whose habits and course 
of life commended themselves to every one.” 
To those who knew him intimately, his most 
prominent trait appeared to be a conscien- 
tious sense of duty, and this principle con- 
trolled his thoughts, and governed his acts 
on all occasions. In domestic life, he was 
tenderly affectionate and considerate, dis- 
pensing his bounty with a liberal hand to all 
who depended on him. He was an humble 
believer in the Christian religion, and a mem- 
ber of the church of the New Jerusalem. He 
was married, March 15, 1842, to Miss Elenora 


Adelaide La Mott, whose death preceded his | 
Only one child, a| of 3,300; and renominated and elected in 1870 


own by eighteen months. 
daughter, survived him. 
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(QIGGS, HON. BENJAMIN T., member 
ofr of the Fortieth and Forty-first Congress 
«/4e\ from Delaware, was born in New Castle 








(0G F 
2 county; Oct. 1, 1821. “His father; John 
“* Biggs, was a farmer, born in Cecil 


county, but resided most of his life in Pencader 
hundred, and his mother was Diana Bell, born 


‘in Cecil county, Md. A sketch of the family 


is found in the notice given of W. P. Biggs in 
this volume. He was early an attendant on 
the public schools of his neighborhood, and at 
the age of nineteen, was sent to the New Jer- 
sey Conference Seminary where he continued 
two years, and then taught for other two 
years, when he went to the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity at Middletown, Conn. Upon his return 
home, he engaged in farming, on land owned 
by his father, and continued to reside on the 
estate for twenty years, and follow the culture 
of peaches and growing cereals. This, to him 
congenial employment, he has made the cail- 
ing of his life ; but his early capacity of public 
speaking drew him often into the field of lit- 
erary and public, or patriotic assemblies, and 
finally into public life. In 1846 he was com- 
missioned, by Gov. Wm. Temple, Major of the 
Delaware Regiment, which it was intended to 
raise for service in the Mexican war, in antici- 
pation of a call for troops by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment. In 1852 he was elected on the 
Whig ticket a member of the Constitutional 
Convention, called for the purpose of amend- 
ing the State Constitution. When the Whig 
party ceased to exist and was succeeded by 
the ‘‘ Know Nothings,” he refused to join that 
party, because of its proscriptive character. 
In 1854 he acted with the Democratic party, 
finding that his former party affiliations could 
not lead him to countenance the doctrines of 
the so called American party, and he has 
since been closely identified with the history 
of the Democratic party in the State, and has 
taken his share of work ineach campaign asa 
public speaker. In 1860 was nominated for 
Representative in Congress on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, but defeated by Geo. P. Fisher, 
by 247 votes. In1867he was elected adirector 
of the Queen Annes and Kent R.R., and in 
1874, was made its President, which position 
he still occupies. In 1868 he was again nom- 
inated for Congress, and elected by a majority 


by a majority of 2,525, thus serving for two 
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consecutive terms. He left his farm in 1877] times; and by his good taste adding greatly 
and removed to Middletown, to the handsome | to the appearance of the property. Although 
residence which he had erected as a home in ha Federalist in politics, and therefore strongly 
that town. Major Biggs was married, May | opposed to the war with Great Britain, he yet 
18, 1853, to Miss Mary S. Beekman, of New (felt it his duty as a citizen to aid his country 
Jersey. Five children have been born tothem, | in the struggle, and he enrolled himself among 
of whom three survive : John, who is a gradu- the State’s troops, becoming in due time a Ma- 
ate of Princeton, studied law with Victor jor, and ultimately Lieutenant Colonel. As Ma- 


DuPont, admitted to the bar, Nov, 1879, and | jor he hada command at Lewes while the frig- 


settled in Wilmington ; Jennie, a graduate of! 
Wesleyan Female College, in the class of | 


1876, and Willard Biggs. 


oD” 


ae OMEGYS,GOVERNORCORNELIUS 






aw’ Kent county, of that State, Jan. 15 
tho i ‘ 
bats 1780. His father was Cornelius Com- 
© egys, and his mother was of the Par- 
sons family and named Hannah. At an early 
age he was placed as aclerkin the counting 
house of the Messrs. Hollingsworth, of Balti- 
more, where he displayed such excellent 
gualities that, at the age of nineteen, he was 
sent by them in one of their West India tra- 
ders, to the island of St. Bartholomew, as su- 
percergo. His counting house training quali- 
fied him especially for the discharge of the du— 
ties of two of the offices, one private and the 
other public, which he afterwards held. Soon 


after he attained his majority, he came to the | 


State of Delaware to reside permanently, and 


shortly married Anne Blackiston, daughter of | 


Benjamin Blackiston, of Duck Creek hundred 
in Kent, and became a farmer upon her father’s 
mansion farm (still in the Blackiston family) 
the property of her brother William. After a 
marriage of about a year, his wife died leaving 
him with a daughter who survived her mother 
only a few days. He married a second time 
on Feb. 16, 1804, his wife being Ruhamah 
Marim, the eldest daughter of John and Han- 
nah (Stevens) Marim, of Little Creek Neck in 
the last named county. Her age at that time 
was seventeen. That year he continued to re- 
side on the Blackiston land ; but at the close 
of it he removed to Cherbourg, the family seat 
of the Marims, four miles east of Dover, Soon 
after his removal, he and his wife became the 
owners, severally, of separate parcels, and al- 
together of the whole estate which contained 
about three hundred and seventy six acres. 
He continued here for thirteen years working 
his land intelligently and profitably, for those 


++ P., was born of Maryland parents, in | 
/purchase grain, and 


}in 1815. 


ate Potctiers lay in the roads and harassed 
the bay-side with her armed barges ; and was 
encamped with troops in Little Creek Neck, 
near his home, when peace was proclaimed 
At the close of the war he be- 
came an agent for Brandywine millers to 
was tempted to risk 
his own means by the extraordinary wheat 
prices of 1816, and suffered loss thereby from 
which his finances never entirely recovered. 
About this period, also, he became engaged, 
for a short time, in mercantile business, and 
was part owner of vessels trading to Philadel- 


went on, and he had a large stock, and alsoa 





working family of bond and free. His engag- 
ing manners and agreeable address, together 
with his then ample means and known qualifi- 
cation for business, drew attention to him 
from men of influence and wealth in other 
parts of the county. Accordingly he was 
elected a director of the Commercial Bank of 
| Delaware, which transacted its principal busi- 
ness at Smyrna. Being a person of ardent 
temperament and strong convictions,he natur- 
| ally became very much attached to his party, 
and, therefore, a politician, but never, on that 
account, experienced any abatement of per- 
‘sonal friendship for his opponents. At the 
annual election of 18i1, he was chosen a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, and at 
the ensuing session of January, he was elected 
Speaker of that body. He was re-elected in 
each of the four succeeding years and made 
Speaker at every session. Before the session 
of 1816, the dower of widows was subject to 
to their husband’s debts, whenever con- 
tracted ; but the Legislature convened at that 
time passed the act which made dower par- 
amount to debts contracted after the inter- 
marriage, and his vote decided the question. 
He frequently spoke of this vote, which he re- 





| garded as one of the most important acts of 
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his whole life. The brilliant achievement of} January, 1818, he was elected cashier of the 
Captain Jacob Jones in the battle between | principal bank at Dover, which he filled with 
his vessel, the Wasp, and the British ship; great credit to himself, until the January meet- 
the Frolic, drew from the Legislature of|ing in 1829, when he was removed on account 
1813, a joint resolution of admiration and | of his politics. The previous campaign (the 
thanks, with a provision for the presentation}|Jackson and Adams contest) 
to him ofa piece of plate of the value of five}in Delaware, as eisewhere, 

hundred dollars, to commemorate the victory. |sity of bitterness, and spirit of proscription, 
A committee of three was appointed by that | theretofore unknown in party warfare. He shared 
body to carry the resolutions into effect. Wil- {the views of all the Adams men, that Jackson’s 
liam Hill Wells, of Sussex, George Read, Jr.,|election would be an enormous evil by the 
of New Castle, and Cornelius P. Comegys, of} elevation of a military man to the chief magis- 
Kent, were appointed that committee, and/|tracy ; and distinguished himself, in opposi- 
discharged their trust as soon as the exi-|tion, by all the zeal and activity in which his 
gencies of the service brought the distin- | ardent nature prompted. 


was marked 
by an inten- 





His party’s defeat 


guished officer within their reach. Afterwards 
when the great victory of McDonough over 
the British fleet on Lake Champlain, had filled 
the nation with transports of exultation, and 
shed unfading lustre upon the escutcheon of 
his dear little State, the Legislature, at the 


was very severe to him; but the blow that fell 
upon him and deprived him of an important 
source of support and means for the education 
of his large young family, well nigh crushed 
him. It was so unexpected as to be at first 
stunning ; but his fine health, and the almost 


session of 1815, passed resolutions to express | universal sense of the injustice done him, ex- 


their gratification at the event, and chose a| 


committee to present him with a piece of 
plate in honor of his heroism, and request that 
he sit for his portrait to adorn the Senate 
chamber: the same resolutions also directed 
the committee to procure a portrait of Jones, 
to be hung on the walls of the House. Cesar 
A. Rodney, of New Castle, Jesse Green, of 
Sussex, and Cornelius P. Comegys, were ap- 
pointed that committee. This -trust they 
faithfully discharged, and the paintings were 
executed by the famous Sully,—McDonough 
being represented as at the moment of his or- 
der for CLOSE ACTION. A further honor. One of 
the bravest officers in the war, which immor- 
talized Jones and McDonough, was Colonel 
James Gibson, who fell gallantly fighting, at 
the sortie of Fort Erie. The Legislature, not 
forgetting his bravery, and to render a proper 
tribute to his memory, passed resolutions 
of the usual nature, and appointed a commit- 
tee to carry a copy of them to the widow of 
the deceased, and to have painted a portrait 
of the hero to ornament the Senate Chamber. 
Cornelius P. Comegys was one of that com- 
mittee ; his associates being John M. Clay- 
ton and Judge Peter Robinson. The duty 
imposed was duly performed, and the portrait 
hangs in the State House. At the annual 
meeting of the General Board of Directors of 
the Farmers’ Bank, on the first Tuesday of 








pressed warmly by political adversaries as well 
as friends (for he had no enemies ot a personal 
kind) enabled him to recover from it and de- 
vote himself to his old pursuit. He removed 
at once back to Cherbourg, after such a leave 
taking by citizens of Dover of every rank, who 
waited upon him on the evening before his de- 
parture, as no man had experienced before. 
The legislature being in session at this time, 
he was chosen one of the State Directors of the 
Bank ; and in afew days after he had been 
thrust from the cashiership, he took his seat at 
the Board alongside of those who had pro- 
scribed him. Not all his political opponents 
however had voted for his removal. At the 
next legislative session he sat as a member 
of the House, having been elected the previous 
year ; and during the session he was elected 
State Treasurer—an office which he had held 
by three legislative appointments in the years 
1820, 1821 and 1822. He wasre-elected at the 
sessions of 1830, 1831, 1832 and 1833. It is 
needless to say that he filled the office with 
integrity and fidelity. So strong was public 
sentiment in his party, that he should be fur- 
ther compensated for the great wrong it was 
conceived had been done him by the directors 
of the bank, that his name was brought for- 
ward as a candidate for Governor, in the year 
1832, for the first quadrennial term. The 
nomination, however, was given by the con- 
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vention to Dr. Arnold Naudain, and the Whigs | 


lost the election—the old Revolutionary 
dier, Major Caleb P. Bennett being his Demo- 
cratic opponent. Being the real choice of the 


sol- | 


people for the nomination, it was hoped by the. 
other side that he and his friends would give, 


only a lukewarm support to the nominee ; but | 
in this they were disappointed, for he and they | 
exerted themselves, vigorously, in behalf of| 
| house, on the 27th day 


their party candidate. When four years rolled 
round, he was, virtually, the only one thought 
of for the nomination, which hereceived. His 
opponent, Nehemiah Clarke, of Kent, also, 
was a gentleman of great popularity,naturally 
—being affable, amiable, and good hearted in 
an uncommon degree. The result of the elec- 
tion was the choice of the Whig candidate by 
a most unexpected majority. As with respect 
to the other offices, the duties of that of Gov- 
ernor were faithfully and conscientiously dis- 
charged. In his Inaugural message, delivered 
on the 17th of January, 1837, he recommended 
to the favor of the Legislature the following 
measures : 
and support of Newark College, enterprises 
for public improvement, agriculture, abol- 
ishment of imprisonment for debt, of the 
whipping post and pillory, and of the sale of 
persons for fines, costs and prison fees. In his 
annual message to the Legislature, delivered 
on the Ist of January, 1839, he renewed his 
recommendation with respect to free school 
education, and the College ; also, imprison- 
ment for debt, with a suggestion of a peniten- 
tiary system. His last message,that ofJan.,1841, 
urged education and the free school system, 
again, upon the Legislature ; reform of the 
criminal code and a penitentiary system ; in- 
creased aid for.the poor ; and abolishment of 
imprisonment for debt. One thing is certain, 
that the man who made those recommenda- 
tions, while not in the least a visionary, as his 
whole life showed, yet felt and recognized the 
impulse of the current of enlightened thought 
then just beginning to flow under the hitherto 
suppressed influence of christianity, and gave 
expression to his sentiments, at the expense 
of loss of some former friends, whose views did 
not accord with his own. It required a great 
amount of moral courage at that day to 
recommend the repeal of long established 
penal laws. The close of the official term 
of the subject of this sketch was the end 


The encouragement of fice schools, 








of his official life ; henceforth he pursued, at 
Cherbourg, the of a farmer. until 
tinancial embarrassments that he 
should surrender all to his creditors. After 
this calamity assailed him, (against which none 
of his children were then able to interpose,) he 
retired entirely to private life, losing his faith- 
ful partner on the 20th day of September, 1848, 
, himself, in Dover, in his daughter’s 
of January, 1861,—sev- 
enty-one years old. The Legislature being 
then in session, appropriate resolutions were 
passed by both Houses, the members of which 
attended the funeral ina body. It was impos- 
sible to know Governor Comegys and not 
feel» a warm. attachment for him. . His 
manners, and ail his intercourse and con- 
duct were those of a perfect gentleman ; 
and his social disposition, benignity of tem- 
per, liberality of heart profuse hospitality, 
charitableness for all faults, and unselfishness 
to the extent of real sacrifice, made him the 
most popular man of his day. The cry of 
failed to his active 
sympathies, his ample benevolence; and 
where money could relieve, he freely offered 
it when it was in his power to do so. When 
the hand of death fell upon him, it smote one of 
nature's noblemen ; and he passed from earth 
respected, nay, beloved, by all who knew him, 
leaving to his posterity a character without a 
stain. A large family of children survived 
him—eight of the twelve his wife bore him— 
all of which survivors are living, except the 
eldest son, William, viz: Sally Ann, the 
widow of the Hon. Henry M. Ridgely, Wil- 
liam, Joseph P., Chief Justice. of Delaware ; 
Cornelius, George, M. D., Cincinnati, O.; Ben- 
jamin, President of The National Bank of 
Philadelphia ; Mary Elizabeth, the widow of 
Dr. Benjamin F. Chatham, Maria, and John. 
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pe RAY, ANDREW, A. M., Planter and 
Legislator, was born in Kent county, 
oe in December, 1771, and in early life 
“él graduated from the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Endowed with natural abil- 
ities of a high order, and the possessor of a 
large landed estate, his abundant means 
enabled him to spend his life in the culture of 
his literary tastes, and to give that time and 
thought to the welfare of his country, and to 
his duties as a patriot and acitizen, which he 
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felt was required of him. He was the author 
of many elaborate treatises on the most pro- | 
found questions of government and political 
economy, which taxed the powers of states- 


men and scholars in the early days of the Re- | 


public, and no one was more deeply interested 
in the growth and prosperity of the country, 
or maintained, with greater vigor, the neces- 
sity of protecting, by sufficient tariffs, our in- 
fant, stru 


labor products of the Old World. He was a/! 


constant contributor to the public press, and 
many volumes in manuscript are still pre- 
served as mementoes of his studious habits and | 
high attainments. For many years he repre- 
sented his county both in the Senate and 
House of Representatives, and was a leading 
member in each. He was one of the founders, 


egling industries againt the cheap | 


DELAWARE. 


| Phia. Returning to Sussex, he taught school 
‘from 1839 to 1846, and occasionally assisted as 
clerk in the stores of the vicinity. In 1846 he 
.engaged in mercantile business for himself, 
and opened a general store at Millsborough, 
where he continued until 1852, when he was 
appointed County Treasurer, which office he 
held for four years. In 1836 he was elected 
| Sheriff of the county, and filled that office for 
the constitutional term. In 1873 he was elected 
State Senator from Sussex, and during the - 
| Second term was Speaker of that body, dis- 
| charging his duties with efficiency and great 
‘popularity. About 1860, he became inter- 
lested in and connected with the Junction 
and Breakwater railroad, and was an active 
and efficient member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of that Company until the road was 


and, for a large part of his life, a trustee of |completed. He also was active in procuring 


Delaware College. He was married, in Feb., 
1801, to Miss Rebecca Rodgers, of Maryland. 
A sketch of his son, Andrew C. Gray, will be 
found on page 224. Mr. Gray lived to a good | 
oid age, ciosing his nobie and worthy iiie in | 
Wilmington, Jan. I9, 1849. 

<4 ieee ee CHARLES ”C:s Retired 
Merchant, ex-Sheriff, and @oyernee: 
elect of Delaware, was born, Nov. 6, 
1819, in Sussex county, where he has 
resided all his life. His father, Jehu 
Stockley, was a native of the same county, 
and one of its most popular, prominent and 
influential citizens. He held several public 
offices, and discharged the duties attending 
them with great credit to himself and satisfac- 
torily tothe people. He died in August, 1830, 
at the age of forty-three years. The mother 
of Governor Stockley, previous to her marriage, 
was Hannah Rodney Kollock, whose mother 
was a sister of Daniel, Caleb and John Rod- 
ney, who were prominent and influential citi- 
zens of the State. Daniel was elected Gov- 
ernor, and Caleb became the acting Governor 
by the death of Governor John Collins, he 
being, at that time, Speaker of the State Sen- 
ate. Mrs. Stockley died in 1856, in the sixty- 
sixth year of her age. Charles C. Stockley 
received his education in Sussex, and ata 
private or select school in Philadelphia, chiefly 
after the death of his father. He began his 
business life as a clerk in Georgetown, and 
afterward in the same capacity in Philadel- 





‘the charter for the Frankford and Breakwater 
‘and Worcester Railroad Companies, which are 
important links in the chain connecting the 
Frankford and Es ang ue Warcestet 





After his nomination for eueiiee he seveund 
his connection with these roads,except the Wor- 
cester road, in which he is yet a stockholder and 
director,having been President of the Frankford 
and Breakwater railroad for several years 
before his nomination. He is President of the 
Farmers’ Bank of the State of Delaware at 
Georgetown, which position he has held for 
several years. Mr. Stockley has always been 
a strong friend and advocate for public schools 
and has done a great deal for their promotion 
in the State. He is very kind and benevolent, 
has a strong mind, is remarkable for quickness 
of perception, and generally correct in his con- 
clusions in reference to all business matters, 
and honest and honorable in all his transac- 
tions, public and private. He is true to his 
friends, and incapable of ingratitude. He was 
nominated for Governor by the Democratic 
party, Aug. 22, 1882, and was successfully 
/elected. He never sought the nomination, 
nor did he make any effort to obtain it, leav- 
ing it to the people, or his party, to make the 
selection which might be considered the best 
one for the public interest. Of that he did 
not presume to judge ; the vote he received, 
and his administration yet to be seen, will, it 
is confidently believed, show the wisdom of 
the selection. He was united in marriage, in 


—— 
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1859, to Miss Ellen W., daughter of James An-j which recognized the independence of the 


derson, a highly respected citizen of Sussex 
county, who was, for many years, president 
and afterwards cashier of the Farmers’ Bank at 
Georgetown. 
volume. 
child, a daughter, Hannah Stockley. 





COS uPONT DENEMOURS, PIERRE! 


oft SAMUEL, F.conomist and Statesman, 
(bd founder of the well-known Delaware 

wnt family of that name, born in Paris, 

CP Dec. 14, 1739, died near Wilmington, 
Aug. 6, 1817. Two pamphlets on the finances, 
published at the age of twenty-three, gained 
him the acquaintance and regard of the cele- 
brated Quesnay. Of all the economists, 
DuPont did most to give currency to the doc- 
trines of the school. His work, De Vexportation 
et de limportation des grains, (1764), caused 
Turgot to seek his acquaintance, and they be- 
came intimate friends. During the next eight 
years DuPont published, among other books, 
Phystocratie, an anaiysis of Quesnay’s system, 
(1768,) and Le commerce dela campagnie des 
Indes, (1769); he also edited the Fournal de 
Pagriculture, du commerce et des finances, and 
from 1768, the Ephéemeérides du Cttoyen, the 
organ of the school. Upon the suppression of 
the latter in 1772, DuPont, who had received 
various titles and decorations from foreign 
princes, was invited to Poland by King Stan- 
islas Augustus, and made secretary of the 
council of public education, and governor of 
his nephew, Prince Adam Czartoryski. When 
Turgot became comptroller general, (1774), 
DuPont was recalled to France, and took part 
in all the reform measures of that minister, 
particularly in financial matters, most of the 
principles upon which the French treasury is 
now conducted being derived from the meas- 
ures which DuPont attempted to carry out at 
that time. Healso prepared the scheme for 
provincial administration recommended to the 
King by Turgot. Upon Turgot’s disgrace, 
(1776), DuPont was banished from Paris, and 
busied himself with agricultural and literary 
pursuits, reappearing in print with a transla- 
tion of a part of Ariosto’s Orlando furioso, 
(1781), and after Turgot’s death witha memoir 
of his friend (1782). Recalled to public life by 
Vergennes, he negotiated wlth the English 


His sketch will be found in this) 
Mr. and Mrs. Stockley have but one, 


| treaty of 1786, with Great Britian. 


| 








the commercial 
For these 


United States, and later 


| services he was made Councillor of State and 


Inspector General of Agriculture and Com- 
merce. In 1787, he was Secretary of the As- 
sembly of Notables, and instigated and drew up 
the famous memorial upon abuses, which Ca- 
lonne laid before it. On the fall of this min- 
ister, the personal interference of Louis XVI, 
saved him from another banishment. Member 


| of the States General from Nemours, in 1789, 


and later, of the Constituent Assembly, of 
which he was twice president, he wasa stead- 
fast advocate of constitntional monarchy, and 
opposed the extreme revolutionists. For his 
Opposition to the issue of assignats he was 
mobbed on leaving the Assembly, and his life 
was, with difficulty, saved by the national 
guard. Upon the dissolution of the Constit- 
uent Assembly, he exered himself to resist 
the excesses of the revolution, but was marked 
for destruction after Aug. 10, 1792, when he 
went, armed, to the palace with his son, to 
defend the King. He succeeded in escaping 
to the country after being hidden in the ob- 
servatory for several weeks by the astronomer 
Lalande, and while in concealment, wrote his 
Philosophie de Vunivers. Finally arrested 
and imprisoned in La Force, the death of Ro- 
bespierre saved him from the guillotine. As 
soon as he was liberated he renewed his strug- 
gle against the Jacobins, and helped to organize 
the unsuccessful revolt of the sections. He 
was elected member of the Council of 
Ancients from Loiret, and became presi- 
dent of the council on the success of the 
reactionary party in the elections of 1797. 
When the Republicans broke up the coun- 
cils with Augereau’s troops, DuPont’s house 
and property were destroyed by the mob, 
and he narrowly escaped _ transportation 
to Cayenne. In 1799 he emigrated with his 
family to America, where he was received with 
much consideration. Returning to France in 
1802, he declined the various appointments 
which Napoleon offered him, but as a friend of 
both countries was instrumental in bringing 
about the treaty of 1803, by which Louisiana 
was sold to the United States. During the 
empire he published a work on the bank of 
France (1806), and Afemotres sur differents su- 


envoy, Dr. James Hutton, the treaty of 1782, | sees a’histotre naturelle (1807), and wrote many 


JO 





papers for the institute of France and other! 
learned societies of which he was a member. | 
His plan of national education for the United | 
States, prepared at the request of Jefferson, 
and published in 1812, though not carried out 
in the country for which it was intended, has | 
been partly adopted in France. Upou the fall | 
of Napoleon (1814), DuPont was secretary of 
the provincial government, and at the res-| 
toration became councillor of State. On Na- 
poleon’s return from Elba he rejoined his sons 
in America, 
ward. In addition to numerous pamphlets on 
financial and political subjects, DuPont also 
published De lorigine et des progrés dune 
science nouvelle (1767); De ladmintistration 
des chemins (1767); Objections et responses sur 
le commerce des grains et des farines (1796); 
Observation sur les effets de la liberté du com- 
merce des grains (1770); Table synoptique des 
_principes de Veconomie politeque (1775); Ldées 
sur les secours & donner aux pauvres malades 
dans une grande ville (1786) ; Notice sur la ite 
de M. Potvre (1750) 5 Analyse hetstor ig ue de la 
legislation des grains depuis 1692 (1789). 





where he died two years after- 





eas ICH TENSTEIN, MAXIMILIAN L., 
ig Merchant and Ex-President of the City 
? Council! of Wilmington, was born at 
3) Bath Homburg, near Frankfort on the 
Main, Germany, Oct. 11, 1829. He was 
the youngest of the six children of Liebmann 
and Amalia (Silz) Lichtenstein, who were 
married at the respective ages of 22 and 20 
years. Liebmann Lichtenstein lived to the 
age of 70 years, but his wife died when her 
son, Maximilian was only two years old. At 
two anda half he was afflicted with a white 
swelling and was unable to walk for a number 
of years. He learned to do so, finally, with 
the aid of crutches, having for a long time 
previously crept to school on his hands and 
feet; but his mind was active and he found 
abundant compensation in intellectual pleas- 
ures, reading every book that came in his 
‘way. His early education was obtained at 
the public school. At fifteen he graduated 
from the Seminary, passing the examination 
required before commencing toteach. At the 
age of fourteen, while at school, he made 
translations into Gerrean of the Vicar of 
Wakefield and the Telemaque by Fenelon. 
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Teaching in connection with his studies till he 
became the tutor of the 
three sons of the Russian Prince, Wassilchikoff, 


was seventeen, he 


; whe, for two years, resided in Bath Homburg 
jto enjoy the benefit of its mineral springs. 


When the family of the Prince returned to 
Russia he came to the United States, arriving 
in New York in 1849, and was acierk for six 
years in the importing house of Van Blanken- 
stein. Ih 1855 he removed to Wilmington 
where he established himself in business, be- 
ginning on a small scale, but enlarging as 
prosperity attended him, till his is now one of 
the first dry goods houses in the State. His 
success has been the result of untiring energy, 
industry and careful attention to his affairs. 
He has always taken a deep interest in public 
matters. In 1864 he filled a vacancy in the 
Board of Education, and in 1865, and also in 
1867, was elected to the same body by the 
Seventh Ward. In 1869, he was elected a 
member of the City Council, in which body he 
served till 1879; six years on the floor, and 
The President of the 
Council is elected. by the whole city, and 
although Mr. Lichtenstein is a Republican, he 
was continuously elected, notwithstanding the 
city, after 1875, gave heavy Democratic ma- 
jorities. While President he took the floor only 
four times to speak on certain points that he 
wished to carry, and each time was successful. 
Also during the whole four years, only one ap- 
peal from his decision was sustained by the 
Council. Such was his popularity that during 
all those years, in the nomination for any office, 
he never had a competitor in his own party. In 
13864 he was elected one of the managers of 
the Artizan Savings bank and still holds that 
position. He has been Secretary of five 
Building and Loan Associations, two of which 
have been very successfully run out, and since 
its organization, in 1877, has been President 
of the German American Society of Wilming- 
ton. Among his other accomplishments the 
cultivation of music has been prominent, at- 
taining in it no ordinary degree of excellence. 
On coming to Wilmington, in 1855, he con- 
nected himself with the choir of the Hanover 
street Presbyterian church, of which he has 
been the Jeader for the last twenty-five years. 
For over ten years he had charge of the 
vocal department at Wesleyan College, and 
not once in that time was he absent or 
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late ; promptness and regularity 


ing all his appointments being among 


marked characteristics. He was married, March | been ectively engaged in business. 


29, 1859, to Miss Sarah 
Wilmington, a member of the 
Friends, on which occasion the choir, above 
mentioned, presented them with a handsome, 
illustrated quarto bible, and the church gave 
him a solid silver tea set, very costly and 
elegant. Seven children were born to them ; 
Amy, Harry, Lillie, Clara, Nellie, Gertrude 
and Robert. Harry, a lovely boy, died, Jan. 
21, 1869, at the age of seven years and three 
months; Clara and Robert died in infancy, 
and Aug. 24, 1875, Mr. Lichtenstein lost his 
amiable and devoted wife. He is somewhat 
lame from the effects of his affliction in early 
childhood, but is a gentleman of fine appear- 
ance and pleasing address. His integrity and 
purity of character in every business transac- 
tion, and in the responsible offices he has held, 


has never been questioned, and there is noth- 


ing of which he is more justly proud than his 
honorable record. 


Comce ARTIN, JAMES, Sheriff of New Cas- 
ve 4 tle county, was born in Christiana hun- 
Si dred, Oct. 25, 1815. His parents were 
O*9 William and Fanny (Little) Martin. 
Sf William Martin was born in Ireland, 
and came to this country at the close of 
the last century, landing in New Castle, 
and remaining in Wilmington a year. He 
then became a superintendent for E. I. Du- 
Pont, on one of his farms, devoted to sheep 
raising, which continued about sixteen years, 
after which he rented a tarm for over thirty 
years. Having purchased the farm at Mt. 
Cuba, he removed to it, where he spent the 
rest of his life. He died in 1852, in his 79th 
year. His wife died in 1862, aged 89 years. 
Of their nine children, five still survive: Jos- 
eph, a sea captain, Irene, John, James and 
Fanny. Mr. Martin was brought up on the 
farm, and received a good common school 
and business education at the old Hen- 
drick School house, at Du Pont Station. 
At twenty-three years of age he married 
Elizabeth Margaret, daughter of Benjamin 
Chandler, built a house on his father’s farm, 
where he resided and took care of his parents 





Pierson Graves of | 
Society of | 
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‘wholesale. 


| party. 


in meet- |property being sold and divided, Mr. Martin 
his |}removed to Wilmington, 


has since 

For. ten 
and since that time 
he has dealt quite largely in cattle, retail and 
In this he proved himself an hon- 
est and substantial business man, but has not 
accumulated a fortune. He was originally an 
old line Whig, was a staunch Union man, and 
although, past the age requiring military duty, 
enlisted in the Union army, and spent the first 
part of the warin the field, fighting for the old 
flag. Since the war, he has taken a deep in- 
terest in politics, and beena faithful and influ- 
ential worker for the success of the Republican 
In 1857 he was collector for Christiana 
hundred. In 1882 he was, by a general vote 
of the Republicans of New Castle county, 
chosen by a large majority as their candidate 
for sheriff, and Nov. 7th, was elected to that 


where he 


years he was a butcher, 


office, the duties of which he has just entered 


upon. That he will make a faithful’and consci- 
entious officer, is believed by all who know 
him, and his great popularity is shown by the 
fact, that he was the only Republican candi- 
date on the ticket that was elected, in fact, 
the only member of the party throughout the 
State, elected to any office. Of his eight 
children, five are living. His three sons, Ben- 
jamin C., Joseph E., and E. I. Martin, were in 
the Union army, and all proved brave soldiers. 
Benjamin C., served one year, and died of fev- 
er, while a member of the first Ohio Artillery, 


at Pittsburg landing, April 18, 1862. The 
other two faithfully served three years, and 
are now in business in Wilmington. Two 


other sons, William C.,and James V., and one 
daughter, Elizabeth, are living in Wilmington. 
SOF AD, ott GEORGE WILLIAM, 
ace M. D., of Milford, was born in George- 
les ~” town, Aug, 31, 1854, son of Dr. Wil- 
of oP liam Marshall, whose sketch has been 
oe given. He waseducated at the George- 
town academy and at the Milford Colleg- 
iate Institution at Milford, and in 1874 gradu- 
ated A. B. from Delaware college. He then 
took a full course at Jefferson Medical college, 
Philadelphia, graduating M. D. in 1876. Re- 
turning to Milford he at once commenced 
the practice of his profession, in which — his 





in their declining years, his brothers all having | ability and inherited gifts were soon apparent. 


left home. 


After the death of his mother, the | Though so short a time has elapsed since his 
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graduation and settlement in life, he has won 
avery considerable reputation, and the high 
regards of his professional brethren and of the 
community. Dr. Marshall is the proprietor of 
a drug store in Milford. He is one of the 
most active members of the State Medical So- 
ciety, of which he is secretary, as well as a 
valued contributor to various medical journals. 


He takes adeep interest in everything that. 


pertains to the welfare and prosperity of the 
r 


town and State; secretary of the Board of, 
schools of | 


Education for the consolidated 
Milford, a trustee of the Presbyterian church, 
and very active in the public and social affairs 
of the town. In politics he is a Republican, 
and an active and influential worker for the 
success of his party. He organized the 
bert Guards,” 


the rank of Major. 


in 1878 to Miss Mary L., daughter of Andrew | 
and Rosa (Matthewson) Donnell, of Newark ; 
William, |is the founder of 


their children are Andrew Donnell, 
and an infant son. 





Up 





born in Appoquinimink hundred, Dec. | 
3, 1839. A sketch of his father, Sam- 
uel Townsend, has been given. He 
‘attended the common schools of his native 
place, and at sixteen became a student in the 
academy at New Castle, for about a year, 
and fora time in one of the best schools in 
Wilmington. He remained with and assisted 
his father till he attained his majority, when 
he established himself in the fruit trade in 
Philadelphia,but remained only one year,when, 
believing New York to bea better place for 
the business, he removed it to that city and 
connected himself with the house of Garom, 
Vermilyea & Co., fruit commission merchants, 
during the summer season. He also conduct- 
ed a mercantile interest at Townsend, till 


gregated over 100,000 baskets, 
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John Townsend, containing 
hundred of which are in peaches. It is one of 
the best farms in that hundred, finely located 
and improved, and is under a high state of 
cultivation, Mr. Townsend being one of the 
practical and successful agriculturists 
and fruit growers in the county. For over 
twenty years he superintended the sales of his 
father’s large fruit interest, which in 1866 ag- 
and to his sa- 
gacity and business ability, his father’s pros- 
perity was largely due. He is a Democrat in 
politics, and takes an active interest in public 


172.acres, one 


most 


‘affairs, but has never allowed his name to be 
used for official position, though twice he was 


“Tor- | 
a military organization under | 
the State laws, of which he is surgeon with | man. 
Dr. Marshall was married | Gov. John W. Hall, with the rank of Colonel. 


| 
| 
| 


eX OWNSEND, COL. RICHARD, Farm- | 
(i erand Fruit Grower, of Townsend, was es T. Carter, of Philadelphia. 


urged to accept the nomination for the legis- 
lature on the temperance ticket, having been 
very prominent in his section as a temperance 
Hie isa member of the official staff of 


He united in 1867 with the M. E. church, in 
which he has held every official position, and 
that church at Townsend, 
and a trustee of the Wilmington Conference 
Academy at Dover. Mr. Townsend was mar- 
ried in 1863, to Miss Sallie A., daughter of 
They have 
four children: James Carter, a member of 
the M. E. church since the age of twelve, 
Frederick, Henrietta, and Richard, who was 
born, Jan. 22, 1880. 


ster RROW, JAMES, Merchant of Wil- 


vh AY ogton, was born in County Down 
UV ireland, Febsiv2z4, 1819: )sHis sider 


OF S/ brother, William, having come to the 

<<9e United States in 1832, he followed him 
three years later, and was in his store until 
placed with the late Dell Noblitt as an 
apprentice to learn the cabinet making busi- 
ness. He had enjoyed ordinary educational 
advantages in his own country, and, from the 
time of his arrival in Wilmington, continued 


to study in the intervals of his other occupa- 


1868, when he engaged in farming on one of|tions, attending the academy of Rev. Samuel 


his father’s farms, in Appoquinimink hundred, 
known as the Hall farm, and was largely and 
successfully engaged in peach growing. This 
he continued for six years, when, on account 
of increasing business in New York, he relin- 
quished farming for four years. In i876 he 


M. Bayley. The time specified in his inden- 
tures having expired he engaged, in 1840, in 
cabinet making on his own account, but relin- 


| quished it in 1844 and entered the grocery 


business on the same site he now occupies. 
Here, for more than forty years, he has pursued 


bought the farm on which he now resides, and |a career of quiet and uninterrupted prosperity, 
which was the property of his uncle, the late Jand his business has gradually grown from 


& 
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limited proportions to its present status. As 
his sons have grown up they have been given 
places in the business, and in 1873, the eldest, 
William E. Morrow, was admitted to a part- 
nership under the firm name of James Morrow 
and Son. The building they occupy, 
four stories in height, extends through the 
whole square from Market street to Shipley, 
and was built and arranged with 
reference to the requirements of their business 
and the accommodation of their large trade. 


now 


special 


Mr. Morrow has, since 1869, been President of 


the Wilmington Mills Manufacturing Company, 
and for many years a director of the National 
Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine. He is 
a ruling elder in West Presbyterian church, 
and was married, in 1847, to Miss Bethia 
Ferris, daughter of William D. Eves of New 
London, Chester county, Pa. Their children 
are William E. Morrow, already mentioned 
and is now married; R. D. Morrow; James C. 


Morrow, of the Wilmington Mills Manufactur- | 


ing Company, jute works ; and Lewis B. Mor- 
row, who, as also his two eldest brothers, is in 
partnership with his father, 

RTE RES? WERE G:, “Mawyer, 
ex-Prothonotary of the Superior Court 
7. in and for New Castle county, member 
of the 35th and 36th Congress, and 
Mayor of the city of Wilmington, from 
1875 to 1878, was born near Newark, Aug. 7, 
1819. His parents, Henry and Catherine 
Whiteley, were both from Maryland, his father 
from Caroline county, and his mother from 
Dorchester. 












1841. 
Delaware College, and at Princeton, gradua- 
ting from the latterin the class of 1838. The 
same year he commenced the study of law in 
the office of the Hon. James A. Bayard, and 
in 1841 was admitted to the bar. He prac- 
ticed his profession in Wilmington, till the 
winter of 1852 when he was appointed Pro- 
thonotary which necessitated his removal to 
New Castle. In 1856,a few months before his 
term of office as Prothonotary expired, he was 
nominated by the Democratic party of the 
State as their candidate for Congress and was 
elected. Two years later he was again elected, 
his second term expiring March 4, 1861. He 


His father was Collector of Cus- | 
toms for the Delaware District from 1829 to| 
William G. Whiteley was educated at | 





after the war to Wilmington, where he has 
since followed his profession. Mr. Whiteley 
is very active in politics and a leading member 
of the Democratic party ; he is an able speaker 
and lawyer, and one of the most prominent 
members of the bar in Delaware. He was 
married, June 13, 1844, to Miss Nancy P. 
daughter of the late Dr. William Elmer, o 
Bridgeton, N. J., and Margaret P. Elmer, his 
wife. The two elder children, Mary Elmer 
and Elizabeth Eugenia, are deceased ; those 
remaining-are Margaret Potter, wife of Lewis 


P. Bush, Jr ; Henry, William and Charles E. 


| E. Whiteley. 


6 


Sa OOD, JOHN, late a member of the 
AM Harlan & Hollingsworth Company, 
Ly Wilmington, was born in Delaware 
Si county, Pa., Nov. 29, 1824; son of 

ap Amos and Mary (Slaughter) Wood. 
The family were English Friends and among 
the early settlers of Pennsylvania. John 
Wood had a good common school education, 





'and at sixteen became an apprentice with his 


uncle, Edward Hinckson, to learn the carpen- 
ter’s trade. At the age of twenty he came to 
Wilmington and worked at his trade in the 
city and vicinity for two orthree years. About 
1847 he entered the employ of Messrs. Harlan 
& Hollingsworth as a journeyman ship-joiner, 
and after a time became the head of that de- 
partment, After the death of Mr. Hollings- 
worth he obtained aninterest in the company, 
but continued faithfully at his post at the head 
of his department until the closing day of 
1876, when he retired. During the whole time 
he was connected with that company, a period 
of nearly thirty years, he was never absent 


‘from his place but once to the extent of a 


week, and his faithful and unremitting services 
were invaluable. In time his well earned 
means enabled him to purchase land in the 
city and to build houses, and his investments 
were very fortunate, and finally made him in- 
dependent. In 1861 he built his pleasant resi- 
dence on West street just above Sixth. The 
Harlan & Hollingsworth Co. employ a large 
number of hands (about 1,200,) forming a com- 
munity among themselves, and Mr. Wood was 
very popularamong them. While he never 
relaxed fora moment the strict rules of the 
company, he was most kind and considerate 


then resumed the practice of law, returning | toward his men, and all looked upon him asa 
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friend. Here, where he 
thoroughly known, 
and was everywhere respected. 
to the order of Odd Fellows, andattended the 
M. E. Church. About 1848,he married Anne 
E. McCall, by whom he had one child, James 
Albert, who died at the age of 
and Mrs.Wood died in October, 1850. In 1853 
he married Sallie A., daughter of Eli and 
Elizabeth (Merritt) Smith of Wilmington. 
They had two children; Harry Layton and 
Annie Lizzie. Mr. Wood was a kind husband 
and father, a man of intelligence and great 
moral worth, and his memory is fragrant with | 
many recollections of kindness and good | 
works. He died Nov. 21,1879, and is interred | 
in the Wilmington and Brandywine cemetery. 


was so 
he was warmly regarded 


He belonged 


eight years, 


UMMINS, WALTER, Lawyer of Wil-! 
@) Mington, was born at Smyrna, son of | 
AY George W. and Evelina M. (Denny)! 
Save Cummins. After attending the school | 
@° of Rev. Dr. J. B. Clemson, at Claymont, | 
for two years, Mr. Cummins spent three years | 
at the preparatory school of Rev. C. W. Ever- 
est, at Hamden, Conn., entering Princeton 
college in 1865, and graduated with the class 
of 1868. Studying law in the office of Hon.T. 
F. Bayard, he was admitted tothe bar at New 
Castle during the May term, 1872, and has 
since practiced his profession in Wilmington, 
having been for two terms City Solicitor of that 
city, and for several 
Trustees of the Poor of New Castle county. In 
politics he is a Democrat. 













¥2 AKER, JOHN G., of Wilmington, Mo- 
(D rocco Manufacturer, was born in Phila- 
@ Ju delphia, May 30, 1933. His ancestors 
ee came from Prussia about 1704 and set- 

* tled in Philadelphia, and afterwards 
in Western Pennsylvania, and were there at 
the time of Braddock’s defeat about 1752, and 
with the Colonist Troops returned east and 
located in Philadelphia. His great grand- 
father, John Baker, was Color Sergeant of the 
sist battalion of Pennsylvania Militia ; was in 
the battles of. Trenton, Brandywine and Ger- 


mantown, wintered at Valley Forge and was! dred to one hundred and fifty men. 


noted during the occupancy of Philadelphia by 
the British, for his daring in annoying them 
in what, in modern times, was called raids on 


long and! 


‘established in 





vears Counsel of the} 


DELAWARE. 


that his dwelling house on New Market street, 
near Brown, which sheltered his wife and 
children was partially destroyed after one of 
his raids that stampeded a large lot of cattle 
and took them to Valley Forge. He died at 
the age of ninety-four. His grandfather, John 
Baker, died of malignant fever at thirty-seven. 
His father, Jacob G. Baker, was a carpenter 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Baker received an 
education in the public schools of his native 
city, and at the age of sixteen became an 
apprentice- to learn the trade of morocco 
finishing. This he completed in 1854,and came 
to Wilmington and engaged asa journeyman in 
one of the leading establishments of the city. 
In 1862 he became foreman of the works 
1858, by ex-sheriff, Jacob 
Richardson, now of New Castle, in partner- 
ship with William B. Wilkins, now of New 
York. The firm of Wilkins and Richardson 
continued until 1861, but at the time Mr. 
Baker became connected with the business it 
was under the sole control of Mr. Richardson. 
Mr. Baker became the proprietor of the estab- 
lishment in 1867. His business capacity and 
enterprise were conspicuous and his manufac- 
tory well maintained its rank among the lead- 
ing industries of the city. In 1873 the John 
G. Baker Company was organized with Mr. 
Baker as president, and the corporation pur- 
sued a career of signal success until, by a si- 
multaneous failure of a number’ of similar es- 
tablishments, its business was prostrated, and 
August 1, 1878, Mr. Baker again became the 
sole proprietor. Under his able management, 
and the revival, in time, of the general busi- 
ness interests of the country, its former 
stafiding was regained. He is ever on the 
alert for improvements and, everything under 
his hand is made to keep pace with the spirit 
of progress that marks the age. The original 
capacity of his works was only about twelve 
dozen of skins per day, but by successive en- 
largements (the building being now about eight 
times its former size), and the introduction of 
improved mechanical appliances and methods, 
the daily production has been increased to one 
hundred dozens. He employs from one hun- 
His pub- 
lic spirit and enterprise have done much to 


| advance the business and general interests of 


Wilmington. For six of the years, from 1871 


their supplies ; in fact he became so obnoxious | to 1878, he was a member of the City Council, 
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and for several years was President of the 


Riverview Cemetery Company, a much needed | 


and very successful enterprise east of the! 
city. Also for several years he was the Secre- 
tary of the Morocco Manufacturers’ National | 
Exchange. Politically he is a staunch Repub- 
lican, and his earnest work during the cam- 
paign of 1880 did much to promote the splen- 

did success of his party in New Castle county, 
He is a member of Grace M.E church. A man 
of commanding presence yet of affable man- 
ners; his uniform courtesy, great liberality and 
sterling integrity, make him one of the most 
highly regarded and popular men of the com- 
rounity. 


ernor of Delaware, was Boid in haNety 
7, Castle, April 1,1781. His parents were 
> John and Nancy (Griffith) Stockton. 
S&S Gen. John Stockton was an officer in 
the Revolutionary war and served as Lieuten- 
ant ina Maryland Regiment in the battle of 
Long Island, the storming of Fort Wash- 
ington, and other actions of note ; and wasa 
prisoner for a long time in the Old Sugar House, 
New York. Resigning from the Continental 
army on the achievement of independence, he 
removed to Delaware from Cecil county, and 
afterwards, in the war of 1812, served as a 
Brigadier General of the State troops. In 
this year the subject of this notice received a 
captain's commission in the U. S, army, 
and while the father served at Elkton against 
the British troops, the son was in the attack 
on Fort St. George, under Gen. Scott. Here 
young Stockton won great distinction for his 
gallantry, and he with Captain Hyndman per- 
formed the dangerous feat of removing the 
fuses by which the retreating enemy sought to 
blow up the magazines, one of which had 
already exploded killing several of the re- 
treating British soldiers. In 1844, he was 
elected Governor of the State on the Whig 
ticket, inaugarated, Jan. 21, 1845, and died 
suddenly in March, 1846, from disease of the 
heart. He was buried March 6, in Immanuel 
church, New Castle. A notice, by the public 
press of that period, in speaking of the death 
of this eminent patriot and soldier, says : “He 
has not left behind him on the soil of Dela- 
ware a nobler model of a man.” Hewas a 
member of the Masonic Order, and also of the 





| historic and patriotic ‘‘Order of the Cincin- 
nati. His was, and is,a family of marked 
| patriotism ; his only brother John, a midship- 
“man, died from wounds received at the battle 

| of Lake Erie: Gov. Stockton’s son, Thomas, 
jserved under Scott inthe Black Hawk war, 
jand another son, and two grandsons served 
‘from Ohio in the late War of the Rebellion. 
Captain Richard Stockton, promoted to that 
rank for his bravery, eldest of the grandsons, 
died of camp fever a few days after the battle 
of “Shiloh.” Gov. Stockton married Fidelia, 
eldest daughter of Chancellor Johns, June Ig, 
1804. She died Feb. 20,1871. Two daughters 
live in New Castle. 
673, HARP, JOHN W., M. D., 
oS was born, April 24, 1817, in Milford 
SO hundred, Kent county. His great grand- 


of Camden, 






ies q father came to this country from Eng- 


land, prior to the Revolutionary war. 


| His grandfather, John Sharp, was a wealthy 


farmer of Sussex county, He is the third son 
of Lhomas and Sarah (Walls) Sharp, who were 
born, raised, married and had two sons in Sus- 
sex county, and then removed to Kent. His 
father was a farmer of some means, highly re- 
spected by all who knew him ; aman ofeminent 
piety, a class leader in the Methodist church 
for forty years, and a consistent christian. He 
was born in 1789, and died, 1866, aged seventy- 
seven years. His mother wasa pious woman, 
kind and affectionate, highly esteemed for her 
many virtues by all who knew her, and an 
exemplary member of the Methodist church. 
She was born in 1791, and died in 1872, aged 
eighty-one years. Dr. Sharp had two older 
brothers, William and Jesse J. The former 
graduated at Yale College in 1847, studied 
law, and was admitted to the bar in Dover. 
He afterward edited 7he Delaware State Re- 
porter, and The Sentinel, in Dover. He was 
born in 1811, and died in 1876, aged sixty-five 
years. The latter was a merchant and farmer. 
He was born in 1814, and died in 1880, aged 
sixty-six years. He has a younger brother, 
James, who is a merchant and farmer of con- 
siderable means, living in Harrington. He 
also had a brother Thomas, and a sister, 
Rachel D., the former born in 1822, the latter 
in 1825; both died in infancy. Dr. Sharp 
worked on his father’s farm, and went to school 
till he was eighteen vears old. Having re- 
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ceived a first-class English education, he after: | 
wards taught schools, both public and private, | 
for several years ; devoting his leisure hours to | 
the study of Latin and Greek languages, andj 
the higher Mathematics. He afterwards went | 
to Wilmington, and entered the “Wilmington 
Classical Institute,” a school of a very high) 
grade, under the direction of Rev. S. M. Gay- | 
ley, A. M. While here he prosecuted his, 
studies in all the higher English branches, in| 
Latin and Greek languages, and the advanced | 
Mathematics. Having obtained a classical | 
education, he devoted his time to the study of| 
medicine. He studied with Dr. Jump, of 
Dover, for three years, and then went to Phil- | 
adelphia, and became a private office student | 
of Dr. George B. Wood, Professor of Materia | 
Medica in the University of Pennsylvania, and | 
graduatedin the Medical Department of that 
institution, in the spring of 1850, in the thirty- 
third year of his age. He locatedin Camden, | 
where he now resides, having here had a large | 
and successful practice for thirty-two years. 
In 1851, he became a.member of 
pendent Order Odd Fellows, and has since | 
filled all the chairs of that Order in the Subor- | 
dinate Lodge. He was elected by the Lodges | 
ef the State, a Grand Representative to the 
Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the United | 
States, which metin Baltimore, and was after- | 
wards elected Grand Master of the State. He 
is a member of the ‘‘ Delaware State Medical 
Society,” and was secretary of the society for 
eleven consecutive years, and was thenelected 
its President. He is now its Treasurer. He’ 
was physician to the ‘‘Kent county Almshouse” 
three years, and has been elected several times 
a delegate to tlhe National Medical Associa- | 
tion. In 1876, he was chosen a Presidential 
Elector, and was President of the State Elec- 
toral Coilege. In 1878, he was elected a 
member of the State Legislature, serving on 
the following committees, viz: Committee on 
Federal Relations, on Revised Statutes. on 
Accounts, and on Printing. In 1855, he mar- 
ried Miss Mary A. Slaytor, by whom he had 
three chitdren, all of whom died in very early 
infancy. His wife died in 1859. In 1861, he 
married, in Philadelphia, his present wife, 
Miss Mary A., daughter of James Wells, Esq , 
formerly Sheriff of Montgomery county, Pa., 
by whom he has two children: Raymond | 





a8, Tr ’ 
tile LhNUe- 


| 8, 1844. His father, 
_was a sea Captain, and in later life a farmer, in 


DELAWARE. 


the Junior Class in Princeton College, aged 
twenty years. The younger, Byron Gorden, 
isa student at the ‘‘ Wyoming Institute,” aged 
15 years. Dr. Sharp is an active friend of edu- 
cation, is now, and has been for the last eight 
years, amember of the School Committee in 
He has always been an advocate of 
public schools for the diffusion of knowledge 
among the masses of the people. Heis not a 
member of any church, but a firm believer in 
the doctrines of the Bible, and the truths of 
Christianity. 


his town. 


Ae ILDERSLEEVE, GEORGE HENRY, 

, Secretary and Superintendent of the 
AD ¥ Farmers’ Fruit Preserving Compa- 
Se) ny, of Rising Sun, near Dover, was 
2 born near Camden, Kent county, Feb. 
Benedict Gildersleeve, 


the above locality. He was born in 1816, and 
died in 1868 He married Mary Jane, daugh- 
ter of Nehemiah and Unity Draper. She is 
still living They had two children who giew 
to maturity: George Henry, and Elma, wife 
of C. H. Burgess, of Philadelphia. Nehemiah 
Draper was afarmer near Camden. The pa- 


/rents of Benedict were John and Mary Gilder- 


sleeve, of an ancient Kent county family, who 
were among the earlysettlers. George Henry 
Gildersleeve received a good common school 


education, and was brought upon the home- 
farm till the age of eighteen, when he became 
_a Clerk for three years, in the store of William 


Dyer, of Lebanon. At the end of that time, 


he bought out his employer, and in partner- 
ship with Mr. B. L. Wharton, under the firm- 


name of Wharton & Gildersleeve, conducted 
the store for four years. Mr. Gildersleeve 
then sold out, and took charge of the old 


home farm, for six years. In 1875, he left 


farming, and from that time has superintended 
the works of the Farmers’ 


Fruit Preserving 
Company, at Rising Sun. He is a man of su- 
perior business abilities, and under his excel- 
lent management, the company has greatly 
prospered. In the Industrial Department, 
will be found an account of the business. Mr, 
Gildersleeve is very intelligent, and highly 
respected ; a member of the order of Patrons 
of Husbandry, and in politics a Democrat. He 
is a member, trustee, and a steward of the M. 


Wells, is now, 1882, a student and member of; E. church. He was married in Oct. 1866, to 
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Miss Martha Rebecca, daughter of James 
Raymond, a farmer of that locality, who mar- 
ried Miss Rebecca Hardcastle, of the family 
of that name, on the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land. Mr. and Mrs. Gildersleeve have had six 
children, of whom four are living: Mary Re- 
becca, Lizzie Cummins, Florence Raymond, 


and George H., Junior. 
2B of Hon. Edward G. Bradford, Judge of 
J the U.S. Court for the District of Del- 
yo aware, and Mary Alicia Bradford, xee 
Y Heyward, was born in the city of Wil- 
mington, March 12, 1848. His first schooling 
was received at the Delaware Military Acade- 
my, of which Col. Theodore Hyatt was prin- 
cipal. There he remained until the removal 
of that institution to West Chester, Pa., in the 
summer of 1862, when he entered the school 
of T. Clarkson Taylor, in Wilmington, where 
he remained for about one year. After leaving 
the latter school, he pursued his studies 
for several months under the instruction ofa 
private tutor, and then entered, in July, 1864, 
the freshman class of Yale college, where he 
was graduated with honors, in 1868. Having 
already selected the law as his profession, he 
read under the direction of his father, and was 
- admitted to the bar in May, 1870, since which 
time he has continued to practice his profes- 
sion in Wilmington, and is now the senior 
member of the law firm of Bradford & Van- 
degrift. In 1880, he was elected on the Re- 
publican ticket as a representative in the 
State legislature, receiving the largest vote 
given for any candidate on the legislative 
branch of the ticket, in New Castle county. He 
received the complimentary vote of his party 
associates in the House for speaker, and served 
by appointment as chairman of the Committee 
on Revised Statutes.. His course in the legis- 
lature was marked by his able and zealous 
advocacy of reforms in legislation and the 
conduct of the affairs ofthe State government, 
and won him deserved popularity. During 
this session of the legislature was passed the 
act relating to pilotage, out of which have 
sprung the recent controversies between the 
Pennsylvania and Delaware pilots. Mr. Brad- 
ford was early employed by the Delaware pi- 
lots, as one of their counsel, and in Dec., 1881, 
in the course of his employment made, togeth- 


71 





GQ RADFORD, EDWARD’ “G,.,, JR.,..son 


561 


er with Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, a successful 


|argument in the Supreme Court of the U.S 








|against an application to that court for a writ 


of prohibition to the U.S, District Court, for 
the District of Delaware ; to forbid the court 
from taking further proceedings ina suit insti- 
tuted by a Delaware pilot for the pilotage 
fees due under the Delaware law for conduct- 
ing to the Delaware Breakwater a vessel from 
a foreign port, and bound there for orders, the 
purpose of the application being to test in 
the Supreme Court, in preclusion of a decision 
in the District Court, the validity of the Dela- 
ware law. Mr. Bradford ranks high at the 
bar and is a member of the New Castle coun- 
ty committee for the examination of students 
for admission to the bar. His mind is distin- 
guished by remarkable logical acumen, and he 
is a clear, forcible, fluent speaker. His char- 
acter is above reproach. Mr. Bradford was 
married in Sept., 1872, to Eleuthera Paulina, 
daughter of the late Alexis I. and Joanna Du- 
Pont, and has now four children: Eleuthera, 
Mary, Edward, and Joanna. 


anon DAMS. JOSEPH: K.,. of. the firm : of 
iS FR Adams & Brother, Wilmington, was 
® born in Philadelphia, Oct. 29, 1839. 

ee) His parents were John and Eleanor 
(King) Adams. His father was born in 

1800, and was a painter by trade. He diedin 
1842, leaving his widow without means anda 
family of seven children to provide for ; the 
youngest being less than a year old. She, 
however, succeeded, by her own brave efforts, 
in bringing them all up well. Mr. Adams had 
but limited school advantages, being early 
obliged to assist in the common support. In 
1858, he came to Wilmington and entered as 
clerk in a variety store at Fourth and King, 
In 1866, he, with his brother, William B. 
Adams, bought their present site and an 
account of their business, is given in the 
Industrial department. Having both been 
clerks in this store, they had studied the busi- 
ness thoroughly in all its details, and now, by 
self-denial, prudence and energy, rapidly built 
up a flourishing trade. The attention and re- 
spect of the business men around them and of 
the people of the city, was attracted and re- 
tained by their strictly fair-dealing, their en- 
terprise and commendable habits, and they 
have been prospered to an unusual degree. 
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They are both truly self-made men, and their|charge of a farm in 1857, though continuing 


standing in the respect and esteem of the best 
class in the community is unquestioned. 
sides their fine business place with 
equipments, and excellent and constantly en- 
larging trade, they own their handsome resi- 
dence, and are always able and willing, and 
ready, to meet all their obligations. Mr. Joseph 
K. Adams has been three times elected to 
represent the Sixth Ward in the City Council 
That ward is one of the wealthiest of the city. 
He was married, July 29th, 1860, to Miss Car- 
oline Rowbotham. Two children were born 
to them, one of whom, Harry C. Adams, is 
still living. 

OY OLK, CYRUS, eldest son of William 
Rand Eliza (Tatman) Polk, was born 
a y Jan. 3, 1810. He was educated at the 
Sn best schools in Wilmington and Bur- 

lington, N. J., and at twenty-two be- 
-came his father’s partnerin business, in Odessa. 
After his father retired, about 1840, Mr. Chas. 
Beaston became his partnerinthe mercantile 
and shipping business, till about 1848, when, 
on account of failing health Mr. Polk retired. 
He died June 27, 1859. He had accumulated 
considerable landed and other property, and 
was a man of great business ability, and moral 
worth. He married Mary Jane, daughter of 
Benjamin Flintham of *‘the Levels.” Their 
son, William, member of the Levy Court of 
New Castle county, of whom a sketch is here 
given, is the only surviving child. 





& Landholder, and a member of the Levy 
Court of New Castle, was born Feb. 22, 
1836. He was the only son of Cyrus 
and Mary Jane (Flintham) Polk, of 
whom an account has been given. He attend- 
ed the public schools of his neighborhood, un- 
til his fourteenth year, when he was sent to 
schools in Connecticut and New York, for the 
next two years. His father’s ill health then 
compelled his return, and he, from that time, 
devoted himself to agriculture. In this he 
started with every advantage already secured 
by the family enterprise and success, but his 
energetic nature and decided individuality 
would not allow him to be satisfied with 
anything short of a course of his own, and 
means attained by his owne fforts. 





| 


Be- | fruit growing. 
all its|trees, which in time were increased to 35,0C0 


ito reside in Odessa, 


and engaged largely in 
In 1860 he planted 7500 fruit 


peach trees. In 1865, in partnership with 
E. A. Hyatt, he engaged in the nursery busi- 
ness, which he also made a success. Mr. 
Polk now owns five farms in New Castle coun- 
ty, and an interest in two others in Maryland, 
and raises, annually, upon all of them great 
quantities of wheat and corn. From the time 
of attaining his majority, he has given much 
attention to public affairs, and has been very 
prominent in his neighborhood and county, 
both as a citizenand as a member of the Dem- 
ocratic party. In 1873 he was nominated and 
elected a member of the Levy Court, and was 
re-elected in 1878. His term of office expires 
in Feb., 1883. Mr. Polk is a member of the 
Presbyterian church, in which he has been a 
trustee for a number of years. 


c12 OOPER, HON. ALEXANDER B,, of 
Ae Wilmington, Lawyer, Assistant Attor- 
(se ney General, and State Senator elect, 
Gae was born at Middletown,Nov. 15, 1844; 

son of Rev. Ignatius T. Cooper, D. D- 
of Camden. A sketch of his father, and the 
antecedents of the family have been previously 
given. Mr. Cooper received his classical edu- 
cation at Media, Pa., after which he pursued 
his legal studies under the preceptorship of 
Hon. Eli Saulsbury till 1866, when he spent 
one yearin the law department of the Univer- 
versity of Pennsylvania. He was admitted to 
the bar at the May term of the Superior Court 
at New Castle, in 1867. Fora yearhe practiced 
his profession with success in Wilmington, 
when he removed to New Castle, where he 
still continues to reside, but since the removal 
of the county seat to Wilmington and his ap- 
pointment as assistant Attorney General, he 
has an office in that city which he attends 
daily, and where most of his legal business is 
transacted. Mr. Cooper is devoted to his pro- 
fession, is a well read lawyer, a strong and 
forcible speaker, and a man of irreproachable 
character. He is a man of decided ability, 
popular and successful, and has built up a 
large and lucrative practice which extends to 
all the courts of the state. In politics he is a 
decided Democrat and an earnest and influen- 


A ox @ 





He took | tial worker for the success of his party, and in 
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the campaign of 1882, just closed,he wasnomi-| Md., 
nated as a candidate for the State Senate and| 
elected to a seat in that body for the termjof| by one of the Polks. 
That he will be a faithful and able! scendants of Robert and Magdalen might be 


four years. 


exponent if the principles of his party, is gen- 
| country with distinction in the ficld and 


erally conceded by all who know him. 


ac bea CHARL ES; elected Governor of 
( Delaware in 1826, was born near Bridge- 
ville, Nov. 18, 1788, the only surviving 
©% child of Charles and Mary (Manlove) 
Polk. His father, a man of distinction 
in his day, was elected Judge of the Common 
Pleas, Oct. 25, 1790, for the county of Sussex. 
October I, 1791, he :was elected to the con- 
vention held for the purpose of forming ‘‘a 
Constitution for ye State of Delaware,” and 
was chosen President. During the sitting of 
the convention he was taken ill, left and did 
not afterwards serve in its work. He died be- 
fore his son had attained his eighth year. 
The name was originally Pollock and the 
family can be traced through a long line of 
illustrious persons, back to one Fulbert whose 
son Petrus succeeded his father and assumed 
as a surname (which at that time only came to 
- be used instead of a patronymic) the name of 
his hereditary lands of Pollock,in Renfrewshire, 
Scotland. He lived in the reign of Malcolm 
4th,and was a man of great eminence in his 
time and a benefactor of the monastery of 
Paisley. This donation was confirmed by 
Jocelyn, Bishop of Glasgow, who died in 1199. 
Besides his estates in Renfrewshire he held 
the Barony of Rothes in the county of Aber- 
deen which he gave to his daughter, Maurich 
de Pollock, who married Sir Norman Lesley 
and was the ancestress of the Earls of Rothes. 
Coming down to a later date, we find on the 
planting in the north of Ireland by James 1, 
of a large number of Scotch, a branch of this 
noble family settled in Donegal county not far 
from Londonderry. Of this offshoot was Robert 
Pollock who served under Cromwell in the 
war against Charles I, and belonged to a 
regiment commanded by Col. Porter, who 
married Magdalen, daughter of Col. Tasker, a 
Chancellor of Ireland, whose seat was Broom- 
field Castle on the river Dale. Col. Porter 
dying Robert Pollock married his widow. Be- 
ing earnest Presbyterians they came to this 
country to escape the persecutions instituted 
by Charles II; landing in Somerset county, 
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about 1660. 
land from Lord B 


They received a grant of 
altimore which is still owned 
A long list of the de- 


mentioned, many of whom have served their 
the 
halls of legislation; notably among them was 
Gen. Thomas Polk who took such a promi- 
nent part in the Mecklenburg Declaration of 
independence at Charlotte, N.C., May 20, 1775, 
and was the leading and controlling spirit of 
that important event, and his son, Col. William 
Polk, who served, with great distinction during 
the revolution, and was wounded at the battle 
of Germantown, and James K. Polk, one of 
the Presidents of the United States. Ephriam, 
the third son of Robert and Magdalen, married 
Miss Williams of Somerset county. When the 
boundary dispute was settled between Penn 
and Lord Baltimore, he was thrown on the 
Delaware side, in Little Creek hundred. He 
had three children ; Charles, John and Joseph. 
Charles married Patience Manlove and was the 
father of Charles, the tather of Gov. Folk. By 
the death of his father the training and edu- 
dation of the last named devolved upon his 
mother, a Quakeress, and a woman of high 
culture and of rare intellectual and moral 
worth. She instilled into the mind of her son 
those principles of right and honor which 
guided him through life and left his name un- 
touched by a word of reproach. He obtained 
his early education at the Westtown Boarding 
School and at fourteen commenced his classical 
studies at Lewes. Here wasformed that strong 
attachment between himself and John M. 
Clayton, which lasted through life. For three 
years from the age of eighteen, he devoted his 
attention closely to the study of law in which 
he acquired a knowledge attained by few, but 
he never engaged in practice, having a strong 
aversion to its duties. As an orator he pos- 
sessed the finest qualities. His language flowed 
as a silver stream, strong, clear and beautiful. 
Few men ever held their ideas so well elabo- 
rated and ready for promulgation. Had he 
yielded to the wishes of his party and accepted 
the position of United States Senator, there 
is no doubt he would have achieved a high 
national reputation. He also declined the 
position of Chancellor of the State, offered to 
him by Gov. Hazzard. He was elected to the 
House of Representatives from Sussex in Octo- 
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ber, 1813, and re-elected in 1815 ; also, to! through the west, and finally settled with his 


the House from Kent in. 1817, to the Levy! 
Court in 1819, to the State Senate in 1824 and | 
chosen Speaker; Governor in 1826, for the term | 
of three years; tothe Convention toalter State | 
Constitution in 1831, and chosen President ; to| 
the State Senate in 1834, chosen Speaker, | 
and by the death of Gov. Bennett, became 
Governor ; to the State Senate in 1838 and 
chosen Speaker; appointed Register of Widls 
for Kent in 1843 and served four years; ap- 
pointed Collector of the Port of Wilmington 
in 1850 and resigned in 1853. In politics he 
was a Federalist and afterwards a Whig. He 
was a man of noble and fine appearance, en- | 
dowed with remarkable strength and activity. | 
He possessed a wonderful memory, a great 
mind and rare attainmments, to which he 
added a generous and forgiving nature, too 
prone to sacrifice his own interests to those | 
of others, never turning away from the tale of | 
sorrow, and the needy never left his door un- | 
aided. He died full of years and honots and | 
faith in the efficacy of the blood of Christ, 
Oct. 26, 1857. 








se OPES; JOSEPH S:,; Ma... of ..New 
Orleans, son of Rev. Joseph Copes and 
Jenny Wilkins White, his wife, was 
one born on his father’s farm near Lewes, 

© Dec. 9g, 1811. An account of the family 
will be found in the sketch of his father. Dr. 
Copes has from his childhood reflected honor 
on the teachings and example of his parents. 
While in his teens, becoming convinced of the 
truth and importance of the then new doc- 
trine of total abstinence, he summoned and} 
addressed a meeting in Middleford, then his 
home, and successfully founded the first Rec- | 
abite Society, it is believed, in the State. In 
March, 1833, he was graduated from the 
Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, and | 
was distinguished while in college by holding, 
for two years, the position of assistant to the 
Professor of Chemistry, which no under-gradu- 
ate had previously filled ; also, a year before 
graduating he was honored by the Governor, 
David Hazzard, with a commission as port 
physician for quarantine duty in that part of 
Delaware lying on the waters of the Dela-| 
ware bay. On leaving college he spent a few | 
months in Pittsburg, Pa., in study and prac- | 
tice, after which he traveled extensively 








brother, Dr. James W. Copes, at. Tchula, 
Hoimes county, Miss., at that time one of the 
most important commercial points in the new 
purchase from the Choctaws. His skill as a 
physician and surgeon was soon recognized ; 
he was remarkably successful in treating the 
fevers of this new region, and aiso the fractures 
and other wounds that the wild life of the time 
made frequent. This life afforded great free- 
dom from customary restraints, but Dr. Copes 
stoutly maintained his early principles of tem- 
perance and piety, and such was the force of 
his example, and the influence he exerted, 
that gradually Sabbath desecration greatly 
abated ; in time a regular clergyman preached 
in the town and much other improvement 
was manifest. At the age of twenty-six he 
married and began planting. He was one of 
the founders and main supporters of the first 
Mississippi State Agricultural Society, and 
was greatly instrumental, by his pen and 
otherwise, in developing the resources of his 
adopted state. In 1839 he removed to Jack- 
son, the State capital, where he obtained a 
large practice. He was at this time burdened 
with the settlement of several estates of which 
he had been appointed administrator and 
guardian, but in the faithful discharge of these 
duties, he evinced the first order of business 
ability,and all the successions and trusts were 
satisfactorily adjusted. He also for several 
months conducted the correspondence of the 
president’s department of the Mississippi 
Union Bank during the absence of that officer, 
and so satisfactorily that at the failure of that 
gigantic but impracticable enterprise, the 
president, Gov. Runnels,and others interested, 
engaged to secure to him $12,000 per annum, 
to assume the headship of their New Orleans 
Cotton Factorage House, and either to close 
up, or, if expedient, to continue their exten- 
sive business. This proposal, however, he 
declined. While in Jackson he actively aided 
in establishing Sharon college and in securing 
for its president one of the teachers of his 
boyhood, Rev. Dr. Campbell. He was long a 


director of Oakland college, and probably 
|settled more teachers during his residence in 


Mississippi than any other man in the State. 
As Inspector of the State penitentiary he was 
mainly instrumental in introducing cotton 
machinery, and was the pioneer in establish- 
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ing this industry in Mississippi. He was the 
author of the vaccine law of that State, which 
has enjoyed a remarkable immunity from 
small pox ever since. 
Jackson there were but few scattered Pres- 
byterians in or near it, but with their as- 
sistance, his zealous efforts through a period 
of ten years, resulted in securing a church 
membership of over one hundred, and a hand- 
some brick edifice in the heart of the city. In 


1849 Dr. Copes removed to New Orleans where | 


he devoted himselfto his profession not only as 
a general practitioner, but in its associations, 
hospitals and sanitary enterprises, was a very 
active and laborious worker. Froma time pre- 
ceding the war, however, he has given his 
attention mainly to Cotton Factorage and un- 
der-writing, the latter of which vocations still 
receives his attention and rewards his labor. 
He was from his 27th year an elder in 
the Presbyterian church, and has long been a 
prominent member of various city, state and 
national enterprises and associations for edu- 
cational, commercial, professional and mis- 
sionary work. While Vice President of the 
Mississippi State Medical Society he was, as 
representative of that body, sent to New 
York in 1846, delegated to act in establishing 


the American Medical Association, and aided 
R | 
For many years president of 


in founding it. 
the School Board, and administrator of the 
University of Louisiana, he ever sought to 
enhance the efficiency of the free educational 
system, and to secure teachers of ability and 
fitness. He has,for many years, superintended 
Mission Sunday Schools, building them up 
from the foreign population and the poor of 
all races, to assemblages of several hundreds. 
As a Commissioner of the N. O. House of 
Refuge, he effected the employment of the 
boys in manufacturing, especially of coarse 
shoes, and caused the founding of a separate 
institution for girls. He lost much by the ces- 
sation of business during the war, and by his 
advances to the planters afterwards ; but was 
sustained in every trial by the consciousness of 
right doing and of having accomplished much 
good. His moral courage enabledhim to con- 
vince the Confederate States’ Receiver appoint- 
ed to sequester all debts due to the citizens 
of the non-secession States,that the business of 
the N. Y. Life Insurance Company was of too 
sacred a nature to be destroyed,while so many 


When he moved to'| 


iremarkable activity and 


|citizens were interested in maintaining its ex- 
‘isting policies. His trust as gencral agent for 
that company was undisturbed, and is still 
‘under his control. Dr. Copes has been for 
_many years President of the N. O. Academy 
‘of Sciences and an active promoter of all its 
|enterprises. He has always had the entire re- 
spect of his professional associates, and in 
1851, on the creation of the Board of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, for the government of the 
Charity Hospital, he became a member, and 
ihad charge of some of its crowded wards while 
cholera and typhoid fever were raging in that 
|year and the next. In all the epidemics of 
| yellow fever in New Orleans since 1847 as well 
as in those of other cities and towns to which 
ihe was called when they were suffering from 
this disease, he has been an active and success- 
ful physician. At the invitation of Gov. Foote 
and the citizens of Mississippi after the great 
epidemic of 1853 had partially abated, in New 
Orleans he repaired to their relief with a 
promptitude, energy and good will rarely ex- 
hibited by a practitioner worn down by a four 
months’ day and night battle with one of the 
greatest epidemics of yellow fever known in 
history. During the war thousands of un- 
acclimated troops within the defences of Gal- 
veston and other Gulf stations, liable to or 
stricken with yellow fever, owed their in- 
telligent treatment, to-his care and experience 
in hospital arrangements and _ supervision. 
His life has been one of great opportunity, 
success, and his 
energies have been largely devoted to the in- 
terests of religion, patriotism and humanity. 
Asa writer or speaker Dr. Copes has few 
equals ; always ready and choice in his lan- 
guage, easy in manner, and logical in the 
treatment of his subject. his speeches have 
ever been sought in the interest of causes 
which he was willing to advocate. He has 
contributed articles on surgery, medicine, and 
hospital management, to various publications 





and societies, which, so far as identified, have 
enhanced his permanent reputation. Urgent 
overtures have been made to induce him to 
accept positians as professor or lecturer in 
different colleges and medical schools. Few 
of his colleagues have been more esteemed or 
more ably fulfilled the duties they have as- 


sumed, and his honors from both sides of the 





| Atlantic have found him unsolicited, 
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JOSEPH, Pastor of the United | the regular studies ofan institution of learning, such as 
ithe Peninsula then afforded. 


How extensive a curricu- 
lum it possessed does not appear, but eadowed acade- 
mies were then the exception, and grammar schools, 


| high schools and colleges were unknown on this other- 


/ bal 3 . P a 

OA | and Indian River, in the early part of the | 
Wo present century, and eminent for his piety, 
AJC learning, ability and zeal, was born, Oct. 3, 
CO. 


G 1765, in Broad Creek hundred, Sussex county, 
©) where his father, Thomas Copes, was a farmer 
and large landholder, He was the only son wholived beyond 


| wise favored tongue of land. Undou ted traditions inform 


boyhood, and had three sisters, the two elder of whom | 


married gentlemen named Wingate, and soon after re- 
moved to Kentucky, taking with them their younger 
sister, who married a Mr. Allen, of the vicinity of Lex- 
ington. The father of Thomas was Dantel Copes, who 
was either a Scotch immigrant or the son of Scottish 
parents, settled in Accomac or Henrico county, Va, and 
was among the earlier settlers of Broad Creek hundred. 
Traditions distinguish him as ‘f Daniel the Scot,” or 
“Daniel the Covenanter.” From him itis probable that 
Thomas Copes inherited the greater part of his lands. 
The latter was a man of great natural superiority, force 
and character, and his wife was still more remarkable. 
The great talents of this most pious and devoted woman 
have been transmitted unmistakably to her descendants 
even to the second and third generation. The daugh- 
ters largely inherited her gifts and graces. For intelli- 
gence, piety, courage,and tenacious adherence to the re- 
ligious principles they received from her, they could 
hardly be excelled, and their many descendants in Ken- 
tucky and elsewhere, to this day attest, by their many 
excellencies, the value of their family training. An in- 
stance of their womanly fortitude and courage may be 
given. At about middle life Mrs. Allen earnestly de- 
sired to visit her only brother, and the scenes of her 
childhood There were few stage lines and few roads ; 
travel over the intervening mountains was performed al- 
most entirely on horseback, and even frontier women 
rarely undertook so perilous and wearisome a journey as 
that from Kentucky to the Atlantic coast; but Mrs. 
Allen believing it her duty and her privilege, saw no ob- 
stacle that her habitual faith in a protecting providence 
would not enable her to overcome. Taking a faithful 
and capable colored servant, mounted like herself on a 
choice saddle horse, she made the entire Journey, arriv- 
ing at the house of her brother in perfect health, when 
after remaining several months, she returned in the same 
manner. To her and to her sisters were granted long and 
eminently useful lives, iliustrative of the ennobling power 
of the gospel of Christ in all their relations to their fam- 
ilies, to society, and to the Church of God. Schools, 
such as Thoinas Copes and his wife desired, being with 
difficulty attainable, their children were, in their 
earlier years,instructed, mainly, by themselves, and with 
marked success by the mother. They were trained from 
their earliest years to the daily reading of the Bible by 
her side, and to the hearing, from her lips, of expositions 
of doctrines, duties, counsels and admonitions, The un- 
settled state of the country preceding and during the 
Revolutionary war, was aggravated in Sussex by the 
tory insurrections, which frequently called for the pres- 
ence and repressive power of the military, and the spa- 
cious and hospitable home of the subject of this sketch 
was the frequent resort of officers of the army and other 
persons of note, many of whom were deeply imbued 
with the French infidelity fashionable in all those years; 
yet such was the restraining and conservative influences 
of family religion, and the example of their parents, that 
neither he nor his sisters appear to have been affected or 
misled by the free-thinking military and political leaders 
who visited their patriotic father’s house. Doubtless the 
blood of the Scotch Covenanters stirred in his veins, and 
he regarded, with enthusiasm, the ‘‘war for liberty,” 
yet even his admiration for its heroes could not lead him 
to be influenced by their faults, and he remained under 
all the temptations to which he was exposed, a God-fear- 


us that in a brief period, he distanced all his fellows, and 
made such advances in knowledge as excited the adinira- 
tions of his instructors. It is presumable that his liter- 
ary attainments were made somewhat later in life, aftera 
trave!and sojourn ofa year or more west of theAlleghanies, 
and grew, purt passu,with the increase of his well-selected 
and industriously gathered library; he also had access 
to those of other distinguished men of his day. By the 


| death of his father in 17Gg0, and the removal of his three 








| 
| 
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sisters to Kentucky, he became by inheritance, and by 
purchase, the owner of his ancestral and other lands, 
and by his marriage with Jenny Wilkins White, in 
1791, of those descending from her father. The care 
of several of his own farms and mills, his duties as a 
surveyor, and as agent for parties who had removed 
to the western states and ierritories, leaving their busi- 
ness pertaining to real estate to be managed and closed 
by him, together with a wide range of reading, and the 
duties pertaining to a young family, seemed to have en- 
grossed much of his time for about fifteen years. When 
about 26 years of age, he became an active and exem- 


| plary member of the Presbyterian church, and,in 1795, 


was chosen and ordained a ruling elder in the Broad 
Creek church, at Laurel. Whether by his own choice 
\, he frequently appcarcd in the couris as 
an advocate and attorney. It isnot now known with cer- 
tainty whether he was a regular practitioner, or whether 
the rules of courts in his native state at that time, per- 
mitted him to appear for those whose property-interests 
were wholly in his hands, as he would have for him- 
self. His contempararies regarded him as the posses- 
sor of uncommon powers for the perspicuous presen- 
tation of his causes and of rare ability and eloquence in 
his advocacy of what he regarded as the right. The 
leading traits of his character even from his young 
manhood seem to have fastened themselves as convic- 
tions upon the minds of all candid observers. These 
were an undeviating integrity in action, transparent ve- 
racity in utterance and heroic abnegation. of self, in the 
advocacy and defense of the truth in whatever relations. 
The conviction that he wasaman of truth, together 
with knowledge of his great attainments caused him to 
be resorted to by all classes of people in a great va- 
riety of cases, social, legal, religious, philosophical, 
political, and even mechanical. His abilities as a pub- 
lic speaker attracted the attention of the political 
party to which he belonged, and fora time his mind 
was much engrossed by the studies essential to due prep- 
aration for public debates, on questions which he, in 
common with his party, regarded as of paramount im- 
portance to the welfare of the country. He continued 
as a political public speaker for only a brief period, but 
itwas sufficiently long to establish his reputation asa 
clear-headed, forcible and upright exponent and defender 
of the principles of his party. Yet, deeply religious, he 
found the attendant excitement,and the praise he received 
unfavorable to the spirituality of mind he prized above 
allelse. In an autobiography, written in 1808, he al- 
ludes with characteristic humility and pathos to the inju- 
rious effect of politics upon his spiritual interests, and calls 
it “ta backsliding for which I was chastened.”” Whether 
up to this time he had considered the question of personal 
duty as it relates to the gospel ministry is not known ; 
but it had been his mother’s desire that this might be- 
come his vocation, and from his pious culture and decided 
christian activity, itis more than probable. About 1804, 
he came toa final decision under the wise and godly coun- 


ing youth. About the close of the war he entered upon | sel of the eminent jurist and theologian, Rev. James P. 
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Wilson, D. D., 
Lewes, Cool Spring and Indian River, and of other able 
men, and upon offering himself to the Presbytery asa 
candidate for the christian ministry, there beiny then no 
theological seminaries for his church in America, he was, 
according to the existing rule, placed under the charge of 
an approved divine,who tn this instance was no other than 
his steadfast and affectionate friend, Rev. Dr. Wilson, 
above mentioned. His theological course was happily 
and successfully pursued, 
ing highly useful and acceptable to the neighboring 
churches and their outposts, 
reputation for learning, piety and force in preaching, 

such as the churches of the Peninsula needed and de- 
sired. 


then pastor of the united churches of | 


his services, meantime, prov- | 


and building up for hima |} 


This popular estimate soon crystalized into the | 


form of a permanent pastoral relation to the churches of | 


Lewes, Cool Spring and Indian River, when Dr. Wilson 
was called to the First Presbyterian church of Philadel- 
phia, leaving the churches 
father, Rev. Matthew Wilson, D. D., had for many 
years been pastors. Mr. Copes became his immediate 
successor and continued at his post until removed by 
death to the reward of the faithful. April 6, 1822, a 
period of fourteen years. sa faithiul, skillful, and af- 
*fectionate pastor he watched diligently over his flock, 
careful in the performance of every duty toward them, 
and earnest in his appeals to their hearts and con- 
sciences. To the young he especially devoted himself. 
His catechetical instructions, conducted every Sabbath 
morning by himself in the church edifice where he was 
to preach that day, combined with scriptural recitations 
to him, afforded the opportunity of manifesting to them 
ihe depiit of his affection for them personally, and his 
yearning desire for their salvation. These exercises 
could not continue year after year till prattling childhood 
had advanced nearly to maturity without the happiest 
effects. There were no strays from that fold, and so far 
as can now be remembered, all of both sexes were ready 
to make a voluntary confession of Christ before reaching 
the age of twenty. The same affectionate play of sym- 
pathetic action and reaction seemed to obtain with the 
adults as well as with the children and youth, and this 
not confined to the churches and congregations, but ex- 
tending far beyond, embracing the whole population. 
Numerous well vouched local traditions still exist, illus- 
trating the confidence of the people in him. Even the 
insane inmates of the county poor house, escaping from 
their confinement, would come directly to him, and 
though dangerons and unmanagable by all others, he 
could successfully approach and quiet them, and after 
feeding and conversing with them for a longer or shorter 
time, could induce them to get into his carriage and ac- 
company him back to the asylum without any coercion 
or physical constraint. This, probably, resulted in part 
from their recollections of him before they became de- 
mented, and in part from his visits to them and the in- 
fluence of the singing, praying and counsel so affection- 
ately bestowed upon them in their affliction and confine- 
ment. An amusing illustration of his relations to the 
people is afforded by a well-known incident of the bom- 
bardment of Lewes, during the last war with England. 
Where the Delaware Breakwater now stands was then 
an open roadstead with good anchorage for heavy ships. 
At a point most convenient for his purpose, Commodore 
Beresford had, by anchor and spring lines, placed the 
Poictiers, a heavy frigate, in position to make her guns 
effective upon the town, and having so disposed of her 
consort or tender as to produce the best moral etfect, he 
sent a heavily armed and weil-manned boat ashore with a 
flag of truce and a letter demanding supplies for his 
fleet. Gen. Patterson sent a flag of truce party of officers 
to meet the boat at the beach, nearly a mile and a half 
from town. Only a limited time was given in which to 
make the delivery of the supplies. The American officer 
was allowed to submit the demand to Gen. Patterson and 


sof which both he and his | 
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his officers, and to deliver their answer at the beach, for 
it was not deemed expedient just then to allow a party 


of experienced naval officers to visit Lewes and her de-. 


fenses, which were not yet complete, and there had 
been delay in getting the State inilitta into position, and 
the torpedo boats from Philadelphia had not yet ar- 
rived. The answer was,therefore,not hastened, because it 
was to be expected thit being an abrupt and conclusive re- 
fusal of Commodore Beresford’s demands, he would im- 
mediately, upon receiving it, open his fire upon the 
town. The tories or royalists were still represented in 
the county, and through them, it is supposed, that he 
was not only informed of the present condition of the de- 
I aeeS ro also of the torpedo arrangement to blow up 
his flee As soon, therefore, as the reply of the Ameri- 
can dene was received, the bombardment began. At 
first their missiles fell short, and next passed quite over 
the town, and many seine watching the effect of the 
firing throush the day doubtless began. to console them- 


selves with the hope that it would continue to be harm- 


less, but when better aim was taken and it was found, to 


their dismay, that every shot bored a hole from wall to 


wall of their dwellings, a scene of terror and confusion 
ensued. - But there was one in that little town, a Mr. 


| Thomas Rowland, past sixty years of age, who had 


been, in early life, upon the sea, and himself, passed 
through many dangers; a Ruling Eider in the old 
Presbyterian church, anda man of great piety and ex- 


/cellence who knowing well his own personal standing 





among the distracted people, and the place held by the 
subject of this memoir, (who had then recently removed 
from town to one of his farms four miles distant,) by a 
rapid mental process, met the case as follows: ‘‘These 
poor weeping and screaming women, whose husbands, 
fathers and brothers are in the garrison and cannot 
come to their aid, these boys and girls and aged people, 
well nigh demented with terror, have no purpose, no 
plan, and at present, no resource. They must be 
set upon something to relieve this terrible panic.” 
Taking a street filled with women surrounded by chil- 
dren, and carrying infants and indescribable other things 
in their arms, he mounted some kind of available ros- 
trum and sang out in stentorian tones, ‘‘ Put your trust 
in God and steer your course to Copes.’”’? The anguished 
people heard, they looked, they knew their orator, and 
they knew the refuge, or at least its master. They felt 
their liability to death if they remained where they were, 
and at least the diminishing danger to themselves and 
children at every step of progress in the direction pointed 
out. The demoralizing panic was at an end; they 
went, believing that God and his servant would provide 
for their wants. And soit was. No great damage even 
to property resulted, and no lives were lost. The ex- 
pected militia came to their places in the fortifications, a 
wholesome fear of torpedoes seemed to be working with 
the Naval Commander, who seeing other evidences of 
preparation on part of the Americans, sailed out of the 
bay. When Mr. Copes wasa young man, ‘ kidnap- 
ping,” as it was called, was too commor. This nefarious 
business was followed only by a class of persons justly re- 
garded as social pariahs. The selling of slaves beyond 
the bounds of the State, except after judicial condemna- 
tion, was prohibited by statute, sanctioned by adequate 
penalties ; and yet there were men and even women liv- 
ing near the line between Delaware and Maryland, who 
habitually practised it. The kidnapping consisted usually 
in the capture of a previously sold but unsuspecting 
negro or negro family at night, hurrying him or them 
across the State line, and if possible, on board a fleet 
vessel ready to sail to a Southern port, or to a depot 
where cargoes were made up. The seller, of course, lost 

caste with all his decent neighbors when his conduct be- 
came known, and not infrequently from the pressure of 
popular indignation, was compelled to remove his rest- 
dence. Still, having sold his slave or slaves to a citizen 
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and within the State, without evident intention to break | 


the law, he could not be criminally convicted. 
crime deeply stirred the moral sense of the people to op- 
pose and extinguish it. As a leader and promoter of this 
reform, the subject of this sketch was persistent, cour- 
ageous and sometimes sumunarily successful; rescuing 
kidnapped negroes by finesse or by force, as the case 
might demand, from on board the vessels, from the 
secret camps or upon the dark routes thereto. Accounts 
of his activity, skill and daring in the prosecution of this 
reform have come down with great approbation to these 
later days, and are still known and cherished among 
his posterity and the children of his personal friends. 
Though a slaveholder himself, he set his face, like a 
flint, against the abuses of the relation. His anti-kid- 
napping convictions and acts belonged more conspicu- 
ously to his earlier manhood ; but to the day of his death 
he sought out and promoted by every means in his 
power all possible ameliorations of the institution of 
slavery, and was one of the earliest advocates of African 
colonization. His faith in the gospel, as the most effec- 
tive rectifier of all human evils, led him as an ambas- 
sador of Christ, to present his message in all its fullness 
and freeness, alike, to bond and free. Under his minis- 
trations, as under his great predecessors, the edifices in 
which he preached, accommodated therm both; master 
and servant listening, at the same time, to the same 
warninys, entreaties and instructions in their duties, 
social, relative and religious. Consequently the roll of 
communicants contained, in the chronological order of 
their enlistment under the banner that made them all 
one in Christ, the names of white and black; and the 
communion accasions showed them ta he only different 
colors of the same sacramental host of God’s elect, as 
they assembled around the table of their common Lord 
and Saviour. Specimens of his sermons and addresses, 
particularly those frequently repeated special appeals to 
the colored portion of nis usual Sabbath audiences, would 
serve to present the powers of the man in his holy 
vocation, better than anything that could be said, 
but the limits of our space forbid their insertion. 
Mr. Copes reared and left nine children, five daughters 


Waples, daughter of Joseph Waples, of Indian River 
hundred, he left one daughter. His eldest son, Isaac, 
entered the regular army very young, as an ensign, 
and was in the infantry regiment, commanded by Col. 
Samuel Boyer Davis at the defense of Lewis against the 
bombardment by the fleet of Commodore Beresford. 
Serving afterward on the Canada lines, he contracted 
a lung affection, which in a few years later, terminated 
his useful life, though not before he had distinguished 
himself as a legislator, a military organizer and drill 
officer of State Militia, anda wise and successful man 
of business. The second son, Thomas, after becoming 
a capable cabinet maker in Philadelphia, removed, on 
attaining his majority, to Missouri, and establishing 
himself in St. Charles, then the State capital, built up 
a manufacturing and mercantile business that made him 
wealthy, and secured the esteem of the people asa 
man of enterprise, courage, and public spirit. He was 
one of the active founders of St. Charles College, a 
whole hearted supporter of christianity wherever he 
found it, and of the Presbyterian church of that young 
city and state. He died of consumption in Texas, 
whither he had gone in the hope of finding a sanitarium, 
in the beginning of 1849, leaving four sons. The two 
younger sons of our subject—James and Joseph S., after 
studying medicine, the one in the University of Mary- 


land, at Baltimore, the other at Jefferson College, Phil- | 


adelphia, migrated to Mississippi, then a young state, 
and began the practice of medicine in the domain, then 
recently acquired by the so-called ‘‘treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit Creek,” from the Choctaw nation. With a full 
knowledge of the climatic and social dangers they en- 
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countered, these young physicians entered the cane- 
brakes and cypresss wamps of the Yazoo valley in 1834, 


| the elder being barely 25, and the younger less than 23 


years of age. Given their spared lives, it is not sur- 


| prising that they made a high success in the first year 


| of their practice. 


Subsequently James became a Texas 
patriot and a surgeon in her armies, occupying for 
a time the position of her acting Surgeon-General, 


; and always enjoying the love and esteem of the wise and 





| lowances for differences of sex, 


good in times of peace. He married,a daughter of one 
of the most distinguished families of Texas, and died 
in 1864, leaving a family consisting of his widow and 
five children. All these sons of Rev. Joseph Copes, 
excepting Thomas, became early in life ruling elders 
in the Presbyterian church. Allof them found time 


| and means for advancing the crown-rights of their Lord 


Christ, and for sustaining and defending the ministers of 
His gospel, without denominational distinction. Their 
homes were always open to preachers; they were all ac- 
tive friends of education, both in common schools and 
in institutions of higher learning, and they all held it to 
be the sacred duty of the patriot, and the philanthropist 
to labor and pray for good government. Making al- 
vocation and fields of 
usefulness, very much the same might be said of all the 
six daughters, (the youngest by the second marriage) 
who survived to years of maturity. They were all 
tried as the fine gold is tried; they ail married gentle- 
men of intellectual culture and piety; and all witha 
single exception, were permitted to rear children in the 
knowledge, the fear, and the love of their Creator, and 
the true faith in Christ. In Delaware, Maryland, Mis- 
sonri, Mississinni, Alahama, Louisiana, and Texas, these 
sisters were permitted to train their christian households, 
to aid in the planting and building up churches, and in 


| gathering and instructing Sabbath schools and institu- 


tions of secular learning under christian influences. One 
of them was honored as the instrument in preparing 
and sending out a daughter, who became one of the 
most successful and distinguished missionaries of her 
day, to Northern India. A Hindee, as well as a Hindus- 


| tanee writer and scholar, taking rank with the cultured 
and four sons; and by his second marriage with Letty | 


minds about her, whether of native or European origin, 
of civil or army life, loved and admired by every 
one who knew her in America, in Europe, and in Asia, 
this gifted woman,—Mrs. Rebecca Townsend Jamisson, 
wife of Rev. Dr. Jesse M. Jamisson,—finished her great 
work, and laid down her beautiful life as a devoted gos- 





| pel messenger to a heathen, though a highly intellectual 


people, dying with cholera in a native passenger boat 
upon the Ganges, in 1845, committing husband and child- 


|ren to the sure mercies of a covenant keeping God. Is 


there not in this uniform adherance to scriptual doctrine 
and practice by all the members ot a large family, widely 
scattered over the earth and well-known, a strong testi- 
mony to the value of a regular, well devised and persis- 
tent system of religous training? And is not the faith- 
fulness of God’s promises to those who train up their 
children in the way which they should go, thereby illus- 
trated? Mr. Copes’ executor preserved seventeen vol- 
umes of his written sermons which were bound for the 
use of his descendants, who treasure them for their great 
and intrinsic value. They have always been admired 
by preachers who have had access to them, as well as by 
all humble and spiritually minded readers. The bene- 
ficient influence he exerted throughout all the region of 
country where he spent his life, is still perfectly apparent to 
the present time. Perhaps no funeral services in any rural 
district of our country up to that day, April 8, 1822, ever 
more fully attested the affection, respect, and sense of 
their loss, by a large county population, than those per- 
taining to the interment of this eminently humble and 
faithful minister of Christ. The procession of carriages 
alone was said to extend nearly from his residence to the 
Cool Spring church, while great numbers attended on 
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horses and on foot. The concourse was vastly greater 
than the capacity of the church building to contain 
the multitude, and it is very doubtful if ali could enter 
the large surrounding cemetery. ‘‘The whole county 
seemed to be present.”” The sessions of the three united 
churches jointly erected a suitable tomb to his memory, 
upon which after the usual inscriptions, are chiseled these 
solemn words: 

‘In yonder sacred house I spent my breath, 

Now, silent, mouldering here, 1 lie in death ; 

But I shall rise again and yet declare, 

A dread Amen, to truths I published there.” j.s.c.! 


Ex EALD, JOSHUA T., was born, May 26, 1821, 
@ fi 4 in Mill Creek hundred,New Castle county, near 
i ri Bh the northern circular boundary of the State. The | 


NS 
FY 





y neighborhood is not without some historical in- 
«7 terest, as the scene of military maneuvres pre-| 
BON) ceding the battle of Brandywine, and the noble | 
») features of its landscape have been vividly pic- | 
tured by Bayard Taylor, whose early home wasa few 
miles distant. Bold, sweeping hills, checkered with | 
stately woods and sloping pastures, in which nestle | 
farm houses, which overlook winding valleys and grassy 
meadows of picturesque beauty. It is now quite well | 
established that the Pennsylvania-Delaware branch of | 
the Heald family descended from William and Jane | 
Heald, of Mobberly, Cheshire, England. Their son, | 
Samuel Heald, and his wife, Mary Bancroft Heald, emi- | 
grated to America shortly after William Penn’s second | 
visit to Pennsylvania. They settled in Chester county, | 
Pa., and their descendants are now scattered from Dela- | 
ware to California. The coat of arms of James Heald, | 
of Parswood, Didsbury, near Manchester, England, | 
comprised an emblematic device with a Latin motto, 
signifying ‘‘ The Cross is Our Glory.” So far as known 
the family has been distinguished for the large physique, 
the strongly marked features, and the force of character 
which are supposed to have been typical of the Celtic 
race. The immediate ancestors of Mr. Heald were 
members of the Society of Friends, as were most of their 
predecessors. For several generations they were farm- 
ers, residing in Pennsbury, Chester county, Pa. Joseph, 
the son of Samuel, the emigrant,was the father of Jacob, 
who was the grandfather of Joshua T. Heald, and who 
was known for the simple dignity of his character, and 
for a confiding childlike disposition which greatly en- 
deared him to his neighbors. He lived until his 
ninety-fourth year. His father, Joseph Heald, was 
a man of rare physical power and indomitable will. 
He was a farmer and contractor of earth work pertaining 
to milling operations, with comprehensive ideas and a 
constant tendency toward innovation upon old methods. 
He was actuated by a stern integrity and inflexibility of 
purpose, to which he united a chivalrous sense of fealty 
to friends, which insured him pronounced attachments, 
and his death in middle life left a lamentable void in a 
community which had felt his impelling force. The 
mother belonged to the noted and numerous Quaker 
family of Mendenhall. She was left a widow at the age 
of forty-four, with ten children, and a farm somewhat 
encumbered with debt, but with singular courage and 
practical efficiency, she managed to clear the farm 
from its™encumbrance and to complete the rear- 
ing and educating of her large family. When in 
her sixty-seventh year, during the temporary absence 
of her family, she fell into a well twenty-seven feet 
deep, from the bottom of which she ascended un- 
aided near enough to the surface to be extricated, without 
serious injury, from her perilous position, by the timely 
arrival of a friendly hand. She lived to the age of 
eighty-six, and during the later years of her useful life 
was happily able to indulge her disposition toward a wise 
and comprehensive charity. Joshua Taylor Heald, the 
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| subject of this sketch, was the youngest of eleven chil- 


dren. He remained upon the old homestead, content 
with the industrious habits and modest aims of farin life, 
until he was between twelve and thirteen years of age, 
when an accidental stroke from a kaife while cutting 
Indian corn, lamed him for life, and wrought a radical 
change in his career. His capacity for severe physical 


, labor being impaired, it was sought by a superior edu- 


cation to fit him for other pursuits; and accordingly he 


| was sent to an academy near Philadeiphia, and subse- 


quently to another in West Chester, Pa. Before he was 
seventeen years old, he taught schvol in Chester county, 
Pa., and came to Wilmington in 1838, to take the post 
of book-keeper in the manufacturing establishment of 
Betts, Pusey & Harlan, then just beyinning, now exten- 
sively known as the Harlan & Hollingsworth Company. 
In this capacity he soon exhibited quick aptitude and 
proficiency in his immediate duties, and gave indications 
of that tireless energy, executive force and broad com- 
prehension for which his subsequent career has been 
noted. Witha view to engaging in business for himself, 
Mr. Heald, in 1843, left his position with the then firm 
of Betts, Harlan & Hollingsworth, and was instrumental 
in choosing his successor in the person of a former 
pupil, J. Taylor Gause, who subsequently became the 
leading member of the firm. Inthesame year he joined 
£. A. Wilson in the book and stationery business, and 
the firm of Wilson & Heald soon took the leading posi- 
tion in the city in that branch of trade. In 1844, Mr. 
Heald was married to Hannah, youngest daughter of 
Jonas Pusey, Esq., of Wilmington. Mr. Heald con- 
tinued in the book business under the name of Wilson 
& Heald, under his own name alone, and asa membér 
of the firm of Boughman, Lhomas & Co, uniil 1957, 
during which year he made a tour through Europe. 
From the beginning of his residence in Wilmington, it 
was a studious and leading purpose with Mr. Heald 
to make of his adopted city a progressive, enlightened 
and prosperous community. He sought to arouse her 
citizens to a sense of the need of improvement, and 
lent the powerful aid of his. sanguine energy to pro- 
mote measures looking to her highest interests. In 
1854, he devised a plan for a city sinking fund, and 
took an active part in securing legislative authority 
for its adoption, the salutary operation of which at 
once and thereafter added to the good credit of Wil- 
mington, and provided for the total extinction of the 
then city debt in 1891, and which will pay off the present 
augmented debt by the year 1913. Mr. Heald became 
a member at an early date of the Franklin Lyceum, and 
was among the first to realize the necessity of merging 
the several isolated societies which were then feebly 
struggling for existence, in order to secure the benefits to 
all, of an efficient concert of action. To this end he 
took an active part in the movement which led to the 
union of the Wilmington Library Company, formed in 
1788, with the Young Men’s Association, for mutual im- 
provement, which had absorbed other literary organiza- 
tions, and was chosen first president of the consolidated 
association. The name of the joint organization was 
changed, Jan. 27, 1859, by act of the Legislature, to that 
of the Wilmington Institute, and it has achieved all the 
results anticipated by its sanguine friends. Mr. Heald 
entered enthusiastically into the movement for the erec- 
tion of an ample edifice to accommodate the growing 
wants of the society, and did much to inspire faith in 
the practicability of the project, and especially to insure 
its firm foundation by insisting upon the collection of 
sufficiently donated funds before actual construction 
should begin. The result was the erection of a large 
structure with superior appointments, completed and 
prosperously managed without pecuniary embarrassment. 
Mr. Heald had been early impressed with the rare beauty 
of the landscape surrounding Wilmington, and espec- 
ially of the banks of the Brandywine and the noble 
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eminences commanding views of extended environs. 
The peculiarly compact structure of the city which 
crowded its citizens into uniform rows of narrow brick 
tenements, in a great measure deprived the inhabitants 
of the advaniages which nature had lavishly bestowed. 
Mr. Heald, appreciating these and foresecing the inevi- 
table growth of the city, on the 5th of August, 1860, 
entered into an agreement with Joseph S. Lover- 
ing, Esq., of Philadelphia, owner of the handsome 
property known as the Shallcross Farm, comprising 
176 acres, for the purpose of plotting and selling the 
same as commodious buildinglots. Mr. Heald had con- 
ceived a comprehensive plan for this enterprise, and he 
now entered ardently upon its development with the cor- 
dial and enlightened co-operation of Mr. Lovering. It 
contemplated the extension andstraighteningof Delaware 


Avenue to the western city boundary and the laying out of | 


avenues parallel therewith, to be crossed at right angles 
by streets running to the Brandywine, and to be orna- 


mented with trees and supplemented with other improve- | 


ments. This was the first fruit of that new idea of Wil- 
mington which recognized the place as a prosperous and 


enlightened city, demanding residences and surround- | 


ings commensurate with the growing wealth of its citi- 
zens, and which has contributed so much to the health 
and beauty of the city. The staid old conservatives, 
whose ideas were jostled by this new departure, shook 
their heads ominously and hinted at dangerous expan- 


from Mr. Lovering for public use, on the simple cond- 
tion that the city should plant trees thereon and protect 
the pronerty with fences, the donation was reiected, 
abruptly, as a useless piece of property ‘‘out in the coun- 
try.” The property thus offered was shortly after sold for 
$13,500 cash, and Mr. Lovering was deterred by harsh 
imputation of his motives, from further attempts to bene- 
fit his native city. This was in 1861, and two yeirs 


later when Mr. Heald and other land owners offered a | 


picturesque tract of 25 acresonthe banks of the Brandy- 
wine embracing native trees and rocks at a low 
price for a public park, it was indignantly rejected as 
a ‘‘grand scheme of speculation by the owners.” Such 
was the character of the opposition with which 
the progressive men of Wilmington were confronted 
through many weary years. The admirable frugality 
andthe simple habits enjoined by the Quakers and other 
original settlers which had promoted early prosperity, 
had grown into a disposition to hoard rather than use 
money, and the opposition to further progress seemed to 
assume the form of an unreasoning and resentful con- 
servatism. So narrow were the views formerly enter- 
tained touching the territorial scope of the coming 
city. that when, about 1842, it was first proposed to es- 
tablish the Wilmington Cemetery in its present location, 
the objection was made that it wastooremmot>, Some of 
. the objectors have lived to deplore its establishment in 
what must soon be the heait of the residence part of the 
city. In furtherance of the liberal proposition for con- 
verting the Lovering property into desirable residences, 
Mr. Heald projected the Street Railway to run the entire 
length of Delaware Avenue, with Philadelphia, Wilming- 
ton and Baltimore Railroad depot and other connections, 
and it was completed in the Spring of 1864, with the 
valuable aid of Mr. Lovering, Mr. William Wharton, 
Jr., and a few other appreciative citizens of Wilmington 
and Philadelphia, with Mr. Heald as its first President. 
Quite lately Mr. Heald has been enabled through an 
approved alteration of this Railroad line in its Western 
extension, to co-operate in a proposed immediate devel- 
opment of the Brinckle property of from 60 to 70 acres, 
into suburban cottages and villas of a character that will 
be likely to add largely to the attractions of Wilmington 
as a city of pleasant homes. In 1866 Mr. Heald conceived 
the idea of enlarging that part of the territory of Wilming- 


| cipal growth. 
sion and undue extravagance, and strange to say when | 
Mr. Heald offered a double square of ground asa gift 
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ton, lying at the opposite end of the city from the field of 
these operations, and accordingly enlisted the aid of 
others and made purchase of a tract of 130 acres of 
marsh and fast land, opposite the foot of Third street, 
The purpose was the special accommodation of laborers 
and operatives in the manufacturing establishments rap- 
idly accumulating in that quarter of the city. The 
property was accordingly plotted into lots adapted to 
persons of small means, and named ‘‘South Wilming- 
ton,’”? which has grown into a flourishing portion of the 
city. The Third street bridge connecting it with the 
city proper was built with the private means of the men 
who projected the enterprise, with but little public aid, 
and it was then presented to the county. The broad 
views and plucky determination of Mr. Heald had thus 
led to the enlargement of the city boundaries in two 
opposite directions. In allusion to this fuct and to the 
continued difficulties he had surmounted, an observing 
resident of the city once declared with blunt emphasis, 
that ‘*‘ Mr. Heald was a man of too large proportions to 
be confined in Wilmington, if he hadn’t kicked both 
ends out of it.” The remark had a wider application, 
for Mr. Heald had early made additions to the western 


| part of the city, and had largely managed the acquisi- 


tien of what is known as the ‘* East side,” so that he was 
chiefly instrumental in providing the needed territory on 
the four sides of the city, which have witnessed its prin- 
The success of these operations led to the 
desire of many of Mr. Heald’s friends to join him in his 
enterprises in order to advance their own and the city’s 
interests and accordingly the ‘‘ Christiana River Im- 
provement Company,” was chartered for that purpose in 
1866, since which date this organization with Mr. Heald 
as its president, has developed properties on the south, 
east and west sides of the city, and also, latterly, the well 
known Hilles property, skirting the Brandywine on the 
northeast. The company aided to the extent of $5,500 
in building the Eleventh street bridge. They have 
opened and partially graded miles of streets, and have 
generally co-operated with enterprises looking to the 
public good. They have recently arranged with the 
‘¢ National Dredging Company” to fill up to a proper 
level many acres of marsh on the south side, in further- 
ance of a long time favorite project of Mr. Heald 
of extending Wilmington, practically, to the Dela- 
ware river. Mr. Heald for himself and jointly with this 
Company and other land owners, has controlled about 
1,000 acres in Wilmingten and suburbs during the past 
30 years, a large portion of which has been suitably di- 
vided and become productive property. The liberal 
terms offered purchasers, and the loans made them to 
facilitate building operations, have encouraged the erec- 
tion of a large number of houses in the various portions 
of the Company’s purchases. A peculiar feature of Mr. 
Heald’s operations has been his constant aim to obtain 


control of the large estates of tenacious holders and to 


subdivide and scatter such properties among numerous 
purchasers by means of peremptory auction sales. By 
these methods large tracts, which had been withheld from 
improvement, have been made immediately available to 
persons of moderate means: and it may be doubted 
whether a more effectual mode for preventing ihe ‘‘fenc- 
ing in” of the city, and for promoting its permanent 
growth and prosperity could have been devised. Having 
served as a Director tor many years in one of the State 
banks, Mr: Heald promptly recognized the value of the 
National Banking System, and while others were hesitat- 
ing, he took the leading part in organizing the first Na- 
tional Bank in the State of Delaware, in which he re- 
mained as Director until 1876, when he voluntarily re- 
signed, The subject of National finances, especially since 
the war of the rebellion, properly attracted the atten- 





tion of all thoughtful citizens, and Mr. Heald gave much 
| consideration to this vitally interesting question. He 
published several articles, taking on equitable and con- 
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stitutional grounds, and in the direct interest of our own | 


silver-producing country, a decided position in favor of 
bi-metalism. With a desire to enlist the active co-opera- 
tion of citizens in the general advancement of the rsate- | 
rial interests of Wilmington, Mr. Heald took measures | 
in his early business life to aid in organizing a Board of | 
Trade, and repeated the same later in i867. He was 
also a delegate in the organization of the National Beard | 
of Trade, at Philadelphia, in 1868, and a delegate to the 
same at two subsequent Annual Meetings in Buffalo and | 
in Philadelphia, where he took positions in favor of a | 
reduction of United States postage to two cents, of a! 
United States postal telegraph system with uniform rates | 
of ten cents for ten words, and for the encouragement of | 
commercial facilities between Central and South America | 
and the United States. On his return from Europe in. 
1867 Mr. Heald resumed his real estate operations, and | 
entered zealously into all movements for the progress of 
the city. His Quaker education and early aftiiations | 
gave him close syinpathy with the anti-slavery movement | 
in its political aspects, and he took anearly and leading | 
part in the formation of the Republican party in Dela- | 
ware. He had supported Fremont for President in 1856, 
had been one of the Delaware delegates to the Chicago | 
Convention of 1860, which nominated Lincoln, and of 
1868, which nominated Grant, and was chairman of the 
State Central Committee at the special election of 1863, 
which resulted in the election of Hon. N. B. Smithers, 
the Republican candidate to Congress. These services | 
and the successful energy of Mr. Heald in behalf of his 
adopted city, brought him prominently forward as an 
available candidate for Representative to Congress, and 
he received the Renublican nomination for that vosition 
in 1870. He madea vigorous campaign, and although | 
he rin considerably ahead of his ticket, he was doomed 
to inevitable defeat from the growing adhesion of the) 
State to the Democratic cause, following the events and | 
national policy at the close of the rebellion. The pecu- 
liar geographical formation of the land of the Peninsula, 
comprising all of Delaware State and certain counties of | 
Maryland and Virginia, with Wilmington at its head 
and as its natural metropolis, had suggested to Mr. Heaid 
his first idea of *f Wilmington as a railroad centre,” 
and he joined in the original subsciption to the Dela- 
ware railroad, since grown, with its various connections, | 
into a general Peninsular system of nearly five hundred | 
miles, its main outlet and connection with other lines | 
being at Wilmington. Mr. Heald had long believed 
that the position of Wilmington, in close proximity at | 
once to deep tide water and to the iron and coal supplies | 
of Pennsylvania, gave peculiar advantages to the place 
both as a manufacturing and shipping point, which had | 
never been fully appreciated, and that the lines and 
policy of existing railroads were such as to prevent the | 
full realization of these advantages. Having given) 
the matter much consideration, Mr. Heald took a) 
prominent part in the organizing work, and gave) 
his pecuniary aid in the extension of railroad facili- 
ties to the coal regions of Pennsylvania, by the | 
more direct route of the Wilmington and Reading | 
Railroad. He next entered heartily upon a project for | 
the construction of a new railroad into the interior which, 
sby lessening the necessary transportation of heavy manu- | 
facturing materials in time, expense and distance, it: was | 
believed would divert their conveyance by direct route to | 
Wilmington, and prove the nucleus of an additional | 
railroad system, making connection at once with the | 
great Pennsylvania Railroad, but to be ultimately ex- | 
tended independently and westward through the southern 
counties of Pennsylvania. Accordingly an organization | 
was formed entitled ‘‘ The Wilmington and Western 
Railroad Company,” of which Mr. Heald, who had con- 
tributed liberally of his time and means, was chosen 
President and he threw himself into the enterprise with | 
all the resources of which he was master. The obstacles 








proved insurmountable. He had at last committed irre- 
trievably, the error to which his entire career had been a 
constant temptation, the error simply of being tco far in 
advance of his time. The premature character of the 
enterprise, the extraordinary cost of the road up the 
rocky valley of Red Clay Creek, and the partial diversioa 
of the expected traffic over the rival route to Delaware 
City, early conspired to indicate a failure of the enter- 
prise, which was hopelessly assured by the financial col- 


lapse of 1873. The road was built, through many ob- 


stacles, to Landenburg, a distance of about 20 miies, 
when all attempts at its further construction were aban- 
doned. When repeated predictions of failure impaired 
the credit and crippled the efforts of the company, Mr. 
Heald, aroused to his utmost determination, had pledged 
his private fortune to ensure the success of the enterprise, 
and when the crash came, he was brought to the verge 
of bankruptcy. This was Mr. Heald’s first material de- 
feat in his numerous business undertakings, and he was 
bowed low, not alone by wounded pride and financial 
embarrassment, but by the losses of those who had em- 
barked their means in the enterprise No man ever 


‘ cherished a keener sense of honor or business credit, and 


he was so old-fashioned in his notions upon these mat- 
ters, that he could not comprehend the mysteries of mod- 
ern stock manipulations, but innocently supposed that 
Raijroads were paid for by the men who planned and built 
them, and his sensitive fear that he might be unable to 
meet every actual, constructive, or possible obligation of 
a personal character, grew from morbid anxiety to rack- 
ing, mental torture. In this dark hour his great solace 
was the grateful hand-grasp from nuinerous poor men 
who had been helped to their little homes by his liberal 
policy. Nor was he wholly forgotten by generous friends 
who had valued him in prosperity. Through their timely 
aid and his own fertility of expedient and dauntless spirit, 
he has been enabled to resume his active and useful 
career, and is found as ever in full accord with every 
movement looking to the public prosperity. That this 
railroad project was premature rather than intrinsicaily 
unwise, is already beginning to be manifest. The gar- 
ment was simply cut too large for the body. A western 
or more stalwart growth would have already filled the 
measure to profitable use. As it is, the future effect- 
upon the city’s durable prosperity will justify the gener- 
ous fuith if not the calculating sagacity of its projectors. 
It is a consolation to Mr. Heald to have already realized 
that the Wilmington and Western Railroad has been 
merged with an important through railroad line interest, 
and that the ecterprise may yet prove to be a material 
aid in the development of the general commercial inter- 
ests of Wilmington, through extensions north and south 
and to the Delaware river. The dominating trait in Mr. 
Heald’s character is his scrupulous care to do the fullest 
possible justice to others in all his business relations. 
The somewhat morbid exercise cf this propensity has 
not unfrequently led him into acts of positive injustice to 
himself in his business transactions. To such a man it 
is a proud satisfaction to feel that through his severe 
ordeal, there was never a single protest or dishonor of 
his business paper, nor the slightest reason for reflection 
upon his personal integrity. In the many trusts that 
have been confided with Mr. Heald he has adopted an 
inflexible rule not to run the risk of using for his private 
purposes, even temporarily any part of the means en- 
trusted to him. Without disparagement of the services 
of others it is not too much to say that Mr, Heald is more 
thoroughly identified with the interests of Wilmington, 
in their most progressive developments, than any other 
man within her limits. He is a representative man in 
the highest sense of the term, and the impress he will 
have left upon the time and community in which he lives 


| will be found in their worthiest achievements. If the 


Wilmington of the future is to be a grander and more 
enlightened city than the Wilmington of the past—if it 
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_shall be richer in all the elements that should constitute ! 


a noble and prosperous community, it will Jargely result 


from the broad foresight, the persistent faith ana the in- 


spiring energy of Mr. Heald. He has aiways indeed 
held advancec notions of the moral attitude of the rich , 
man in the community where his wealth has been | 
amassed. He emphatically denies the common assump- 
tion that a man may rightfully dispose of his own as he , 
may choose, exclusively. Since his wealth was not ac- 
quired from the air or from nothing, but from the com- 
munity in which he holds a responsible position, it 
should be shared by that community, and to it he is in 
some sense responsible for its proper disposition. Ac- 
tuated by these views, Mr. Heald in the days of his pros- 
perity contributed with a liberal hand to charitable ob- | 
jects and to all purposes tending to the immeditte and | 
prospective welfare of the public. In the same spirit he 
made a handsonte donation of the ground since used asa | 
burial place for Soldiers and Sailors and of a lot for a 
monument to their memory, and hence also his prompt | 
co-operation in furtherance of ampler Hotel and Opera | 
House facilities and ¢f other enterprises and objects per- 
taining to the common good. If he can be said to have | 
a hobby, it is the progress of the city in all that makes 
happy homes and a prosperous people, and every well- 
considered movement looking'to such result, is assured | 
in advance, of his cordial co-operation. To achieve the | 
results which have thus been the aim of his life, Mr. | 
Heald is admirably fitted by the balanced elements of 
his character. He unites broad generalization with rare 
capacity for practical detail. He can conceive and exe- | 
cute with equal facility. 


His contagious enthusiasm is | 
tempered by method and caution, carried to the last | 


| ancestral hospitalities. 
or methods may be criticised, it will be conceded that he 


DELAWARE, 


degree of rigidity. A positive man in every fibre and 
instinct of his nature, he can yet give an emphatic 
‘‘no” with a suavity that avoids. offense. With organ- 
izing power of the first order, he combines at once quick 
decision, tact, a conciliatory tone, an. imperious will, and 
all those pronounced characteristics that confer execu- 
tive force and the power to command. It ought not to 
be vut of place to add here that these qualifications of 
the man of affairs are supplemented in Mr. Heald, by 
esthetic tastes and affable manners suited to cultured 
society, and by the gentler graces that enhance the 
blessings of home, and, moreover, to those who best 
understand him, he is known as a kind husband and 
father, a chivalrous friend and open foe, a jolly com- 
panion and a good fellow. Mr. Heald has had seven 
children, five_of whom, two sons and three daughters, 
are living. Mr. Heald has been fortunate in his domes- 
tic relations. Mrs. Heald is the model wite and mother. 


| Her modest household virtues, her gentle fortitude and 


patient faith, have been the solace and the staff of her 
husband, while their generous hospitality is the delight 
of a large circle of friends and younger connections, who 
look to their home, as in a sense, a family heritage of 
However Mr. Heald’s purposes 


has always identified his own with the city’s interests. 
He has thoroughly sealed his faith by his works. If he 
has made money out of his many operations, he has 
made it by aiding, rather than by retarding the public 
prosperity, and when his labors shall be more amply 
justified by the proud results of after years, a grateful 
people cannot fail to hold his name in kindly remem- 
brance. 
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